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Introduction 
The world’s climate may be one of the biggest issues that the international decision makers 
will have to deal with. Not only does the climate issue affect the earth’s environment but also 
its different countries economic, political and social factors. Therefore the discussion 
regarding climate change and what actions need to be taken to deal with it becomes one of the 
biggest questions to date, this issue is so large that the first steps toward solving it should 
come on the highest level of authority, the meetings of almost all the countries in the world 
gathered together. One of these countries is China.  
 
China is in many ways a unique and interesting country both geographic and demographic but 
also political and cultural. The country has in the last four decades changed rapidly not only 
within its borders but also in the scene of global politics. China has in recent decades taken a 
larger part in the global environmental issues and makes its voice heard not only on its own 
behalf but also for other developing countries. During the ending months of 1997 one of the 
largest summits to date was held in Kyoto, Japan. The summit was an important step towards 
an increasing cooperation between states in the global environment issue. During the 
preliminary meetings that year and during the summit itself China alone or part of the Group 
of 77 (G-77) took part in the discussions regarding the Kyoto-protocol and its edification. The 
topic of climate change is intertwined with many other large global issues such as dealing 
with borderless emissions and the effect these have on countries. The further expansion of the 
developing countries without affecting the environment together with the developed countries 
current standards are matters which in one way or another has to be resolved. In the case of 
China one also has to consider the national matters which may arise when dealing with global 
environment issues and Chinas position towards climate politics. 
 
This thesis has been written for the benefit of The Swedish Institute for Climate Science and 
Policy Research (CSPR). The aim of this thesis is to study China’s position regarding the 
global climate and the numerous topics discussed in the meetings held during 1997 in the lead 
up to and including the Kyoto protocol summit in the same year. What is Chinas position in 
the following major topics and in what ways do they differ or agree with other parties? 
- Technology transfer. 
- Emission trading. 
- New or altered Commitments for the participating parties.   
 
The disposition of the thesis 
The thesis is divided in to six chapters. The first one serves as an introduction and gives the 
thesis the necessary background and aim. The second chapter will focus on the method of 
gathering data and analyzing it for this thesis. The third chapter explains the theoretical 
approach focusing on previous studies done in this area. The fourth chapter contains the 
analysis of the gathered data which is examined to study Chinas position regarding the Kyoto 
protocol. Chapter five will discuss the analyzed data and chapter six will conclude this thesis 
and give suggestions for future studies. 
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1. Background 
 
In order to study Chinas position during 1997 one has to put those meetings in the context of 
global environment politics which have been a part of the international dialogue for some 
time. To summarise the topic of international environment politic is not an easy task and is 
not the aim of this thesis, therefore I have chosen to limit my background to parts which I 
believe to be relevant in understanding Chinas stance during the meetings held in 1997. First 
off a summary of the international environment legislation in the form of conventions is 
presented, leading up to the Kyoto summit. Since this thesis will focus much on the Kyoto 
summit a summarization of this meeting and some of the main topics discussed by the 
participants is included. Following this is a short background on the subject of developed 
countries and developing countries (the North and South) agendas, issues and dialogue during 
the international meetings held prior to 1997. This part illustrates how the two major groups 
in the international politics interact and also on which side China resides. Finally there is a 
background section regarding the country China itself, a very large and diverse country which 
during the last decades had a remarkable change both national and international, the focus in 
this section being on Chinas economic development and their position in the arena of 
international politics. 
 

1.2 Climate change -a global issue 
The world’s climate and its future are one of the largest and most debated issues in 
international environment politics today. This issue is also one of the most challenging issues 
for the world to deal with since its potential impact on the world economy and the structures 
of countries is immense.1 Environmental issues were regarded as minor issues by most 
countries in their national interest and in international politics up to the 1970s. The rise of 
environmental movements in the industrialized countries and more reports being publicized 
on global environmental issues such as depletion of the ozone layer and increasing global 
temperature made the environment into a new issue in global politics. The environment is 
linked with many international political issues such as world trade, resource production, 
North-south relations, and internal political and social stability.2  
 
The UN conference on Human development in Stockholm in 1972 was one of the first 
international efforts to better understand the climate variations and what kind of impact 
human-induced climate changes had. Chinas first appearance in a major UN meeting came 
during this conference where Chinas position was set with the developing countries.3  In 1979 
Geneva was the host of the first World climate conference which resulted in the founding of 
the World Climate Programme (WCP). During 1988 the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) was established. The IPCC have since 1990 produced three assessment 
reports, and technical papers which have been used as standard works of reference for the 
benefit of policymakers, scientists and other experts.4 Together with the Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (FCCC), IPCC held five separate sessions between February 
1991 and April 1992 which resulted in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) which was adopted in New York on the 9th of May 1992. The convention 

                                                 
1 Jaccard, Nyboer & Sadowik (2002) p.17 
2 Porter, & Welsh Brown (1996) p.1 
3 Selin &Linnér.(2005) p.22 
4 Skodvin (2000) p.5 
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was later opened for signature at the earth summit in Rio de Janeiro in June 1992. One year 
later 165 different countries had signed this convention. Three months after the 50th 
ratification had been submitted the convention entered in force on 21 March 1994.5 The 
conventions objective is to achieve stabilization of greenhouse gas in the atmosphere to 
prevent a dangerous anthropogenic interference in the climate system. This will be achieved 
within a sufficient timeframe to allow the ecosystems to adapt to climate change, ensure a 
stable food production and to enable an economic development within a sustainable manner.6 
In Berlin from 28 March to 7th of April in 1995 the first meeting of Conference Of Parties 
(COP) was held and several issues were discussed, among them the topic of joint 
implementation and the adequacy of commitments and potential future steps. The conference 
also created the establishment of two subsidiary bodies for use under the convention, one for 
Scientific and technical advice (SBSTA) and the other for Subsidiary Body for 
Implementation (SBI).7 During these meetings one central issue was agreed upon, the 
adequacy of commitments referred to as the Berlin mandate.8 After the Berlin decision a 
negotiating body led by Chairman Raúl Estrada was established. This group was further on 
known as Ad-Hoc Group on the Berlin Mandate (AGBM).9 The second Conference of Parties 
(COP-2) was held in Geneva in July 1996.10 The COP-2 led to the recognition and 
endorsement of IPCC second assessment report as the scientific basis for further action. The 
delegates also agreed to reaffirm the existing commitments under the Convention. Among 
these the developed countries should lead the way to modify their existing trends and have a 
regular review implementation of current and future commitments.11

 

1.3 The Kyoto Protocol – An international decision 
As seen in the prior section of this thesis the work and effort preceding the Kyoto protocol 
have been a time consuming and much debated affair. The increasing levels of Green House 
Gases (GHG) are a result coming from human activity and mainly the burning of fossil fuel.12 
After eight major preparatory meetings the delegates gathered in Kyoto, Japan in December 
1997 to develop a new global protocol.13

 
During the COP-3 summit in December 1997 more than 170 countries and several hundreds 
of non-governmental and inter-governmental organisations were involved during the 
negotiations. The governments of the participant countries were the most important parties in 
the Kyoto process, as they were the ones who would adopt the final protocol. The standpoint 
of the participating countries during the Kyoto summit was influenced not only by the then 
current scientific knowledge but also by the countries own interests and agendas. The 
dependence on production and use of fossil fuels varies significantly in the countries which 
lead to differing interests regarding the pollution issue. The varied potential impacts that a 
changing climate have on the participating countries also affect the decisions that they convey 
during the meetings.14 The main objective of the Kyoto protocol is for participating countries 
to reduce their GHG emissions; this reduction is different for each participating country 
                                                 
