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Sammanfattning 
Abstract 
Mass movement of people over national borders constitutes the major feature of the today's world. 
Immigration and its implications are widely debated, whereby the term 'immigration', whenever 
appeared in a text, hardly ever refers to some unambigously defined concept. To deal with the 
question of immigration is, therefore, to be faced with a variety of definitions and connotations. 
The thesis constitutes an attempt to understand how the phenomenon of immigration is 
conceptualized in Swedish mass media debate, and explore the dynamics of the discourse over the 
last decade. To do so, the study develops a theoretical framework that takes a form of classification 
of different approaches to immigration, as formulated by major paradigms of international 
relations (liberal communitarianism, realism, idealism) and as developed within modern economic 
and cultural studies. Social construction of immigration and its implications for the nation-states 
serves as the organizing principle for the emerging classification, as social constructivism is 
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adopted as the ontological standpoint of the thesis. The thesis then analyzes over 180 articles that 
deal with immigration and are published in the major Swedish daily newspapers, Dagens Nyheter 
and Svenska Dagbladet in the years 1993 and 2002. The aim is to discover common patterns of the 
debate and link them to the concepts constituting the theoretical framework. The analysis shows 
that almost all concepts described in the theoretical section can be identified in the mass media 
discourse, which allows to conclude that the developed classification has proved appropriate for 
the analysis of the empirical material. The research concludes that, while concepts pointing 
towards self-interests as determining factors for formulating immigration policies are present in 
the studied mass media discourse, which is especially clear in 1993, the debate in general is 
strongly influenced by adherence to international solidarity and humanistic values as the basis for 
Swedish traditional foreign policy. Additionally, the study highlights the essential changes 
occured within the debate over the last decade, among which a shift from connecting immigration 
exclusively to refugee policies towards a more broad understanding of immigration as a 
consequence of globalization and as a realization of individual right to free movement can be 
considered the most central. 
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��Immigration and immigrants can be seen as a  promising possibility; as a 
spoiler of sound national homogeneity and as a reviving influence; as an 

exploiting force taking advantage of Western welfare systems and as a 
consequence of the unequal distribution of the world's resources created by 

Western capitalism; both as an invasion of alien and dangerous cultural 
patterns and an influx of enriching cultural influences; as a destabilizing 

cultural-clashing threat and as a bridge to enhanced international and cultural 
understanding��  

(Hansen 2000: 19). 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1. MOTIVATION AND AIM OF THE RESEARCH 

Mass movement of people all over the world constitutes the major feature of today's world. 
Although human migration is by no means a new phenomenon, it has never been as 
extensive as it is nowadays. No precise statistic is available, but, according to some 
estimations, in 1995 approximately 100 million people resided outside the states of their 
citizenship (Trebilcock 1995: 219). The 20th century with its drastic developments in 
transportation possibilities and communication technologies had indeed brought a new 
perspective to immigration. Numerous researches show that the recent trends in global 
migration have had various and far-reaching political, socio-economic and cultural 
implications, both within nation-states and universally. 

Immigration with its implications and immigration policies of modern states are widely 
debated, with very different perspectives, interpretations and theories being brought into 
picture, as illustrated by the epigraph. Whichever approach to or connotation of immigration 
is adopted, the discussion is very often emotionally overloaded, as it touches upon a range of 
sensitive issues, such as, for example, sovereignty, human rights, national identity and 
culture.  

This thesis constitutes an attempt to understand how the phenomenon of immigration is 
conceptualized in mass media of one particular country. Sweden is chosen a society in focus 
as, firstly, immigration appears to be one of the prioritized issues on the agenda for Swedish 
public debate and, secondly, due to the fact that the present research had been conducted in 
Sweden. 

In order to explore how immigration is conceptualized in Swedish mass media, the study will 
analyze newspaper articles dealing with immigration, aiming at discovering most common 
patterns of argumentation, relating them to various social constructions of immigration and 
its implications for the nation-state in general and Sweden in particular, and formulating 
concepts, theories, and beliefs lying behind the presented argumentation. Classification of 
different theoretical approaches to immigration and its implications for a nation-state, 
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developed by the author, will serve as a theoretical framework within which discovered 
concepts of the mass media debate can be analyzed.  

1.2. REASEACH QUESTIONS AND DELIMITATIONS 

Main research question of this thesis is formulated as following: how immigration is 
conceptualized in Swedish mass media according to different theoretical models? 

In order to approach the main research question, the following sub-questions are to be 
answered on the basis of the results received from the analysis of empirical material:  

• Has the developed theoretical framework proved relevant for the analysis of the 
collected empirical material? 

• What concepts presented in the theoretical section can be traced in empirical 
material? Which of them appear dominating?  

• How are different concepts related to each other?  
• Can every concept identified in the media debate be matched with a concept 

described in the theoretical part?  
• What is the dynamic of media discourse on immigration over time? In other words, 

which changes can be observed in the patterns of conceptualizing immigration and 
argumentation being presented? Has there been a noticeable shift of attention paid to 
different aspects of immigration debate?  

Thousands of different texts addressing the issue of immigration have appeared in Swedish 
media during last decade; and it seems impossible to encompass them all. As this study will 
concern itself with a rather limited range of empirical material, the present research can not 
aim at broad generalizations. Rather, its goal is to identify some patterns of conceptualizing 
immigration that can be discovered in the Swedish mass media chosen for the interpretation. 
The research aims thus at presenting a series of snapshots of Swedish media discourse on 
immigration and its theoretically informed analysis.  

1.3. STRUCTURE OF THE PAPER 
 
CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 
 
This chapter formulates motivation for the research, aim of the study, research questions and 
delimitations, as well as outlines the structure of the paper. 
 
CHAPTER 2. GENERAL THEORETICAL APPROACH 
 
This chapter presents social constructivism as the ontological standpoint and broad 
theoretical framework of the study, introduces the notion of discourse as to be applied in the 
thesis, as well as outlines specificity of media discourse as an object of research.  
 
CHAPTER 3. METHODOLOGY 
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This chapter outlines firstly the methodology of the thesis, a qualitative, interpretivist, 
constructivist approach, discusses its advantages and drawbacks, as well as its relevance for 
the aim of the present research. Secondly, the way in which empirical data will be collected 
and analyzed is presented. 
 
CHAPTER 4. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: �THEORIZING IMMIGRAITON� 
 
The aim of this chapter is to develop a relevant theoretical framework for the aims of this 
study that will take a form of a classification of different theoretical approaches to 
immigration and its implications for a nation-state. First section of the chapter reviews 
literature on contemporary migration studies, discusses difficulties of theories 
systematization in migration studies and suggests social construction of immigration and of 
its implications for receiving societies as the organizing principle for the theoretical 
framework to be developed. The next part of the chapter consists of the sections 4.2 � 4.4 
reviewing various approaches to immigration classified according to their theoretical 
standpoint (liberal communitarianism, realism, idealism).  Finally, sections 4.5 and 4.6 
discuss various views on economic and cultural effects of immigration respectively, 
theorizing thus on implications of immigration.  
 
CHAPTER 5. SWEDEN AND IMMIGRATION 

It is obvious, that approaches to immigration to be discovered in empirical data have to be 
interpreted within the adequate socio-political context.  Chapter 5 provides the reader with a 
historical overview of immigration to Sweden and Swedish immigration policies in the 
second part of the twentieth century, as well as it touches upon major societal problems 
connected to immigration and immigrants� situation in Sweden of today.  

CHAPTER 6. ANALYSIS OF THE SWEDISH MASS MEDIAL DISCOURSE ON 
IMMIGRATION 

This chapter presents collected newspaper articles and their theoretically informed analysis. 
Using concept as a unit of analysis, the author will identify most common arguments/patterns 
of the mass media debate on immigration and crystallize concepts and theories influencing 
the presented argumentation. By correlating discovered concepts of argumentation to the 
concepts constituting the theoretical framework, the chapter will approach main research 
questions of the present thesis: how immigration is conceptualized in the Swedish mass 
media according to different theoretical models? Finally, by comparing results of analysis of 
the articles published in 1993 and those in 2002, the dynamics of the media discourse on 
immigration over time will be discussed.   

CHAPTER 7. CONCLUSIONS 
 
This chapter presents the final conclusions of the thesis. It addresses the research questions 
and attempts to answer them by providing a summary of the main findings that the study has 
produced.  
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2. GENERAL THEORETICAL APPROACH 

2.1. SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVISM AS THE GENERAL THEORETICAL 
APPROACH OF THE STUDY 

This study adopts constructivism the ontological standpoint. Social constructivism is a broad 
scientific movement embracing variety of approaches. For the present research a 'moderate', 
or 'mainstream', version of social constructivism was found the most relevant. While 
emphasizing the crucial importance of ideational and normative structures, this tradition does 
not deny the existence of material world 'out there'.  

Defined in these terms, social constructivism appears as a �mediating approach� (Adler 1997) 
between positivist traditions of explaining agents� behavior as simple responses to the 
external physical reality  (realists and neorealism, liberalism and neoliberalism) and those 
traditions, that are referred to as reflectivist or relativist, that focus exclusively on the study 
of ideas (postmodernism, poststructuralism, feminism) (Ibid 321-324). Social constructivism 
as a mediating approach to international relations accepts the real world as existing �out 
there�, but does not view it as entirely determined by material  forces, but rather as socially 
emergent (Ibid 324).  

The central stand of constructivism is that properties of agents, such as their identities, 
interests and behavior, are socially constructed by �collective meanings, interpretations and 
assumptions about the world� (Ibid). This introduces the notion of intersubjectivity which 
can be understood as a property of social meanings as constructed by individuals whose 
interaction is based on common assumptions that constitutes the ground for their 
communication (Rogoff 1990). Intersubjective meanings define material reality existing as 
collective knowledge embedded in everyday social practices. They are produced and 
reproduced by individuals who participate in their production and workings (Adler 1997: 
327). 

As visions of material worlds are characterized by intersubjectivity, social concepts captured 
by the researcher can not be taken as definitive, or referentially representing some 
unambiguously definable features of an external reality (Purvis, Hunt 1993). It is through 
intersubjectivity that meaning/truth is constructed and this is the process in focus for social 
constructivism.  

�Truth cannot be out there � cannot exist independently of the human mind � because 
sentences cannot so exist, or be out there. The world is out there, but descriptions of 
the world are not� (Rorty 1982: 5). 

It is thus the aim of the researcher to concentrate on those descriptions of the world, as 
epistemologically social constructisivism is seen to be about social construction of 
knowledge (Guzzini 2000: 160).   
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As social constructivism does not prioritize either properties of agency or structure for 
explaining social behavior (Björkdahl 2002: 28), for the present research it seems adequate 
to adopt the approach of Antony Giddens's structuration theory of agency-structure 
relationship.  

The novelty of Giddens�s approach was in a proposal to view relation between action 
(agency) and structure as complimentary rather than antagonistic.  

�By the duality of structure I mean that social structures are both constituted by human 
agency, and yet at the same time are the very medium of this constitution� (Giddens 1976: 
121, quoted in Thompson, 1989: 58).  

Every action of production represents an action of reproduction at the same time: the 
structures that make an action possible are reproduced through a performance of that action 
(Thomson 1989: 58). The connection between production and reproduction is determined by 
the ability of individuals, acting as knowledgeable actors, permanently monitor their actions 
reflexively, whereas their actions bounded both by unintended consequences of action and 
by unacknowledged conditions of actions (Ibid 59). �Structure� is perceived as consisting of 
�rules and resources� which are implemented in interaction of agents. Rules and resources 
structure interaction of agents and are reproduced in this very process (Ibid 60). 

In short, Giddens�s structuration theory conceptualizes actors and structures as continuously 
interacting, mutually constituted and ontologically depended on each other (Adler 1997: 
325). Following this approach, the present study views actors as being guided by norms and 
ideas provided by structural context. Structures, in turn, are perceived as consisting of 
patterns of ideas, practices of social relationships and outcomes of action of human agency. 
The relation between structure and agency is defined thus as mutually constitutive.  

2.2. DISCOURSE AS THE META-THEORY 

Having defined ontological approach of this study as one of social constructivism, we can 
further develop general theoretical framework by introducing the notion of discourse. The 
following section does not provide a deep insight into discourse theory, but rather seeks to 
outline the general concept of discourse as to be applied in this study. 

Concepts of discourse and discourse analysis are traceable to the works of French theorist 
Michel Foucalt. He conceptualizes discourse as practice, as a realm where knowledge and 
power are generated (1972). Although a notion of discourse is often associated with a 
'debate' or 'discussion' and is interpreted as a variety of texts on an issue, discourse should 
not by understood as synonymous with mere words, talk or other forms of utterance. 
Discourse needs to be seen as a social practice which modifies the objects to which is refers 
(Foucalt 1972: 49). It is by means of discourse that meanings, or truth, are constructed. It is 
this constitutive dimension of discourse that determines its ability to play a crucial role in 
agency/structure relations.  
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Discourse provides a term with which to grasp the way in which language does not merely 
express social experience, but plays some major part in constituting social subjects, their 
relations, and the site in which they exist (Purvis, Hunt 1993: 474). Similarly, Stuart Hall 
conceptualizes discourse as �sets of ready-made and pre-constituted 'experiencings' 
displayed and arranged through language� (Hall 1977: 322). 

In his work Arheology of Knowledge, Foucalt asserts, that the basic component of discourse 
is the statement (1972: 80). Statement is made meaningful by its relational character, as �for 
a statement to exist: it must be related to a whole adjacent field. <...> One cannot say a 
sentence, one cannot transform it into a statement, unless a collateral space is brought into 
operation� (Ibid 99). In this context we can speak of a statement as a part of the whole 
network of related statements, in which statements take various roles and give each other 
support and distinction (Hansen 2000: 11). This network of statements and connections 
among them constitute what Foucalt refers to as a discursive formation (Foucalt 1972: 107). 
In words of Stuart Hall, discursive formations define which way is and which is not 
appropriate for some particular subject, or site of social activity, to be articulated, what 
knowledge is considered to be relevant in some particular context (Hall 1997a: 6). 

Some approaches to discourse emphasize ideological, or normative, dimension of the 
concept (for ex., Hall, 1992). Defined along ideological lines, discourse acquires traits of 
hegemonic socio-political order imposing rules and defining reality within its frames 
(Hellström 2003: 186). Consequently, the researcher should concentrate on why �one 
particular statement appeared rather than another� and to explore �what other forms of 
statement it excludes� (Foucalt 1972, cited in Hansen 12). It is here that we come to a 
connection between social construction of reality by means of discourse and power, power 
relations and hegemony.  

According to Guzzini, power can be conceptualized as a crucial link between the social 
construction of a meaning (including knowledge) and the construction of social reality 
(2000: 170). Indeed, as social construction of reality implies imposing meanings and 
functions on physical objects, that did not have those meanings and functions as some 
inherent properties, the ability to create those meanings for all actors involved, and, thus, 
define underlying rules of the game, is the most effective form of power (Adler 1997: 336).   

Laclau and Mouffe describe the relationship between discourse and power in the following 
way: �any discourse is constituted as an attempt to dominate the field of discursivity, to 
arrest the flow of differences, to construct a center� (Laclau, Mouffe 1985). Disposition of 
power is crucial for the outcome of this competition of discourses, which implies that we 
should approach statements constituting discourse not as true in allusion to some inner 
essence, but rather as 'made to be true' (Hall 1997: 290).  

To sum up, discourse-theoretical approach is concerned with how, in given historical 
circumstances, different elements of discourse are put together and unified (Sayyid, Zac 
1998: 260). Discourse theory can provide us with analytical tools to interpret the way in 
which a specific discourse is constructed: how identities are constituted, how narratives are 
unfold, and how the ensemble of narratives is rendered coherent (Ibid 265).  
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As was noted above, whenever the term �immigration� appears in a text, it hardly ever refers 
to some unambiguously defined concept, to a phenomenon of immigration as �naked 
existence� (Hansen 2000, 19). As a disputed object of knowledge, the notion of immigration, 
whenever mentioned, turns out to be surrounded by diverse networks of statements with their 
specific semantic fields. To deal with the question of immigration is, thereby, also to be 
faced with a variety of definitions, connotations and explanations of causes and effects which 
construct the meaning of immigration in each particular case (Ibid).  

In this way, discourse, understood as an implicit network of assumptions to make some 
statements or some way of argumentation possible, appears a suitable analytical tool for 
examining the constructed meaning of immigration in various contexts.  

As this study aims at exploring different patterns of making sense of immigration and  
relating them to theoretical approaches to immigration, presented in the theoretical section, it 
seems sensible to utilize discourse theory as a general approach of the study. In other words, 
theoretical approaches to immigration, traceable in scrutinized empirical texts, as well as 
discovered patterns of interpreting immigration not mirrored by theoretical research, will be 
seen as constituting a �discourse on immigration�, and, at the same time being influenced by 
it. In this sense, discourse theory is used as a broad theoretical framework of this study, or as 
a meta-theory.  

2.3. MEDIA DISCOURSE AS THE OBJECT OF RESEARCH 

Media discourse can be viewed upon as a simplified illustration to the agency/structure 
relationship. Construed by individuals within a specific socio-political context, or, in other 
words, as a response to pressures exercised by structures, media discourse serves, in turn, as 
a tool for reproducing socially constructed meanings.  

