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Abstract 

Climate change is often presented as a main driver of the geostrategic changes that are taking 

place in the Arctic. Russia is regarded as a key actor in this changing geopolitical landscape. 

Several scholars suggests that Russia uses state news media to mediate a Kremlin-approved 

idea of the world towards an international audience. The purpose of this study is to analyze 

how the Russian newspaper RT (former Russia Today) is framing climate change in the 

Arctic. To identify categories within the material, we have used a quantitative content 

analysis, and to analyze the framing we have used a framing analysis based on Robert 

Entman’s principles. We found that the largest categories were ‘climate’, ‘energy’ and 

‘conflict’. The framing consists of a hostile and conflict-oriented view of the west (mainly 

America) in the ‘energy’ and ‘conflict’-categories, while a more cooperative framing appears 

within the ‘climate’ category. We also found that there are some interests in developing the 

Northern Sea Route, which may be a more realistic goal for Russia than energy extraction in 

the Arctic. There is a need for more research on this subject, to be able to discuss the future of 

the Arctic.  

 

Sammanfattning 

Klimatförändringarna sägs vara den viktigaste drivkraften för de geostrategiska 

förändringarna som äger rum i Arktis. Uppvärmningen av regionen medför ett antal 

betydande geopolitiska effekter. När det gäller dessa nya omständigheter betraktas Ryssland 

som en nyckelaktör. Det föreslås också av flera forskare att Ryssland använder statliga 

nyhetsmedier för att förmedla en Kreml-godkänd världsuppfattning till en internationell 

publik. Vårt syfte med denna studie är att analysera hur den ryska tidningen RT (tidigare 

Russia Today) inramar klimatförändringarna i Arktis. För att identifiera kategorier inom 

materialet har vi använt en kvantitativ innehållsanalys, och för att analysera inramningen har 

vi  använt en framinganalys baserad på Robert Entmans principer. Vi fann att de största 

kategorierna var "klimat", "energi" och "konflikt". Inramningen består av en fientlig och 

konfliktorienterad vy över väst (främst USA) i kategorierna "energi" och "konflikt", medan en 

mer samarbetsorienterad ram visas inom kategorin "klimat". Vi fann också att det finns en del 

intressen i att utveckla Nordostpassagen, vilket kan vara ett mer realistiskt mål för Ryssland 

än energiutvinning i Arktis. Det finns behov av mer forskning om ämnet för att kunna 

diskutera Arktis framtid. 
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Behemoth: something of monstrous size, power or appearance 
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Introduction 
Climate change is said to be the main driver of the geostrategic changes that are taking place 

in the Arctic. Warming of the region entails a number of significant geopolitical effects, such 

as increased military activity and maritime shipping. It also gives new opportunities to extract 

energy and mineral resources that has previously been hidden under the seabed (Granholm 

Carlsson et al. 2016). These circumstances have resulted in renewed economic and political 

interests for the Arctic region, especially among the states bordering the area. Some 

researchers argue that the increased interest in the region can lead to tensions between states, 

which in the worst cases lead to military rearmament (Staun 2017). According to Granholm 

Carlsson et al. (2016) it is significant that there is mutual trust among the Arctic states in 

order to create stability in the region, something that can worsen with interstate tensions, 

reduced collaborations or armed conflict.  

 

In news media, the Arctic tend to be portrayed as a region of potential conflict, even though 

the Arctic has a strong record of peace and cooperation between states (Rowe 2013).  Russia, 

being the largest Arctic state, having 60% of its territory in the High North, has long held a 

cooperative and peaceful approach in the Arctic, according to Rowe and Blakkisrud (2014) 

from the Norwegian institute of foreign affairs. However, since the Russian annexation of 

Crimea in 2014, along with its increasingly anti-western rhetoric, experts have started to 

question if the Arctic will continue to be a region of cooperation. (Rotnem 2018)  

 

In recent years there has been much discussion about the Russian state’s use of news media to 

affect international perceptions of its activities in various conflicts, most prominently the 

conflict in Ukraine. Russian main stream media has a key position in presenting official state 

narratives to a national and international audience (Khaldarova and Pantti 2016). Since Russia 

is a significant actor in Arctic questions, and in order to discuss the possibility of geopolitical 

changes in the region, it would be of interest to study how Russia frames the Arctic in state 

news media. Since climate change is said to be the most prominent factor shaping Arctic 

strategies (Granholm 2016) it is especially interesting to study how climate change in the 

Arctic is framed in state-owned Russian news media. 
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Research aim and question formulations 

The aim of this study is to analyze how climate change in the Arctic is framed in RT (former 

Russia Today) between 2014-2018.  

 

• What are defined as the problems, causes and solutions in the articles in RT? 

• What are the moral judgements in the articles in RT? 

• What can be said about RT being used as a tool of soft power? 

• How are the geopolitical consequences of climate change in the Arctic expressed in RT?  
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Background  
 

Previous research 

The research on the framing of climate change in the Arctic from Russian news media is 

limited. There are several studies on the topic of Russia and media, but scholars often study 

this in a Ukraine-crisis-context. There is research on Arctic framing related to geopolitics, but 

seldom in a media context. During our research we have not found any articles that have 

looked at these questions from a climate change perspective. We searched for articles 

using Web of Science, Google Scholar and Scopus, using the keywords ‘Russia’, ‘arctic’, 

‘media’ and ‘framing’. The articles we found to be most relevant for our study concerns the 

subject of Russian framing of the Arctic and are presented below:  

 

The studies are “A dangerous space? Unpacking state and media discourses on the Arctic” by 

Wilson Rowe (2013), and “A new kind of Arctic power? Russia’s Policy Discourses and 

Diplomatic Practices in the Circumpolar North” by Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud (2014). 

Both articles deals with the subject of Russian media framing of the Arctic, and both are 

based on the same data. 

 

In these articles, the authors seek to investigate the media framing of the Arctic. They claim 

that in modern media, the Arctic is often portrayed as a zone of boundary issues and climate 

change, with vast natural resources that could lead to political tensions. Historically, on the 

other hand, the Arctic has been spoken of as a place of peace and cooperation because of the 

natural resources. With that said; it is the same drivers for cooperation that fuels the framing 

of the Arctic as a zone of conflict (Wilson Rowe 2013). Jasanoff and Wynne (1998) argues 

that a framing of an issue is what gives the public an image of what the problem is, what the 

cause of the problem is, and what the solution of the problem is. Wilson Rowe (2013) 

elaborates this claim by saying that the framing of the Arctic sets the boundaries of what are 

politically possible actions. Thus, framing is important when you want to justify your actions 

in a geographical arena.  

 



 8 

By analyzing the Russian state-owned Newspaper “Rossiiskaya Gazeta”, Wilson Rowe and 

Blakkisrud (2014) seeks to explore the views or framings of the Arctic. They limited the time 

frame to Dmitri Medvedevs president period (2008-2011). The articles where then analyzed 

based on their coverage on Arctic issues. They sorted the articles within categories via an 

inductive method; they came up with categories as they performed the analysis. The 

categories identified were: Arctic conflict, Arctic cooperation, Security, Arctic shipping, 

Arctic domestic, Arctic research, Climate, Energy, and Official. They also performed a 

qualitative analysis, by asking: what requires attention in the Arctic? Who can do something 

about it? Who is obligated to act?  

 

Wilson Rowe (2013) also conducted an in-depth analysis of Russian media framing of the 

Arctic focusing mainly on cooperation/conflict. The results show that 56 out of 323 articles 

fell into the category conflict/cooperation, and that the cooperation-oriented articles grew 

steadily during the whole period. The results show a large increase in cooperation-oriented 

articles in the year of 2011, and no articles with a conflict-oriented message were published at 

all that year. That of course raises a lot of questions regarding Russia, who is somewhat 

known to be a “bad guy” in global politics by several actors (Ibid.). 