5 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.33 
6 United nations framework convention on climate change article 2 objective p.5 
7 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.45-46 
8 ENB Vol.12 No.76 p.1 
9 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.52 
10 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.53 
11 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.55 
12 Action against climate change (1999) p.7 
13 Amstutz. (1999) p.173 
14 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.13 
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depending mostly on what part of the world it is situated and how developed it is in an 
economic sense of view.15

 
The Kyoto protocol consists of 28 articles and two annexes. Article 3 is the centre of the 
protocol and it contains the joint commitment of industrialised countries to reduce their GHG 
by at least 5% below their levels in 1990. The GHG that are subject to control under Article 3 
are the following: CO2, CH4 and N2O. These are listed in Annex A of the protocol together 
with a list of sources/sector categories for emissions of other GHG which is not referred to in 
the protocol. The base year for reduction for the first three gases will be 1990 and parties may 
choose 1995 a base year for the fluoridated gases. The participating countries are divided into 
two distinct categories, Annex I countries and Non-Annex countries. Annex I countries, which 
is the smaller group, comprises of industrialized countries such as the EU members, whose 
primary task is to reduce their GHG emissions according to the articles in the Kyoto protocol 
The Non-Annex category consists of the rest of the participating countries, many of them 
developing countries.16

 
To reach the goals of reducing GHG in a country can potentially be a very costly affair in 
terms of higher energy prices, potential reconstructions and changes in existent production, all 
affecting the final outcome. The result from factors such as higher energy prices may require 
reallocation of resources such as labour between different sectors and may lead to wage losses 
and in the end higher unemployment’s. Therefore the implementation of the Kyoto targets 
could cost the affected country much more than anticipated. The protocol therefore has a 
number of mechanisms with the purpose to reduce the cost of meeting the emissions targets, 
leading to a greater chance that the protocol will be ratified and targets met.17One of these 
mechanisms, the emission trading allows countries to trade “unused” GHG emissions with 
each other. Countries which stay below their allowed emission limit can offer their difference 
for sale. The sold off amount of emissions rights is then subtracted from the seller-country’s 
allowed emissions and added to the buyer-country’s emission limit. The trading of emission 
rights therefore creates a market which in theory will level the cost of reaching the emissions 
targets.18  
 

1.4 North-South -A dilemma 
In recent years global environment has become more intertwined with politics of international 
economic relations and policies. Topics such as trade and environment, consumption patterns 
and financing sustainable development are new agendas which were not considered until 
recently. Several factors changed this such as growing environmental consciousness on trade 
policies, emerging environmental regimes which require social and economic transitions in all 
societies and history’s first global summit in 1992, the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development (UNCED).19 One major issue regards the relations between 
developed and developing countries, the North and South relationship. The economic 
differences between developed and developing countries are vast and continue to grow. These 
differences have led to profound implications for the global environment and politics. The 
fundamental differences in the desires and agendas of developed countries (The “North”) and 
developing countries (The “South”) make it difficult to reach a unifying consensus on 
                                                 
15 Skodvin (2000) p.5  
16 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.95 
17 Action against climate change (1999) p.8 
18 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.187 
19 Porter & Welsh Brown (1996) p.107 
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international policies which benefits both parties. During the UNCED North and South 
clashed on several different topics regarding political and economical issues related to 
sustainable development, trade restrictions against developing-country products and the 
governance of multilateral institutions.20 These disagreements have escalated from the mid 
seventies with falling commodity prices which devastated the economies of development 
countries which were heavily dependent on exports. This together with heavy debt burdens 
and increasing trade barriers erected by developed countries in the 1990s hampered the South 
from avoiding degradation and depletion of natural resources. These factors have forced 
developing countries to increase their volume of commodity products which leads to more 
usage of fertilizers, pesticides and water further more straining the environment already under 
a lot of pressure in underdeveloped countries.21

 
The political context in global environmental politics has been heavily affected by the uneven 
economic relations between North and South. The developing countries view of the global 
economic structure as fundamentally uneven has according to Porter and Welsh-Brown 
(1996) often shaped their perception on the global environment and their policies and 
strategies during negotiations.22The North-South disagreement raises a fundamental topic on 
international equity. Developing countries claim that developed countries are the greatest 
benefactors of the exploitation of the environment and therefore are responsible for the most 
of the world’s pollution, resource depletion and increasing climate change. They also argue 
that because of this the developed countries are ultimately responsible to deal with these 
environmental problems. Furthermore the developing countries are not willing to restrict their 
opportunity to further economic growth which would lead them to be poorer and more 
dependent while the North can continue their large consumptions of resources.23 The South 
has also consistently argued that financial assistance is an important part in order to increase 
their environmental protection such as making a transition to chemical substitutes which will 
not affect the ozone layer and to protect their biodiversity. The developing countries argue 
that they cannot divert their scarce resources from survival needs to handle important 
environmental matters and that financial assistance would help them to fulfil the 
conventions.24

 

1.5 China – A country in rapid economic development 
China as a country and region has a very diverse and ancient history and its safe to say that an 
entire separate thesis could be written on this. Therefore the following background chapter 
about China focuses primarily on its declared modernization programme, the economical 
development of the country and which group of countries China associate itself with during 
the negotiations. The Chinese authorities declared in 1977 that an intensive program to 
modernize the country before the end of the century was to be set into action. This 
modernization program was called the “four modernizations”. The program involved 
advancement in the areas of agriculture, industry, science and national defence. In the years 
following this modernization program the scientific and technological research have received 
preferential treatment in anticipation of a general societal improvement of the country.25

 

                                                 
20 Vig & Axelrod (1999) p.6 
21 Porter & Welsh Brown (1996) p.109-111 
22 Porter & Welsh Brown (1996) p.108 
23 Vig & Axelrod (1999) p.6 
24 Miller (1995) p.139 
25 Ma & Noble (1981) p.1 
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During the nineties China became a large actor in the global energy system. The days of self-
reliance and net exports are gone and both Chinese and non-Chinese forecasts agree that 
during a decade the need for more import of energy will make China to a major oil-importer 
on the global energy market.26 Projections from IEA state that Chinas energy demand will 
increase between 1995 and 2020 to cover 23 percent of the world energy market, this demand 
will be as large as the demand from OECD countries therefore leaving approximately half to 
the rest of the world, China also already accounts for more than a tenth of the world’s carbon 
emissions. Its potential market for energy products, services and technology and its way of 
supplying this growing energy demands will affect the environment in the future.27 The usage 
of coal plays a key role in supplying Chinas energy needs with coal reserves being estimated 
to 114.5 billion tonnes at the end of 1997. The coal accounted for over 78% of the native 
energy production in 1996 and the coal production has more than doubled from 620 million 
tones in 1980 to almost 1.4 billion tones in 1996.28 According to Oberthur and Ott (1999) 
Chinas, India’s and several other developing countries CO2 emissions were already 
considerable in 1990 with a tendency to increase even more. China is expected to have 
doubled their share by 2010 and around the year 2020 developing countries CO2 emissions 
could be larger than developed countries. China may even supersede the US as the world’s 
largest emitter.29