It has become a commonplace to refer to the great influence that media reports have on our 
perception of the world. Most of our social knowledge and beliefs about the outside reality 
we derive from the news reports we read or see every day. There is probably no other 
discursive practice, besides everyday conversation, that engages so many people as a matter 
of routine as news in the press and on television (van Dijk, Teun 1991: 110).  

Although the term 'immigration' neutrally refers to a phenomenon of human migration from 
one country to another, when scanning a European debate on immigration, it gets rather 
obvious, that it is mostly the immigration from the Third World countries that is being 
problematized. As the term is filled with this specific meaning, media discourse on 
immigration is likely to produce and reproduce certain patterns of thinking about 
immigration, evoke very certain associations arising from the term, and touch particular 
issues in relation to immigration rather than some others.  

In words of Swidler (1986, quoted in Gamson et al. 1992: 389), if the problem is making 
sense of the social world, media imagery provides many of the essential tools for that. 
Perspectives emphasized and spotlighted by the media, will most probably be used in 
constructing social meanings, and, in the end, a particular vision of the world. Media 
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messages can take many forms � visual imagery, sounds and language. Identifying these 
messages can be hindered by the problem of layers of meaning, as the meaning addressed in 
a text is partly naturalized � that is, it appears in the form of taken-for-granted assumption 
(Ibid 380-381).  

Consequently, media discourse can be seen as based upon a network of underlying 
assumptions, that determine what statements will be taken for granted and used as a natural, 
non-questionable point of departure for the argument. Analyzing semantic fields, 
surrounding studied phenomenon, one might make assumptions on which vision of the world 
a particular text was influenced by or what it is hinting at. 
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3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1. INTERPRETIVISM AND CONSTRUCTIONISM AS FEATURES OF 
QUALITATIVE RESEARCH. VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY  

This thesis is based on the qualitative methodology. In short, qualitative research is empirical 
research where the data used are not in the form of numbers (Punch 1998: 4). Thus, the 
explicit difference between quantitative and qualitative research strategies is in that the 
former employs measurement, and the latter does not (Bryman 2001: 20). The distinction 
between quantitative and qualitative methods in social research, however, is considerably 
deeper to be exhausted only by the superficial fact of presence or absence of numbers in the 
studied data. Two approaches differ in their epistemological and ontological foundations 
(Ibid). 

Epistemology is concerned with what can be defined as acceptable knowledge in a discipline 
(Ibid 11). Within this issue, central is the debate concerning the question if the same 
principles which are used in natural sciences can be applicable to social sciences. Positivistic 
approach holds that this is true and turns to �natural science methods� such as experiments, 
observation, avoidance of normative statements, studying of objective facts (those that can be 
proved with senses) outside specific context (Ibid 12). Interpretivism, in contrast, stresses the 
difference between objects of study in natural sciences (objective phenomena) and social 
sciences (people and their institutions). Consequently, it holds that approaches to researching 
within these two realms should be based on different logic. Social scientist is required to 
grasp subjective meaning of social action (Ibid 13).  

The intellectual heritage of interpretivistic tradition includes Weber�s notion of Verstehen 
and hermeneutic-phenomenological tradition (Ibid). As depicted by von Wright (1971, 
quoted in Bryman 2001: 13), the essence of the debate lies in epistemological clash between 
positivism and hermeneutics, a term that is concerned with the theory and method of the 
interpretation of human behavior. The central idea of hermeneutics is that a text should be 
studied from the perspective of its author (Ibid 383), which inevitably brings social and 
historical context into the picture. Social phenomena are studied, thus, from a holistic 
perspective.  

In summary, positivism in social sciences turns to explanation of human behavior, 
interpretivism focuses more on understanding of human action. Along the lines of this 
debate, quantitative research tends to take the positivist stand in its methodology, while 
qualitative research employs interpretivism as its general logic. 

As the aim of the present thesis is to understand and interpret how the phenomenon of 
immigration is conceptualized in one particular society, rather than explain why it is 
understood in one way or another, the approach of interpretivism was chosen as the most 
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adequate. As, in particular, this study is concerned with discovering underlying themes in the 
Swedish media discourse on immigration, the general approach of this study falls along the 
lines of phenomenology, an anti-positivist philosophy that is concerned with the question of 
how human actors make sense of the surrounding world and how the researcher should 
bracket preconceptions in individuals� vision of the world (Ibid 14). 

Questions of social ontology are concerned with the debate on whether social entities can be 
considered objective entities that exist in the reality, external to social actors, or whether they 
should be viewed as social constructions based on perceptions and actions of individuals 
(Ibid 16). While objectivism as ontological position agrees with the former approach, 
constructionism represents the opposite ontological standpoint which, in brief, holds that 
categories that people use in their interpretation of the world do not have any built-in 
essences; rather their meaning is constructed in and by interaction (Ibid 18). Constructionism 
is also referred to as constructivism (ibid).  

As outlined in section 2.1., social constructivism was chosen the general ontological position 
of the present thesis as the most relevant for the aim of the study that is to examine media 
discourse on immigration in order to find out how this category is filled with the certain 
meaning, or, in other words, socially constructed. 

Two more terms that are central in social research have to be mentioned here: �validity� and 
�reliability�. The concept of validity refers to the issue of whether an indicator (a means of 
measurement) that is chosen to gauge a concept, really measures that concept (Ibid 72). 
Although this definition of validity is more applicable for quantitative research, the problem 
in question is adequate to both approaches and can be formulating as following: how well do 
data represent the phenomena for which they stand (Punch 1998: 30)? In qualitative research, 
�validity� means that there is a logical link between data indicators and concepts. 

The concept of �reliability� refers to the consistency of measurement and has its roots in the 
positivistic approach to conducting research. In brief, �reliability� of a study means that all 
measurements are conducted with a consistent internal logic, are done precisely and 
cautiously.  

In summary, qualitative research, adopted for this study, in contrast to quantitative research, 
moves away from positivistic approach to social sciences towards interpretivism and 
employs constructionism, rather than objectivism, as its ontological stand. Qualitative 
research stresses the importance of words rather than numbers, emphasizes an inductive 
relationship between theory and research and views social reality as a constant shifting 
emergent property of individuals� creation (ibid 20). With its focus on language, most 
analysis is done on words: they are assembled, broken into semiotic segments, organized in 
specific ways to let the researcher compare, contrast, bestow patterns upon them (Punch 
1998: 149). The aim of the researcher within the qualitative research is to gain a holistic 
overview of the context in focus, capture data �from the inside�, bracketing individuals� 
preconceptions about the issues under discussion (Ibid). 
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3.2. DEDUCTIVE AND INDUCTIVE METHODS 
 
Another central theme while designing a research strategy is the choice between deductive 
and inductive methods. Deduction implies some sort of theory testing through relating 
existing data to a hypothesis derived from theoretical consideration (Ibid 8). In this case, data 
are analyzed within some theoretical framework (Patton 2002: 453). Induction, in turn, 
implies a process of theory-generation (Bryman 2001: 9). The term induction is often used to 
refer to the systematic examination of similarities between cases to develop concepts or ideas 
(Punch 1998: 201). Following this method, the researcher is oriented towards discovering 
patterns and themes in the collected data (Patton 2002: 453).  

In the present thesis, both inductive and deductive methods are used. First, theoretical 
approaches to immigration will be derived from the secondary literature. It is in relation to 
this elaborated theoretical framework that empirical data, consisting of texts appeared in 
Swedish mass media, will be analyzed. In this sense, this study is mainly deductive. At the 
same time, while analyzing texts, some patterns that can not be referred to any of discussed 
theoretical approaches or explained by any of presented theories, might be discovered. As 
the attempt will be undertaken to conceptualize these undiscovered themes, this study 
employs also some inductive elements for its methodology. 

3.3. ADVANTAGES AND DRAWBACKS OF QUALITATIVE METHOD 
 
The obvious advantage of qualitative method is its holistic approach to a social phenomenon, 
while quantitative research is often criticized for its reductionist view of complex social 
reality. Qualitative research is often more sensitive to nuances and subtle fluctuations than 
quantitative research, which is more precise. These sensitivity broads significantly the 
possible scope of research findings, which represents the important contribution of 
qualitative methods to social sciences (Svenning 1999: 158).  

At the same time, this advantage comes at a price: a considerable drawback of qualitative 
research is its subjectivity. In qualitative research findings rely often too much on the 
researcher�s own preconceptions and unsystematic views, and the way of conducting 
research could be affected by the researcher�s personal characteristics such as gender, age or 
social/cultural affinities (Bryman 2001: 282). Due to this subjectivism and unstructured 
procedures of qualitative approach, there often arise difficulties in replicating a qualitative 
study, which creates doubts about reliability and validity of the research�s findings (Ibid).   

Another criticism of qualitative research points out at problems of generalization (Bryman 
2001, 282). A further criticism highlights the lack of transparency that is often inherent to 
qualitative research (Ibid 283). Indeed, due to the absence of standard procedures within the 
qualitative research, it often remains unclear, why the researcher focused on certain issues, 
how s/he selected the data and how the analysis was conducted. 
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3.4. DATA COLLECTION 

As outlined above, the aim of this thesis is to understand how the notion of immigration is 
conceptualized in Swedish mass media according to different theoretical models presented in 
the paper. It seemed thus natural to turn to textual analysis, as the study focuses on the use of 
the concept in language within a certain semantic field. Consequently, empirical data to be 
collected and analyzed for the aims of this research consist of texts (opinion columns, pieces 
of news, thematic articles etc) published in two major Swedish daily newspapers Dagens 
Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet devoted to the issues of immigration and/or immigrants in 
one way or another.  

As one of the objectives of this thesis is to explore the dynamics of media discourse on 
immigration over time, two major blocks of texts, temporarily quite distant from each other, 
will be compared. It is chosen to examine all relevant texts appeared in the two newspapers 
during the year 1993, and compare them to the texts published 9 years later, in 2002. This 
aims at discovering major changes in issues brought up when immigration is discussed and 
shifting in patterns in immigration-related argumentation over time.  

Considering the way of sampling empirical data, both �purposive� and �probability 
sampling� methods are to be combined. �Purposive sampling� implies choosing the material 
for analysis with some purpose in mind, while �probability sampling� means acquiring items 
in a more or less random way with the aim of grasping representativeness (Punch 1998: 193).  

Two methods of sorting and sampling data are combined as following. �Probability 
sampling� is applied when deciding on time coverage of analyzed materials, as the years of 
their publication were chosen more or less randomly. This is done with the purpose of 
analyzing and comparing �routine� debate on immigration during two years, separated from 
each other by a decade. In turn, when scanning newspapers' archives for those two years, 
�purposive sampling� is to be used, in order to identify items suitable for analysis.  

More concretely, items of data are to be collected as following. In order to scan the archives 
of DN from 1993 and 2002, as well as one of SvD from 2002, electronic search engine 
�PressText�1 is going to be used. This engine allows performing keywords-based search for 
articles from the selected newspapers and selected dates. In such a way, all articles appeared 
in the search results for the keywords �immigration� and �immigrants�2 are to be added to the 
database of empirical material. As archives of SvD from 1993 can not be accessed 
electronically, it was chosen to delimit the scope of empirical material from this source to 16 
articles that constitute a consequent debate on immigration issues and are referred to by 
Björk (1997). 

According to Punch, social research can both use documentary sources of data in conjunction 
with other types of data, such as interviews and observation, as well as be based entirely on 
                                                
1 http://skolan.presstext.prb.se 
2 In Swedish: �invandring� and �invandrare� 
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documents (1998: 190). As the present thesis refers deliberately to the Swedish mass media 
discourse on immigration, it seems logical and time-consuming to delimit empirical evidence 
to texts appeared in the chosen newspapers. However, as discussed above, the general 
methodological approach of this research is one of hermeneutics, which presupposes placing 
the studied object in the socio-political context in order to assess more holistic picture. For 
these purposes, secondary literature reflecting adequate developments in Sweden will be 
used as background data. 

To sum up, by sampling empirical evidence in the described way we will end up with a 
series of snapshots of Swedish media discourse on immigration taken at irregular intervals. It 
appears that the aim of the study � to understand how the notion of immigration is 
conceptualized in the Swedish media discourse and how the dynamics of this discourse over 
time can be characterized - will be then fulfilled by conducting textual analysis of items 
composing acquired database. In the next section the specific method of analyzing empirical 
data is outlined. 

3.5. METHODS OF ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATIONS 

Due to the richness and complexity of social life as the research object, there is no standard 
strategy as to how qualitative data should be analyzed (Punch 1998: 199). Instead, the 
researcher is free to choose from a wide variety of different techniques and methods of 
treating empirical data, depending on which aspects s/he wants to illuminate (Ibid).  

As was discussed above, analysis of empirical evidence (newspaper articles) performed by 
this study aims at discovering underlying themes and patterns of conceptualizing 
immigration in Swedish mass media. These themes will be then referred to conceptual 
framework inferred from the theoretical literature. In general, this will be conducted by 
exploring semantic fields surrounding the notion of immigration in the media texts that are 
chosen as empirical data. Key words/concepts that define these semantic fields will be then 
linked to a concept of immigration employed by one of the theoretical approaches outlined in 
the paper. Thus, theoretical approaches to immigration will serve as analytical tools to 
explore the logic of the argument in focus and provide a context for its interpretation. 

3.5.1. QUALITATIVE CONTENT ANALYSIS WITH ELEMENTS OF CODING 

More specifically, this task will be performed by means of qualitative content analysis with 
the elements of coding. Qualitative content analysis is one of the most prevalent approaches 
to the qualitative studies of documents (Bryman 2001: 381). This method involves analyzing 
empirical data with the intention to discover underlying themes which then might be 
illustrated with brief quotation from an analyzed text, for example, document or newspaper 
(ibid). According to Bryman, qualitative content analysis is a strategy that lies at heart of the 
coding approaches to data analysis (ibid).  
 
Coding is a specific activity central for analysis directed at discovering regularities in the 
data (Punch 1998: 204). Under codes one can understand tags, names or labels, and coding is 
therefore the process of putting tags, names or labels against pieces of the data (ibid). The 
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intention here is to attach a meaning to the pieces of data in order to provide a basis for their 
storage and retrieval (ibid). Initial labeling of data leads eventually to introducing more 
advanced codes, which permits summarizing of data by pulling together themes, and by 
identifying patterns (Ibid 205). 
  
According to Punch, the labels, or indicators, to be used to code a piece of data, can be 
generated while analyzing empirical evidence through answering the following questions: 
what is this piece of data an example of? What does this piece of data stand for, or represent? 
What category or property of a category does this piece of data indicate (Ibid 212)?  
 
Concept-indicator is the central idea of coding (Ibid 211). This model presupposes that a 
concept can have many different possible empirical indicators. When we infer a concept from 
an indicator in the data, we are abstracting, which means that we go to a more abstract 
concept from a piece of empirical data. This is done by identifying what concept one certain 
piece of empirical data indicates (Ibid). 
 
By following those steps, the researcher generates a theory on the basis of empirical data, 
which is the inductive part of the research. One of the common ways to design a research is 
to follow-up this stage with the deductive part by testing elaborated hypotheses with the new 
empirical evidence for the purpose of verification (Punch 1998: 201).  
 
As the aim of this study is not hypothesis/theory generation, the thesis is designed in a 
somewhat different way. At first, theoretical framework will be outlined and concepts 
representing each theoretical approach to immigration will be crystallized. The empirical data 
(media texts) will be then studied with the help of content analysis and coding techniques, 
with a concept constituting a unit of analysis. As the result, some concept-indicators will be 
defined and thereafter correlated with theoretical concepts on immigration. In such a way, the 
research question of the present thesis - how immigration is conceptualized in the Swedish 
mass media according to different theoretical models � will be answered. By comparing 
concepts most commonly used in the two different blocks of empirical data � media texts 
from 1993 and 2002 � the second major question of the study � what is the dynamics of 
discourse on immigration in the Swedish mass media over time � will be addressed. 
 
3.5.2. FRAME ANALYSIS 

In conclusion, the concept of frame analysis as an auxiliary method that can be of use for this 
research will be briefly outlined. Media frame is a central organizing idea that defines the 
way that some certain issue is presented and debated (Gamson et al. 1989: 3). When the aim 
is to �put a code� on a media message that would refer to some discovered underlying 
concept, the researcher can turn to frame analysis as a methodological tool. 

As those hidden concepts are not always visible or easily extractable from a text, the 
researcher can focus on symbolic devices used by journalists to suggest how to think about 
the issue.  Some of those framing devices are: metaphors, catchphrases, moral appeals, 
exemplars (i.e. historic examples from which lessons are to be drawn), depictions, visual 
images (Gitlin 1980: 7, quoted in Gamson, 1989: 3). Extracting framing devices contained in 
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a text, one can thus grasp the features of the frame. Observing frame transformation in the 
media texts on a specific issue, one can trace changes in what is taken for granted in a 
particular media discourse (Snow et al. 1986). Consequently, frame analysis can alleviate the 
process of coding and the follow-up analysis of concept-indicators, or codes.   
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4. THEORIZING IMMIGRATION 
4.1. INTRODUCTION 
4.1.1. REVIEW OF THEORETICAL LITERATURE ON MIGRATION STUDIES. 
DIFFICULTIES OF THEORY-BUILDING.  