 

It seems like the Arctic, in the analyzed period (2008-2011), was insulated from the otherwise 

shifting relations between Russia and the west. Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud (2014) suggests 

that this could be the result of successful diplomatic work that has sought to mark the Arctic 

as a zone of peace and cooperation, such as the Arctic Council. Several Russian politicians 

including the president at the time, Dmitri Medvedev, has claimed that there is no need for 

military presence in the Arctic, and that all problems in the Arctic should be solved with 

cooperation and peace (Ibid.). With that said, there was also a more confrontational approach 

in some of the cases. Russia has great interests in the Arctic, and they will defend them if 

necessary. Before Vladimir Putin's current period as a president, he stated during an United 

Russia party meeting that Russia has serious plans to expand their presence in the Arctic. He 

even said that Russia is willing to firmly defend its own geopolitical interests in the region if 

necessary. (Wilson Rowe 2013) 

 

To conclude; in the analyzed period Russia was content with the administration of the Arctic, 

but still willing to defend its own interests if necessary. Though, according to Wilson Rowe 

and Blakkisrud (2014), Russia is not known for its willingness to cherish long term 
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international cooperation. Instead, they prefer short term winnings or immediate gains. 

Although, this is not the case in the Arctic, where Russia has long held a cooperative 

approach. 

 

Two important factors should be considered when looking at these studies. First, the Russian 

framing of the arctic may have changed since the annexation of Crimea. The data used by the 

authors were collected before the Ukraine-crisis, and several scholars, such as Rotnem (2018) 

and Khaldarova & Pantti (2017), argues that there has been an increase in anti-western 

rhetoric since then. This highlights the need for further research on this subject, which 

explains our interest in this field. Finally, a lot has happened with the geography in the Arctic 

since Wilson Rowe’s study. The ice has decreased considerably due to climate change 

(Kapsch et al. 2019), which makes it interesting to look at from a geopolitical point of view. 

 

Arctic – a geopolitical region 

Understanding the complexity of the Arctic, a geopolitical approach can be of help (Zellen 

2009). The term geopolitics derives from the Swedish political scientist Rudolf Kjellén 

(Bashford 2014), who argued that the problems and circumstances of a state arise from its 

geographical features. Kjellén also wrote that a state’s geographical position would determine 

its security strategies and the influences of power relationships with other states (Haldén 

2007). According to Kelly (2006) within geopolitics, regions are of political, economic and 

military interests for states, where relations between states are a global game where they clash 

over these interests. Security challenges of a state has evolved since the days of Rudolf 

Kjellén, something that is pointed out by Haldén (2007). Dellmuth et al. (2018) writes that 

today climate change is an increasing security risk for both humans and states. According to 

Dellmuth et al. (Ibid.) most researchers agree that climate change intensifies already existing 

vulnerabilities in unstable regions. The authors claim that there is a lack of knowledge 

regarding this subject relating to aspects such as geopolitics. The writers also point out that 

climate security risks rarely are state bound, but instead transnational. This has led to an 

increased commitment from states to patriciate in intergovernmental organizations such as the 

European Union or NATO.  

 

In the past, the Arctic’s significance politically had to do with the fact that it was the shortest 

distance between the Cold War’s biggest opponents; the Soviet Union and the United States 
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(Young 1992). As the Cold War ended, the Arctic states have mostly engaged in cooperative 

activities to deal with shared concerns regarding the region. This emphasis has led to the 

creation of several organizations, most prominently the Arctic Council (Ojala and Pantti 

2017). The Arctic Council acts as an intergovernmental forum for the Arctic states. The 

Council was founded in 1996 and the same year a declaration was signed by the eight Arctic 

states: Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark, Iceland, Russia, USA and Canada. The purpose 

of the Arctic Council is to promote cooperation between the states and the work on 

sustainable development in the region, environmental protection, preservation of culture and 

tradition among arctic inhabitants (Hund 2014). The current guidelines for the Arctic are 

clarified in the Fairbank Declaration, which was drawn up by the Arctic Council in 2017. It 

can be read in the declaration that the work of maintaining peace, cooperation and stability in 

the Arctic should continue. It is also mentioned that the Council is concerned about the 

growing global warming, and the fact that the Arctic is warming twice as fast as the rest of the 

world. (Arctic Council, 2017) 

 

This focus on cooperation through intergovernmental organization does not mean that all 

Arctic issues are solved with ease. Disputes regarding sovereignty over parts of the Arctic 

territory are frequent among the Arctic states. This has partly to do with most of the states 

having the same desires and fears – desires to protect routes for commercial and military 

shipping, claiming natural riches of the region and the fear that others may gain what you 

lose. Climate change has helped intensify these desires; for long the natural resources of the 

Arctic was theoretical, but when the region is warming, these riches are beginning to be up for 

grabs (Marshall 2015).  

 

Niklas Granholm’s report The Arctic: a challenge to the standard view (2016) from the 

Swedish Defense Agency, describes the dynamics between geopolitics and climate change in 

the Arctic. The report focuses on the ongoing and rapid changes the Arctic undergoes as a 

result of a warming climate. It shows that climate change, together with a changed 

geopolitical situation, has affected the strategic conditions in the region. Granholm writes that 

traditionally, five driving forces has been the basis for the handling and conduct in the region 

among the Arctic states, these are: Climate change, military strategy, intergovernmental 

cooperation, maritime shipping and energy assets in the Arctic. He argues that this dynamic in 

the region is about to change, due to changing oil prices, Russian foreign policy’s and that the 

US has shifted more of its focus to the Arctic. He claims that if the international 
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collaborations in the region stall, the Arctic will become less predictable, and that the 

geopolitical development has for some years pointed to that the Arctic is moving in this 

direction. If this is the case, Granholm (Ibid.) argues that the region needs to be continuously 

analyzed. 

 

Russia and the Arctic 

Rowe and Blakkisrud (2014) claims that in the years following the collapse of the Soviet 

Union, Russia’s primary focus in the Arctic was that of responding to the economic and social 

crisis in the High North, resulting from a failed transition from a planned to a market 

economy. It was during Vladimir Putin’s first two terms as President in 2000-2008, that a 

clearly defined Russian policy for the Arctic started to emerge. This resulted in efforts to 

make the Arctic profitable and recentralize power from the region to a federal level (Ibid.) 

 

According to Konyshev and Sergunin (2014a), the planting of the Russian flag on the seabed 

in the North pole in 2007 marks the start of an international interest in Russia’s long-term 

strategy. The authors (Konyshev och Sergunin 2014b) also argue that the perceptions tend to 

vary between western and Russian academics regarding the Russian strategy in the Arctic.  

Granholm Carlsson et al. (2016) claims that most research points to that developing the Arctic 

into an economic zone is vital in Russia’s arctic strategy. Rotnem (2018) adds, that due to 

climate change, the Russian government has prioritized exploring natural resources in the 

Arctic ocean, and that the energy sector is the backbone of the Russian economy, thus putting 

millions of people to work. It is also a requirement for the country's modernization. Konyshev 

and Sergunin (2014b) points out that for Russia, a great deal of effort is put into developing 

new shipping routes in the Arctic, since the region is becoming increasingly warmer, making 

maritime shipping a possibility in the region. Putnam (2018) claims that increasing trade 

between Europe and Asia in the High North, is of great importance for Russia. He also 

suggests that the Putin administration sees the new trade route as a geostrategic asset, which 

can legitimize an expansion of the Russian territory in certain coastal waters that no one 

currently "owns". According to Konyshev and Sergunin (2014b) climate change has also 

enabled Russia to start developing new industries in the Arctic. In the last decade, Russia has 

spent large sums of money to develop new infrastructure in the region, including drilling for 

oil (Rotnem 2018).   
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How Russia will succeed in their Arctic ambitions is being debated within the scientific 

community. Both Rotnem (2018) and Konyshed and Sergunin (2014b) argues that even 

though Russia has big plans for the arctic, it lacks the economic muscles to fulfill their 

ambitions. According to Konyshed and Sergunin (2014b) the fear that Russia will try to 

expand its territory is unlikely, since the country has large internal problems; Russian 

industries are in dire need of modernization, and the infrastructure must be developed, before 

they shift their focus to expansion (Ibid.). With western sanctions on Russia, resulting in less 

trade, and the high cost of extracting minerals in the Arctic, Rotnem (2018) claims that Russia 

will keep a cooperative approach in the Arctic. For Russia to fulfill its Arctic ambitions, 

economic investments must return to the country (Ibid.). 

