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which these figures and standard approaches to the Roma situ-
ation are silent. The author demonstrates how exactly intersec-
tionality functions in this particular case: what is sacrificed by 
Roma women in order to gain rights in a society — their Roma 
(ethnic-cultural) or their women’s identifications; how the wom-
en’s movements promoting traditional gender roles differ and 
intersect with those that challenge the power relations between 
genders; and why is it sometimes necessary to take a tactical 
position, refusing to see the feminist agenda as the main goal for 
the sake of coalitions with other movements and reaching the 
common aim of empowerment. The latter intersects with many 
postcolonial women’s movements, including Muslim feminism, 
Chinese feminism, etc. At times the author seems to simplify the 
situation a bit when she limits herself to only three basic original 
elements of intersectionality — class, race and gender — which 
erases some important nuances. Neaga raises a crucial problem 
for most minoritarian communities — that of the preservation 
and revival of Roma identification without sliding into essential-
ism, and steadily preventing any efforts at assimilation.

MARION COLARD’S ARTICLE “L’émancipation de la femme dans 
la société rom traditionnelle de Roumanie” is mostly informa-
tive and draws heavily on intersectional theory, focusing on 
the possible role of emancipated Roma women as champions 
of reconciliation of mainstream society with that of the Roma 
communities. Admitting that the latter still suffer from exclusion 
grounded in the intersection of ethnicity and poverty, which in 
itself is a rather incomplete portrait of Roma discrimination, the 
author predictably completes this list with gender and proposes 
a hypothesis that women with their complex discrimination can 
be mediators of all other forms of discrimination. However the 
author operates with the outdated binary opposition of the mod-
ern and traditional values, and in her interpretation the Roma 
woman still has to choose between or attempt to live in the two 
worlds (145). However, both of these worlds seem to be highly 
constructed and stereotyped, and the whole opposition of the 

traditional Roma world and 
contemporary modern society 
hardly holds. In addition, it is 
not clear where this work is 
coming from, in the sense that 
the author’s positionality is 
hidden or indirectly presented 
as external to the Roma — thus 
reproducing the much criti-
cized scientific objectification 
once again.

More methodologically 
promising, though at times 
economically reductionist, 
is the article “The racializa-
tion of Roma in the New 

Europe and the political potential of Romani 
women” written by Eniko Vincze. This work 
goes beyond the national discourse of a con-
crete Eastern European country and addresses 
global geopolitical tendencies, the correlation 
of the old and the new (Eastern, poor) Europe, 
within which the Romani women’s condition 
becomes token money, whereas their interests 
remain irrelevant. The author also reflects on 
the dangers of depoliticization in multicultural 
rhetoric, distracting from the issues of social 
and economic inequality and offering rights 
on paper rather than in reality, leading to the 
racialization of poverty. Multiple examples of 
trans-border discrimination against the Roma 
and wider, Eastern Europeans in the EU, testify 
to this tendency.

Vincze understands intersectionality in a 
most attractive dynamic way, focusing on the 
important issue of the complicated double 
critique, which is urgent not only for Roma 
feminism but also for other forms of women’s 
activism. In this case double critique refers 
to the criticism of both the Western liberal 
distortions of Roma history and identity, and 
the patriarchal control within the Roma com-
munity itself, as well as the still existing blind-
ness to the interconnections of different forms 
of discrimination, particularly if it refers to 
elements of gender and sexuality entering 
the Roma discussions rather late. This article 
becomes a reflection on the meaning and the 
reasons for the failures of multiculturalism and 
universalism. The advantage of this work is that 
the author is familiar with critical race theory, 
trans-border discrimination, critical political 
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T
he special issue of the Romanian journal Analize — 
Journal of Gender and Feminist Studies, devoted to 
Envisioning Roma Feminism, is an important landmark 
in the advancement of Roma empowerment, and par-

ticularly Romani women’s activism, with a focus on “reframing 
Roma women from a social issue to a political subject” (15), to 
quote the editorial written by Carmen Georghe. Issues of Roma 
discrimination and Romani women’s stigmatization have been 
widely discussed in recent years due to their growing visibility 
and urgency in the European context, as well as a need for more 
adequate and just policies on the part of the EU and individual 
countries in relation to Roma. Yet even now relatively little at-
tention is paid to significant differences between the Western 
European and the postsocialist genealogies, representations 
and agencies of Roma subjects. In its periodic attempts to assimi-
late the Roma (similarly to a number of the present neoliberal 
policies) the Socialist model with all its diversity and double 
standards was different from the predominant essentialist Orien-
talism and stigmatization of the Roma. This does not mean that 
it did not distort or erase Roma identifications, cultural heritage 
and epistemic and ethical models.