Migration studies are a relatively recent discipline, and it appears that no consensus has been 
achieved in the academic world as how to systematize migration theories. Politics of 
international migration as a research discipline only started to emerge in the 1980 � 90s 
(Hollifield 2000: 137). This is not to say that no research on migration whatsoever had been 
conducted before that time. During last two decades, however, migration and immigration 
have become the theme of discussion for many various disciplines - political science, law, 
macroeconomics, anthropology, sociology � and, naturally, each discipline has brought new 
insights into how international migration has to be conceptualized and what ought to be 
determined as the units of analysis for the theory building. 

The early work on migration adopted uneven levels of development of migrant-sending and 
migrant- receiving areas as the organizing idea for theorizing and examined economic push-
factors of out-migration and the pull-factors of in-migration as the motives for individual 
migrants to move and settle in new areas (Brettel 2000: 102). Much of the research was 
influenced by the modernization theory that considers migration to be a vehicle for 
eliminating regional economic differences; in particular differences between urban and rural 
areas (Ibid). The theory focuses on individual migrants that make rational economic 
decisions in response to differentials in land, labor and capital conditions between certain 
areas and on the consequences of their decisions (Ibid). 

The historical-structuralist approach, based on Marxist thought, places migration in the 
context of core-periphery relations (Ibid 103). Dependency theories and world system 
theories conceptualize migration as a consequence of the internalization of proletariat and 
importing and exporting of labor; and migrants are regarded passive reactors to the changes 
in national and international economy manipulated by the world capitalist system. (See, for 
example Wallerstein, Immanuel (1974), The Modern World-System: Capitalist Agriculture 
and the Origins of the European World Economy in the Sixteenth Century. New York: 
Academic Press). 

Social scientists have tended to criticize these traditional approaches to migration as ignoring 
political, social and cultural factors that exercise influence within a nation state and 
internationally (Brettel, Hollifield 2000: 8). In contrast to that, modern theoretical studies on 
immigration try to embrace a very wide scope of issues, which complicates the task to 
systematize all different approaches to immigration.  

Theory building depends heavily on the choice of the levels and units of analysis that vary 
considerably in the theoretical literature dealing with migration/immigration. For example, 
some scientists focus on the macrolevel, examining the structural conditions (political, legal 
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and economic) that shape migration flows; and some engage in the microlevel research, 
examining how these larger forces shape the actions of individuals and families, or how they 
effect changes in communities (Ibid). Some lean towards a more interest-based approach, 
defined in terms of rational choice, to explain actors� behavior in regards to immigration, 
while others favor institutional, cultural and ideational explanations (Ibid 6).  

The research on immigration within political science follows several main themes. One is the 
national policy controlling migration flows and hence national borders, the second is the 
impact of migration on the institutions of sovereignty and citizenship, another issue is the 
relationship between international population movements and foreign policy and national 
security. Much work has been also done on the questions of different models of migrants� 
incorporation into the receiving societies (Brettel, Hollifield 2000: 6-10). 

One of the most recent trends in theorizing immigration is the approach of transnationalim 
that can be placed within the postmodernist tradition. Transnationalism refers to the new 
ways of conceptualizing interaction between migrants-sending and migrants-receiving 
societies that transgresses geographic, political, and cultural borders (Brettel 2000: 104). 
Transnationalsm developed from the realization that immigrants abroad maintain their ties to 
their home countries making �home and host society a single arena of social action� 
(Margolis 1995: 29).  

In such a way, an initial survey of the contemporary theoretical literature on immigration 
gives the researcher a rather unsystematic picture, which reflects the whole enormous 
complexity of the modern social world that is characterized by considerable (at least as 
compared to the earlier historical periods) movement of people across the borders. In order 
to develop a more or less structured classification of theoretical approaches to immigration, 
we would thus inevitably have to delimit the scope of the present inquiry by picking up some 
central issues regarding immigration and putting them in the basis of the classification to be 
elaborated. 

4.1.2. SOCIAL CONSTRUCTION OF IMMIGRATION AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR A 
NATION-STATE AS A BASIS FOR THEORIES CLASSIFICATION  

As was outlined above, there is no one single classification of migration theories due to the 
variety of disciplines involved. Consequently, some classification has to be created 
deliberately for the aims of this thesis to serve as an appropriate theoretical framework within 
which a national debate on immigration has to be analyzed.  

As this study will employ mass media debate on immigration as empirical evidence, it seems 
appropriate for the theoretical part of the thesis to concentrate on how immigration and its 
various implications are perceived by the members of a particular society, and how 
perceptions of those implications influence the debate on the national immigration policies. 
In other words, different approaches to immigration as presented in this paper are organized 
around the different ways of how immigration and its implications can be perceived or 
constructed by the immigrants-receiving society and what kind of consequences these visions 
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can have for the immigration policies. In such a way, the analysis will focus on the micro-
level of the nation-state.  
 
In sections 4.2 � 4.4 various approaches to immigration classified according to their 
theoretical standpoint (liberal communitarianism, realism, idealism) will be discussed.  
Sections 4.5 and 4.6 discuss various views on economic and cultural effects of immigration 
respectively, theorizing thus on implications of immigration. The argument will touch upon 
different immigration policies as a reaction of the �destination-country� as well. 
 
In an attempt to embrace different societal realms that appear to be affected by immigration, 
the present thesis acquires interdisciplinary character. When theorizing on immigration, this 
happens inevitably considering the variety of implications this phenomenon has for a 
receiving society. Political science and political sociology tie the questions of immigration to 
the concepts of nation-state, sovereignty and self-determination, sociology of culture and 
anthropology put them in the context of nationality, ethnicity and the construction of identity, 
welfare-state theorists connect them to the issues of production and distribution of resources 
and material goods. This is why the theoretical framework presented in this research seeks to 
explore concepts regarding various visions of immigration, not only developed within major 
theories of international relations, but also as addressed by different disciplines. 

The subsequent analysis of empirical material aims at identifying concepts of argumentation 
in the Swedish media debate on immigration and referring them to the theoretical framework 
in order to answer the following question: which concepts presented in the theoretical section 
can be traced in empirical material? How the concept is used in argumentation for certain 
immigration policies? How are different concepts related to each other?  

In such a way, concept constitutes a unit of analysis serving as an analytical tool for bringing 
together the theoretical and empirical data, or, in another words, for operationalizing the 
presented theoretical framework. 
 
4.2 LIBERAL COMMUNITARIANISM 
The approaches to the questions of membership and immigration that are considered in this 
section are based on the ideas of liberal political philosophy and derive their attitudes from 
the centrality of the concept of the community. At heart of these approaches lies an idea that 
the interests of existing communities must be secured in the first place and over all other 
interests. Consequently, the duty of every government is to ensure the preservation of the 
community entrusted to it, as well of its culture; and to guarantee well-being to the members 
of the community.  

The argument that the governments have greater obligations to their own citizens than to any 
others is represented by the philosophers who often referred to as �communitarians� (Weiner 
1996: 171-197). Michael Walzer is one of them addressing these issues in his fundamental 
work Spheres of Justice (New York: Basic Books, Inc., 1980).  
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The central concept of Walzer�s book is the principle of distributive justice. The idea of 
distributive justice presupposes the existence of the community that is �a bounded world 
within which distributions takes place: a group of people committed to dividing, exchanging, 
and sharing social goods, first of all among themselves� (Ibid 31). In such a way, the primary 
good that can be distributed is a membership in some community. 

Walzer compares membership in a polity with a membership in a family or a club (1980: 41). 
Like members of one family, people living in one country, have a special commitment to one 
another (ibid 62). Like members of a club, citizens define what kind of assembly they form, 
what are its goals and values; they possess an exclusive right to decide whom they want to 
grant access to their association (Ibid 40).  

Walzer emphasizes that the community consists of �men and women with some special 
commitment to one another and some special sense of their common life� (Ibid); and this 
special commitment is what ascribes legitimacy and value to the community. This valuable 
feature of the community depends upon a certain closure from the outer world. The 
community might be open as a place to live for newcomers on the conditions that they can 
find work, but it does not presuppose that these individuals will be automatically granted full 
membership, for �as a forum or assembly, as a nation or a people, it is closed except to those 
who meet the requirements set by the present members� (Ibid 58). 
 
Even though identity that unifies members of the community is mythical in its character, it 
constitutes the very foundations of the community and cements it (Ibid 28). This is what 
makes the right to choose members so vital for the community: only in this way communal 
shared identity can be preserved and through this �historically stable community of character� 
will be maintained. The right to define immigration policies is thus considered the most basic 
right of the community, built upon a fundamental right for self-determination (Ibid 62). 

The central argument of communitarians is that the community as association of people 
cherishing some distinct way of life survives in this form due to its boundaries that secure the 
distinctiveness of the community�s culture (Ibid 39). Borders are viewed thus as necessary 
for preserving fruits of human activity and providing secure conditions for progress 
(Meilaender 2001: 75-78). Communities have a natural right to prefer �its own� to anything 
else: the way of life it has developed to any other way of life, and its own members to any 
other individuals. The government might decide to grant entry to the community to some 
�necessitous strangers�, such as for instance refugees, but only on the condition that none of 
its obligations to the existing members of community is violated. Among those obligations, 
the preservation of the community�s existing way of life is ranked highest; therefore only 
small number of newcomers might be admitted and only on the condition that there is a good 
reason to expect them to integrate easily into the society (Walzer 1980: 51).  

Many researchers discover a paradox that is encountered by the liberal tradition when it 
comes to the issues of admission and exclusion. Liberal states are committed to principles of 
moral equality of individuals and those of humanity, but celebrate these principles only 
within the community, while closing their borders for foreigners and thereby denying those 
individuals realization of the essential human right for free movement. The existence of 



 25

insiders and outsiders leads to the contradiction between the principle of the moral equality 
of persons, the issue that the majority of works in liberal theory avoids dealing with (Cole 
2000: 59). There is no reason given why relations among human beings within certain 
borders should be different than those with the others, who happened to be outside3  
(Canovan 1996: 33). 
 
4.3. REALISM ON IMMIGRATION: IMMIGRATION AS A SECURITY THREAT  

Realist paradigm of international relations treats migration and theorizes on immigration 
policies in the similar way as liberalism. Arguing along the same lines, realist tradition gives 
absolute preference to the collective interests over those of mankind in general and insists 
that the governments, acting as trustees of the communities, are obliged to serve exclusively 
the interests of the state they represent (Hendriksson 1992: 214). Among those interests, 
realism traditionally emphasizes security as the most crucial. Speaking about migration in 
terms of the national security, it appears that this phenomenon is more likely to undermine 
state security than to strengthen it. Free movement of people across borders causes social 
changes that may often be overwhelming and irresistible, brings thereby instability and 
creates a threat to the security of nations into whose midst strangers move (Ibid 216). 

This kind of discourse on immigration became favorable in the 1990s. With the end of the 
Cold War marked by the victory of Western liberal ideology, the image of enemy shifted 
from the communist countries to the non-Western cultures (Hedetoft 2003: 203). In his 
notorious article �The Clash of Civilizations� Samuel Huntington argued that the present 
world conflicts and those to come occur between different civilizations, or cultural 
communities, and not any longer between ideological Cold War blocks. The central boundary 
that divides the world into potentially conflicting civilizations is one between a Western 
civilization and a variety of non-Western ones. According to Huntington, under these 
circumstances the West should be extremely cautious about its immigration policies so that 
immigrants would not undermine Western cultural homogeneity, which may result in that the 
security of Western hemisphere may be endangered (Huntington 1996). 

The postulates of Huntington are shared by other theorists. For instance, Myron Weiner 
follows the similar logic arguing that immigration poses a threat to stability of the Western 
democracies (Hollifield 2000: 140). According to her work The Global Migration, 

                                                
3 The clue to this hidden paradox can be found if we take a glance at the development of liberal tradition in 
historical perspective. Indeed, historically the whole system of liberal values and principles was elaborated and 
conceptualized as achievable only in the presence of some authority. In the absence of any universal authority, 
those principles rest upon the liberal state that guarantees them. In words of Coleman and Harding, principles of 
distributive justice fall within the scope of sovereign communities and are dependent on their existence 
(Coleman, Harding 1995: 37). According to David Miller, Walzer interprets justice as the fruit of progress of 
one particular political community at a particular time. The concept of justice is thus simply deprived of its very 
meaning outside the community boundaries (Miller 1995: 2).   Additionally, as O�Neill points out, theories of 
freedom, of justice, of property, took shape with an apparent universality, but with a structure designed to 
exclude others. Earlier versions of the liberal theory were explicit about this exclusion. European humanity was 
considered to be universal, so that all non-Europeans failed to qualify for inclusion within the communities of 
liberal justice (1994: 196). 
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multiculturalism brought by immigrants can politically destabilize the West, therefore 
immigration policies should reflect the limited ability of a society to absorb foreigners (Ibid). 
Peter Brimelow in his Alien Nation agrees on this, expressing the opinion that the influx of 
the Third-World immigrants into Western societies represents a cultural threat that can lead 
to political destabilization of the very foundations of the liberal Western democracies 
(Brimelow 1996). According to the author, multiculturalism is highly undesirable for the 
community because multiethnic societies are either despotic or remarkably unsuccessful 
(Ibid).  

Realist paradigm shares the assumption that mankind naturally divides itself into distinct, 
potentially conflicting, groups (Hendriksson 1992: 227). From this perspective, the rational 
government, whose highest interest is the security of the entrusted state, should avoid 
intermingling of such disparate groups within national borders as this could pose a threat to 
the public order (Ibid 222). 

To summarize the arguments presented above, realist traditions agrees with 
communitarianism on that the interests of the community represent the highest value and 
define all national policies including those on immigration. However, realism places 
somewhat greater emphasize on the concepts of sovereignty and national security that are 
absolutely central to this tradition of political thought. Departing from these two concepts, 
realism postulates that admission of aliens is acceptable only if it does not threaten the state�s 
life interests. Similar to liberal communitarianism, Western realist tradition recognizes 
preservation of national culture one of the most vital state�s interests, but understands 
�culture� more in terms of the citizens� devotion to democratic principles that underpin the 
whole societal structure, rather than in terms of some �distinct way of communal life� that is 
in focus of communitarian tradition. Apart from this difference, realism tends to treat 
immigration as a phenomenon that may bring instability into a receiving country, not the 
least on the ground of disbelief into the effectiveness of a multicultural society.  
 
It can be concluded that the Western realist tradition believes that in the Hobbesian world 
order, with no higher authority to regulate international conflicts and with every state fighting 
for its survival, liberal states are few and under constant threat from external, presumably 
illiberal, threats (O�Neill 1994: 165). When it comes to international affairs, the states have 
the right, or even are obliged, do whatever is in their security interests. Admissionist4 
immigration policies would destabilize political institutions of liberal states, therefore 
governments must practice unlimited sovereignty in immigration questions and do not have 
any obligations to maintain coherence between internal and external practices and moral 
principles (Ibid). This postulate can be illustrated with the words of the British Home 
Secretary, Edward Shortt, said in 1919: �Where it is a choice between our own safety and the 
safety of our people and the infliction of hardship upon an alien, then that hardship becomes 
necessary and ceases to be unjust� (cited after Dummett 1992: 170). 
 
 

                                                
4 The term �admissionist� is used here and hereafter referring to immigration policies instead of linguistically 
more correct �liberal� to avoid confusion in terms 
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4.4. IDEALISTIC APPROACH TO IMMIGRATION: NATURAL LAW AND 
MORAL OBLIGATIONS OF STATES  
 
In the following section a different approach to immigration than those discussed above will 
be brought up. In their conceptualizing immigration, liberal communitarianism and realism 
depart from various consequences that immigration can bring into the receiving society 
propagating that they are what governments should have in mind when formulate their 
immigration policies. In contrast, the approach described below departs in its argument from 
the prerequisites, or reasons, of immigration. This approach can be called �ethical�, or 
�idealistic�, as it is based upon considerations of morality.  
 
As was pointed out above, liberal communitarian tradition of political thought do not reject 
completely the possibility for the state to grant the right for entry to some number of 
strangers. In the words of Walzer, the government can admit some �necessitous strangers� to 
the community on the condition that it does not infringe upon any of the rights and interests 
of the present members of the community (1980: 51 
 
Realist paradigm shares this view admitting that the states, to some extent, bear certain 
humanitarian obligations to strangers in need (Hendrickson 1992: 218). However, there is no 
consensus among realists about the scope and the nature of those humanitarian obligations to 
aliens (Ibid). The main limitation to the state obligations to refugees, as well as to any other 
individuals applying for entry, remains unquestionable: their admission can not pose any 
danger to the state public safety, security, welfare or essential institutions (Nafziger 1983: 
832).  
 
The philosophy of Realpolitik that lies at heart of these approaches had developed hand in 
hand with the rise of the modern state and received its justification in sovereign authority of 
each political unit (Dummett 1992: 169). This sort of political logic is deeply intertwined 
with the vision of the world of sovereign nation-states and is taken for granted as much as is 
the modern world order itself. In ancient and medieval world, however, another concept was 
often predominant: the concept of natural, or universal, order (Ibid). According to this 
doctrine, the rights of an individual arise from the fact of him/her being human and not for 
the reason of being citizen (Ibid 172). The concept of the natural law denies the priority of 
the states interests over universal principles of justice (Ibid 169). 
 