 

Rotnem (Ibid.) argues that there are events that points to Russia diverging from its 

cooperative approach, since Putin began his second presidential term in 2012. The Arctic 

strategy has gone from highlighting international cooperation and peace in the Arctic, to 

becoming increasingly confrontational and hostile. This is a rhetoric that culminated during 

the Russian annexation of Crimea in 2014 (Ibid.). Russia is also the Arctic state that has the 

most extensive military rearmament in the region (Granholm 2016), something that could lead 

to increased destabilization (Konyshed och Sergunin (2014b). Rotnem (2018) also claim that 

the Putin administration uses the Arctic in a way to restore Russia's status internationally and 

legitimize the regime in the country. With increased status internationally, it legitimizes the 

regime and popularity are increasing. Rotnem (Ibid.) also argues that the Arctic strategy is 

used to increase Russia's status and gain increased support from other countries. Prestige may 

be as important as a political resource as power; what others think of you is as important as 

what you really are. The article mentions that the Russian state is dependent on getting respect 

from the western world and when they feel wrongly treated, Russia's actions turn to becoming 

increasingly confrontational. This was something that allegedly happened after the Ukraine 

crisis; Russia felt betrayed by the West after the events which resulted in an increasingly 

confrontational approach in the Arctic (Ibid.) 

 

Russia and the use of media  

According to Ojala and Pantti (2017), the discussion about geopolitics should be regarded 

bigger than to just analyze the relation between state and military action; media plays a crucial 

role in the daily production of the portrayal and presentation of geopolitics. Most newspapers 
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for example, more or less draw boundaries between what to regard as a threat and what is 

safe. (Ojala & Pantti Ibid.) 

 

Several studies claim that there is a need to study this kind of phenomenon in a Russian 

context (Dimitrova et al. 2017). Dimitrova et al. (Ibid.) argues that there are certain framings 

and narratives that the Russian state wants to mediate to an international audience, and the 

interest in this kind of research has increased rapidly over the last years. The authors also 

bring up the subject of “soft power”, and they claim that it is clearly stated in Russian foreign 

policy concept of 2013 that soft power is a common method used to affect stakeholders. 

Through state media, like Sputnik News and Russia Today, the Russian state allegedly tries to 

influence an international audience, by using certain ideas and news that goes in line with the 

state’s goals. According to Dimitrova et al. (Ibid.) this is an important part of Russia’s pursuit 

of power and their spreading of anti-democratic values.  

 

According to several statements, the Russian media-war has reached significantly larger 

proportions since the annexation of Crimea (Khaldarova & Pantti 2017). Observations show 

that Russia has placed great resources in trying to affect both domestic and international 

perceptions via its own media channels. In newspapers such as RT, the power-shift in Ukraine 

is often blamed on the west and there is also claims about a fascist threat in the country 

(Khladarova & Pantti Ibid.).  

 

Orttung and Nelson (2019) describes the newspaper RT as a different kind of propaganda 

tool. According to the authors, RT: s primary method is to complement local media in certain 

targeted countries, especially countries where an anti-western way of thought is already 

established. This differs from the type of propaganda that seek to affect a large and reliable 

audience over a long term. Instead they use, as mentioned above, this kind of targeted 

influence on small local communities to paint a positive image of Russia. Thus, according to 

Orttung and Nelson (Ibid.), RT seeks to provide the world with a Kremlin-approved framing 

of world-news.  

 

Pomerantsev and Weiss (2014) claims that RT enjoys an annual budget of around 300 million 

dollars, and that the RT tv-channel reaches around 600 million people. RT itself claims to 

have received over a billion hits on its online channel, which would make it the most watched 

news channel in the world. Though, these numbers should be handled with care.  
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Framing theory 

 

In this section we briefly present the concept of framing theory to give the reader an 

understanding of what framing is. Goffman (1974) explained frame theory as a schemata of 

interpretation that can explain and provide a perspective to an individual confronting a series 

of events or information. Gitlin (1980) argues that framing in news media help describe how 

certain matters are defined and discussed in public opinion. News media also functions as a 

way for those in power to be able to define ideological spaces (Ibid.). According to Borah 

(2011) frames can highlight certain parts of an event while excluding other parts. McCombs 

and Shaw (1972) have stated that agenda-setting and framing processes are strongly linked, 

since the public idea of important issues often connects with those put forth in news media. 

This is something Entman et al. (2009) also points out; citizens tend to obtain political 

knowledge from news media and not from experience, therefore news media exert influence 

over citizens opinions and perceptions. Bolsen (2010) also argue that public opinion relates to 

how news media frames its coverage of an event.  

 

According to Greenberg (2002) public opinion regarding the Arctic is primarily formed 

through media coverage from places outside of the region itself, meaning that there are not 

many people living in the Arctic and few visit it, which means that most people get their 

perception of the region from news media. Greenberg (Ibid.) also states that how media 

frames Arctic issues may even influence policymaker opinions and policy outcomes since 

they are also shaped by media coverage. 

 

Soft power 

The concept of soft power was first introduced by political scientist Joseph Nye. Soft power is 

about a state's ability to achieve its goals by persuasion and attraction. According to Nye, a 

state's success is based on the notion that other states want to follow its example, which can 

be achieved through soft power. With the help of soft power, a state can influence other states 

to conform to their ideals, often by means of attractiveness which is created by a nation's 

culture, values or politics. Soft power is about getting others to want to achieve the same 

goals as you through pure attractiveness. The opposite is hard power, which is based on 

military and economic power to get their will through (Nye 2004). A state's soft power rests 
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on three pillars; culture, political values and foreign policy. For example, the idea of Western 

democracy is an example of a successful implementation of soft power in the form of political 

values (Lin and Hongtao 2017). According to Nye (2004) soft power also has the ability to 

legitimate a state's actions.  

 

Theoretical framework 
After conducting an inductive framing analysis, we will use previous research regarding 

Russia’s geostrategic interests in the Arctic to highlight the differences and similarities with 

what we find in the articles from RT. This will help us to get answers to the geopolitical 

consequences of climate change and how it is expressed in RT.  

 

The presented research in the media section will be used in a number of ways in our analysis. 

In our analysis we have chosen RT to study if the news media is used by the Russian 

government to influence an international audience, as previous research suggest. If this is the 

case, articles that paints Russia in a positive manner and depict western states as a threat will 

emerge. We will use this research to discuss the rhetoric we find in the articles in RT, for 

example how other Arctic states is presented.    

 

In our analysis we will apply soft power theory to articles in RT that frames Russia and 

Russian actions in a positive manner. That is if something is presented as attractive or 

beneficial to arctic development that goes in line with Russian actions that focus on culture, 

political values or foreign policy. This will help us answer the question: what can be said 

about RT being used a tool for soft power? 

 

Methods and empirics  
 

Empirical material 

The empirical material for this study consists of online articles from the state-owned Russian 

newspaper RT, formerly called Russia Today. We included all types of articles from RT as 

our empirical material, this includes: news articles, op-eds, sports and shows (RT 2019). We 

limited ourselves to articles published between the years 2014-2018.  
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The newspaper RT was chosen as empirical material for several reasons. RT is a state-owned 

magazine that produce material in English which is intended for a non-Russian audience. RT 

is also claimed to be used by the Russian state to help spread a non-western perspective on 

news to an international audience. This is pointed out by Orttung and Nelson (2019) and  

Dimitrova et al. (2017) who also argues that RT is a newspaper website strongly influenced 

by the Russian government to spread their Kremlin approved perspective. Since we do not 

speak Russian, we had to limit ourselves to Russian state-owned media outlets that produces 

content in English. RT being the largest Russian newspaper that focus primarily on reaching 

an international audience, makes it especially interesting to relate to framing of climate 

change in the Arctic in RT. 

 

Content analysis 

To identify different themes in the articles from RT, related to climate change in the Arctic, 

we will carry out a quantitative content analysis.  

 

Esaiasson et al. (2012) describes that a content analysis is a useful tool when you want to 

identify themes within a large amount of material and quantify how often materials from these 

themes occur.  