In South-East Europe, Roma history and destiny was spe-
cific and in many cases even more tragic than in other spaces. 
Therefore the emergence of such a special issue with the main 
focus on the policies of the South-Eastern European countries in 
relation to the Roma and Roma bottom-up social movements in 
response to these initiatives is quite timely and significant. The 
importance of its feminist bent is also hard to overestimate as 
the special issue takes a Roma perspective to address the topical 
issue of the clashes and lacunas between Western mainstream 
feminisms, postsocialist feminist agendas and various non-West-
ern gender discourses that refuse to be emancipated according 
to legitimized feminist models.

One of the most interesting articles is written by Ildiko Asz-
talos Morell and refers to Roma women’s NGOs in Hungary. The 
author reflects on the complex and often contradictory dynam-
ics of the Western liberal feminism flooding the postsocialist 
countries in the 1990s but thinning today, the local models linked 
with the socialist legacy of forced assimilation and at times an-
nihilation of the Roma, and the contemporary often ultra-right 
and conservative Eastern/Central European states opposed to 
any feminist agendas. Most importantly she demonstrates how 
in these complex conditions the Roma women’s NGOs turn 
from being instruments of Western feminist indoctrination and 
charity, regarding Romani women exclusively as clients and 
not as agents (116), into quite independent social movements in 
which Roma women play the main part. This shift allows us to 
finally see, along with habitual Roma women stereotypes, their 
quite real problems as contemporary people and inhabitants of 
contemporary Europe, which regularly expels them outside mo-
dernity (in issues of education, housing, employment, health-
care, etc.). Thus instead of the habitual accent on the violence 

against Roma women, a much more important 
problem is their need for empowerment and 
social representation. Prostitution then be-
comes a consequence of poverty rather than a 
traditional Roma way of life, which shows that 
Roma women are not the proverbial subalterns 
who cannot speak and need to be liberated. 
Being well acquainted with activists of the 
Roma NGOs and the specific difficulties they 
face, and being aware of the general problem of 
feminists from postsocialist countries — a gap 
between academic feminism, where it exists, 
and women’s activism — the author argues for 
the cunning negotiating possibility of maintain-
ing the international connectivity and the genu-
ine interest in the real problems of real Roma 
women, using this intersection for the benefit 
of the bottom-up movements (118). This would 
allow negotiation between mainstream femi-
nism, mainstream Roma organizations and the 
specific activism of Roma feminists.

THE GENERAL METHODOLOGICAL approaches of 
this article emerge from participatory sociol-
ogy and working with the Roma women rather 
than merely for them. Yet it still needs more 
theoretical independence from Western in-
terpretations, instead of merely serving as an 
attempt at verification of their ideas with the 
help of the local examples. It would perhaps be 
more useful to forget the Western analyses of 
non-Western NGOs and start immediately from 
the Roma cosmology, ethics, epistemology, 
and gender models as they are rethought in the 
agency of the Roma feminist activists. A bet-
ter acquaintance with other global South and 
semi-periphery feminist initiatives would also 
be beneficial as a further step in the decoloniza-
tion of knowledge and thinking.

This article is marked by an economic re-
ductionism whereas the next, written by Diana 
Elena Neaga — “Empowering Roma women 
in Romania — gender or/and ethnicity”, is an 
example of a more culturalist interpretation. 
Neaga further develops and problematizes 
the intersectional approaches to the analyzes 
of Roma women. The indispensable value of 
this work is that the author is extremely fluent 
in the dynamics of figures and facts demon-
strating the complex discrimination of Roma 
women in Romania, and at the same time ac-
curately analyses the lacunas and voids about 

A summer school teaches Roma women and men from Moldova about gender equality 
and their rights.  PHOTO: UN PROGRAMME “WOMEN IN POLITICS”/ RAMIN MAZUR 
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by and in the Roma and the changes in their 
racialization principles and their mediation in 
the temporal and political contexts. She thus 
successfully attempts to enrich anthropology 
with non-Western feminist theory. Hasdeu is 
marked by an attractive critical understanding 
of gender and a dynamic intersectionality in 
the interpretation of the Roma that is evident 
in her striving to be more silent, humble and 
listening, leaving space for the Roma feminists 
themselves (187).