From the standpoint of the concept of natural law, it is precisely immigration policies of 
modern states that blatantly violate principles of universal justice and equality of human 
beings, as those policies factually divide world population into several classes on the basis of 
how easily they can move across the borders (Ibid 172).  
 
Joseph Carens, arguing in his Aliens and Citizens: the case for open borders, that borders 
should be generally open, describes this situation of injustice in the following way: 
�Citizenship in Western liberal democracies is the modern equivalent of feudal privilege � an 
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inherited status that greatly enhances one's life chances� (Carens 1987: 251). In Caren�s 
opinion, introducing restrictions on immigration from poorer countries, Western societies 
unfairly protect the inherited privileges of their members against demands for equality from 
the side of those who happened to be born into a less fortunate country (Ibid 252). 
 
In such a way, proponents of the universal justice doctrine doom unjust the situation when 
principles of justice and equality are only applicable within the community and do not work 
universally. Indeed, traditional political philosophy only addresses the questions of justice, 
rights and humanitarian obligations within the boundaries of a particular state and avoids 
dealing with those issues in the international context (Dummett 1992: 169). Even if theorists 
accept the doctrine of universal human rights, they consider it adaptable within a closed, self-
sufficient system: universal rights become expressed as citizens� rights while the rights of the 
aliens (for instance their right of free movement) are to a great extent ignored (Ibid).  
 
If for an ordinary migrant a claim for admission is based on a claim of the right for free 
movement, say, in the search for better life; for forced migrants, or refugees, a claim for 
entrance can be regarded as a claim of the right for life (Ibid 179). Asylum seekers and 
refugees are becoming the largest group of permanent foreign settlers and represent the 
biggest challenge to the immigration policies of the modern states (Coleman, Harding 1995: 
23). Although within last 50 years international community achieved considerable progress 
in its efforts to improve the situation for those forced to flee from violent conflicts or unjust 
persecution, the developed international framework that regulates asylum and rights of 
refugees is extremely fragile, due to the state�s sovereignty over deciding on admission and 
membership (Cole 2000: 37). As implementation of international agreements regarding 
refugee-policies remains wedded to states, in practice it is a prerogative of national 
governments to decide how generous they should be in granting protection to refugees. This 
largely comes from the fact that the 1951 Geneva Convention5 has no provision requiring 
legislative incorporation or any other formal implementation procedures. It appears that 
under current circumstances, the capacity of liberal democracies can only be sufficient to 
provide protection to those individuals whose rights and lives are threatened the most 
egregiously, while others have to be rejected (Weiner 1996: 188).  
 
To sum up, the described approach to immigration considers that immigration policies of 
states should be defined by the universal justice and human rights, out of which the right for 
free movement and the right to seek asylum are crucial. The priority of state�s interests over 
universal principles of justice and equality is thus not that doubtless as for liberal and realist 
doctrines.  This vision of immigration is rooted in the ancient and medieval concept of 
natural law, or natural order that asserts the equality of all individuals and their rights 
irrespectively of their nationality or citizenship. According to this doctrine, rights of an 
                                                
5 Article 1A(2) of the Geneva Convention of 1951 defines refugee as an individual, who, �owing to a well-
founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular group or 
political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such a fear, is unwilling to 
avail himself of the protection of that country� (Carens 1995: 2). The definition was extended by the Protocol to 
the Convention of 1967. Besides, there exist a broader definitions adopted by the Organization of African Unity 
that defines refugees as �persons compelled to leave their place of residents because of events seriously 
disturbing public order� (Weiner 1996: 185).  
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individual arise from the fact of being human, and not for being citizen of a particular state. 
In regards to immigration, individual right of free movement that should define states� 
immigration policies is in focus of this approach. 

4.5. IMMIGRATION IN ECONOMIC TERMS.  

4.5.1. INTRODUCTION. IS THERE A UNITARY EFFECT OF IMMIGRATION? 

Immigrants represent a group of new participants in economic relations of the host society, 
which lets us suggest that they affect the economies of receiving countries. It is possible to 
assume that immigrants� impact on the host economy, if any, depends on their somewhat 
specific position as employees, receivers of welfare benefits and tax payers in comparison to 
the native citizens. It is clear though that in order to explore these specific conditions and 
investigate possible economic consequences of immigration, we would have to distinguish 
between different groups of immigrants, according to their various characteristics, and place 
them within the concrete context of the host economy. This makes any purely abstract 
argument on the economic impact of immigration hardly possible. Here we can agree with 
Freeman, who argues that research does not give any clear message concerning the �net-
result� of immigration for the nation-states. In his words, �one is free to believe more or less 
what one wishes about the economic impact of migration because the facts are so much in 
dispute� (1986: 60 cited in Brochmann 1996: 20).  

This point can be illustrated by the contrast in public attitudes towards immigration in the so 
called �countries of immigration�, United States, Canada, Australia; and those in European 
welfare states. Even though the �countries of immigration� are subject to many of the same 
economic setbacks as Europe, increased (legal) immigration appears to be their public policy, 
meanwhile Europe tends to view immigration as a threat to society � at least under current 
economic and political conditions (Brochmann 1996: 20). This perspective brings perceived 
economic impact of immigration into the picture. 

As this thesis is primarily interested in perceptions and social constructions, it seems relevant 
to concentrate on existing beliefs on economic consequences of immigration. This chapter is 
thus an attempt to summarize theoretical approaches to immigration as an economic 
phenomenon, and to outline different visions of the consequences that immigration might 
cause in the host economies. As Sweden is the country in focus of the empiric part of the 
paper, the discussion will concentrate on immigration to industrially developed states with 
strong system of welfare protection. The relation between immigration and the welfare state 
will be specifically highlighted.  

4.5.2. IMMIGRATION AS FREE MOVEMENT OF LABOR. ANTI-IMMIGRANTISM AS 
ANTI-GLOBALIZATION MOVEMENT. 
 
Migration of people across the national borders can be compared with international 
movement of goods and capital. From this perspective immigration can be understood as 
globalization of labor, which constitutes a part of the broader phenomenon of globalization 
(Weiner 1996: 182, Hollifield 2000: 170). Interpreted along these lines, free immigration 
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finds its proponents among neoclassical economists, who emphasize economic benefits of the 
worldwide free movement of the factors of production (Weiner 1996: 182). 
 
As Weiner points out, neoclassical tradition of economic thought argues that everyone gains 
if communities produce what they can produce most efficiently and then trade their goods 
with other communities (1996: 182). Capital then would move to the place it could be most 
profitably utilized, and thus it is to every country�s benefit if the goods and money move 
freely. If the same logic is applied to labor, free movement of workforce is considered 
beneficial both for the employees and national economy in general, for individuals can work 
where their labor is most needed and the wages are the highest. If this proves true within one 
country, it might be desirable to accept free movement internationally as well, due to 
reciprocal economic advantages of both labor exporting and labor importing countries. 
Indeed, labor-exporting countries would gain by earning remittances from their overseas 
workers, while receiving countries would win economically by employing foreign workers 
for jobs left by the native workforce and by compensation for domestic labor shortages 
(ibid).  
 
Meanwhile, it is somewhat more complicated to regulate free movement of people across the 
borders than international flows of goods and capital which can be brought to the desirable 
equilibrium relatively easily. Same mechanisms do not work for regulating migration. The 
central question that naturally arises from this observation is to what extent free movement of 
labor is beneficial and desirable for receiving countries and how to achieve and secure this 
optimal balance. 
 
Much the same arguments used by advocates of some form of managed trade with subsidies, 
protectionism and various restrictions on imports, can be applied to international movement 
of labor (ibid 183). Obviously, a relatively free international labor market is not without its 
costs for receiving countries. As much as immigrants can be looked upon as a resource or an 
asset for economic growth, they can alternatively be viewed as a threat for receiving 
economy, for they can compete with local population for jobs, housing and social services, 
damp wages in certain industries, damage local ecology, bring instability and hence 
hindering economic growth (ibid).  
 
One can wonder why attitudes against free labor movement are so predominant in Europe, 
even though there are no concrete proves to support the assumption that economic impact of 
immigration is universally negative for receiving societies. Some researchers conclude that 
immigrants can create both economic benefits for some current members and harms for 
others (Carens 1995:7). Some point out, that there is no evidence to prove that the welfare 
rewards received by immigrants in most cases outweigh their contribution to the economic 
wealth of the host-society (Held et al. 1999: 313). Held and others assume that the impact of 
immigrants on the welfare state may actually be positive in Western Europe, despite 
�conventional xenophobic wisdom� that argues that the consequences are uniformly negative 
for host countries (Ibid). 
 
It can be suggested that population�s xenophobia and resistance to immigration in Western 
societies (especially in Western Europe) is a reaction to globalization, a response to new 
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socio-economic insecurities, such as diminishing resources, inflation, high unemployment, 
decreasing social rewards etc (Delanty, O'Mahony 2002: 198). Certainly, we can not blame 
globalization in every nationalist conflict in the sense of causing it; we can rather point that 
globalization has opened up new possibilities for the emergence of nationalism as a new anti-
systemic movement for redefining the state project as an ethnic one (Ibid).  
 
As Petersson explains, for certain groups of population that feel threatened by rapid changes 
and new socio-economic processes, it might be an understandable tendency to give a face to 
uncertainty by focusing on negative characteristics in perceptions of immigrants (Petersson 
2003: 104). It is easy to blame those who are already marginalized and fit the role of a 
scapegoat � strangers, newcomers, that symbolize changes. The effect of scapegoating is 
described by many social scientists as characteristic for postindustrial society that comes with 
a feeling of failure, alienation and resentment, especially among workers in the advanced 
industrial societies, many of whom tend to see immigrants as the cause of their problems 
(Betz 1994, Kitschelt 1995, cited in Hollifield 2000: 170). Against this background, we can 
conclude that social movements, opposed to immigration and multiculturalism, seem 
naturally accompany anti-globalization movements, which most often find support from 
economically vulnerable groups of native population.  
 
4.5.3. IMMIGRATION AND THE WELFARE STATE 
 
As was discussed in the previous section, neoclassical economists argue in favor of free 
movement of production factors (including manpower) within national borders as well as 
internationally, for, according to their doctrine, it would contribute to creating economic 
growth and achieving greater worldwide economic equality (Weiner 1996: 182). It appears 
though that liberal ideology of �minimum state intervention� that underpins this doctrine 
comes into contradiction with the logic of the welfare state, the project that aims 
contrastingly at protecting differences in resources (Carens 1987: 227), which can be realized 
by a nation-state only through a certain degree of closure and exclusion of non-citizens.  
 
The welfare state that guarantees all citizens minimum standards of living through welfare 
provisions is based on a system where individuals who �agree to share according to need, 
have to experience a sense of solidarity that comes from common membership in some 
human community� (Freeman 1986, cited in Brochmann 1996: 18). Within this community 
resources are re-distributed according to some principle of distributive justice elaborated and 
agreed upon by community members.  
 
The idea of distributive justice is central to Michael Walzer�s work Sphere of Justice 
discussed earlier in the paper. Walzer points out, that �distributive justice presupposes a 
bounded world within which distribution takes place� (1980: 31). The reason, why resources 
of the community, inside certain borders, are regarded as common possessions to be shared 
according to some principle of justice, is mutual commitment experienced by members of a 
community (Ibid 29). Consequently, those whom feelings of mutual commitment of 
community members do not refer to � i.e. immigrants, strangers � are not considered eligible 
for participation in just distribution of resources. 
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Walzer refers to Rawls, who regards people inside fixed borders as �fully cooperating 
members of society� that share collective identity, possessions and obligations (Rawls 1971: 
199). Rawls treats membership in such community not as a matter of individual choice, but 
rather an asset distributed by the chance of birth (Walzer 1980: 34). The existence of 
immigration questions this approach to membership as well as other postulates taken for 
granted by the communitarian tradition, for example, fixed and relatively homogenous 
population of the community and closed borders of the nation-state.  

In this sense immigration represents a certain challenge to the welfare state as it makes 
unclear how distributive justice could be practiced if membership in the community is not 
fixed. Supposedly, the welfare states have to impose at least certain restriction on 
immigration, as uncontrolled movement of people would undermine their ability to provide 
welfare benefits (Carens 2001: 251). Certain closure is needed as well to preserve the 
community�s comparative advantages, which in principal contradicts neoclassical goal of 
greater economic equality achieved through growing mobility of individuals6.  
 
We can conclude with the observation that the global tendencies of modern world confront 
nation-states with the problems of controlling access to the territory for migrants in order to 
prevent eroding of the welfare system. The reason for that is that further inclusion of many 
immigrants into social rights enjoyed by citizens is constructed as a threat to the capacity of 
the welfare state to care for its own citizens (Bommes et al. 2000: 7). The result of this is 
maintenance of the �threshold of inequality� at the borders of the national welfare state in the 
name of definition of the community of legitimate receivers of welfare (Ibid). In such a way, 
restriction on immigration can be understood as a state-policy aiming at protecting 
advantageous differences in resources and at preserving welfare guarantees to the citizens.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
6 If we look upon European welfare states in a historic perspective, we can see that in the context of growing 
international migration states increasingly opted towards restrictive immigration policies. However, this has not 
always been the case. Between 1945 and the middle of the 70s there appeared to be a prevailing assumption 
among immigrant-receiving countries that they were able to manage and control migration processes. 
Therefore, national welfare states predominantly chose to include non-citizen immigrants into welfare rights 
(Hollifield 1992, Soysal 1994, cited in Bommes et al. 2000: 3). This policy had obviously not been 
unproblematic. Granting immigrants certain access to national welfare system, each state had to find an uneasy 
balance between the claims of migrants and those of their own citizen in the context of limited resources. This 
issue has become especially urgent since the late 1980s when the international relations of migration changed 
completely with the end of the Cold War (Bommes et al. 2000: 7). It became questionable whether states any 
longer possessed the capacity to control access to their territories (Weiner 1995).  
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4.6. IMMIGRATION AND CULTURE 
 
4.6.1. INTRODUCTION: NATIONAL CULTURE AND NATIONAL IDENTITY  
 
When culture is concerned, immigration can be viewed as a challenge to national 
homogeneity because it brings cultural diversity into the nation-state. While exploring the 
phenomenon of immigration in relation to culture, two concepts become central: national 
culture and national identity. 
 
Hall mentions that culture is defined through a particular group that shares it (1997a: 2). 
Following this logic, it is natural to define national culture as the specific culture shared by a 
nation. In turn, belonging to a nation, or nationality, is listed among various factors that 
should be understood as partially constitutive of people's identities (Young 2002: 45).  We 
can state thus that individual identity, determined, at least partially, through belonging to a 
nation, is essentially defined by national culture.  
 
The idea of the �nation� has not, until recently, played a significant role in the modern liberal 
theory, as it obviously contradicts basic principles of liberalism: its claim to universalism � 
that all individuals are entitled to equal treatment � and its principle of rationality � that it 
must be possible to explain all political practices in rational terms (Ibid 87).  In contrast, 
power in terms of strong feelings of loyalty and solidarity, generated within nation-states, has 
no rational explanations (Canovan 1996: 131). 
 
But what is exactly the common culture that cements national community and through this 
becomes so meaningful and precious for the nation? Liberal tradition emphasizes the role of 
civil culture that represents a nation�s commitment to national civil institutions and is an 
important component of national identity. Nationalism, in contrast, connects national culture 
to issues of ethnicity (Hampton 1995: 80) or understands it, to a great extent, in terms of the 
specific communal way of life, traditions, values, language, legends and myths developed 
through centuries and fixed in people�s mind.  
 
Commitment to national culture in this sense can be called �ethnic� nationalism, while strong 
loyalty to community�s political values can be called �civic� nationalism. These are, 
naturally, two ideal types that rarely can be identified in practice. In words of Cole, national 
identity based on the commitment only to liberal constitutional politics and practices is too 
thin, and would lead to an identity that is too widely shared (2000: 130). However, purely 
ethnic nationalism produces an identity that is too thick and excludes others on unacceptable 
grounds (Ibid). Another way to look at this �cultural scale� is presented by David Miller, who 
sees the distinction not between civil and ethnic nationalism, but in a degree of cultural 
nationalism (Miller 1995: 19). In his view, �national culture� is composed of public and 
private culture, the notions that can be referred to �civil� and �ethnic� culture respectively.  
 
Splitting the concept of national culture into national �public� and �private� culture might be 
too simplistic, but it could nevertheless provide an organizational principle for this chapter. 
Indeed, immigration of culturally different groups into a society represents a challenge to 
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national homogeneity in terms of both �civil� and �ethnic�, or �private�, culture. In two 
following sections these challenges will be discussed in more details. 
 
4.6.2. LIBERAL NATIONALISM: IMMIGRATION AS A CHALLENGE TO �CIVIL� 
CULTURE 
 
As was discussed above, for liberal tradition national culture is linked to the population�s 
commitment to national civil institutions, liberal political values and practices. Moreover, 
culture is considered as an important contributor to individual freedom, the concept that is 
absolutely central for liberal tradition. In his �Liberalism, Community and Culture�, Will 
Kymlicka sees the significance of  national culture in that it provides an individual with the 
�context of choice�, a framework within which individuals can formulate and seek to execute 
their projects and plans (Coleman, Harding: 1995: 42-44). Walzer argues, that political 
communities can achieve their purposes only if their members share the same identity (1980: 
28). 
 