 

Before starting with the main analysis, it may be good to get acquainted with the material you 

intend to study. One can investigate smaller amounts of material to form an idea of what can 

provide the best information for the study, a so-called pilot study. The pilot study can also 

give inspiration regarding which categories you could use in the main study when 

categorizing the material. Here, you often also determine the delimitation of the analysis; 

which years you intend to analyze and what kind of material you should use. (Bergström and 

Boréus 2012) 

 

Before entering the analyzed material into a category, it must first be interpreted. It is 

therefore important to specify the interpretation rules (Esaiasson et al. 2012). According to 

Bergström and Boréus (2012), it is the explicit aspects of a text that is studied through this 

method; what does the text say? You search for manifest elements, what is said clearly, and 

then arrange the text in a category. Here you can, for example, search for themes in the texts 

that are distinctly visible. If you want to investigate how something is said, or if something is 
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said implicitly, you must turn to other methods. It is therefore important that you decide at an 

early stage what rules should apply when processing your material; it is of great importance 

that there is clarity on how materials that look in a certain way should be categorized. This is 

very important when it comes to the reliability of the analysis, which is a kind of grade on 

quality and accuracy (Esaiasson et al. 2012). One can in a relatively simple way carry out a 

reliability test, by allowing another person to carry out the same analysis as you have done, 

but on a smaller part of the analyzed material.  

 

When you determine which category or theme the text belongs to, it is added to the 

compilation of the analysis. 

 

Framing analysis 

According to Esaiasson et al. (2012) is it possible to make a deeper analysis of the articles 

with the help of a qualitative method. To do this, you can conduct a framing analysis. Framing 

analysis is often used when one wants to investigate different framings within a certain 

amount of material. In our case: news articles. News media is substantially interpretations and 

descriptions of events, thus contributing to a construction of reality. Texts that seek to 

communicate, such as news articles, are carrier of frames, and within these frames there could 

be of interest to investigate what is present and what is absent (Entman 1993).   

 

For our framing analysis, we have chosen Robern Entman’s (1993) definition as a 

methodological foundation. Entman’s method is centered on four principles. Based on these 

‘steps’ it is beneficial to form an analytic framework;  

• Step one is to identify what is defined as the problem in the current news article.  

• Step two is to identify what is defined as the causes of the problem. 

• Step three is to identify the moral stand in the article, regarding the subject.  

• Step four is to identify what is suggested as the solution of the problem. 
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                  Figure 1 shows Entman’s (1993) four main types of frames  

 

According to Entman (1993) at least two of these four principles are typically represented in 

newspaper articles, but they can also contain more framings than the four above. He also 

emphasizes that the purpose of this classification is to identify the immediately prominent 

characteristics in the articles, based on these four principles. Carter (2013) adds that another 

principle could be considered; define/discuss what is not mentioned in the article. He 

highlights this as particularly interesting when analyzing frames, and we will use this fifth 

principle to complement Entman’s four principles in our analysis. We believe that this method 

will be most suited for our analysis, as we try to identify framings of the Arctic climate 

change in RT.  

 

It is crucial to always have a self-critical way of thought through the whole analysis, and it is 

important to always aim to be objective. Carter (2013) points out that frames represent 

different views of the world, which means that they are subjectively drawn. This also 

concerns the subject of preunderstandings. Since we have relatively high preunderstandings, it 

might bias our analysis and make it hard to repeat by another scholar. This must be considered 

all the time during our analysis, and we must always be transparent and motivate our choices.  

In our work with this study, we decided not to use the three-way critical discourse analysis by 

Norman Fairclough. We decided that the method was too time consuming and that we would 

get answers that did not relate to our initial research questions. This is important from a 

validity point of view. Validity can be explained by asking: will we get the answer we are 

looking for with the help of this method/analytic tool, or are they not relevant to answer the 

research problem? Esaiasson et al. (2012) Points out that "... the questions - the analytical tool 

- should be considered as empirical indicators of the general phenomenon the researcher is 

interested in investigating" (Esaiasson et al. Ibid. P.216. Translated to English by us). Thus, 
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we decided to use the framing analysis by Entman, because it will be more relevant to our 

research problem.  

 

The results from the framing analysis will be presented in the analysis section of this study, 

where the results will be both presented and discussed, using quotes that we identified during 

the analysis. 

 

Validity and Reliability 

 A high amount of validity means that you measure what you intend to measure (Esaiasson et 

al. 2012). As mentioned above, one example is our decision not to use the three-way critical 

discourse analysis by Norman Fairclough. We decided that this method did not measure what 

we intend to measure (framing), so we chose another method; framing analysis based on 

Entman’s principles. We think that this leads to a higher amount of validity in our study. 

 

To reach high validity of the results you also have to consider the reliability. Esaiasson et al. 

(Ibid.) argues that a lack of reliability often occurs because of randomness or carelessness 

when collecting the materials for your study. In general, it means that the rules for the 

collecting and/or coding of the material should be formed in such a way that another scholar 

could repeat your study, and also reach the same conclusions as you.  

 

Method criticism 

Everything is not meaningful to quantify. That something occurs more often does not mean 

that it is of importance to notice. In some contexts, it is more important to study how 

something is said, not how many times it is said. Another criticism against quantitative 

content analysis often brings up that it’s hard to analyze implicit factors. (Bergström and 

Boréus 2012) 

 

Critics against framing analysis often points out the inexplicitness of the method. The method 

is based on subjective interpretations by the scholar, which can lead to a lack of objectivity 

(Carter 2013). This must be considered during the whole analysis, though, Entman’s 

principles offers a clear framework in what to analyze in a text. With the help of these 

principles, and always motivating our interpretations we hope to reach a high objectivity in 

our study.  
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Analysis process 

We first started by performing a pilot study as recommended by Bergström and Boréus 

(2012). We tried different keywords to see what types of articles came up in our search, and to 

see which keywords that were most relevant. The articles were categorized according to an 

inductive method, which is the same approach that Rowe and Blakkisrud (2014) used in their 

analysis; we formed the categories as we did the analysis. We limited the pilot study to the 

year 2014. During the pilot study we had difficulties placing the articles in categories we 

ourselves created, since we felt biased by the previous research we had read beforehand and 

the categories we saw there. In the main study, we chose to work deductively, with categories 

identified by previous research.  

 

Before beginning the main study, we formed categories based on the study by Wilson Rowe 

and Blakkisrud (2014). The reason we chose this specific set of categories was because the 

author’s (Ibid.) wanted to illustrate that there is a lot of ways to frame the Arctic, and it is 

represented in different ways. For example the Arctic is sometimes framed around resources, 

other times around cooperation/conflict, and sometimes like a climate change affected 

geographic area. Since we were not able to form our own categories inductively, we chose to 

use the categories by Wilson Rowe and Blakkisrud (Ibid.) to point to the diversity in how the 

Arctic is framed in Russian news media. This was also done because we wanted to see which 

categories were the most dominant in articles about climate change in the Arctic. The 

categories are listed below, and they are followed by their individual interpretation rules.  

 

• Conflict – competition or conflict-oriented material that might suggest that there is a 

“race for resources in the Arctic”. 

• Energy – material that primarily concerns issues of Arctic energy resources or the 

extracting of resources. 

• Climate – material that focuses primarily on climate related events in the Arctic.  

• Research – material that covers Arctic scientific research. 

• Cooperation – material that focuses on a working international cooperation in the 

administration of the Arctic. 

• Security – material that focuses on military and/or border security. 
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• Domestic – a wide category that focuses on material of a domestic kind, for example 

tourism. 

• Miscellaneous – material that did not belong to any of the above categories. 

We decided to add an additional category of our own: miscellaneous. According to Esaiasson 

et al. (2012), it is beneficial to add a miscellaneous-category to be able to reach full 

completeness while collecting material. We did not end up using all of Wilson Rowe and 

Blakkisrud’s categories, two were not used by us because we did not find anything in our 

analysis related to these categories. These were ‘Shipping’ and ‘official’. 

 

As with the pilot study, we searched with the keywords “arctic climate change” on RT:s 

website. We decided that we should delimitate our analysis to the years 2014-2018, because 

of the Crimea-annexation taking place in 2014. In our search we got a total of 118 hits. We 

decided that “arctic” or “climate change” should be mentioned in the headline or the preamble 

for an article to be relevant; 54 were judged as irrelevant because of this. 64 was judged to be 

relevant and ended up being categorized.  

 

When conducting the analysis, we felt it worked well to categorize the articles. However, we 

had some difficulties distinguishing between the categories ‘conflict’ and ‘security’. We 

discussed this issue when it occurred and decided that we should seek help in the 

interpretation rules. With the help of a close reading of the rules and some discussion it 

became clearer how to categorize.  