The latter is quite similar to the principles 
of indigenous anthropology and echoes other 
non-Western feminist discourses, such as Mus-
lim feminism, an interesting example of which 
is offered in the last article of the special issue 
written by Abla Hasan and devoted to a reread-
ing of the Queen of Sheba’s story with the goal 
of restoring justice in the interpretation of this 
important figure and advancing support of 
female public leadership in contemporary Mus-
lim societies.

Envisioning Roma Feminism was conceived 
as a timely and important special issue consist-
ing of somewhat unequal yet generally quite 
interesting articles. The overall impression is 
slightly spoiled by an insufficiently theoretical 
and conceptually inept editorial, full of annoy-
ing mistakes and misprints (the journal seems 
to lack a good proof reader which, is obvious in 
several articles, but especially in the editorial). 
For example ‘essentialism’ in the interpreta-
tion of the Roma women is mistakenly called 
‘existentialism’. In addition to this, the edito-
rial does not offer anything conceptually new 
or original, except for reproducing the same 
basic intersectionality discourse once again. It 
is largely a result of the relatively recent discov-
ery of this concept by Roma feminists and its 
interpretation as a step forward in relation to 
identity politics or assimilation. But this seems 
to be the main mistake — it is much more re-
warding not to apply someone else’s categories 
but rather to create or recreate one’s own. And 
several authors of this special issue attempted 
to do just that. Hopefully this important work 
will be continued in the future. ≈

Madina Tlostanova
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Department of Thematic Studies, Gender Studies, 
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science, theories of nations without states and 
other contemporary discourses. Particularly 
interesting are the author’s reflections on the 
nature of neoliberal racism using the example 
of Roma discrimination in the EU. The article 
dwells on the shift from the orientalist annihila-
tion to today’s progressivism and the deficiency 
of the human and cultural rights discourses 
in the analysis of the Roma situation and their 
instrumentalization in today’s conditions of 
neoliberal capitalism or, as the author puts 
it, making the Roma into a “useful labor force 
for a market economy” (162). A consequence 
of this policy is addressed as a specific rivalry 
of poverty-stricken groups in relation to their 
racial and cultural stigmatization. When it ap-
pears to be impossible to integrate the Roma 
into a neoliberal society, they are dehumanized 
and their lives become dispensable. One could 
agree with the author that the political or repo-
liticized intersectionality of the Roma women, 
in alliance with other ethnic and social groups 
and genders, can be an important factor in the 
revival of the Roma struggle for their dignity 
and rights of production, reproduction and 
representation.

The special issue also contains historical 
works, important for the understanding of the 
genealogies of today’s processes. Thus, Mihai 
Lucacs’ article “The Critical ones: another tale 
of slavery” is a thorough analysis of the phe-
nomenon of slavery in Romani history and an 
effort to compare it with the African case. The 
parallels that are traced adequately explain the 
racialization of the Roma and their resistance 
in all historical and contemporary versions of 
modernity. The main mechanisms of dehuman-
izing African slaves and the Roma are similar, 
up to today’s boutique multiculturalism and ex-
cluding the neo-noble savages from modernity. 
The author analyzes the emergence and devel-
opment of the stereotypes of Roma femininity 
(as an animal/biological rather than cultural 
condition) in the social control and reproduc-
tion of inequality. He introduces into the more 
accessible context the issues of specific aboli-
tionism in relation to Roma slavery in Moldavia 
and Walachia, the role of the local feminists in 
this movement and the problematic civilizing 
mission in relation to the Roma, seen as passive 
victims of slavery, as objects and even as the 
ones to blame for their own enslaved condition, 

up to a denial of their victimhood. Lucacs dwells on the econom-
ic and social aspects of slavery and post-slavery as a condition of 
permanent poverty and lack of rights, and a loss of culture and 
identity in exchange for assimilation and questionable freedom, 
and attempts to explain the emergence of some criticized Roma 
customs (such as early marriages) by the slavery experience.

The author demonstrates an excellent knowledge of particu-
lar features of the Roma mentality, epistemology and ethics. 
Roma women are seen as the keepers and transmitters of this 
knowledge through the centuries, as those who can oppose 
something to the Gadje (non-Roma) view of the Roma. Even the 
Roma slave women are not devoid of subjectivity, and Lucacs 
does not see them as passive victims. On the contrary, it was 
through their resistance that the contours of independent Roma 
femininity and identity, based in its own and not imposed prin-
ciples, first started to be shaped.