The same idea is expressed by Yael Tamir who in her work �Liberal Nationalism� defines 
national culture as a �set of specific features that enable members of a nation to distinguish 
between themselves and others� (Ibid 67). This difference, she argues, is what enables people 
to draw a boundary between themselves and others, and what gives a basis for national 
identity (Ibid 109). The crucial importance of national identity is in that it provides an 
individual with the cultural membership that, in turn, greatly influences individual ability to 
make autonomous moral choices (Tamir 1993: 250).  
 
Given these important roles of national culture and national identity, many liberal theorists 
agree that liberal states� restriction on membership is justified because the states have to 
protect cultural membership of their citizens (Tamir 1993, Hampton 1995, Kymlicka 1989 
etc). This argumentation leads to a negative attitude to immigration, especially immigration 
of groups whose culture differs significantly from one of the native population. This means 
that membership in a liberal community can only be granted to foreigners who possess some 
�cultural minimum�. Tamir, for example, lists some requirements for those who wish to be 
accepted as members of the liberal community: general civil competence, i.e. readiness and 
ability to discuss matters with fellow citizens; shared culture and identity, i.e. the competence 
to act like a member of this particular society (Tamir 1993: 129). Consequently, it appears, 
this author considers that it is not enough for an applicant to share a �too thin� national 
identity in a form of �general civil competence�. It is as much as important that general 
cultural background of this individual matches national culture of the community that he 
chooses to enter, as it is a necessary prerequisite for his ability to communicate with the 
fellow citizens and act in a way that is appropriate for this particular society. 
 
4.6.3. NATIONALISM: IMMIGRATION AS A CHALLENGE TO �PRIVATE CULTURE� 
 
Many theorists agree that nations, notoriously defined by Benedict Anderson as �imagined 
communities� (1991), are in fact historical constructions, often created through policies 
intentionally designed to encourage a particular national orientation (Meilaender 2001: 66). 
Despite the actual inequalities and even exploitation that may prevail within the nation, it is 
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traditionally conceived as a �deep, horizontal comradeship� (Anderson 1991: 7). It has 
become a commonplace to note that people belonging to the nation are united by their 
common history and language.  
 
Simple everyday practices, argues Anderson, are perhaps even more important. Common 
experience of people of one nationality starts in a classroom, where children are learned to 
distinguish their own country on the map as marked with one specific color, while all the rest 
of the world is painted something else (Ibid 122). At the same time, our first acquaintance 
with our own country, its history and culture, happens through school textbooks in which 
things are simplified and acquire legendary overtones7.  
 
Historically few identities were constructed in a democratic way (Meilaender 2001: 32-33). 
According to Anderson, �national identities� of most of the modern nations are shaped by 
previous centuries� official policies of nationalism, an anticipatory strategy adopted by 
dominant groups in order to secure their superior positions (Anderson 1991: 101).  
 
Despite to a great extent mythical character of �national identity� and its less-than-democratic 
way of creation, the concept acquires power due to its broad and continuing acceptance 
(Meilaender 2001: 86). Indeed, if already at the very young age people are faced with some 
image of their �nation�, however fictional it might be, it is possible to assume that the further 
development of one�s identity is going to be, at least to some extent, affected by these 
narratives. Even if �national identity� does not refer to anything real in this world, its 
legitimacy is secured as long as people perceive it as giving meaning to their lives (Ibid 32-
33). Even assuming that there is nothing that really marks off one group from another, people 
sharing �national identity� strongly wish to describe themselves as a distinct community. 
Often this community is viewed by many members as one of the greatest value, the 
community worth dying for.  
 
Naturally, different identities become more clearly defined and anchored in people�s minds 
when they are contrasted to each other. �Self� becomes easier definable in the presence of 
�Other�: �we� are distinctive because �we� are different from all �others�. The division line 
between �Self� and �Other� that human beings seem to be so fond of drawing, acquires an 
especially prominent meaning if drawn between different nations. We can say that this 
dividing line is most unquestionable, since feeling of belonging to the �nation� seems 
profoundly natural to its members (Canovan 1996: 135). 
 
To sum up, we can note that the nation is widely perceived as a community of individuals 
strongly united by some common national culture or national identity. However contradictory 
and irrational these notions might be, they nevertheless appear highly valuable for those 
sharing them. Everything that national culture is �composed� of - national history, language, 

                                                
7 Anderson ironically points out: �English history textbooks offer the diverting spectacle of a great Founding 
Father whom every schoolchild is taught to call William the Conqueror. The same child is not informed that 
William spoke no English, indeed could not have done so, since the English language did not exist in his epoch; 
nor is he or she told �Conqueror of what?� For the only intelligible modern answer would have to be �Conqueror 
of the English�, which would turn the old Norman predator into a more successful precursor of Napoleon and 
Hitler� (Anderson 1991: 201). 
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traditions, common everyday practices � is very dear to people�s hearts, and through this the 
concept of national culture acquires an extreme importance for those belonging to it, or 
sharing it.  
 
Against this background it seems that it is just natural for people to be apprehensive towards 
changes brought about by immigration, and towards immigrants that represent the �unknown 
Other�. Walzer puts it in the following way: �people just do not wish to look on passively and 
helplessly as their way of life is transformed into something different and unfamiliar� 
(Meilaender 2001: 172).  

4.6.4. �CULTURAL� APPROACH TO IMMIGRATION: CRITICISMS. �CULTURAL 
DETERMINISM�  

The argument on immigration presented in the previous sections is based on the concept of 
national culture that is understood as some special way of life developed by a community. 
The central idea is that a community has a legitimate concern of cherishing its distinctive 
way of life and passing it on to the next generations as unchanged as possible. This task is 
considered a duty of every government; certain restrictions on membership in the community 
become therefore necessary. Many authors writing on the issues of identity and culture have 
been, however, criticizing this approach pointing out its �weak sides�: rather monistic vision 
of culture, focus on overwhelming differences between cultural groups and, finally, its 
somewhat discriminatory overtones. 

Indeed, it can be noticed that liberal tradition tends to oversimplify things when it 
understands national culture as some fixed phenomenon and defines national identity in 
terms of some set of concrete qualities inherent to all members of the nation. Meanwhile, as 
pointed out by Kostakopoulou, a closer inspection of any specific culture would reveal that it 
is crossed by diverse, and often contradictory currents (2001: 139). As Cole argues, it is 
unclear why immigrants should pose a threat to national identity if it is recognized that 
identities are always in flux and formed by various sub-cultures that exist within every 
national society (2000: 128).  

Argument on culture and immigration presented above seems to suggest that cultural 
membership is what greatly determines individual identity. All other possible identities that a 
person might have, such as based on his/her age, sex, social class, education, profession, 
personal experience etc, are thus neglected as secondary. In such a way, the argument leads 
to the so called �cultural determinism�, where individual belonging to a cultural community 
becomes a �natural� category, something intrinsic and uncontested. Alund and Schierup 
formulate it in the following way: �from the premise that a culture is a community of deep-
seated values of a fixed and exclusive almost organic or �genetic� quality, populations are, in 
terms of the dominant culturalist orientation of the public debate, sorted by ethnic origins 
according to a presumed cultural essence� (1991: 13). 

With these criticisms in mind, the practice of denying individuals membership in a 
community on the ground of their cultural belonging appears unjust and discriminatory, as in 
this situation applicants are being judged not on their individual suitability, but on their 
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membership in the group over which they have no control (Cole 2000: 102). Deciding on 
qualities of individuals through their belonging to a culture, along with the tendency to 
emphasize overwhelming significance of cultural differences, made many social scientists 
speak about emerging of the so called �new racism�, or �racism without a race� (see, for 
example, Alund and Schierup 1991, Castles 1996, Doty 2003, Hall 1997b, Schierup 1995).  
 
According to its critics, �cultural argument� on immigration is based on the false concept of 
culture as something imported rather than formed (Alund, Schierup 1991: 53). The criticism 
rejects the whole argument as morally unacceptable, as it leads to unjust practices when 
individuals are judged from the perspective of some discursively created image of their 
culture. Moreover, the approach creates a discourse of superior and inferior cultures by 
linking foreign cultures to moral degradation and societal destabilization (Alund, Schierup 
1991: 85). This discourse reinforces social inequalities and injustices along ethnic lines 
interpreting them neutrally as �cultural differences� (Schierup 1995: 22). Although this 
discourse has a flexibility to conceal its genuine content by promoting formal respect for 
cultural differences, it is discriminatory in its essence as it tends to mark some cultures as 
�prescribed normality� and some as �social deviations� (Ibid 83).  
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5. SWEDEN AND IMMIGRATION 

Before moving on to the analysis of the empirical material, it is necessary to outline the 
socio-political context within which the mass media debate on immigration occurs in 
Sweden. This chapter provides a historical overview of immigration to Sweden and Swedish 
immigration policies in the second part of the twentieth century, as well as it touches upon 
major societal problems connected to immigration and immigrants� situation in Sweden of 
today. 

5.1. IMMIGRATION TO SWEDEN AFTER THE WORLD WAR II 

During 1950s and beginning of the 60s Sweden, in contrast to the greatest part of other 
European countries lying in ruins after the war, experienced considerable economic growth. 
Domestic manpower resources turned out to be insufficient to satisfy the demands of quickly 
developing industries. Shortages in national labor force were compensated through the very 
liberal immigration policies that virtually aimed at importing foreign labor.  

Most workers were recruited from the neighbor Nordic countries and countries of 
Mediterranean Europe (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 21-23). Common labor market of the Nordic 
countries created in 1954 further promoted the mobility of the labor force within Northern 
Europe (Södergran 2000: 17). The same year Alien Law from 1937 was replaced with a 
much more liberal one that seemed to be based on the earlier twentieth century ideology of 
free international exchange of individuals (Södergran 1997: 45). The new law made it easier 
to come to Sweden and settle down in the country permanently.  

The draft on the new Alien Law contained declaration on political refugees� rights for asylum 
based on the 1951 United Nations Geneva Convention (Ibid). The Convention was ratified by 
Sweden in 1954, the same year that the new Alien Law was adopted (Ibid). Sweden, 
however, went even further than was presupposed by the Convention, applying wider 
definition of �political refugee� and accepting refugees under the so-called �humanitarian 
grounds�, as opposed to the Geneva Convention regulations. This made Swedish refugee 
policies probably one of the most liberal and permissive in the world (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 
22). During the late 1950s the state bureaucracy system of control and regulation of 
migration began to emerge (1997: 47).  

In the end of the 1960s economic situation in Sweden and rest of Europe changed towards 
stagnation, and the need to import manpower into Sweden decreased considerably (Ibid 48). 
This resulted in adopting more restrictive policies towards labor migrants, such as, for 
example, requirement to receive work permit and arrange accommodation before arriving to 
Sweden (Ibid). In 1968 the Swedish Parliament decided that all immigration from non-
Nordic countries should be limited and occur in organized forms according to the needs of 
Swedish labor market, and regarding availability of accommodation and social services for 
migrants (Södergran 2000: 18).  
 
Adopted restrictive measures resulted in that numbers of �labor migrants� from non-Nordic 
countries went down considerably, which did not happen, however, to other groups of 
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migrants. Immigration into Sweden kept on growing, due to unification of families, 
immigration from the Nordic countries, but mostly due to continuing arrival of refugees 
(Södergran 1997: 49). Rebellions in Hungary and Poland, Prague events of 1968, military 
regime in Greece led to increased refugees flows from those regions to safer European 
countries, among them Sweden. The 1970s and 80s were also accompanied by a large 
proportional increase in immigration from more remote parts of the world. During the 1970s, 
refugees fleeing Chile after the military coup of 1973 constituted the largest part of 
immigrants. This flow of Latin American refugees was then superseded by asylum seekers 
from the Middle East at the beginning of the 1980s. The Iran-Iraq war was the main reason 
for this new flow of refugees. By the end of the 1980s, non-Nordic migration accounted for 
70 percent and non-European immigration for half of the total immigration to Sweden 
(Vollmer 2002: 3). 
 
The latest phase of immigration occurred in the last decade of the twentieth century. Events 
in the Balkans led to increased numbers (up to 30,000 per year) of asylum seekers from the 
former Yugoslavia. As a result, Sweden tightened asylum regulations, changing from a more 
liberal interpretation of the meaning of political refugee to a narrower definition according to 
the Geneva Convention (Vollmer 2002: 8). 
 
In 1998 Sweden�s total population amounted to 8.852 million inhabitants. Of the total 
population, about 593,000 are foreign nationals (6.7 percent), out of these 221,300 (2.5 
percent) are immigrated Finns. The annual population growth rate fluctuated around 0.5 
percent during the last ten years (Ibid). In 1998, 968,700 of the residents in Sweden had been 
born outside of the country, accounting for 10.9 percent of the total population. Of these, 40 
percent had been residing in the country for over twenty years and 558,200 held the Swedish 
citizenship. The same year there were 779,000 individuals who were born in Sweden and at 
least one of whose parents had foreign origin. Thus, in 1998 there were on the whole 1.746 
million people of foreign origin, which accounts for 19.7 percent of the total population 
(Ibid, after the OECD). 
 
Under the 1990s, the five largest groups of foreign nationals residing in Sweden were Finns, 
Norwegians, Iraqis, refugees from the former Yugoslavia, Danes and Iranians. Of those the 
largest groups are Finns at around 52,000, followed by Yugoslavs (31,000) and Norwegians 
(17,000). Iranians, of whom there are around 9,000, form the largest non-European group. 
Since mid 1980s, the number of Finns in Sweden has decreased continuously, from 138,600 
(1985) to 99,900 (1998). The number of nationals from the former Yugoslavia peaked in 
1990 having reached 41,100 and had been decreasing thereafter (Ibid 9). More detailed 
statistics on various groups of foreign nationals residing in Sweden is presented by the 
figures 1-3 in the Appendix.  

5.2. DEVELOPMENT OF SWEDISH IMMIGRATION POLICIES. PUBLIC 
OPINION ON IMMIGRATION. 
 
Modern Swedish immigration policies began to emerge during the 1960s, when several 
governmental commissions were established in order to prepare forthcoming reforms on 
controlling and regulating immigration flows, as well as to elaborate measures on 
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immigrants� integration into Swedish society. Before this, in the absence of any formulated 
immigration policy, The Swedish government practically did not interfere with the migration 
flows leaving their regulation to the labor market (Vollmer 2002: 10). Among the 
commissions that had been working on immigration issues in Sweden since the 1960s the 
following might be mentioned:  the Aliens Commission (1961-1968), the Commission on 
Immigration (1968-1974), the Aliens Act Commission (1975-1981) and the Commission on 
Immigration Policy (1980-1984). The Swedish Immigration Board was established in 1969 
(Ibid 11). 
 
As was mentioned in the previous section, by the end of the 1960s it was decided to 
subordinate immigration both in quantity and quality to the needs of Swedish labor market. It 
gave labor market authorities (trade unions etc) greater power to plan, select and organize 
import of foreign labor (Lundh and Ohlsson: 1994). Until 1972, companies had been allowed 
to recruit foreign workers who possessed Swedish residence permit. Foreign workers had 
been employed under the same conditions as nationals and therefore obtained same social 
rights. In other words, Sweden aimed rather for permanent immigration than for a guest-
worker policy (Vollmer 2002: 11). Moreover, as an important characteristic of the Social 
Democratic regime is that social rights are tied not to participation in the labor market, but to 
the concept of �social citizenship�, rights to welfare that are considered inviolable were 
obtained by non-employed immigrants as well. 
 
From the mid 1970s overcoming existing economic gaps along ethnic lines has been 
officially on the agenda of the Social-democratic government (Södergran 2000: 7). Three 
objectives that were proclaimed basic principles of the Swedish immigration policy were 
formulated in 1975: equality between immigrants and Swedes, freedom of cultural choice for 
immigrants, and, finally, cooperation and solidarity between the native Swedish population 
and ethnic minorities (Soysal 1994: 47). According to Schierup, Sweden is the only 
European country where the idea of multiculturalism developed into what may be called 
�state-sanctioned political ideology� (1995: 11). Ideas of multicultural society have been 
fairly coherently integrated into overall concept of the society based on the values of social-
democratic values of the welfare state politics. Sweden became famous throughout Europe 
for its consistent rejection of a �guest workers� strategy for labor import and ambitions to 
create social equality among ethnic groups residing in the country.  
 
To reach these objectives, immigrants and ethnic minorities had to be provided with 
resources with which they could exercise political influence. The Swedish government meant 
to accomplish this task by introducing in 1975 the system of state subsidies to various 
immigrants� organizations whose role was seen in mediating between Swedish and 
immigrants� associations, as well as in encouraging individuals of foreign origin to retain 
culture of their home country (Södergran 2000: 11). Besides, numerous institutions were 
created with the aim of facilitating immigrants� integration into Swedish society (Berruti et 
al. 2002 :188). In order to provide immigrants with the �freedom of cultural choice�, Swedish 
state sponsored their education both of native and Swedish languages. It is also worth noting, 
that in 1976 Sweden became the first European country to give immigrant populations the 
right to vote in municipal, county and church council elections. This right was obtained by 
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immigrants registered as residents of a municipality for three years before the elections 
(Ibid). 
 