 

In the above analysis it was not possible to get a deep understanding about the content of the 

articles, but it gave us an idea about the different ways of framing the Arctic. Here we could 

see that the categories climate, energy and conflict were the most dominant, with more than 

double the amount of articles compared to the other categories. In order to make a deeper 

analysis of how climate change in the arctic is framed in RT and discuss the possible 

geopolitical consequences presented in RT, and to analyze the relation to soft power, 

we did preparations to make a framing analysis based on Entmans (1993) four principles.  

 

We decided that the framing analysis would be conducted on the three largest categories 

identified in the quantitative content analysis; climate, energy and conflict. The reason that we 

only analyzed three categories was because of the limited amount of time, and the limited 
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extent of the study, and because of the categories large extent compared to the non-analyzed 

categories. 

 

Before starting the framing analysis, we prepared an excel sheet. In this excel sheet we 

entered the four principles by Entman; define problem, cause of the problem, moral 

judgements, and solution of the problem. We also added a fifth principle as recommended by 

Carter (2013); define/discuss what is not said. During the whole analysis we used this sheet as 

a framework for the study.  

 

We analyzed half of the articles each and compiled it when we were finished. As Entman 

(1993) suggested, we searched for the explicit and obvious themes in the articles and entered 

the results in the excel sheet. Via close reading of the articles it worked well to define the 

general claims of the articles, with the help of Entman’s principles.  

 

When making the framing analysis we considered it important to “forget” what we knew 

about Russia, to make the analysis as objective as possible. We regarded the article as one 

entity that was not part of a greater context, and we worked inductively; we did not expect 

anything when analyzing the article. This was done to make sure that the framing took shape 

without any bias or previous knowledge.  

 

When presenting the results of the framing analysis below, we focused on highlighting the 

most common way of framing a category. For example, when presenting the ‘energy’ 

category, there was a strong focus on the problems of western energy exploitation in all of the 

articles, which explains why the focus of our analysis lies on presenting quotes related to that 

kind of material. We also looked for aspects that could be related to previous research, mainly 

around soft power and geopolitics. 

 

We felt that the framing analysis was well suited for our study, and we judged that the result 

will help us answer our research questions. When discussing the results from this analysis, we 

will explain and motivate our interpretations, thus keeping transparency.  
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Analysis  

 

 
Figure 2 shows the result from the quantitative content analysis made on material from RT. 

 

The results from the quantitative content analysis are presented in figure 2 above.  

• The largest category is Climate, with a total of 20 articles.  31 % of the articles was 

placed in this category.  

• The second largest category is Energy, with a total of 13 articles. 20 % of the articles 

was placed in this category.  

• The third largest category is Conflict, with a total of 12 articles. 19 % of the articles 

was placed in this category.  

• The fourth largest category is Security, with a total of 6 articles. 9 % of the articles 

was placed in this category.  

• The fifth largest category is Research, with a total of 5 articles. 8% of the articles was 

placed in this category.  

• The sixth largest category is Cooperation, with a total of 4 articles. 6 % of the articles 

was placed in this category. 

• The two smallest categories were Miscellaneous and Domestic, with a total of 4 

articles each, which represents 3 % of the articles each.  
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With help from the quantitative content analysis, we placed the articles from RT in different 

categories. We chose to continue our analysis by choosing the three largest categories to make 

a framing analysis on. The three categories are presented below. We chose to use Entman’s 

(1993) principles to structure the analysis; problems and causes, solutions, and moral 

judgements. We also added ‘what is not mentioned?’. 
 

Climate 

Problems and causes  

When analyzing how framing of ‘climate’ in the Arctic is presented in RT, the melting of sea 

ice is seen as the most prominent problem. Almost all articles in this category build upon 

retreating glaciers or sea ice, and climate change is to blame. In some cases, the problem of 

melting sea ice seems to be used to illustrate the large effects of global warming rather than 

local effects the melting of sea ices has on the region. For example, one article uses the size of 

India to show how much sea ice has been lost, which gives the reader a clear mental 

understanding of how much sea ice that has disappeared due to climate change: “In a massive 

blow to those hoping to combat climate change, it’s been revealed that sea ice in both the 

Arctic and Antarctic has been lost, which equates to roughly the size of India, or 

two Alaskas.” (RT 2016a). In this case the article merely uses the polar regions in a way to 

address global warming, rather than the effects the loss of ice has on the region itself.   

 

Another article indicates that climate change is the cause of Greenland’s loss of ice. Here 

again, the region seems to be used to illustrate the large effects of global warming, rather than 

presenting the effects the melting of sea ice has on Greenland. Putting emphasis on large areas 

of the world disappearing due to global warming makes the impact of the problem more 

imminent, rather than simply write about the cause of global warming, which is more 

abstract:  “Greenland is one of the most rapidly warming regions worldwide. Its vast ice 

sheets […] are currently in retreat. […] The new study, which was published on Wednesday 

in the International Journal of Climatology, endorses this, saying atmospheric changes 

causing warming in Greenland are having definitive impacts” (RT 2016b)    

 

The regional problems of melting sea ice in the Arctic does appear in some articles and they 

focus on animals living in the arctic region; How their natural habitat is disappearing, or the 

changes in population of certain species “According Dr. Pete Ewins […] the fall in the polar 
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bear population “is a clear warning sign of the impact a warming Arctic has on ice-

dependent species like the polar bear” (RT 2014a). 

 

Another example illustrates how walruses are affected by the disappearing sea ice: “Record 

numbers of Pacific walruses have come ashore in northwest Alaska after being unable to find 

ice in the Arctic waters to rest and feed themselves. The enormous gathering has caused 

further concerns over global climate change.” (RT 2014b)  

 

It is hard to say why animals are used to illustrate the local effects climate change has on the 

Arctic. This might have to do to with the low number of humans living in the 

Arctic, making the negative impact of climate change with regards to 

human society less of a threat. Though there are people living in the 

Arctic, many whom are indigenous, and as pointed out by Greenberg (2002) 

media coverage of the Arctic comes primarily from news outlets outside the 

region itself. Readers living outside of the Arctic may be less interested or 

less informed about people living in the Arctic, making these types of news less newsworthy. 

 

An interesting aspect regarding how RT frames climate change in the Arctic is that two of the 

articles analyzed within this category wrote about the positive effects of climate change in the 

polar region; “A new study suggests that widespread melting Arctic ice may actually be 

benefitting life in the region. […] we can expect the release of more and more food for 

creatures in the polar sea” (RT 2017a). Another article says “Humans' greenhouse gas 

emissions and a warming climate have caused increased vegetation growth […] in the 

Northern Hemisphere. Warming means lengthened growing seasons” (RT 2016c). These 

articles highlight the possibility that climate change can increase growing seasons and with an 

increased vegetation could make the polar region more habitable for larger animals or allow 

growing crops.   

 

Russia being the largest Arctic state may benefit from these changes, making more of their 

land arable and possibly strengthening their economy. Developing the 

Arctic into an economic zone is vital in Russia’s Arctic strategy 

as previously mentioned by Granholm Carlsson et al. (2016). If we use the theoretical lens of 

soft power to understand these articles, one possibility to why RT chooses to highlight these 

positive effects could be to influence an international audience to make Russia’s Arctic 
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strategy attractive and legitimize their actions, like developing oil and gas fields or the 

Northern Sea Route. Readers may not only see the negative side of climate change, they 

might also consider its beneficial effects. As Nye (2004) writes, soft power can legitimize a 

state's actions and get others to want to achieve the same goals as you (Ibid.). 

Correspondingly, Orttung and Nelson (2019) argues that RT is used to provide the world with 

a Kremlin-approved framing of news. Dimitrova et al. (2017) also argues that RT is a soft 

power tool for the Russian state, who uses the news site to influence an international 

audience, by using certain ideas and news that goes in line with the state’s goals.  

 

Although, arguing that Russia uses a positive framing of Arctic climate change as a soft 

power tool based on only two articles is not enough. It would be interesting to analyze articles 

of news media from other Arctic states to see if these types of articles carrying the same 

message also occurs. After all RT also provides the reader with negative impacts of climate 

change to a greater extent.   