 
China together with India is one of the major Third world actors in the international 
environment politics. They have both become key actors in the international debate not only 
by choice but also since they both represent big demographic and geographic regions. Their 
choices of having a substantial role in the international environmental politics have given 
them a role in possibly determining the fate of the global environment. In the terms of 
environmental impact all countries have different potential impact. The cooperation of China 
and India in international environmental policy making is an important part.30 The signing of 
the UNFCC in Rio de Janeiro and of the Kyoto protocol with both being ratified in 1993 and 
200231 is an indication of Chinas will to take the environmental issue seriously.32

 
China is during the negotiations associated with a larger group of countries called The Group 
of 77 (G-77).33 G-77 was established on June 15 1964 by seventy seven developing countries. 
By now 132 countries are members of the group but the name has been retained because of its 
historical significance. It is now the largest third world coalition in the UN and its aims are to 
give developing countries means to articulate and promote their collective economic interests, 
promote economic and technical cooperation between developing countries and a joint 
negotiation capacity on major economic issues in the UN system.34

 
In the G-77 three distinct groups can be identified: 
The Alliance Of Small Islands States (AOSIS) which comprises of 42 states from the regions 
of Indian, pacific and Atlantic oceans. These countries are very vulnerable to climate change, 
particularly by a possible sea level rise. The second group is called Organization of Petroleum 

                                                 
26  IEA; Chinas worldwide quest for energy security (2000)  p.13 
27 IEA; Chinas worldwide quest for energy security (2000) p.15 
28 IEA; Coal in the energy supply of China (1990)p.19 
29 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.27 
30 Miller (1995) p.43 
31 UNFCCC.org ratification list 10-03-2007 
32 Suliman (1998) p.145 
33 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.24 
34 www.g77.org access 10-03-2007 
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Exporting Countries (OPEC), which was created in the 1960s and represent developing 
countries which export oil. This group fear a decline in future income from oil exports 
because of efforts to limit CO2 emissions and global oil consumption.35 The rest of the 
developing countries form the third group. This group has much looser composition and has 
its own internal divisions, such as regional groups for Latin America and Africa.36

 

2. Method 

2.1 Selection of data 
The aim of this thesis is to illustrate how China, one of the world’s largest countries with a 
rapid economic development, viewed the beginning of the Kyoto protocol in 1997 and the 
preliminary meetings before the summit. The choice of this explicit timeframe progressed 
from several reasons, first the pretext of the meetings occurring the same year before the 
Kyoto summit are important to evaluate since these meetings show some early indications on 
where China alone or as part of the G-77 stand on certain issues and which of these issues 
they will continue to press further on. Chinas dialogue during the Kyoto summit in 1997 is 
another important data to evaluate since the beginning of the Kyoto is important in setting the 
agenda for the further negotiations. To achieve the aim of this thesis led me to choose my 
empirical data from one main source complemented by two other separate sources. 
 
The use of literature 
The literature gathered for the thesis is divided in to two separate categories, primary and 
secondary. Primary literature in this case being the Earth negotiations bulletin (from now on 
referred to as ENB),37 which is the main data used to analyze Chinas position during the 
meetings. The international institute for sustainable development’s (IISD) reporting service is 
called the ENB. The ENB is an independent reporting service that provides daily information 
on multilateral negotiations regarding the environment and development. The bulletin is 
usually a small two sided leaflet which is being distributed each day to participants in 
negotiations related to the environment and development. After every meeting the earth 
bulletin team writes a short summary and analysis of the meeting which is then distributed in 
an electronic format. The bulletin is therefore readily available to a wide range of people with 
access to the internet.38The ENB is also distributed on UNFCCC:s own homepage for 
different meetings such as the COP-11 meeting held in Montreal Canada.39 The distribution 
on the UNFCCC homepage and as a suggestion by my tutor was what led this thesis to use 
ENB as a primary source early on during the gathering of data. 
 
The ENB is written in such a way that it gives a short summary from the negotiations which 
mean that many sentences and arguments have likely been left out. The choice of words and 
sentences may also differ from what the participants might have said. The source itself is an 
official leaflet used by the people who take an active part in this meetings but the statement 
from the ENB authors40 of being completely objective will be under consideration during the 
analysis. Even though ENB may not be the most potentially unbiased choice of source, the 
lack of a more suitable source bar the transcripts from the meetings held and the fact that ENB 

                                                 
35 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.35 
36 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.36 
37 www.iisd.ca access 10-03-2007 - international institute for sustainable development’s 
38 http://www.iisd.ca/enbvol/enb-background.htm access 10-03-2007
39 http://unfccc.int/ access 10-03-2007 
40 http://www.iisd.ca/enbvol/enb-background.htm access 12-08-2007 
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cover the whole year of 1997 gives its place as the source for this thesis. One very important 
note one has to have in mind regarding the ENB is that during these meetings a large selection 
of interpreters are present for the benefit of the delegates, their role during these meetings and 
the potential of sentences being interpreted incorrectly may have a large impact on this 
material. This can with the limited resources available to this thesis not be further investigated 
but the potential problems with language barriers will be noted. 
 
By having a continuous and comprehensive reporting of the year 1997 one gets a possibly 
skew but comprehensive view of what went on during the meetings held. The IISD homepage 
download section contained 38 PDF files with summaries of meetings held during 1997. The 
size of the leaflets varies from 2 to 16 pages with the majority being 2 pages.41 The larger 
leaflets contain a number of previously printed short leaflets but also new content. Therefore 
both sorts have been included in this thesis since there may be a risk that some data can be 
overlooked from the smaller leaflets when compiled in to the larger summary leaflets. Each of 
the 38 documents was after being downloaded then thoroughly searched using one keyword, 
in this case China. Out of the 38 ENB documents 33 contained the word China. After this 
categorization the 33 documents were printed out and underwent a closer scrutiny, the 
sentences and pages where the phrase China was used were studied to recognize the context in 
which the keyword was used. Were they statements by China or by G-77/China or were they 
just a mention of the country itself? These were the questions which were answered by this 
examination. After this the found sentences were categorized by the topics discussed in the 
documents, this gave a good indication of what topics were more frequent than others. The 
statements made by China in the sorted topics were then analyzed with the use of 
argumentation analysis. This analysis gave an indication of Chinas position during the ENB 
reported meetings. 
 
The secondary literature consists of two books, The Kyoto protocol – International Climate 
Policy for the 21st century (1999) written by Oberthur - Ott and The Kyoto protocol: a guide 
and assessment (1999) written by Grubb, Vroljik and Brach. These books are included in the 
data material in the section previous studies to give a perspective from two separate sources of 
authors, both dealing with the meetings held in 1997 and what their opinions are on the topics 
discussed by the participating parties. Both of these were chosen for this thesis predominantly 
since they both give a comprehensive picture of not only the Kyoto summit but also some of 
the issues discussed prior to it and the positions of the different parties of which China is of 
interest for this thesis. These opinions and conclusions will then be compared with the 
conclusions obtained thru the analysis of the ENB leaflets. 
 