In general, Swedish immigration policies under the 1970s can be characterized as very liberal 
both in the sense of generous acceptance of refugees and various domestic measures aiming 
at smoother social inclusion of the newcomers into Swedish society, as well as achieving 
greater economic and social equality between different ethnic minorities and the majority of 
the population. Sverker Björk, who analyzed the dynamics of the Swedish public debate on 
immigration under the last three decades, concludes that during the 1970s Swedish 
immigration policy was perceived as based on feelings of international solidarity, openness 
and sincere wish to help (1997: 20). There existed a strong believe in Sweden that national 
refugee policy was probably the most generous in the world (ibid). Public attitudes towards 
immigrants seemed fairly friendly, which constitutes a visible contrast to the later period of 
the 1980s-1990s when immigration as a phenomenon began to be predominately associated 
with problems or negative effects for Sweden (ibid 21). Another specific feature of the 
Swedish immigration policies of that period is that they seemed to have been formed without 
a broad debate, which was most probably caused by Swedish political culture of compromise 
(Södergran 2000: 7). As a result, beyond the official rhetoric of multiculturalism there 
appeared to be little actual knowledge about what is meant under concepts of multiethnic 
society, integration, segregation, racism etc. 
 
The mid 1980s signified a continuous change in policies and attitudes towards immigration. 
Due to the Iran-Iraq war, the Kurdish struggle for independence, the civil war in Lebanon 
and Yugoslavia, public disturbances in Somalia, Eritrea and Kenya, numbers of refugees 
applying for asylum in Sweden increased dramatically (Vollmer 2002: 11). This was 
accompanied by economic crises experienced by Sweden during the 1980s and 1990s. 
Against this background, Swedish government initiated more restrictive policies on asylum 
and family unification processes (Södergran 1997: 58). Figure 4 in the Appendix shows 
numbers and nationalities of refugees that applied and received asylum in Sweden during 
1997-2000.  
 
Meanwhile, system of administrative bodies dealing with accepting refugees and other 
immigrants underwent some reforms in order to adapt better to the changing conditions. The 
sharpest problems in accepting of refugees had become shortage of accommodation for 
newcomers and extremely long time for processing applications for asylum. In its efforts to 
provide accommodation for more immigrants, Migration Board introduced national refugees� 
resettlement program, the so called �Strategy for all Sweden� (�Hela Sverige Strategin�), that 
encouraged every municipality to stand by and accept a certain part of refugees arriving to 
Sweden (ibid). High level of unemployment among refugees that were granted permission to 
stay in Sweden discouraged optimists who believed in refugees� abilities to be integrated into 
the Swedish labor market soon upon their arrival to the country. The reality proved more 
difficult, as the great part of refugees was poorly educated, those who possessed higher 
qualifications refused to take industrial routine jobs, re-qualification programs were poorly 
organized and did not significantly contribute to solving the problem (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 
33). Public discourse on immigration became more problem-oriented and shifted towards 
discussion of difficulties of getting refugees into jobs, �costs of refugee polices� and �misuse 
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of money of Swedish tax-payers�, criminality of immigrants youth and limits of toleration of 
culturally deviated behavior of immigrants (ibid). Discussions on Swedish identity, 
xenophobia and racism began to appear more frequently in mass-media (Björk 1997: 21). 
 
In 1987, the local authorities of the municipality Sjöbo in southern Sweden refused to 
participate in the refugees resettlement program, which became a nation-wide issue during 
the general election of 1988 (Vollmer 2002: 12). At a local referendum about 65 percent 
voted against the admission of refugees, which was probably the first official demonstration 
of a considerable dissatisfaction with Swedish immigration policy that had not been 
represented so far within the agendas of the major political parties. A negative attitude 
against the current immigration and refugee policies was picked up three years later to the 
program of a new populist party called �New Democracy� that gained 8 percent of the 
national vote (Ibid). As a reaction to the changing public opinion, major political parties had 
to agree on stricter strategies of immigration control. New lines of Swedish asylum policy 
were then determined in 1989 by the Aliens Act (Utlänningslagen, 1989) and the Aliens 
Ordinance (Ütlänningsförordningen, 1989) (ibid). 
 
Two reports produced in 1995 by governmental commissions� �Mass Flight of Asylum and 
Relief Seekers to Sweden� and �Sweden in Europe and in the World� - pointed towards 
growing �securitization� of official Swedish discourse on immigration (Abiri 2000). The 
reports argued that overflows of refugees into Sweden pose threats to the national security 
leading to non-sustainable exploitation of resources, increased level of crime, unemployment, 
social tensions and as a consequence threaten the foundations of democracy (Ibid). 
According to Abiri, in such a way, the reports limited traditional linkages between refugees 
and concepts of international law and human rights protection, and framed them instead in 
terms of the national security endangered (2000). Apart from being rooted in the Swedish 
domestic situation, �securitization� of refugee policy was attuned to the overall policy of the 
EU (ibid 110). 

At the same time adherence to humanitarian principles is still understood as an important part 
of Swedish official political discourse and Sweden tries to preserve its image as one of the 
international promoters of human rights based policy-making, also in its EU-cooperation 
within the areas of asylum and immigration.  

The European Union's goal for co-operation in judicial and domestic issues is to develop a 
region of freedom, security and justice. With the introduction of the Amsterdam Treaty in 
1999 asylum and migration policy issues were included in the common rights and the 
Schengen regulatory framework was taken into force (Government of Sweden). 
Establishment of the European common system of asylum was foreseen by the conclusions 
of the European Council in Tampere in 1999. The system is based on a comprehensive 
interpretation of the 1951 Geneva Convention's judicial rights for refugees (ibid). Sweden 
actively promotes the inclusion of other forms of protection besides refugee status according 
to the Geneva Convention in all judicial instruments, the so called alternative forms of 
protection. The Swedish Alien Act adopted 1997, encompasses three categories of 
individuals not covered by the Geneva Convention definition, who in principle have a right 
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to receive protection in Sweden8 (Ibid). Through a Swedish initiative, the Council of the 
European Union is examining the possibilities for expanding the area of application (Ibid). 

 
5.3. IMMIGRANTS� SITUATION IN SWEDEN. PROBLEMS OF INTEGRATION 

As was outlined in the previous section, main principles proclaimed by Sweden as basic for 
its immigration policies back in the 1970s were the following: equality between immigrants 
and Swedes, freedom of cultural choice for immigrants, and cooperation and solidarity 
between the native Swedish population and ethnic minorities. In order to facilitate 
incorporation of immigrants into Swedish society on these principles, a wide network of 
associations of immigrants and for immigrants has been created and considerable public 
funds have been set aside for their activities (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 116). According to some 
estimations, Sweden has probably the largest proportion of organized immigrants in Europe 
(Ibid).  

The extent to which immigrants� organizations are structured and monitored �from above� in 
Sweden is quite unique (Ibid 117). Several authors explain this phenomenon with the 
specificity of Swedish society, which is characterized by beliefs in effectiveness of social 
engineering and administrative programming based on scientific rationality (for example, 
Morris, 1983; Hirdman 1989; Schierup, Ålund 1991, Södergrann 2000). Within the realm of 
immigration and integration policies this resulted in maintenance of massive bureaucracy to 
construct and control an �organized multicultural society� (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 71), �to 
give multiculturalism a consistent and predictable form� (ibid 117) in attempts to control 
what appears to be uncontrollable. It is recognized that Sweden has probably made greater 
effort than any other European country to achieve a higher level of political, economic, and 
cultural inclusion of its immigrants into the society. The results, however, have been widely 
criticized as in practice they do not seem to have met the aims of creating society of equality, 
cooperation and genuine solidarity between immigrants and the native population.  

The system of state subsidies for various immigrants� associations was introduced in order to 
provide ethnic minorities with the resources to create their own political agenda and gain 
political influence to pursue their legitimate interests. In most cases these organizations failed 
to increase political influence of immigrants� groups as they were from the very beginning 
put in the financial dependence from the same power that dominated Swedish political arena 
at the moment (Södergran 2000: 11). Although much has been done for political equality in 
Sweden (for example, as was mentioned above, non-citizens enjoy the right to vote in 
municipal, county and church council elections if they have been registered in the 

                                                
8 Such persons are those who have left their country for reasons other than such that confer refugee status and 
who: 
- have a well-founded fear of being sentenced to death or corporal punishment or of being subject to torture or 
other inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 
- due to an external or internal armed conflict need protection or on account of an environmental disaster are 
unable to return to their country of origin, or 
- because of his/her sex or sexual preference have a well-founded fear of persecution. (Government of Sweden, 
Report on Migration, 2002) 
- refuse to take part in military actions (SvD 1993-07-16) 
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municipality for 3 years before the elections), in practice, however, individuals with foreign 
background are rather passive in their voting behavior and are extremely underrepresented in 
the Swedish Parliament (Sydsvenska Dagbladet 2002-02-17). Immigrants� organizations, 
besides, have little political influence (Schierup, Ålund 1991). This can be explained by the 
fact that institutional network of immigrants� associations was constructed and controlled 
�from above�, and not through formulation of political claims in the process of active 
interaction between ethnic minorities and native population.  

Another urgent problem is immigrants� position on the Swedish labor market. Under the 
period 1998-2001 percentage of the unemployed among non-Nordic nationals residing in 
Sweden was approximately four times higher than the national unemployment ratio (see 
Figure 5 in the Appendix).  

Factors behind the exclusion of immigrants from the labor market include changes within 
working life and requirements made upon employees that increase difficulties for jobseekers 
without suitable educational and language skills, and discrimination against applicants with 
the foreign background (Vollmer 2002: ). Although measures against discrimination within 
working life have been taken since 1999, discrimination practiced by private and state sector 
employers against applicants of non-Swedish origin is a fairly usual phenomenon, which is 
nowadays openly discussed in the mass media. According to some surveys, up to 70% of 
employers do not know what anti-discrimination legislation prescribes and, moreover, 
elected persons within the trade unions are not quite aware of how to deal with ethnic 
discrimination (Metro 2001-10-13). Difficulties that representatives of ethnic minorities face 
when searching for jobs result in increased segregation within the society, when some ethnic 
groups find themselves inferiorly positioned regarding their labor market positions, wages, 
housing conditions, unemployment and, finally, representation in various institutions.  

Yasemin Soysal, who studied incorporation regimes set up for migrant populations by 
various host societies, writes that in Sweden immigrants are defined by their collective 
identities and positioned vis-à-vis the state similarly to other corporate societal groups (1994: 
46). According to Soysal, Sweden, that used to be one of the most �ethnically homogenous� 
societies in Europe, tends to ascribe some �natural� character to social grouping of 
individuals according to their ethnic belonging (Ibid). The negative consequence of this is 
that official discourse deprives immigrants of any other identities that they might have, such 
as based on age, sex, education, profession, personal experience etc, focusing instead on their 
country of origin/nationality, or, on a more neutral concept of �culture�. This led to that 
public discourse on ethnic relations in Sweden has acquired a predominantly culturalist 
perspective with a special emphasize on cultural differences (Schierup 1995: 15).  

A critique has also appeared pointing out that in Sweden, behind the official rhetoric of 
multicultural society, a discourse on a given natural order of cultural separateness has 
developed. This discourse is based on simplified polarizations and rationalizes inequalities 
and injustices on the labor market, in the education system, within other areas of social life, 
and on the political arena in terms of cultural differences. Both later generations of 
immigrant youths and the newly arrived refugees have �cultural handicaps� which are used to 
explain their integration problems (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 86-96). 
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While an antidiscrimination ideology in Sweden has been institutionalized as part of general 
corporate consensus policies and public morality, culturalist discourse has become 
discriminatory in its essence for those representing �foreign culture�. For example, a debate 
in the major morning newspaper �Dagens Nyheter� included an opinion that it is not amoral 
for an employer to judge whether a potential employee comes from a country or culture 
whose customs are so extremely different that a harmonious adaptation would be difficult or 
impossible (ibid 115). 

Several authors root difficulties experienced by Sweden in its efforts of integrating the 
newcomers in the extremely homogenous character of Swedish society throughout all history 
of the country and until the late twentieth century. Despite very liberal immigration, 
naturalization and membership policies, in many ways even more liberal than the policies of 
Canada and the United States, Sweden simultaneously maintained a relatively strong cultural 
community that is not easy to enter for those not �imagined� as Swedes (Coleman, Harding 
1995: 49-50). The desired and officially proclaimed multiculturalism resulted into a reality of 
alienation of minority groups and �pseudo-pluralism�, when foreign cultures appear as 
causing problems and hindering partnership between ethnic minorities and the native 
population (Schierup, Ålund 1991: 69, 75). According to some researchers, patronizing way 
of dealing with newcomers as culturally and socially handicapped individuals in constant 
need for help to become adapted to realities of the host societies, while, probably, caused by 
good intentions, has failed to stimulate social activity of immigrants, which results in that 
many found themselves in dependence on social welfare for decades (Schierup 1993, 
Södergran 2000).   
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6. ANALYSIS OF THE SWEDISH MASS MEDIAL DISCOURSE ON 
IMMIGRATION 

As was described in section 3.4, empirical data to analyze for the purposes of this study 
consist of articles devoted to the issues of immigration and published in two major Swedish 
daily newspapers: Dagens Nyheter (DN) and Svenska Dagbladet (SvD). This chapter 
presents collected newspaper articles and their theoretically informed analysis. Using concept 
as a unit of analysis, most common arguments/patterns of the mass media debate on 
immigration will be identified and thereafter concepts and theories influencing the presented 
argumentation will be crystallized. By correlating discovered concepts of argumentation to 
the concepts constituting the theoretical framework, the chapter will approach the main 
research questions of the present thesis: how immigration is conceptualized in the Swedish 
mass media according to different theoretical models? 

As one of the objectives of this thesis is to explore the dynamics of media discourse on 
immigration over time, it was chosen to analyze the relevant texts appeared in the two 
newspapers during the year 1993, and compare them to the texts published 9 years later, in 
2002. This aims at discovering major changes in issues addressed when immigration is 
discussed, and shifts in patterns of immigration-related argumentation over time.  

Each of the four groups of articles constituting the database of empirical material (SvD 1993, 
DN 1993, SvD 2002, DN 2002) provides the reader with a somewhat different picture as to 
which concepts and approaches to immigration tend to dominate the debate, even though all 
four groups contain common themes as well. With this picture in mind, it seems most 
sensible to start with analyzing each group of articles separately, to compare them 
afterwards, and, finally, draw conclusions on the basis of this comparison. 

6.1. DEBATE ON IMMIGRATION AND SWEDISH IMMIGRATION POLICIES IN 
SVENSKA DAGBLADET, SUMMER 1993 

This part of the empirical evidence represents a series consisting of 16 articles published on 
the debate page of Svenska Dagbladet during three months of 1993. The main theme of the 
debate is a dispute between supporters of more restrictive immigration policies who are 
actively criticizing the Swedish government for too liberal immigration and refugee policies; 
and those favoring admissionist attitude to immigration and supporting the visions and 
actions of the Government in this area. Quantitatively the debate is dominated by the former 
party represented by 10 articles out of 16.  

The main criticisms formulated by the �anti-immigration party� of the debate concern 
unrealistic policies of the Swedish government that it pursues by accepting larger numbers of 
refugees and other groups of immigrants than the country can possibly integrate 
economically, socially and culturally; as well as the absence of clear statistical data regarding 
costs of Swedish refugee and immigration policies. The �anti-immigration party� emphasizes 
that existing policies have resulted in strong feelings of discontent and anxiety among the 
population, which, according to one of the authors, allows speaking about the crises of 
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democracy in Sweden (SvD 1993-07-02). The �pro-immigration� party seems to be less 
united and coordinated in their reasoning. 

According to Sverker Björk, this debate in a very illustrative manner demonstrates the 
patterns of the discussion on immigration and refugees issues that developed in Sweden 
during the 1990s (1997: 30). Additionally, the contributors to the debate are in most cases 
presented by researches, through which the debate acquires a certain academic shape. These 
factors make detailed analysis of this particular debate necessary for achieving the aims of 
the present study. As the whole series consists of a relatively small number of articles, it 
seems possible to address the debate in a more detailed way than other parts of the collected 
empirical material. Let us now analyze arguments employed by the debaters with the help of 
the theoretical framework presented earlier in the paper. 

6.1.1. ARGUMENTATION IN THE TERMS OF REALISM.  

Arguments against immigration along the lines of realist reasoning (see section 4.3) were 
discovered in the half of the articles expressing negative attitudes towards immigration. 
Among those, the belief in inevitable instability of multicultural societies, emerging in the 
immigrant-receiving countries, is one of the most frequently repeated. Here are some 
illustrative quotations: 

�To find an example of a well-functioning multiethnic society is, however, difficult.�9 
(Björkman: SvD 1993-05-19) 

�It was politically naïve to believe that good intentions can prevent unavoidable tensions and 
conflicts lying in the project of multicultural society.�10 (Diaz: SvD 1993-07-20) 

and, probably, the most extreme: 

�<�> because we know that people in other multicultural societies do nothing but kill each 
other.�11 (Wachtmeister: SvD 1993-08-13) 

The belief in the potential instability of multiethnic society is complemented with the 
elements of �West-against-the Rest� discourse with its vision of Islam as a fundamentalist 
religion: 

�How can a religion, and culture, that are not a matter of a private choice, but instead 
militant, fundamentalist, and in the worst case terrorist, go together with the secularized 
Western democracy?� 12 (Dallmann: SvD 1993-06-33) 

                                                
9 �Att hitta exempel på väl fungerande mångetniska samhällen är dock svårt� 
10 �Det var politiskt blåögt att tro att man genom goda avsikter kunde hindra oundvikliga spänningar och 
konflikter som ligger i ett multikulturellt samhällsprojekt� 
11 �<�> allrahelst som vi vet att man i andra multikulturella samhällen som bäst håller på att slå ihjäll varandra� 
12 �Hur går en religion, och kultur, som inte är privatsak utan militant, fundamentalistisk, i värsta fall 
terroristisk, ihop med det sekulariserade västerlandets demokrati?� 
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Several authors argue that too liberal immigration policies pursued by Sweden will in a long 
term result in such serious negative consequences, that it is possible to speak about the 
Government undermining national interests of Sweden. Anders Fogelklou writes that 
although after the World War II the concept of superiority of national interests has been 
widely criticized, it is time to revive the forgotten paradigm of Realpolitik. International 
conventions, based on recognition of universal human rights, are systematically violated in 
the absence of any supreme authority to control their observance. The author concludes in 
favor of restrictive immigration policy arguing that since the world order is characterized by 
anarchy, it is inappropriate and dangerous to formulate foreign policy according to the 
considerations of morality (SvD 1993-07-28).  