 

Even though climate change tends to be portrayed in a negative way, there is little coherence 

of what’s causing climate change in RT. At times it is attributed to natural events, that is part 

of the planets natural cycle. Other articles write about high levels of carbon dioxide and the 

human influence of the climate system. El Niño is mentioned in several articles as 

contributing to the warming climate together with anthropogenic climate change: “In parts of 

Arctic Russia, temperatures were 6 degrees Celsius to 7 degrees Celsius above the long-term 

average.  […] The preliminary report blames the powerful El Nino for a spike temperature at 

the start of the year (RT 2016d).    

 

It is hard to speculate why RT mixes results of anthropogenic climate change and natural 

events, such as El Niño to explain global warming. One answer may be found in Dimitrova et 

al. (2017) and Khaldarova and Pantti (2017) argument that RT is used by the Russian 

government to influence international audiences perceptions of events in RT. Most articles 

that write about climate in the Artic uses US governmental sources from NASA or NOAA 

(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration). If you put different information about a 

subject from the same source, giving contradictory answers, this may cause confusion to the 

reader on what is the truth, and perhaps even discredit the source, in this case the American 

government. This however is mere speculation but are in line with research arguing that the 
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Russian government uses media to spread different narratives of events. Another answer 

could be that RT simply wants to present various answers to a complex subject like climate 

change, allowing the reader to make up their own mind.  

 

Solutions  

It is not always clear what is seen as the solution to the problem regarding climate issues in 

the Arctic in RT. Articles related to solutions tend to argue that politicians are the ones who 

need to tackle the problem of climate change; “Our top-level politicians should make tackling 

climate change their utmost priority before it's too late” (RT 2018a) or “The world’s nations 

should unite in an “unprecedented” effort to curb the global rise of temperatures by a larger-

than-agreed margin” (RT 2018b).   

 

As presented above, several articles frame the solutions to climate change as a political 

mission. Several articles write about the importance of international cooperation to combat 

climate change. If RT is used as a soft power tool to present Russian state-approved 

narratives, like Dimitrova et al. (2017) argues, it seems like these articles follow the results 

by Rotnem (2018) and Konyshed and Sergunin (2014b) who argues that Russia holds a 

cooperative approach in the Arctic. If this is the case, Russia might wish to keep participating 

in intergovernmental organizations to stop climate change. This is in line with Dellmuth’s et 

al. (2018) research who argue that transnational cooperation is important to defend against 

climate security risks.  This result is also in line with previous research from Wilson Rowe 

and Blakkisrud (2014) who concluded that Russian media present the Arctic as a zone of 

cooperation.   
 

During the analysis, Russia’s work on managing climate change only occurred once, and it 

highlighted the positive efforts made by the Russian government: “Russia is taking part in 

developing collective measures by the world community to mitigate the human-made impact 

on the climate […] Over the last two decades, Russia has managed to reduce its total 

emissions in the energy sector […] Russia is encouraging research and development in the 

field of energy efficiency, expanded use of renewable energy sources, greenhouse gas sink 

technologies and environmentally acceptable innovative technologies “(RT 2015a). 

 

Here, one could argue that RT is used as a soft power tool to present Russia in a positive 

manner that sees climate change as a threat, and they put effort to stop it. As Nye (2004) 
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points out, a way for a state to achieve its goals is to make the nations values and politics 

attractive to an international audience. Rotnem (2018) writes, prestige is of importance for the 

Russian state, with increased status internationally, it legitimizes the regime and its popularity 

increases. In this case the article presents all the big efforts Russia has made to stop climate 

change. Russia is presented as taking the lead in fighting global warming, making it look like 

they take climate change seriously and are willing to put a lot of effort to stop it. On the other 

hand, if RT is used a soft power tool to increase the Russian states popularity, one could 

assume that more articles about Russian efforts to stop climate change would occur. As our 

analysis show, only one article within this category is about Russia’s efforts to stop global 

warming.  

 

Moral Judgements  

Most articles within this category does not seem to carry moral judgements to a large extent, 

which is not surprising since Entman (1993) argue that when conducting a framing analysis 

only 2-3 principles usually appear. In this case we believe that there is a lack of moral 

judgements since the primary focus in this category is about presenting scientific results, not 

blaming certain actors or causes. Although, many of the articles write about melting of the 

Arctic and its effect on the animal population, polar bears are frequent in these articles. It 

could be argued that presenting the negative effect global warming has on animals is a way of 

making moral judgements; Our way of life is hurting innocent animals and we are not doing 

anything about it. When only reading headlines in RT, climate change tends to be sensational 

emphasizing on drastic changes and large events. Examples of this is: Arctic ice pack the size 

of Florida melted after ‘extreme cyclone’ (RT 2016d), Chunk of ice ‘the size of India’ 

disappears from polar regions (RT 2016a), Climate chaos in UK driven by melting ice-caps, 

warming over Greenland – study (RT 2016b) and ‘Uncharted territory’: Drastic climate 

change in 2016 will continue this year – report (RT 2017b) .Words like ‘chaos’, ‘extreme’ 

and ‘drastic’ are often used to describe events relating to climate change, framing it like a 

doomsday scenario. This could also be a way of making moral judgements, saying that if we 

do not change our way of life, the world will come to an end. Several articles blames human 

lifestyle as a reason for climate change (RT 2018a, RT 2018b).  

 

What is not mentioned?  

During 2014-2015 the causes of climate change are never mentioned. One answer may be that 

the cause of climate change is well known to the public and making it unnecessary to write 
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out. It could also be argued that RT does not want to present the causes of climate change. In 

later years causes of climate change is being pointed out, although the causes vary between 

natural events and anthropogenic greenhouse gas emissions.  

  

Energy 
 

Problems and causes 

When analyzing the framing of the ‘energy’ articles, it became quite clear that there was no 

focus on Russian energy-matters. Instead, in all the articles there are a strong focus on western 

energy, mainly oil extraction in the US Arctic. Big company names such as Shell and BP are 

the primary target here, and the articles are carrying a lot of negative tones.  
 

“LEGO has announced it will not renew its contract with Shell ending a 50-year association. 

It comes three months after a Greenpeace campaign to prevent the exploration of the Arctic 

which got the support by more than a million people worldwide” (RT 2014c). The emphasis 

here is that there is a big company, LEGO, that has decided to end the collaboration with 

Shell after worldwide protests by Greenpeace and “more than a million people”. In the article 

there is also said that more companies than Lego has ended their relationships with Shell. This 

is framed as the problem. 
 

“It [Shell] desperately needs partners like LEGO to help give it respectability and repair the 

major brand damage it suffered after its last Arctic misadventure” (Ibid.). In this quote there 

is a negative tone against the oil giant Shell, and it is emphasized that the company needs this 

kind of support to care for its brand name. This is pointed out as the only way for Shell to 

restore the respectability of the company, but that is hard to reach because of the past 

misadventures in the Arctic.  
 

“In our view, if you don’t know enough about a place – in this case, what either an oil spill or 

a response would look like – then you really shouldn’t be up there to drill in the first place 

[When talking about American oil exploitation]”(RT 2014d). Here, there is also criticism 

against the US oil industry in general, and it is said out loud that the US should not be dealing 

with things that they do not have the knowledge to do. In the article there is also emphasized 

that the US neither have the resources or the infrastructure to carry out such a task (Ibid.). 
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This could be argued to be the cause of the problem; the US has no knowledge of this, which 

leads to ‘misadventures’ in the Arctic.  

 

Solutions 

The solutions to these problems on the other hand, is not very specified. It could be argued 

that the solution to the problem is that Shell or BP simply stop drilling for oil, which of course 

would benefit the Russian energy sector. As Rotnem (2018) argues, Russia has great interests 

in the Arctic, and is preparing infrastructure in the region for extracting oil. As presented in 

the previous research, Rowe (2013) argues that the framing of the Arctic sets the boundaries 

of what is politically possible. Hence, if you frame the energy question like an all-US-failure 

question, Russian energy might be seen as a much better option in the targeted communities. 

Ojala and Pantti (2017) suggests that media on some occasion is used to draw boundaries 

between ‘us and them’, which might be the case here. By marking the US oil sector as a 

failure and environmentally hazardous (them), Russian energy (us) could be perceived as a 

safer and more effective alternative.  