The ENB leaflets date from the 25th of February to the 11th of December and the leaflets each 
start with a short introduction on the topics discussed during the meetings. After the 
introduction the sentences written about China and the G-77 group in the leaflets will be 
analyzed with argumentations analysis. Chinas reactions during these meetings in choice of 
words be it atheoretical or theoretical, their reactions on other participant’s suggestions and 
how they receive and deal with potential criticism. Also if there are any indications that China 
sees other participant’s views and suggestion as relevant, correct or tendentious will all be 
noted and analyzed. There will be a summary of the discussions held which involve the 
quotes chosen. The reason being the importance to show what context the quotes was stated. 
It is also important to notice what other participants have stated their opinions on. Quotes will 
be chosen from ENB to further illustrate the language used during the meetings.  

                                                 
41 www.iisd.ca access 10-03-2007 
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The quotes have been chosen with a couple of criteria’s in mind: 
-Spoken by Chinas representative, these quotes are of course the most useful since Chinas 
representative is the one speaking on the behalf of the Chinese administration therefore 
voicing the country’s opinion in the matter. 
-Sentences which can be adequately analyzed with argumentation analysis, meaning 
sentences which are used during an argument and are either theoretical or atheoretical. 
Atheoretical sentences are the ones who are better suited to be analyzed since they convey the 
intentions of whoever has spoken them. 
-Some quotes are chosen to represent the arguments used during the meetings continuously 
where the same topic is discussed on several different occasions, this in order to exclude 
repetition. 
All the quotes used in the analysis of the ENB are chronologically sorted after date starting 
with the beginning of 1997 in the different topic sections. The data chosen from the books of 
Oberthur – Ott (1999) and Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999) specifically handle China and in 
some instances other parties, predominantly other developing countries. 
 

2.2 Method of analysis 
The method chosen for this thesis is based on argumentation analysis. To argue is part of 
human nature, we dispute and discuss in a number of different ways and for different reasons. 
The notion of argument and its close relations to rhetoric originate from the ancient Greeks.  
When conducting an argumentation analysis of a subject such as a debate the focus lies on 
what words and sentences that the participants choose to voice their opinions. These words 
and sentences can be divided and categorized for further analyzing of the participants attitude 
and standpoints in the discussion.42  
 
The “optimal” data for an argumentation analysis to analyze consist of preferably two 
debaters arguing over one subject.43 In this case this is not possible since the scope of the 
debates and meetings of an international nature are far greater with hundreds of debaters and a 
myriad of different topics. Even though the focus lies on China in these debates the opponents 
varies with the different topics. Therefore some parts of conducting an argumentation analysis 
which focus on the “optimal” debate such as thesis creation and conducting a list of the entire 
text are excluded from this thesis since the amount of data is far to widespread to be 
conclusive in this manner. What the method in this thesis will focus on are the words and 
sentences used by China to voice their arguments and intentions during the debates according 
to the transcript in the ENB. These words and sentences will be categorized and analyzed 
according to selected parts of the argumentation analysis. By analyzing these sentences 
Chinas opinions in the form of sympathies and antipathies in the different topics will be made 
known and the position of China during the preliminary meetings and the Kyoto summit can 
be evaluated. It must be noted yet again that the text in the ENB is not a full transcript but a 
summary of the statements made during the meetings, nevertheless some of the statements are 
quotes which may be adequate representations of the actual phrases uttered. 
 
2.3 Argumentation analysis background 
Daily communications is an important part in countries and societies. These communications 
can according to Bergström and Boréus (2005) be for example of a political nature where 
different political leaders express their opinions on a topic. These and many more similar 

                                                 
42 Bergström & Boréus (2005) p.95 
43 Ejvegård (2005) p.75 
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communications have a common concept, they try to convince the recipient to join them in 
their way of thinking. These ways of thinking can involve taking a specific course of action or 
alter the perceptions of the world around them. To be able to describe the argumentation can 
give a good assessment of the communication in different textual contexts.  44

 

2.4 Words 
Words are the cornerstone of communication and form the different parts of a sentence. The 
meaning of a word can be objective according to argumentation analysis, these words are 
called theoretical words. For instance the word paint is a theoretical word since it does not 
contain any positive or negative values. Words that have a value are labelled as atheoretical 
words in an argumentation analysis. Atheoretical words can have a positive or negative value 
and are frequently used to guide the recipient’s attitude. The word dislike has a clearly 
negative value for instance which can affect a recipient’s attitude towards something. Debates 
use theoretical and atheoretical words frequently. By studying the atheoretical words with an 
argumentation analysis one can establish the intentions, sympathies and antipathies of a text 
and its originator, even though the text may claim to be objective.45The words and terms used 
during a debate should preferably be as unambiguous as possible, otherwise 
misinterpretations can occur which hampers the process. If the debaters don’t have the same 
point of view concerning a certain word, the debate may be futile. To prevent this many 
debates have technical terms with clear definitions which the involved parties agree upon, of 
course there may be a debate regarding the definition of the definition as well.46

 

2.5 Sentences 
As with words, sentences are also divided into theoretical and atheoretical categories when 
conducting an argument analysis. All sentences are of course not always easy to define as 
theoretical and atheoretical sentences. To facilitate the analysis of a sentence both theoretical 
and atheoretical are in turn divided into several subcategories.47

Theoretical sentences can be divided into two categories, analytic and synthetic. The 
difference between these two is not always clearly discernible but to be able to establish if a 
sentence is analytic or synthetic is very valuable in an argumentation analysis. Analytic 
sentences are frequently used in political debates and are most of the time true if not these can 
usually be discovered as false, for example, China states that GHG emissions occur naturally. 
48 This statement can be revealed as false by investigating if GHG emissions occur from non 
human processes. Analytic sentences are basically just establishing facts. The usefulness of 
them to carry a debate by themselves is nonexistent, since these facts are usually already 
known by the debaters. Synthetic sentences used during a debate can be harder to verify, 
especially in a debate with a narrow timeframe where the time or resources to prove them 
false may not be available.49As with the theoretical sentences atheoretical sentences are 
divided into different categories, four to be precise. The four atheoretical categories have one 
thing in common; they do not try to define a sentence as true or false. Their purpose is to 
clarify the sympathies and antipathies of the sentence instead.50

                                                 
44 Bergström & Boréus (2005) p.89 
45 Ejvegård (2005) p.14-15 
46 Ejvegård (2005)  p.18 
47 Ejvegård (2005) p.20-21 
48 ENB Vol.12 No.40 p.7 
49 Ejvegård (2005) p.22 
50 Ejvegård (2005) p.26 
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2.6 Interpretation 
During debates there is usually a need to specify certain parts be it definitions or statements 
made by the participants. If the specification is conducted by an outside party be it a writer or 
audience the term interpretation is used. Interpretation is used as a tool by the recipient to 
better understand the context of sentences when the sources statement is unclear or vague. 
There are several ways to conduct an interpretation; the following two will be used in this 
thesis. When a text is produced and in many cases published the author has some kind of 
intention with it. Interpreting the text and establishing the author’s intention is a valid and 
useful way to get information on both the text in itself but also the author. An interpretation of 
a text can never be settled as the “truest” though it can be the most likely interpretation. An 
interpretation should therefore be regarded as a hypothesis, leading to a continuous evaluation 
during the analysis phase.51 All words and sentences used have as stated earlier some kind of 
meaning and intention. To establish the purpose of a word or sentence the use of probability 
interpretation is useful. The knowledge that a text can have more then one interpretation is an 
issue which the researcher will have to take into account. A probability interpretation regards 
one of these interpretations as a more probable given the situation and context where it’s used. 
The bigger context one take into account the more reasonable the interpretation will be.52  
 