Ian Wachtmeister criticizes the Government along the similar lines, claiming that �importing 
war and criminality� politicians ceased maintaining Swedish state interests neglecting thus 
the crucial task entrusted to them by the nation (SvD 1993-08-13).  

6.1.2. COMMUNITARIANISM VERSUS UNIVERSALISM 

As was described in the sections 4.2 and 4.3 realism shares the belief in absolute priority of 
national interests with liberal communitarianism, the approach based on the idea that the 
interests of existing communities and their members must be secured in the first place and 
over all other interests. Major goal of a government, according to this approach, is preserving 
a distinct way of life developed by a community, which can be achieved only through 
maintaining a certain closure of the community�s borders. Communal interests overweigh 
principles of universal humanity and justice. 

�Communitarian� patterns of argumentation can be traced back in several articles of the 
debate. Ingrid Björkman considers that in a �micro-perspective� life-stories of refugees are 
touching, but in a �macro-perspective� immigration policies should be formulated in 
accordance to the consequences that immigration might have for the receiving society. 
Speaking about possible consequences, Björkman draws a threatening picture of Sweden 
being overwhelmed by mass migrants from alien cultures (she specifically focuses on 
immigration from non-European countries), which would result in that Swedes could find 
themselves as a minority in their own country and lose the right to decide over how Swedish 
society should look like (SvD 1993-05-19). The opinion that generous acceptance of the 
newcomers will have dramatically destructive effects for the society is shared by 
Wachtmeister, who reveals some sort of conspiracy theory thinking: 

�Who decided that we should give up everything we together had built up in Sweden? And 
when was this decision made?�13 (SvD 1993-08-13) 

In reply, few adherents of the �human� approach to immigration argue that what the �anti-
immigration party� calls �naïve universalism� (Fogelklou: SvD 1993-07-28) is a part of the 
Swedish political culture based on humanistic and Christian values. It is pointed out, that 

                                                

13 �Vem har bestämt att vi skulle skänka bort det vi gemensamt byggt upp i Sverige? Och när togs det beslutet?� 
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guarantee of protection to individuals in need is an essential part of the Swedish tradition of 
international politics; and the strength and significance of this tradition arising from the 
national values of morality, should not be underestimated (Winai Ström, Hedman: SvD 
1993-05-29). 

6.1.3. IMMIGRATION AS A CHALLENGE TO THE NATIONAL UNITY. CULTURAL 
DETERMINISM VERSUS DYNAMIC IDENTITY 

As was described above, emerging of a multicultural society as an unavoidable consequence 
of immigration does not appear desirable to many participants of the debate. In her 
assumptions about the danger of ethnic plurality, Björkman expresses apprehension that 
immigration will change Sweden drastically in the cultural sense (SvD 1993-05-19). She 
considers that smooth integration of immigrants from remote parts of the world into Swedish 
society is highly problematic, if not impossible, due to the extensive cultural differences 
between Swedes and the newcomers.  

David Schwarz argues that with large groups of population not integrated into the national 
community, Sweden risks turning into a segregated society. He conceptualizes immigration 
as a phenomenon splitting Swedish national fellowship: 

�The question is no longer if Sweden should become a multicultural society <�>, but rather 
why immigrants almost never lift the Swedish flag on national holidays and what should be 
done to prevent growing ghettoisation of city areas <�> The fact is that immigrant 
population, to a considerable extent, stands outside the national fellowship: culturally, 
politically, in relation to mass media etc.�14 (SvD 1993-08-05) 

 
The author suggests that worrying processes of this kind might be to some extent 
counteracted by introducing a requirement that immigrants, at least those who apply for 
Swedish citizenship, should demonstrate a certain �cultural minimum�: skills in Swedish 
language and acquaintance with Swedish democracy. In such a way, Schwarz repeats the 
idea laid out by Yael Tamir in Liberal Naitonalism that was addressed in the section 4.6.2 of 
this study. As we remember, it is argued that preserving of cultural status-quo in the 
receiving society depends on that immigrants acquire some civil and linguistic competence. 
 
As was outlined in section 4.6.4, �culturalist� approaches to immigration employed by 
theorists of liberal communitarianism and liberal nationalism are criticized for their 
determinist conceptualization of culture as some fixed phenomenon and vision of national 
identity as a set of concrete qualities inherent to all members of the nation. The criticism 
includes the remark that any specific society is not conflict-free, and any national culture is 
crossed by diverse and often contradictory currents. Additionally, national identity is not 

                                                
14 �Frågan är inte längre om Sverige borde bli ett mångkulturellt samhälle <�>, utan snarare varför invandrare 
nästan aldrig hissar svenska flaggan på nationaldagen och vad som bör göras för att hejda en förstärkt 
gettoisering av statsdelar <�> Faktum är att invandrarbefolkningen, i stor utsträckning fortfarande star utanför 
den nationella gemenskapen: kulturellt, politiskt, mass-medialt osv� 
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something rigid, fixed, not subject to any changes or dynamic development, as is implied by 
the �culturalist� discourses.  
 
A similar dispute is developed on the pages of the Svenska Dagbladet. Winai Ström and 
Herman remark that cultural belonging is not the sole factor of social division. Replying to 
Björkman�s thesis that a conflict-free multicultural society is a utopia, they notice that no 
national community is or should be completely free from conflicts or contradictions (SvD 
1993-05-29).  
 
Although not being a proponent of a multicultural society himself, Thomas Gür negates 
Björkman�s idea about destabilizing implications of immigration on cultural community 
(SvD 1993-05-19) as based on the false assumption that <ethnic> cultures are stable and tend 
to reproduce themselves, even in a different cultural environment: 
 
�Individual ethnic and cultural identities are not static, given once and forever; they are 
changing depending on people�s relation to their environment.�15 (SvD 1993-06-05) 

6.1.4. ECONOMIC COSTS OF IMMIGRATION 

Overwhelming majority of authors contributed into the analyzed debate express concerns 
about economic losses that Sweden has to bear in the connection to the increased 
immigration. Even those who do not doubt that accepting refugees is a moral duty of the 
developed countries, tend to agree that humanity of the Swedish immigration policies has 
become too expensive. The �anti-immigration� party perceive immigrants that have arrived to 
Sweden during the 1980s-1990s (often in contrast to earlier labor migrants from the Nordic 
and other European countries) as potential receivers of welfare benefits imposing burden 
onto Swedish tax-payers, and not as potential tax-payers (SvD 1993-05-19, 06-11, 07-02, 07-
28).  

Björkman, for example, considers that even though most of the arriving immigrants are well-
educated, they are predestined to unemployment in Sweden, which is a natural consequence 
of the newcomers� poor knowledge of Swedish language, low social competence, foreign 
educations that do not improve significantly one�s chance to obtain a job in Sweden 16 (SvD 
1993-05-19, 06-11).  

Göran Englund, in turn, writes that Swedish natural resources are limited; consequently, 
disproportional growth of the population through immigration in the long term contradicts 
principles of sustainable development. It hardly profitable, he argues, to share natural 
resources among more inhabitants17. He concludes: 

                                                
15 �Men människor etniska och kulturella identiteter är ju inte statiska, en gång för alla givna, utan ändras i 
människors förhållande till omgivningen� 
16 �Trots att majoriteten av invandrarna är välutbildade, är de i allmänhet predestinerade till arbetslöshet i 
dagens Sverige� (1993-05-19). 
�Det är en naturlig följd av att deras kunskaper i svenska ofta är otillräckliga, deras svenska kulturella 
komptetens låg och att främmande utbildningar inte självklart passar i det svenska samhället� (1993-06-11). 
17 �Är det en vinst att dela vattenkraft och andra naturtillgångar på flera invånare?� 
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�We can not gamble at the costs of the coming generations <by admitting a lot of 
immigrants>.�18 (SvD 1993-08-05) 

The opponents, meanwhile, present somewhat less convincing and less clearly articulated 
arguments of various nature, pointing out, for example, that Sweden, being scarcely 
populated, should increased its population (SvD 1993-07-09). Björnemalm and Göransson 
are optimistic about long-term effects of current immigration referring to the positive 
experiences of the past: 

�Immigration has brought us economic benefits and cultural delight. <> We are going to win 
from it economically and culturally also in the future.�19 (SvD 1993-07-09) 

6.2. DEBATE ON IMMIGRATION IN DAGENS NYHETER, 1993 
 
To make the picture of the mass media discourse on immigration in 1993 more complete, 27 
articles dealing with immigration and published in Dagens Nyheter during 1993 are analyzed 
in this section.  
 
6.2.1. MAIN THEMES OF THE DEBATE 
 
Significant number of the scrutinized articles describes reaction of the population to the 
acceptance of large numbers of refugees by Sweden in terms of anxiety, insecurity in front of 
the future, uncertainty, confusion. These feelings seem to determine the general atmosphere 
in which the debate on immigration occurred in 1993, as reflected by DN. Content analysis 
shows that the word anxiety20 (and the words of the same root) appear in 27 studied articles 
in contextual connection to the word immigration 24 times. 
   
Several reasons of the social anxiety caused by immigration as reflected in the studied DN 
articles can be named. Continuing arrival of new people into the country in the time of 
extremely unfavorable economic situation and high unemployment is one of the most 
common themes running throughout the whole debate. Additionally, it is pointed out that the 
population does not receive sufficient information about Swedish immigration policies and 
their possible consequences, which strengthens feelings of insecurity among the population. 
The Government is reproached for not providing clear statistical data regarding costs of 
Swedish refugee policies. It is pointed out, moreover, that there occurs no open and 
democratic debate in Sweden on immigration issues, partly due to the fact that many are 
afraid of being called racists for not wholly supporting acceptance of refugees (for example, 
DN 1993-09-24, 09-26, 10-17, 11-25, 11-19).  
 
It is argued that an absence of sufficient transparency in immigration issues provides room 
for various speculations from the side of mass media and populist political movements, 
which surely does not create prerequisites for emerging of a constructive public debate. 
                                                
18 �Man kan inte spela hazard på kommande generationers bekostnad�. 
19 �Vi har haft stor ekonomisk nytta och kulturell glädje av invandringen. <�> Vi kommer även i fortsättningen 
att �tjäna� på detta, ekonomistk och kulturellt.� 
20 Oro in Swedish 
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Several articles criticize certain mass media for their partial reports on the issues connected 
to immigrants or immigration, for publishing unproved facts and inaccurate statistical data 
(for example, on costs of immigration policies) in order to create a sensation or media 
scandal. This is considered unprofessional and socially irresponsible (DN 1993-03-19, 09-19, 
11-25).  
 
According to the poll results cited in an DN article from 1993-08-12, 63% respondents 
agreed that immigration has had more negative consequences for Sweden, than positive, 
while at the same time 53% answered that they had mostly positive personal experiences 
connected to immigrants, and only 16% had mostly negative experiences. As the author 
explains, the social anxiety is probably caused not by immigrants, but by feelings of 
uncertainty about immigration�s long-term impacts on the society already in social and 
economic crises. This might be considered an illustration to the �scapegoating effect� 
discussed in the section 4.5.2: it is meant that it might be understandable that certain groups 
of the population, feeling threatened by unfavorable socio-economic developments, to give a 
face to uncertainty by blaming immigration. 

A relatively large number of articles is devoted to the issues of racism, nationalism, hostility 
to foreigners; and discuss difference between them (DN 1993-08-12, 11-25, 11-25). It 
appears that an open discussion on these issues is a rather new phenomenon for Swedish 
society, and the whole debate addresses existing uncertainty and confusion among the 
population concerning these sensitive issues. It is worth noting that absolute intolerance to 
any form of racism is clearly expressed in all articles touching upon these themes. 
 
6.2.2. END OF THE IMAGINED COMMUNITY. ETHNIC NATION VERSUS CIVIL 
NATION. 
 
Many of the articles from the studied period reflect on the concept of identity and national 
belonging. The question if people born outside Sweden can become Swedish �in civil terms�, 
in the sense of belonging to Swedish society, is pondered upon. Some authors remark that 
Sweden has been an ethnically very homogenous community through all its history, by which 
difficulties connected to immigrants� integration into the society, or, rather, acceptance by 
the society, can be explained (DN 1993-06-25).  
 
The specificity of European historical development with different ethnic groups anchored to 
certain geographical areas is contrasted to the emerging of �melting pot�-societies in North 
America as an explanation for different perceptions of immigration in the Old and New 
Worlds (DN 1993-10-24). It is emphasized that emotional commitment to national cultural 
heritage is very strong in Europe, which is one of the reasons for psychological resistance to 
changes brought about by immigration among the populations (Ibid). This is why transition 
from �ethnic� to �civil� nation, that growing immigration will make more or less inevitable, is 
perceived as an emotionally hard process for Swedes: 
 
�Sweden stays today before a hard task: transformation from an ethnic to a civil nation, a 
nation that is no longer cemented by the common historic heritage and shared ethnicity, but 
instead by the civil contract and common future. <�> Necessary grief work has been 
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practically tabooed <�> and natural anxiety before unknown future has been light-mindedly 
stigmatized�21 (Rojas DN 1993-09-24). 

Apart from the criticism related to the absence of an open debate on immigration within 
Swedish society, which was discussed above, this quotation directs us to the concept of 
�imagined community� discussed in the section 4.6.3 of the thesis. Immigration is understood 
here as a phenomenon that in the long term is predestined to change the character of Swedish 
national identity as based on emotional commitment to national history, language, traditions, 
common everyday practices; and transform it into a neutral loyalty to national civil 
institutions. This process is perceived as psychologically hard for Swedes, for it puts an end 
to their �imagined� national fellowship, as multicultural Sweden will be something absolutely 
different. People are naturally reluctant to give individuals not �imagined� as fellow-
compatriots access to �imagined community�; this is why smooth integration of immigrants 
into the society will not happen automatically.  
 
6.2.3. PRESERVATION OF CULTURE VERSUS FREE MOVEMENT RIGHT 

Another theme of the media debate corresponds to the idea of the liberal communitarianism 
described in the section 4.2: a community can legitimately impose certain restriction on 
membership in order to preserve the distinct way of life elaborated within this community, 
even though this would contradict the liberal principle of free movement. The described 
dilemma appears to be resolved in favor of �communitarian approach� in the studied debate:  

�Cultural motives have survived in the debate pointing to the right of each society to preserve 
its distinctive character. It is due to this right that many countries have successfully resisted 
to that the right to settle where one wants would be used by too many.�22 (DN 1993-10-24)   
 
6.2.4. HUMANITY VERSUS REALITY 
 
Strong adherence to international solidarity has traditionally been an important part of 
Swedish image on the international arena and a basis for the very permissive refugee 
policies. That the commitment to the ideas of international humanism is still valid in Sweden 
is emphasized in a number of the examined articles (DN 1993-07-10, 11-19, 11-25). 
However, it is debatable whether international solidarity can be applicable as the only 
principle for the Swedish refugee policies and whether it is wise to accept a large number of 
refugees into the country characterized by the social and economic crises. Humanity then 
comes into conflict with the reality of economic insecurities, diminishing resources, high 
unemployment, problematic integration of immigrants that already live in the country: 

                                                
21 �Sverige står i dag inför den svåra uppgiften att övergå från etnisk nation till en medborgerlig nation, en 
nation som inte längre hålls ihop av ett gemensamt historiskt arv och en delad etnicitet utan av ett medborgerligt 
kontrakt och en gemensam framtid. <�> Ett nödvändigt sorgearbete har i praktiken tabubelagts och förts bort 
från det offentliga samtalet. En naturlig oro inför en oviss framtid har lättsinnigt stigmatiserats utan att några 
klara besked om det nya, mångkulturella Sverige lämnats.� 
22 �De kulturella motiven har däremot överlevt i debatten som en rätt för varje samhälle att behålla sin särart. 
Det är en rättighet som medfört att många länder framgångsrikt motstår ett massutnyttjande av rätten att bosätta 
sig var man vill.�  
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�Not seldom reality comes into conflict with the good will. <�> We support that Sweden 
should accept war victims, but we are worried about how it will go.�23 (DN 1993-11-25) 

�If humanity and Samaritan instinct tells us that we should admit all war victims from Bosnia 
� should we then open our borders, even though our acceptance <of refugees> is not a perfect 
success now, and will not be in the long-term perspective?�24 (DN 1993-11-25) 

Contrastingly, the then Swedish minister of culture, Birgit Friggebo, rehabilitates humanism 
and considerations of morality as important factors for formulating of refugee policies as 
counterposed to economic calculations of wins and losses:  

�It is probably not always possible to motivate solidarity, humanism and compassion with a 
strict analysis of costs and incomes. However, this does not at all diminish the importance of 
these essential values for refugee- and development policies.�25 (DN 1993-11-19) 

Moreover, she argues, a vision of immigrants as a burden on the shoulders of Swedish tax-
payers is inadequate. Statistical data show that immigrants do not only receive social 
benefits, but also generate income for the state budget.  