 

Moral judgements 

There is also the environmental question, which is frequently brought up when speaking about 

energy, and it could be argued that these kind of messages carries a moral tone, for example:  
 

“In 2015, the US will assume the leadership role [In the Arctic council] as a warming planet 

has opened up new opportunities. These commercial interests worry advocates of 

ecologically-intelligent approaches to the Arctic” (RT 2014d).). This quote tells us that an US 

leadership in the Arctic council could be leading to ecological interests not being fully met. It 

could be argued that RT disagrees with the commercial interests that the US has in the Arctic, 

and that the environmental question should get more room.  

 

Environmental activism also gets a lot of room in RT when speaking of energy questions, 

which is also seen in the first quote in this section about LEGO and Shell. Actors from 

Greenpeace and other organizations are often interviewed and quoted when dealing with such 

issues, for example: “BP has been involved in some of the world’s biggest environmental 

disasters and actively lobbies against meaningful action against climate change” (RT 2015b), 

and “We need to expose this absurd and dangerous act of greenwashing by a company that is 

contributing to catastrophic climate change” (Ibid.). 
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The quotes above are taken from interviews with activists related to an art festival. Words like 

‘disaster’ and ‘catastrophic’ is frequently used in these kinds of articles, and we argue that this 

could be interpreted as moral judgements. RT continues by writing: “The ruling, which could 

land BP with fines totaling tens of millions of dollars, is the latest of a series of US regulatory 

crackdowns on the energy firm” (Ibid.). Here, RT is again focusing on the US energy sector in 

general, and they are telling us that there has been ‘crackdowns’ like this before. It could also 

be argued that they are suggesting that this kind of events could happen again, hence these are 

described as ‘regulatory crackdowns’ in the quote.  

 

The oil drilling in the US Arctic is frequently seen as an environmental issue, and RT is using 

a lot of non-scientists by profession actors as a source to this claim, for example Greenpeace. 

We argue that there would not be very hard to locate scientific sources of these claims related 

to the environment and oil extraction, but these sources on the other hand, would probably 

criticize the oil industry as a whole. This might not be what RT wants to highlight, because of 

Russia’s involvement in this sector. As Granholm Carlsson et al. (2016) argues, the energy 

sector is the backbone of the Russian economy. Thus, when identifying sources that mainly 

criticize the US, it may be convenient to use organizations such as Greenpeace, that might 

focus more on the moral of certain events instead of the industry as a whole. By putting 

emphasis on the negative aspects of American oil extraction, this could be a way of trying to 

influence the US public’s view of energy extraction within their own Arctic borders, affecting 

policymakers to stop new oil drills in the Arctic. This is the type of frame that typically 

emerge regarding energy in the Arctic in RT, and as Dimitrova et al. (2016) and Orttung and 

Nelson (2019) suggests; it could be a Kremlin-approved “truth” that the Russian government 

wants to spread amongst targeted communities. 

 

 

What is not mentioned? 

RT doesn't mention Russian energy strategy in any of the articles in this category. The focus 

is mainly targeted at US energy-failures, and why the US should give up its Arctic dreams.  

 

All the articles in this category brings up the US and 9 out of 13 articles explicitly talk about 

US energy-failures. This might be a way of discrediting US energy policy's. Another 

possibility is that RT targets US readers, who are more interested in news about the US, rather 
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than news about the Arctic as a whole. As Orttung and Nelson (2019) points out, RT is 

claimed to complement local news media to provide a Kremlin-approved perspective around 

the world. This could explain the focus on US domestic issues, such as oil drilling in Alaska, 

rather than Russian oil drilling in Russia. 

 

One interesting aspect of our analysis is the lack of articles regarding developing Arctic into 

an economic zone, a vision the Russian government have, according to several studies 

(Granholm Carlsson et al. 2016, Rotnem 2018). If RT is used to provide the world with a 

Kremlin-approved message, one could argue that we would see more articles about the 

importance of energy and mineral extraction in the Arctic, but this is not the case. However, 

this may have to do with the fact that the Russian government do not see mineral and energy-

extraction in the region as economic viable in the near future, as mentioned by Konyshed and 

Sergunin (2014b), thus downplaying these types of news or choose not to talk about it in the 

public. Instead some articles that write about economic development in the Arctic is focused 

on the Northern Sea Route which for the Kremlin might be a more profitable and realistic 

endeavor.    

 

Conflict 

 

Problems and causes 

When analyzing the framing of the category ‘conflict’, there is a relatively broad spectrum. A 

lot of the articles are focused on confrontation or blaming. “Nuclear power becomes critical 

to Arctic dominance” (RT 2018c) is the title of one article, and that headline sums up the 

general spirit in the articles. Words like dominance brings a lot of power with it and is 

frequently used in these articles.  

 

One article, named “Ice’s melting: Will Arctic become 'a new battlefield for oil like the 

Middle East'?” (RT 2018d) is asking the question if outright war is an option in the battle for 

the Arctic already in the headline.  
 

“NATO’s exercises in Norway is a furtherance of US aggression towards many countries – in 

this case it’s towards Russia” (Ibid.). This quote is telling us that the NATO exercises pose a 

problem for Russia, which sees this as an aggression. It could be argued that the word 

“aggression” carries a lot of power, thus framing the conflict theme as the US provoking 
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Russia, which could justify means of “counter-aggression”. On the other hand, we speculate 

that these kinds of words are also frequently used in western newspapers when speaking about 

Russia, thus not making it unique to RT. 
 

“Asked about whether NATO is modeling a situation on a potential attack from Russia, Joe 

Lombardo, United National AntiWar Coalition co-coordinator, said he hasn’t seen Russian 

aggression but, on the contrary, he said “I do know about US aggression”” (Ibid.). Here, RT 

is using quotes from a member of an anti-war organization. The quote is clearly telling us that 

there is no aggression from Russia’s side, but the US aggression has reached such proportions 

that it has raised the awareness amongst anti-war movements. This may also justify Russian 

counter-aggression. It is also interesting that Russian military actions are not mentioned here, 

as Granholm (2016) argues that Russia stands for the largest military presence in the Arctic. 

However, within the category ‘security’, which we didn’t analyze, there is a lot of focus on 

Russian military action.  

 

Solutions 

“Russia occupies a leading position in small nuclear technologies more generally […] These 

countries [Russia and China] will have a head-start once the scramble for the Arctic begins 

in earnest” (RT 2018c). This quote highlights that there will be a race in the Arctic, and that 

Russia is one of the most prominent actors when it comes to nuclear energy, which is framed 

to be an advantage (solution) when it comes to Arctic dominance. They also add: “But despite 

this British interest, Western countries are some way behind” (Ibid.). 

 

By saying this, it is highlighted that not only Britain, but all the western countries are lagging 

behind in the development in nuclear energy, thus also lagging behind in the competition for 

the Arctic. This particular article concerns the subject of nuclear-powered ice breakers and its 

importance in developing the Northern Sea Route. Here RT frames the Arctic as a shipping 

route. As we suggested, the development of the Northern Sea Route might be a more realistic 

goal for Russia Arctic dominance. As Granholm (2016) points out in his report regarding the 

geostrategic changes in the Arctic, Russia has far more ice breakers than the rest of the Arctic 

states. It is pointed out in the report that ice breakers are important for the control of Arctic 

waters, and Russia is “winning” this race (Ibid.). In line with the theory of soft power by Nye 

(2004), this could be argued to frame the Northern Sea Route as something important and 

attractive. After all, as Rotnem (2018) argues, economic investments must return to the 
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country, and speaking of the Northern Sea Route in a positive way might be a way of reaching 

this goal.  

 

Moral judgements 

The RT article above also frames nuclear power as a possible solution to environmental 

problems in the arctic, and it could also be argued to carry a moral tone: “Nuclear power 

could help address the environmental challenges that are causing the ice to melt in the first 

place. [...] unless nuclear energy is meaningfully incorporated into the global mix of low-

carbon energy technologies, the climate change challenge will be more costly and difficult to 

solve”(RT 2018c). This quote tells us that nuclear energy is important if we want to solve 

climate change, thus putting Russia first in line because of the western countries lagging 

behind.  
 