 
 

                                                 
51 Ejvegård (2005) p.48-51 
52 Ejvegård (2005) p.52 
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3. Previous studies 
The international meetings held during 1997 leading up to and including the Kyoto summit 
have been studied and publicized by numerous authors. As mentioned in the method section 
two of these publications were used for this thesis. I wanted to compare my findings in the 
ENB leaflets with the information the authors present in their books regarding the stance 
which China had during the meetings. There were numerous topics discussed during 1997 
where China was involved. After studying the contents of both books it became apparent that 
some of the topics were more prominent than others regarding China and other developing 
countries involvement. The topics of technology transfer, emission trading and participant 
countries commitments were the major issues which China were involved in according to the 
authors. All of these topics were more or less part of the main issue, the struggle between the 
North and South. I have therefore focused my data analysis of ENB on these three topics and 
will compare it with the information put forward in aforementioned publications. I will in this 
section put forward the different author’s comments and observations on Chinas stance, and 
in some degree G-77, in these three topics during 1997. 
 

3.1 Technology transfer and development 
The concept of technology transfer can be defined as developing and transferring new 
technologies to new countries and groups, predominantly developing countries. The topic of 
technology transfer has according to Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999) been an essential part 
in developing countries domestic industry while limiting the emissions. It has been an 
important topic for the developing countries when signing international agreements such as 
the UNFCCC. Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999) further state that China put forward a list of 
specific technologies which they demanded in order to contribute towards limiting CO2. 
Furthermore developing countries saw technology transfer as a way for developed countries 
to provide technology at a fast and cheap rate below established market prices. This notion 
was met with disdain from developed countries and some business interests which regarded it 
as naïve and against commercial interests. The authors also mention that official actions from 
developing countries to endorse technology transfer during the convention discussions were 
largely unsuccessful.53

 
Oberthur and Ott (1999) does in their publication never specifically mention China in the 
topic of technology transfer but report that this topic has been of great importance for the 
majority of developing countries during the meetings held. Greater emphasis on technology 
transfer and increased funding are among the priorities which developing countries have put 
forward during the meetings. The concern of limiting GHG emissions and the possible 
negative effect this can have on developing countries future development is also an issue 
which have to be taken into consideration. The developing countries are according to the 
authors worried that further economic and social development will inevitably lead to higher 
energy consumptions and therefore the access to affordable energy sources should be further 
discussed.54

 
 

                                                 
53 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999)  p.104-105 
54 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.26-28 
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3.2 Emission trading 
One of the mechanisms which were taken under consideration to be possibly included in the 
final Kyoto protocol document was the concept of emission trading.  
 
According to Oberthur and Ott (1999), the US moved towards the notion of emission trading 
which met with opposition from the developing countries. The objection from the developing 
countries was raised with concerns regarding equity and that developed countries were 
entitled to higher emission levels.55 Also the requirements on emission trading triggered a 
forceful opposition by China, India and other developing countries according to Oberthur and 
Ott (1999). They further state that G-77/China was not united on this issue and several Latin 
American countries together with South Korea and Small Island states supported or at least 
accepted the notion of emission trading. The opposition by the most powerful developing 
countries among them China, almost brought the session in Kyoto to the brink of total 
failure.56 The topic was then resolved as Chairman Estrada intervened and conducted 
informal exchanges between the major counterparts. After almost an hour of discussions a 
compromise was finished, with a slightly revised wording on emission trading which was put 
in a separate article. The separate article mentioned was the 10 paragraph in article 3 and the 
text was of minimum wording. Even this reduced version was fiercely opposed by developing 
countries among them China and India in particular. The topic was taken up during the last 
night of the Kyoto meeting and was met with the same response with demands for increased 
development of equitable rights and trading based on per capita assignments. The negotiations 
then reached a breakdown and had to be interrupted for last minute consultations. The text 
from article 3 was repositioned to a new article numbered 17.57 Oberthur and Ott (1999) 
further state that by winning the point of principle developing countries showed their strength 
and the developed countries got the message.58

 
The same sequence of events is further described by Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999). 
According to the authors, developing countries were more or less ignored when the OECD 
discussed emission trading prior to the Kyoto summit. This resulted in a growing resentment 
from developing countries and a fear that for instance the US would use emission trading to 
avoid serious domestic actions.59 The authors then further state that the extensive text written 
by the OECD regarding emission trading was rejected by the G-77/China in the climax of the 
Kyoto meeting. The article was therefore replaced by a simple paragraph which allows 
participating countries to trade parts of their assigned amounts. The meeting continued with 
China stating that it could not accept the paragraph in any form since the possible implications 
of such a nature had not been properly considered. Finally Chairman Estrada proposed a new 
article which consisted of three short sentences which basically stated that parties may trade 
emissions that will supplement to domestic actions and negotiate their own principles. The 
chairman overruled objections to this proposal made by India, China and the EU. If any 
countries had openly challenged the authority of the Chairman they would according to the 
authors been responsible for destroying the Kyoto negotiations. This led to developing 
countries to be more or less overridden.60 No other explicit mention on Chinas stance 

                                                 
55 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.188-189 
56 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.89 
57 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.191 
58 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.90 
59 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.96 
60 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.96 
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regarding emission trading was noted but the authors continuously refer to the developing 
countries voicing hesitation and resistance towards emission trading. 
 

3.3 Commitments 
Another topic which triggered discussions during the meetings held in 1997 was the issue of 
commitments and how they should be allocated between the different parties. One of the 
major issues arose when the discussion dealt with developing countries taking voluntary 
commitments in reducing GHG emissions. Some parties, among them developed countries 
wanted this to be included in the protocol as an article, in this case article 10. 
 
Early on in 1997 during AGBM-6 in March the US proposed a draft protocol framework 
which suggested a two speed approach in the form of two separate Annex groups, A and B. 
The difference between these groups is the scale of emission limitations and reduction 
objectives. It also contained a phrase which suggested that all parties shall adopt by 2005 
binding provisions that all parties have quantitative GHG emission obligations. These were 
rejected by the developing countries, among them China.61

 
Oberthur and Ott (1999) further state that a hot debate raged during the meetings of the Kyoto 
summit regarding Article 10. The proposal by AOSIS and a number of other developing 
countries referred to as Article 10 suggested a voluntary commitments by Non Annex 
countries in which they could notify a reduction target and base year. The secretariat could 
then decide and accept such a proposal in the next COP meeting. China together with India 
and Brazil rejected the whole idea in fear of being forced into voluntary commitments by the 
industrialised countries using their aid and trade as a lever.62 The end result of these 
negotiations regarding the commitment and participation of developing countries has lead 
Article 10 to explicitly state that no new commitments are to be introduced for Non-Annex 
parties.63

 
Oberthur and Ott (1999) further suggest that in order to make developing countries to accept 
obligations a different approach must be taken. They deem the strategy of voluntary 
commitments as risky and there is a strong rejection by the major developing countries 
including China. The post process of the Kyoto protocol will have to deal with the issue of 
equity, an issue which developing countries see as of utmost importance. Three factors have 
to be taken into account according to the authors, the historic responsibility of developed 
countries, developing countries have to potential to suffer worst from climate change and 
finally mitigating climate change will be a major obstacle for most developing countries taken 
into consideration their limited technological and financial resources.64  
 
Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999) also mention the controversy regarding Article 10 and the 
fear developing countries have that it will end up being a Trojan horse which will pressure 
developing countries into commitments.65According to the authors the topic of commitments 
was also thoroughly discussed during the Kyoto meetings regarding another article, Article 
4.1 which covers commitments of all countries involved. The Developed countries wanted 
greater commitments from the developing countries in the form of more effective policies and 
                                                 
61 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.228-229 
62 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.230 
63 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.232 
64 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.236-237 
65 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.110 
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stronger reporting. Developing countries on the other hand wanted assurances regarding 
technology transfer and financial assistance. Specific proposals which were presented made 
little headway and according to the authors the final text is modest and disappointing, coming 
from such extended negotiations. The main reason is according to the authors participating 
countries, many of them developing countries inherited unwillingness. Most of the developing 
countries disapproved to open up for international intrusion in their national policies and 
priorities. And the main objection from most of the developing countries came regarding 
being pushed into commitments when developed countries had in their view implemented so 
little.66 The authors do not specifically mention China in the above statements but they are 
nevertheless interesting when examining possible reasons for how developing countries 
perceived the topic of new commitments. 
 

3.4 China and the developing countries 
As been noted earlier the developing countries consist of many varied countries and their 
interests. This have lead many G-77 countries to be torn between solidarity and pursuing their 
national interest in the topics discussed, resulting in complications and delays in the process 
of negotiation to find a common ground.67This also includes China, which did not agree on 
the topic of voluntary commitments with some of its fellow G-77 members in AOSIS, South 
Korea and Argentina. Oberthur and Ott (1999) also refer to China as a major player in the 
varied group of G-77 together with India and Brazil. Their central concern during the 
meetings has been the notion of equity and to ensure their economic and social development 
which should not be halted by a problem caused by the developed countries.68

 
Chinas stance according to Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999) has been focused on equity and 
development. This principle is illustrated with the following quote taken from the Beijing 
ministerial declaration on environment and development from 19 June 1991 “the developed 
countries bear the main responsibility for the degradation of the global environment.”69

The authors further mentions that Chinas primary focus is on economic development and 
China have argued that developing countries commitments should be related to the financial 
and technological aid transferred by the North. It should also not upset developing countries 
independence and their use of national natural resources.70

                                                 
66 Grubb with Vrolijk & Brack (1999) p.106-107 
67 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.227 
68 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.27 
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4. Analysis 
 

4.1 General first impressions 
The meetings during 1997 dealt with a lot of different topics, the more frequent ones will be 
dealt with in the following three separate sections in this analysis. These three sections were 
created after a categorisation of the topics discussed during the different meetings in the ENB 
documents. 
 
Technology transfer 
Emission trading 
Commitments 
 
During the meetings China expressed their opinions both as part of G-77 but also as a country 
itself. After examining the ENB approximately half of the opinions expressed by China came 
from the country’s own spokesman and the other half thru the G-77. On some occasions in the 
documents China is mentioned separately from the G-77 even though expressing the same 
opinion and there are occasions where China have expressed further opinions in a matter after 
the G-77 statement. As been said earlier in this thesis out of 38 ENB documents available for 
1997, 33 listed some sort of statement from China during these meetings.  
 
That the ENB is a summary of the meetings can be discerned when reading the different 
statements which are sometimes very short and sometimes mentioned with no apparent 
response, if this is because there were no actual responses or if the authors of ENB have 
chosen to limit it is not something I have been able to address. Nevertheless the quotes used in 
the analysis are all chosen to represent the different discussions and arguments used during 
the meetings. It should also be noted that the usage of abbreviations is also abundant which 
sometimes causes the text to be a bit incomprehensive. 
 
Every paragraph in the ENB are clearly explained regarding what the topics are and what 
issues are brought up and discussed. One must note that many of the issues discussed during 
this year were never fully resolved and many issues were bracketed, meaning that they would 
be resolved on a later date. But the discussion in itself is very interesting since it shows what 
issues the different parties are most concerned about during 1997 and how the different 
parties will likely behave in future meetings. 
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4.2 Technology transfer 
One topic which surfaces during the meetings thru out the year regards the transfer of 
technology between the different countries. The discussions held during 1997 involved 
according to ENB not only the importance of technology transfer but also how it should be 
distributed. 
 
The first mentioning on the matter of technology transfer in 1997 came during the fifth 
meeting of the Subsidiary Bodies for Scientific and Technology Advice (SBSTA) on the 25th 
of February. When discussing the topic of development and transfer of technology the 
secretariat introduced the progress report on technology and technology transfer which also 
contained submissions by non-Annex I countries on technology needs. During this meeting G-
77/China supported by China urged the removal of restrictions on technology transfer.71Later 
on in the same paragraph the EU, Canada and Thailand stressed the role of the private sector 
in technology transfer. The Marshall Islands and China responded with the following 
sentence. 
“The Marshall islands and China said that solutions do not lie with the private sector”72

China here clearly opposes the notion of private sectors and their role regarding transfer of 
technology. This notion has an interesting implication regarding if China and the Marshall 
islands have this opinion, because of how their national situation is. If that is the case these 
countries have opposed a statement only on their countries behalf and not with the rest of the 
parties in mind. If this sentence was uttered during the meeting then it clearly was an 
atheoretic sentence in the sense that there is, according to these states, no possible solution at 
all in the private sector. The choice of excluding an entire sector, which may have a large 
influence and importance on some countries, goes against the notion of cooperation since it 
does not acknowledge national conditions of other participants. Later on in the same meeting 
Australia state that its efforts in the field of technology transfer coincide with the outlines put 
forward by China: 
“…environmentally sound, appropriate for users, driven by recipient countries and involving 
hard and soft technology.”73

This statement gives a possible good indication on what China perceives to be a good way to 
utilise technology transfer. I consider it as possible since it’s a statement made by Australia 
and there is no apparent support or objection by China to this notion mentioned in the ENB. 
 
During the Annex I communication meeting on the 21 October the secretariat introduced the 
first compilation of updated information on GHG emissions and projections. While the US 
and EU expressed their opinions on the guidelines and the reporting status of the parties, 
China argued that the reporting should focus on CO2 policies and 
“…measures should take into account different country situations and that the report does not 
adequately address technology transfer”74

This statement is of a somewhat contradictory nature to a previous statement since China now 
clarify that all countries have different national situations and this should be reflected in this 
matter. By acknowledging and taking into account different parties varying national situations 
may ease further cooperation.  Further on China show their disdain with the report on 
technology transfer but the usage of the word adequately show that it’s not entirely 
unsatisfactory. 
                                                 
71 ENB Vol.12 No.40 p.3 
72 ENB Vol.12 No.40 p.3 
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The last quote chosen for this section came on the 3rd of December, when the COP president 
introduced a discussion on the topic of development and transfer of technology. China 
supported by India and Iran observed two tendencies:  
“Developed countries are only interested in transfer of technical information, while 
developing countries deem technology transfer on non-commercial and preferential terms 
most important; and some countries emphasize market mechanisms”75

South-Africa continued stating that access to technology transfer would play a crucial role 
towards sustainable development and the energy implication this would lead to. Japan 
outlined the Kyoto initiative which would strengthen assistance for developing countries to 
combat global warming thru the national Official development assistance program. The 
discussion then continued on the issue of state-of-the-art environmentally sound technologies 
(EST) where Australia stated that most EST are privately developed and that recipient 
countries must have appropriate policies for successful transfers. The republic of Korea 
announced a possible expert group meeting on technology transfer in Seoul in February 1998. 
This observation summarises somewhat how China supported by India and Iran perceive this 
issue during the meetings. Here all the parties are separated into groups with different 
agendas. According to them developed countries have one thing in mind and by using the 
atheoretical word “only” they can not be swayed into changing their opinion. The developing 
countries are here further portrayed as the underdogs who only want as they believe fair and 
just terms for technology transfer. The last part of the sentence seems to try to involve those 
countries who don’t quite fit into the above categories, states which emphasize market 
mechanism can be found in both previous groups so the phrase is a bit vague. 
 