ONE OF THE MOST ethically and emotionally charged articles 
on intersectional and postcolonial feminist understanding of 
the Roma in East European societies is written not by a Roma 
researcher but by a European feminist anthropologist, Julia 
Hasdeu, in a most interesting form of a personal epistemological 
manifesto. For at least two decades she has been reflecting on 
the difficulties, distortions and silences in the collective inter-
pretation of their experience of the Roma. She also dwells on the 
blindness of privileged researchers to these Roma wounds. Her 
position, enriched with knowledge of postcolonial theory, criti-
cal race studies and other contemporary discourses of depriva-
tion and resistance, is combined with a deep knowledge of the 
factual material and a creative rethinking of theory in the light of 
this material. At the same time Hasdeu, is well aware and critical 
of her own position as a Gadje researcher, not free of racism in 
relation to the Roma.

Moreover, she questions the principles of anthropology as a 
Eurocentric, ideologically biased discipline that in the case of 
the Roma people ignores the issues of power, and avoids discuss-
ing events that are inconvenient for European society, such as 
the Roma holocaust, slavery, genocide, and today’s extreme 
racialization. The author focuses on the previously neglected af-
fects, traumas, emotional reactions and subjectivities produced 

T
he major political and institutional form of Europe, 
the European Union, was built on the ruins of the 
Second World War as a Western European peace 
project. Over the course of the following decades, it 

gained a profile as a state-level form of cooperation within a set-
ting of freedom, democracy and prosperity. The collapse of the 
Soviet Union and the disappearance of the political East did not 
solely mean the beginning of the ever-increasing integration and 
expansion of the EU we know today. From the viewpoint of the 
West’s attractiveness in Cold War Europe, at the beginning of the 
1990s the EU had a rocky road ahead in redeeming the truism of 
its identity.

The discussion of the European idea, or rather of the lack 
of it, demonstrates that this idea faces constant yet unrealistic 
expectations. The liberation from the shackles of communism 
has not provided a politically solid frame for a European identity 
for years, to say nothing of the distant horrors of World War 
Two. The criticism of the Western European liberal model that 
emerged in the former Communist Bloc territory is vivid proof 
of this. While the European integration process concerns former 
communist Europe in particular, little attention has so far been 
given to how East European voices themselves relate to Europe as a 
dynamic project. This is the basic research setting of the volume 
Europe faces Europe: Narratives from its Eastern Half, edited by 
Johan Fornäs, which powerfully approaches Eastern European 
narratives of Europe and Europeanness within six diverse case 
studies preceded by Fornäs’ comprehensive introductory chap-
ter. This previously neglected angle convincingly addresses the 
essential nexus between the European presence and history as 
well as the continent’s most probable future.

Instead of focusing on particular geopolitical mapping, the 
book centers on the peripherality of European voices. While no 
study dealing with European identities and ideas can formulate 
a single and monolithic Europeanness, Europe faces Europe aims 
to scrutinize the plurality of European identifications. Although 
the book’s emphasis on the plurality of voices represents noth-
ing new as such, it is certainly relevant given the politically acute 
tension that prevails between Brussels-centered unifying ideals 
and Europe’s peripheral narratives.

CARL CEDERBERG APPROACHES the famous appeal for a “new 
narrative for Europe” expressed in various forums in 2013—2014 
by José Manuel Barroso, president of the European Commis-
sion, in the light of writings of Hegel, Edmund Husserl and the 
lesser-known original Czech dissident philosopher Jan Patočka. 
Cederberg analyzes how Barroso’s bureaucratic-authoritative 
appeal reflects the paradox of Europeans who hold universal-
ity as their particularity, as identified by Hegel and Husserl. 
By contrast, within his original philosophical heresy, Patočka 
pinpointed essential divisions in Europe, not only between West 
and East, but also between Europe and the Islamic world, in a 
way that went far beyond the ideological status quo between 

Diana Leahu (on the right), a 20-year-old Roma woman from Orhei, 
knows from personal experience what discrimination means. “At uni-
versity when I presented myself as a Roma, I immediately saw how col-
leagues’ facial expressions changed. One teacher even asked me why 
I came here and was not getting married, as Roma girls do,” she says.
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