“[…] the Americans will find themselves in competition with the Russians, probably means 

more than just simply oil resources [sic]”(RT 2015c). Based on an interview with an US 

military, the authors are again suggesting there is a conflict in the Arctic in the quote above. It 

also implies that there will be more to the conflict than just oil resources.  

 

It is also suggested that the US has a “hidden agenda” in the Arctic, which is portrayed in the 

following quote: “The agenda has been announced as focusing on climate change and on the 

environment. But I would suspect that the hidden agenda behind this conference is ultimately 

to develop the Arctic for the Anglo-American oil giants and extensive Arctic oil and gas 

reserves which prevail“ (RT 2015d). Here it is suggested that the US is using a climate 

change conference as a “smoke screen”, to hide its real goals in the Arctic, which is to pave 

the way for British and US oil giants. RT continues by telling us: “[…] at the same time, we 

have environmental considerations because any kind of opening up of oil and gas exploration 

above or within the Arctic Ocean would have devastating environmental 

consequences”(Ibid.). Again, climate change is used to blame US oil exploitation, and the 

quote could be argued to carry some moral value about the environment, and may seek to 

diminish US environmental thinking.  

 

“[...]for Washington to gain control over those oil and gas reserves it has to stop threatening 

countries […], particularly in view of the fact that it doesn’t have any territories within, and I 

insist, within the region of the Arctic Ocean” (Ibid.). This quote is particularly interesting, 
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because of RT denying that the US has any territories within the region of the Arctic ocean. 

This could be argued to carry some moral judgements, branding the US as a country that has 

no right to the Arctic in the first place, even though Alaska is US territory.  

 

There is also some focus on highlighting Russian presence in the Arctic, and creating an 

image of Russia as a big and powerful country: “But Russia (the world’s leading oil and gas 

producer), China (the world largest producer of goods), and India with its huge emerging 

economy opted not to sign the document [when talking about America presenting a 

declaration at a conference for all the states to sign]” (RT 2015e). 

 

Above, there is a strong emphasis in how great and powerful these nations are, and that they 

do not wish to sign the declaration presented by the US. This could be argued to frame the US 

as a country that doesn’t know what its doing, hence these very big and powerful countries do 

not wish to cooperate with them.  
 

“Exploitation of its Arctic territories is a major principle for Russia and amounts to a 

national idea.” (Ibid.). This quote could be argued to carry a moral spirit. The Arctic is a 

matter of principle, and it is part of the Russian national ideal, framing the Arctic question in a 

way that gives Russia the moral right to the area.  
 

“Russia is the world’s largest Arctic nation. About 1.5 million Russians live above the 67th 

latitude (polar), which is several times more than in all other Arctic nations combined” 

(Ibid.). Again, focus lies on the principle that Russia is the largest Arctic state, and by that 

they have all the right to a pole position in the race for the Arctic. Granholm (2016) argues 

that one of the most important factors to the changing dynamics in the Arctic is the increasing 

US presence in the region. Thus, when RT is questioning what claim the US really has in the 

Arctic, it could help shape the public’s perception in US presence in the Arctic, potentially 

undermining US ambitions in the region.   

 

What is not mentioned? 

As seen above, there is some worry that US actions will have negative impacts on the 

environment, but Russian environmental impacts is not discussed. There is a lot of focus on 

nuclear energy and its positive impact on the environment, but no focus on the current state of 

the environment, and how it is affected by humans. There is little room for solutions of the 
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problems in articles related to US interests in the Arctic, only , as argued, moral judgements. 

Generally, there is no material within this category that speaks of Russia in a negative way.  

 

Concluding discussion 

In our analysis, the three largest categories identified where ‘climate’, ‘energy’ and ‘conflict’. 

These categories were almost twice as large as the rest. We chose not to make a framing 

analysis on the smaller categories. Our conclusion might have been different if these would 

have been part of our analysis.  

 

The ‘climate’ in the Arctic is framed around global warming and melting sea ice. There are 

little focus on the local effects of global warming, instead the melting of the polar region 

seems to be used to illustrate the large effect climate change has on the world itself. Large 

chunks of ice disappearing due to a warmer climate is an effective way to illustrate the 

damaging effects a warmer climate entail. The causes of climate change are either non-

existing or ambivalent. Instead of providing informative texts about climate change in the 

Arctic, RT instead choose to frame climate change in the Arctic in a sensational way. Articles 

emphasize on drastic changes or doomsday scenarios and the environmental aspects are 

limited to the familiar polar bear. This category differs from the other categories in our study 

as it is not primarily framed as conflict-oriented. RT emphasizes that politicians should come 

together to solve climate change, and that it is a shared problem.  

 

To conclude the framing of the category ‘energy’ in RT, the focus lies on US energy 

extraction. Failures, “crackdowns”, catastrophic events and disasters is prominent themes 

when it comes to this framing. The problems presented is often related to failures of western 

oil companies, and the causes are often lack of knowledge. The solutions to the problems are 

quite implicitly presented, but it could be argued that the solutions are to stop drilling for oil. 

When it comes to the moral judgements it seems relatively linked to the environment; the 

quoting of activists could be argued to have a moral meaning. It is quite clear what is not 

mentioned; Russian energy, which is particularly interesting in this case, since scholars 

sometimes argue that energy extraction is vital in Russian economy. 

 

To conclude the framing of the category ‘conflict’ in RT, military actions from NATO and the 

US is framed to be the problem. The causes of the problem could be argued to be based in 
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wanting to provoke Russia. No real solution is presented to deal with this problem. The 

solution-oriented material instead focuses on Russian nuclear energy, which is framed to be 

vital in the race for the Arctic, and that it could help the world solve the climate issue. It is 

also emphasized here that the west (as a whole) is lagging behind in this nuclear race. Thus, 

RT is, again, diminishing western progress in the Arctic. The moral judgements in this 

category focuses on the US using climate change as a “smoke screen” to hide their real 

ambitions in the Arctic, and it is pointed to the fact that Russia is the one state that has the 

right to the Arctic. Russia is not mentioned in any negative aspect within this category.  

 

The categories ‘energy’ and ‘conflict’ are more conflict-oriented than the category ‘climate’. 

This goes against previous research that suggests that Russian news media is used to spread a 

negative rhetoric against western states, at least when looking at our ‘climate’-category. In 

fact, it seems that RT proposes a cooperative approach when it comes to climate questions in 

the Arctic.  

 

The consequences of climate change in the Arctic is often economic, this goes in line with 

research pointing to Russia wanting to make the Arctic into an economic zone. Climate 

change is made out to give the possibilities to make the Arctic economic viable. Focus points 

to the development of the Northern Sea Route, not on energy and mineral extraction. As 

previous research are suggesting, RT is used a soft power tool by the Russian government, 

and this leads us to believe that the development of the Northern Sea Route is seen as the 

most economic viable project for Russia in the near future, which could explain the positive 

image drawn of the Northern Sea Route. There is also focus on Russia leading this 

development.  

 

When it comes to environmental issues, cooperation is framed as something important, but 

when it comes to economic aspects or protecting national interests, there is a more conflict-

oriented framing. This is especially clear when speaking of foreign oil extraction and NATO 

military actions. The articles analyzed shows a critical approach when it comes to the US 

extracting oil in the Arctic, which could be a way of implicitly diminishing the US being an 

Arctic state. The military rearmament by NATO in the Arctic is not framed as them defending 

their interests, but as a military aggression destabilizing the Arctic region. This could be a 

way of suggesting that western countries don’t have the same claim to the Arctic as Russia. 
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Overall, there is hard to say if media plays crucial role in geopolitical agenda setting, and to 

what extent RT could influence an international audience. We cannot conclude that RT is 

used to spread a Russian state-approved narrative. Our analysis shows that the articles 

sometimes follow Russia’s Arctic ambitions, and sometimes not. If RT would have been used 

as a soft power tool, we believe that there would have been more focus on the positive aspects 

of Russian involvement in the Arctic. Compared to earlier research on Arctic framing, we see 

a more anti-western rhetoric in RT. What this means to the future of the Arctic region is hard 

to tell.  

Future research 

There is a need to study how other Arctic states frames climate change in the Arctic in their 

news media. It would also be interesting to make this kind of study on Russian domestic 

newspapers. These suggestions on future research would lead to a larger empiric material, 

possibly giving more information about the future of the Artic as a geopolitical region.  
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