4.3 Emission trading 
The topic of emission trading as an approved mechanism to be implemented in the protocol 
created some debate between the different participants. Some of the participants did not want 
it to be represented in the protocol at all and some required strict guidelines for its successful 
implementation. 
 
During the meeting of AGBM-6 on March 3 in Bonn Germany a session of new proposals 
from the parties was conducted. Among the topics discussed Australia proposed among other 
things the further consideration on market based approaches such as emission trading and 
joint implementation. Against this proposal China expressed “…concern that emissions 
trading would replace government commitments with activities of firms and individuals.”76

This concern of letting the private sector play a role is something China expressed in earlier 
meetings regarding technology transfer. With this statement is seems as if China have 
reservations that emission trading, which will be a market-based instrument run by 
governments for the benefit of national private sectors, may be exploited. 
 
The discussion on emission trading was then according to the ENB transcripts quite absent 
until the parties met in Kyoto in the COP-3 meetings. This hiatus on the topic of emission 
trading in the ENB can be caused by several reasons. For instance the topic may have been 
further discussed in informal groups and meetings between parties where ENB reporters were 
not present.  
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During COP-3 on December 6-7 the committee of the whole (COW) delegates considered a 
revised text on mechanisms and institutions. In this quite extensive discussion Canada 
introduced a text containing seven paragraphs. One of these paragraphs suggested on setting a 
cap on emission trading while another paragraph stated that there should be annual reports on 
emission trading. There were also three alternative paragraphs regarding the timing and 
structure of an emission trading mechanism. India on behalf of G-77/China and supported by 
China and Indonesia reiterated: “…its objection to the concept of emission trading, stating 
that it is extraneous to the Berlin mandate and would not lead to GHG emissions limitation 
and reduction.”77

Here parties including China object to the whole concept of emission trading, which means 
that it would be unacceptable to them no matter what form it takes. They then further solidify 
their opinion by referring to a previous agreement but also highlight the flaws of emission 
trading by using a theoretic-synthetic sentence.  
 
When the delegates met for a high level segment meeting on December 7, the topic of 
emission trading was again on the agenda when several countries discussed flexibility 
mechanisms. Russia stated that emission trading could increase partnership between 
developed and developing countries. Canada argued that flexibility is needed to adjust to the 
changes which will come with implementations. Venezuela, China and Indonesia objected to 
the concept of emission trading.78 Chinas above statement demonstrate that the topic of 
emission trading is not a notion which they comply with. It should also be noted that any kind 
of alternative was not mentioned as some sort of compromise. Russia’s view that emission 
trading could lead to an increasing cooperation is met with resistance from some participating 
countries, among them China. 
 

4.4 Commitments 
When a large group of parties meet for discussions over a joint topic or document the end 
product affect everyone involved. By being an active participant in the construction of a 
document one may get more benefits from it. As a participant one can by oneself or as part of 
a group try to alter the course the joint document takes. After studying the ENB leaflets one 
can see a clear pattern regarding the G-77/Chinas stance towards new commitments for 
developing countries, a simple adamant refusal of any such commitments. China may of 
course be of another opinion but there are instances where the Chinese representative has 
voiced their opinion in support of G-77 statements.79  
 
During the COP-3 meetings on December 1st The COP president noted that COW should 
address topics such as future development of commitments involving all parties. The G-
77/China supported among other countries by India and China objected to discussing any 
future commitments. They then further commented that present commitments by developed 
countries had not been fulfilled and attempts of introducing new commitments for developing 
countries will not be tolerated. China then further states that the future of new commitments is 
outside the scope of the Berlin mandate which reigns until it’s adopted at COP-3, any further 
discussion regarding this topic is a political move which can lead to the failure of COP-3.80
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As late as the 8th of December the topic of new commitments was discussed when the 
delegates met in a high-level segment. The Prime minister of Japan Ryutaro Hashimoto urged 
developed countries to comply with legally binding emission targets which are meaningful, 
equitable and realistic. The president of Costa Rica continued stating that the Kyoto 
agreement must include significant cuts in emissions reduction targets by the industrialized 
countries, a financial mechanism bridging the gap between developed and developing 
countries and active voluntary participation by the developing countries. The US vice 
president Albert Gore stated that realistic binding emission limits would make new markets 
with technologies to improve the problems. He also mentioned the US flexibility for working 
towards a commitment with realistic targets, timetables and the participation of key 
developing countries. Maurice Strong, Under-secretary and executive coordinator for UN 
Reform delivered a statement from UN secretary general Kofi Annan that many would be 
disappointed if the Kyoto agreement was to be a little step. But the prospect of legally binding 
targets and timetables showed how far the community of nations had come in taking 
responsibility. COP president Hiroshi Oki reported substantial progress with intensive 
discussions and his confidence that a final agreement was imminent. For the G-77/China 
Bakari Mbonde (Tanzania) stated that decisive action needed to be taken to strengthen 
developed countries obligation. The EU stated that suggestions for developing countries to 
take new commitments were not helpful to further negotiations and is against the Berlin 
mandate. Later on many speakers among them Iran, India, Korea and China opposed any new 
commitments for developing countries since developed countries have not met their existing 
ones. China further stated according to ENB that: 
“…it could not undertake reduction commitments because its main priority is development”81

 This statement gives an indication of what China believes new commitments does, which in 
this case is negative in the sense that it will prevent or inhibit the further development within 
China. It is also interesting to note that there is already existing commitments according to 
ENB of which developed countries are not fulfilling, these existing commitments are not 
further explained and one can only assume that they have some kind of link to earlier 
conventions or similar agreements such as the Berlin mandate. China also declares somewhat 
what they perceive as the most important national issue in this matter by stating that their 
main priority is development. The usage of the word main suggests that China may have other 
priorities as well but reduction commitments do not seem to be one of them. 
 
By taking an active part in the discussion regarding definitions, China and the rest of the G-77 
not only declare what their view was on the matter but also tied to affect the other participants 
and the protocol itself. The topic of new commitments for developing countries was met with 
resolute resistance from China and G-77. 
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5 Discussion 

5.1 Technology transfer 
The topic of transfer of technology was discussed on a number of occasions during the 
meetings held in 1997. It’s apparent that it is a topic of great importance to not only China but 
also to other countries, many of them developing countries. The majority of statements made 
according to the ENB regarding this topic are made by the G-77/China representative. The 
developing countries do apparently according to Oberthur – Ott (1999)82 and Grubb, Vroljik 
and Brach(1999)83 have more demands on technology transfer and want it to be a way for 
them to get hold of knowledge and material to prosper further. The list of technologies which 
China put forward as a demand to limit CO2 which Grubb, Vroljik and Brach (1999) 
mentions84 is not mentioned in the ENB but there are other examples of China stating their 
position, some of it seemingly of a double standard nature. On one hand China supports the 
G-77/China in removing restrictions on technology transfer85 and that different countries 
national situations should be taken into account.86 On the other hand China together with the 
Marshall Islands deems the private sector as a non viable solution87, a sector which too many 
countries, among them developing, is the most important national sector for future 
development. The private sector is also playing a very important part in the Emission trading 
mechanism since it is mainly in that sector where the GHG cuts will be made in most 
countries. This mixed message may be a result of China expressing the views of the G-
77/China in one instance and a national stance in other. The negative stance toward the 
private sector may be a result of Chinas own national situation where private enterprising is 
not the norm. The dissatisfaction with the then current situation of technology transfer is 
outlined by both previous studies88 but it is not that readily apparent in the ENB. The majority 
of the statements made according to ENB regarding technology transfer from developing 
countries come from the G-77/China spokesperson, if this is an indication that China mainly 
agree with G-77 and therefore have not made their own statements is not something I have 
been able to address. One interesting note regarding technology transfer is that none of the 
sources used for this thesis define or explain what kind of technology which should be 
transferred. This lack of definition may possibly become clear once the parties have agreed on 
the main guidelines of technology transfer. China does however, at least according to 
Australia, have an outline for what technology transfer should be. Nevertheless China by itself 
or together with the G-77 regards the topic of technology transfer as a very important issue for 
future development in the area of global environment but they wanted on their terms as 
discounted and fast contributions from developed countries. 
 

5.2 Emission trading 
By going on what the authors write in the previous study section and what is written in the 
ENB one gets a clear picture of Chinas position regarding Emission trading, that is a clear 
opposition regarding its implementation in the protocol. One possible objection by developing 
countries against emission trading is the fear of it being abused by developed countries and 
therefore lets them get away with continuing high GHG emissions by for instance using their 
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83 Oberthur & Ott (1999) p.26 
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financial power to acquire emission rights from less fortunate countries. The issue of emission 
trading does reflect the arguments between the North and South, developed countries are 
positive towards it while the majority of developing countries including China are either 
hesitant or downright against it. This objection against including emission trading as a 
mechanism in the protocol almost halted the entire summit which illustrate how far China 
together with some developing countries were willing to go to get their will89. But the G-
77/China was not united in this issue which may be an obstacle which they have to overcome 
in future meetings. This disagreement is not readily apparent in the ENB, but this could be a 
result of the ENB summarisation process. China not only voiced their objection towards 
emission trading but also gave one reason as to why according to the ENB90, the fear of it 
replacing government commitments. Chinas opposition towards letting the private sector get a 
bigger role with the assist emission trading might, as been mentioned earlier, a result of the 
Chinese form of government. In the end after some overruling by the Chairman the concept of 
emission trading was incorporated into the protocol, but it was reduced to a few sentences.91

 

5.3 Commitments 
This topic can be summarised with one word regarding the stance of China and the majority 
of the developing countries and that is no. China does not agree on any topic which could lead 
to any new commitments for developing countries. Even the notion of voluntary commitments 
is something which China together with India and Brazil oppose. According to Oberthur and 
E.H Ott (1999) they even have a fear of voluntary commitments being introduced.92 This 
reluctance of new commitments comes from the notion that developed countries haven’t even 
begun to put their existing commitments into action. China is of the opinion that developed 
countries have to take the biggest responsibility towards GHG emission reduction93 and 
developing countries should not have to partake in any commitments of this nature. And 
China is not alone in believing this, there are other developing countries among them large 
countries as India and Brazil who have the same stance. The notion of equity is apparent in 
this issue, developed countries which are believed to be responsible for the majority of the 
global climate should take the largest commitments94. The fear of developed countries using 
voluntary commitments as a tool to create new commitments for developing countries and 
therefore possibly hampering their development is a notion which is readily opposed by 
China, which illustrates how China tries to protect its economic development. 
 
All of the above topics do have one more aspect besides the relation between the North and 
South, they all have the possibility to affect Chinas economic development. China is as they 
state positive towards the notion of increased technology transfer for future development and 
prosperity. If emission trading and new commitments had been adopted in the Kyoto protocol 
to a larger degree, then those topics could have affected the Chinese economic situation 
negatively, this could of course also be said of many other countries, especially other 
developing countries. Both books used in the previous studies section mention that China 
position during the meetings has been on equity and development.95 China does guard their 
economic development and defend it by playing on the victimization of developing countries 
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and equity for future prosperity even though China may soon become one of the largest 
contributors to GHG emissions.96

To conclude this discussion section of the thesis I will give a brief reflection on the different 
sources used. The main source of data in the form of ENB is certainly not the most exhaustive 
source to use, either by studying the transcripts from the meetings or attending the meetings 
themselves would have been a preferred choice. Unfortunately none of these options were 
available to this study. But there are some points in favour of the ENB, one being that it is an 
official source of information distributed during and after the meetings readily available to the 
participants. It is also available on the UNFCCC homepage which gives it some validity as a 
source. Both publications used in the previous studies sections can be questioned on their 
validity but they give a fairly consistent and coherent picture of what went on during the 
meetings coupled with the information brought by the ENB. There are of course discrepancies 
between the different publications with some author giving more detailed accounts on 
different topics. The choice of argumentation analysis as method of analysis can be an 
effective tool when one has to interpret statements made by party/parties during a debate 
where the choice of words and sentences can have a potentially large effect. How and why 
parties put forward their statements could be good indications on how they stand on certain 
topics. Argumentation analysis can also aid in looking at how much focus a party puts in a 
topic by their choice of sentences and how often they voice their opinion in the matter. Of 
course as been mentioned earlier in this thesis the statements in the ENB may likely have 
been altered during the course of summarization and interpretation. Therefore I do 
acknowledge that there is a certain degree of uncertainty in my research. 
 

5.4 Conclusions 
Chinas position during the meetings held in 1997 was to a large degree on the same page as 
the majority of developing countries: 
- Increased funding and technology transfer resources to developing countries. 
- Objection to the inclusion of emission trading in the protocol. 
- No new commitments of any nature for developing countries. 
- National development is Chinas key issue. 
Chinas view on the notion of equity during the meetings became focused on developed 
countries taking their responsibility and providing developing countries with as much aid as 
possible. 
 

6. Future studies 
The field of study used in this thesis can be further studied in a couple of different directions. 
A study can be conducted regarding possible further statements made by Chinas during the 
time which has gone by since 1997, have their opinions changed in any matter or do they still 
have the same opinions? A further study can also be conducted concerning any new topics 
and opinions by China which are bound to have come up after 1997 and how they can have 
possibly been affected by the past. Another possibility is to study how or if China has been 
affected by the ratification of the protocol on a national level and if there have been any issues 
with this, has it affected the development of China for instance. 
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