6.3. DEBATE ON IMMIGRATION IN DAGENS NYHETER AND SVENSKA 
DAGBLADET, 2002 
 
133 articles touching upon the issue of immigration were found in the archives of DN and 
SvD from the year 2002. Elections to the Swedish Parliament were held in September of that 
year, and, as immigration was made one of the central themes of the electoral debate, the 
issue was receiving a lot of media attention during the whole year. Another reason for media 
interest to immigration themes was the developments in some of the EU countries (Denmark, 
France, the Netherlands, Austria) where in 2002 considerable popularity was gained by 
xenophobic political forces.  
 
6.3.1. IMMIGRATION AS A CONSEQUENCE OF GLOBALIZATION 
 
Although Swedish refugee policies and other issues connected to refugees and asylum-
seekers were still debated in 2002, it seems that after a decade the main accent of the media 
debate had shifted towards more broad understanding of immigration as a consequence of 
globalization and of a realization of individual right to free movement. Presentation of the 
national program for immigration policies by the then Minister for Development 
Cooperation, Migration and Asylum Policy Jan O. Karlsson seems illustrative in this sense:  
 

                                                
23 �Inte sällen kommer verklighet och vilja i konflikt. <�> Vi ser gärna att krigsoffer får komma till Sverige, 
men är bekymrade för hur det ska gå till.� 
24 �Om mänsklighet och samaritinstinkt säger oss att vi ska emot alla krigsoffer från Bosnien - ska vi då öppna 
våra gränser även om vi egentligen inte klarar av ett fullgott mottagande, varken nu eller på längre sikt?�  
25 �Solidaritet, humanism och medmänsklighet kanske inte alltid går att motivera utifrån en strikt kostnads- och 
intäktsanalys. Icke desto mindre är dessa värden väsentliga utgångspunkter både för flyktingpolitiken och för 
biståndspolitiken.� 
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�Immigration is more than refugee policies. Globalization means not only increasingly 
converging economies, rapid moving of capital and technical development, but also growing 
mobility of people over the borders.�26 (DN 2002-01-27)  
 
Although arguing in favor of greater openness of Sweden for immigrants, which would 
create new opportunities in the country, the Minister also warns against the problems that 
non-regulated international migration can convey. He remarks that apart from economic 
complications, unreasonable openness can cause feelings of anxiety in the society. This 
observation, as well as understanding goals of the immigration policy as finding an optimal 
balance in the �degree of openness� for maximizing wins and minimizing risks for the society 
corresponds with the concept of immigration as a part of the phenomenon of globalization 
discussed in the section 4.5.2. 
 
It is remarkable, that the number of authors that connect greater openness of Sweden for 
immigrants to positive effects for the country in terms of new opportunities, dynamism, 
progress   (DN 2002-08-11, 08-28, 08-30, 08-31, SvD 2002-04-13, 04-27, 06-30, 07-09, 07-
15, 08-04, 09-11) is considerably higher than of those who link increasing immigration to 
societal anxiousness, growing right extremism, and other negative consequences of 
globalization (SvD 2002-05-07, 05-25, 08-14). In many articles fear of changes brought 
about by immigration as a part of globalization is associated with provincialism, 
backwardness, �village-thinking�.  
 
�It is better to be a dynamic immigration country than a stagnating emigration country.�27 
(DN 2002-08-11) 
     
6.3.2 DEBATE ON LABOR MIGRATION 
 
One of the central subjects of the election campaign 2002 was the debate on labor migration. 
Electoral programs of the Moderate Party (Moderata samlingpartiet) and the Liberal party 
(Folkpartiet liberalerna) included proposals on elaborating legal framework for regulated 
labor immigration into Sweden. Social democrats, the ruling party, were naturally opposed to 
the suggested reforms due to the traditional cooperation of this party with the Swedish Trade 
Union Confederation (Landsorganisationen, LO). The broad debate on whether Sweden 
needs to import workforce developed in the mass media. Let us turn to the analysis of the 
commonly used arguments and the concepts lying behind them. 
 

• Individual right to free movement in the search for better life 
 
In the course of the debate many authors questioned the existing practice when people from 
outside the EU can (legally) immigrate to Sweden only as refugees. In contrast to the opinion 
dominated in the media discussion in 1993 (see section 6.1 and 6.2), labor migrants coming 
to Sweden in the hope for better life are in 2002 generally not regarded as potential misusers 
of the asylum right (�economic refugees�) of the Swedish welfare system, but rather as 
                                                
26 �Invandring är mer än flyktingpolitik. Globaliseringen innebär inte bara alltmera sammanflätade konomier, 
snabba kapitalflöden och teknikutveckling utan också att människor rör sig alltmera över gränserna.� 
27 �Bättre att vara ett dynamiskt invandrarland än ett stagnerande utvandrarland.� 
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individuals pursuing a legitimate interest to improve their economic situation. It is argued 
that immigrants do not plan to achieve this aim at the cost of the Swedish tax-payers, but, on 
the contrary, by working legally and generating wins both for themselves and the whole 
Swedish economy (DN 2002-05-02, 05-11, 06-03, 06-18, 08-28, 08-30).  
 
�Should the only way to come to Sweden be coming as a refugee? Is not it sufficiently 
praiseworthy that Haddad28 wants to build a better future for his children, that he wants to 
contribute to Sweden with his skills of a specialist and that Landstinget (County Council, 
Swedish Health Authority) needs his competence?�29 (DN 2002-08-11) 
 

• Demographic reasons 
 
Another way in which Swedish society can benefit from allowing those determined to work 
in Sweden into the country, can be described in demographic terms. The argument put 
forward by many authors is that Sweden, as well as many other EU-countries, is facing the 
problem of ageing population (DN 2002-01-27, 05-02, 05-14, 05-18, 05-23, 06-18, 08-11, 
08-30, SvD 2002-04-05, 05-22, 05-24, 06-30, 07-11, 07-15, 08-08, 09-08). With those born 
in 1940s gradually retiring, fewer and fewer tax-payers will have to support more and more 
people, which eventually can overburden the whole Swedish welfare system. It is argued that 
this problem can be solved by importing labor force from abroad. 
 
�Population in the EU is ageing and diminishing. Here lies the actual threat for the European 
welfare system and European society model. Instead of creating economic pressures on the 
countries from which people seek to come to Europe, European politicians should shape a 
policy of regulated immigration. A policy that would allow people come here and work open 
and legally. �30 (DN 2002-05-23)  
 
�With our ageing population and low level of employment we should be happy about every 
person that wants to come here and contribute to his and our own prosperity.�31 (DN 2002-
08-11) 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
28 The decision of the Swedish Migration Board to exile two doctors possessing much needed competence, 
Iranian Kayvan Shafiei and Syrian Ghassan Haddad, on the ground that they did not have sufficient reasons to 
be granted asylum, received much reaction in the media.  
29 �Men ska det enda sättet att komma till Sverige vara som flykting? Är det inte nog så hedervärt att Haddad 
vill skapa en bättre framtid för sina barn, att han vill bidra till Sverige med sina specialistkunskaper och att 
landstinget behöver hans kompetens?�   
30 �Européerna håller på att bli äldre, mycket äldre, och kommer att bli färre. Häri finns det verkliga hotet mot 
välfärden och den europeiska samhällsmodellen. I stället för att konstruera ekonomiska påtryckningar mot 
länder från vilka människor söker sig till Europa borde Europas politiker forma en ordnad invandringspolitik. 
En politik som låter människor komma hit för att arbeta öppet och lagligt.� 
31 �Med vår åldrande befolkning och låga sysselsättning borde vi glädjas åt varje person som vill komma hit och 
bidra till sitt eget och vårt välstånd.� 
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• Future of the welfare state 
 
According to the opinion expressed above, immigrants can actually contribute to the 
preservation of the European/Swedish welfare state. At the same time, some authors repeat 
the idea discussed in the section 4.5.3 earlier in the thesis: immigration represents a certain 
challenge to the welfare state as it poses a problematic question whether immigrants should 
be entitled to the same social rights as the native citizens. The idea that the maintenance of 
the welfare state is dependent on a certain closure is reproduced in the Swedish media debate 
as well: 
 
�Our European welfare states make it difficult to open up the borders. Thick nets of social 
safety also presuppose, unfortunately, walls around the system <�> Introduction of the labor 
migration will require adequate reforms of the welfare system.�32 (DN 2002-08-11) 
 
The debate on whether and to what degree the migrants� must be encompassed by the welfare 
rights receives moral overtones and occurs along the same lines of the �humanity versus 
reality� dilemma. While it appears impossible to guarantee welfare stability to everyone 
residing in Sweden independently from one�s nationality, introducing the system of guest 
workers deprived of any social security rights is considered immoral, as it would lead to 
emerging of the �second class citizens� (DN 2002-08-11), �low-wage proletariat deprived of 
any rights recruited and fired according to the needs of conjuncture� (DN 2002-12-30). It 
appears that the dilemma evolving between the welfare state and immigration is discussed in 
Sweden rather in terms of the welfare state�s lacking capacity to guarantee sufficient rights to 
migrant workers than in terms of the citizens� legitimate concerns about how immigration 
will affect their own welfare benefits. This constitutes a remarkable conceptual difference in 
the discussion on immigration and welfare discovered in the analyzed articles and as 
addressed by the theoretical section 4.5.3 devoted to these issues.                      
                 

• Criticism of the protectionism as immoral and �unsolidaric�  
 
As was mentioned above, the Social Democratic party and the Swedish Trade Union 
Confederation (Landsorganisationen, LO) opposed the proposal to introduce labor migration 
arguing that workforce import from abroad is irrelevant until unemployment existing in the 
country is not decreased drastically.  
 
The ways in which Trade Unions� opposition to the labor immigration proposal was 
explained received criticism in the mass media; with LO�s actions often being called 
hypocrisy (DN 2002-08-23, 06-03, 08-28, 09-03). It was argued that the real reason of the 
Unions� negative attitude to the proposal was not the protection of the Swedish employees 
from the external competition, as was claimed, but an egoistic corporative interest to retain 
the power on the Swedish labor market. Moreover, the LO is being criticized for the lack of 
international solidarity, which is considered immoral: 

                                                
32 �Våra europeiska välfärdsstater gör det svårt att ha öppna gränser. De tjocka skyddsnäten förutsätter tyvärr 
också murar kring systemen. <�> För att få till stånd en arbetskraftsinvandring behövs sannolikt förändringar 
av välfärdssystemen.�  
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�People who want to flee from hardships in their home countries but do not fulfill the 
requirements to receive a refugee-status, should be given a chance to improve their lives 
<�> But the government says no. <�> According to the Trade Unions, labor immigration 
is �unsolidaric�. In relation to those who live in the country. Much further than Trelleborg in 
the South and Haparanda in the North solidarity, apparently, does not stretch.�33 
(DN 2002-06-03) 
 
�The Social Democrats are marketing themselves as a workers� party that stands for 
international solidarity. This is hardly credible if they let the LO lead the debate about labor 
immigration with all this �we-and-they�-feeling that they create. The Moderate party has in 
its ideas developed to the most immigrants-friendly party in the Swedish politics and has 
clearly anchored the principles of the individual rights to move over both geographic and 
social borders in its ideological program.�34 (DN 2002-05-11) 
 
As it might be concluded from these two quotations, protectionism of the Trade Unions that 
acted (or at least claimed to act) in the interests of the population, in the way that is 
consonant to the principles of communitarianism discussed in the section 4.2 of the thesis, 
was regarded morally questionable by many as contradicting principles of international 
justice and hindering realization of the individual rights to free movement.  
 

• Immigration uncovers structural problems of the societies 
 
While the Social Democrats together with the Swedish Trade Union Confederation argued 
that it is not appropriate to recruit from abroad when there were so many unemployed within 
the country, their opponents pointed out that prohibiting labor immigration will not 
automatically solve the problem of unemployment in Sweden (SvD 2002-11-7, 08-04, 09-
04). In such a way, here unemployment is understood as not necessarily directly connected to 
immigration, but possibly caused by other reasons not related to immigration at all, such as 
structural problems in the society.  
 
�A paradox lies thus in that we, despite possessing, a large reserve army of the unemployed, 
to put it into the Marxist terms, experience nevertheless a lack of workforce resources. In 
addition to those who are openly unemployed, there are around hundred thousand sick-listed, 
prematurely retired, and, finally, those stuck in dependence on social welfare. The reserve 
army has camped in the security of the welfare system.�35 (SvD 2002-05-25) 

                                                
33 �Människor som vill fly umbäranden i sina hemländer men som inte uppfyller flyktingkriterierna skulle ges 
en chans att genom egen ansträngning skapa sig ett bättre liv. <�> Men regeringen säger nej. <�> Enligt 
fackorganisationerna är nämligen arbetskraftsinvandringen osolidarisk. Mot dem som bor i landet, alltså. 
Mycket längre än till Trelleborg i söder och Haparanda i norr sträcker sig tydligen inte solidariteten.�  
34 �Socialdemokraterna saluför sig som ett arbetarparti som står för internationell solidaritet. Det kan man inte 
vara med trovärdighet om man låter LO ta debatten om arbetskraftsinvandring med all den "vi-och-dom"-känsla 
de skapar. Moderaterna har idémässigt utvecklats till det mest invandrarvänliga partiet i svensk politik och har i 
sitt idéprogram tydligt slagit fast principer som handlar om människors rätt att röra sig över både geografiska 
och sociala gränser.� 
35 �Paradoxen är alltså att vi trots en i marxistiska termer stor reservarmé av icke-sysselsatta har 
arbetskraftsbrist. Utöver de öppet arbetslösa går hundratusentals sjukskrivna, är förtidspensionerade eller har 
fastnat i socialbidragsberoende. Reservarmén har slagit läger i välfärdssystemens trygghet.� 
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Many articles refer to the USA and Canada as a prove that some countries do win a lot on 
labor migration (DN 2002-04-28, 05-07, 05-14, 06-18, 07-07, 08-28). In an attempt to 
explain the reasons why this can not be the case in Europe, some authors conclude that 
immigration uncovers structural problems of a society: 
 
�It is not a coincidence that the USA and Canada earn many billions per year on their 
immigration, while we in Europe have during the recent decades seen immigration only as 
something causing expenses. This is to say that immigration accentuates those social and 
economic structures that determine if a society is successful or not.�36 (DN 2002-08-28) 
 
In such a way, incapability of the European countries to look upon immigrants as a valuable 
resource and to take economic advantage of immigration is conceptualized as depending 
upon structural problems that European societies suffer from.  
 

• Legalization of the existing illegal immigration 
 
In their reasoning on labor migration, a considerable number of authors address illegal 
immigration (DN 2002-02-14, 02-23, 05-23, 06-18, 10-09, 10-16, 11-06, 11-19, 12-06, 12-
10, 12-22). Many point out that by adopting legislation regulating labor immigration, the 
Swedish Government will legalize existing illegal immigration, and, consequently, combat 
human trafficking and improve miserable situation for many migrant workers that live and 
work in Sweden illegally. Several articles describe with much compassion the hardships that 
illegal migrants in Sweden are facing.  
 
6.4. THE DYNAMICS OF MEDIA DISCOURSE OVER A DECADE: COMPARATIVE 
ANALYSIS OF THE YEARS 1993 AND 2002 
 
As we could see, the Swedish mass media debate on immigration looked conceptually quite 
different in 1993 and 2002, although some themes touched upon in the course of discussion 
remained the same. This section highlights discovered differences and similarities that appear 
the most important; and thus outlines the general dynamics of the discourse on immigration 
in Swedish mass media over a decade.  
 

• In 1993 immigration was associated exclusively with refugee policies. In 2002 the 
main accent shifted towards more broad understanding of immigration as a 
consequence of globalization and as a realization of individual right to free 
movement, although refugee policies and other issues connected to refugees and 
asylum-seekers was still debated. The most common issue debated in 2002 was labor 
migration. 

 
• Authors that in 1993 argued that immigration can generate sufficient economic wins 

for the receiving society and that immigrants should be considered a valuable labor 
resource were rather few. It was expected that immigrants (refugees) would impose a 

                                                
36 �Det är ingen slump att länder som USA och Kanada tjänar många miljarder per år på sin invandring, medan 
vi i Europa, under de senare årtiondena, har sett invandringen som en kostnad. Invandringen accentuerar 
nämligen de allmänna  ekonomiska och sociala strukturer som gör samhällen framgångsrika eller ej.� 
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burden onto the Swedish welfare system, and their chances to adapt to the Swedish 
society were estimated as quite low. The most commonly named reason as why 
Sweden should admit immigrants (refugees) was that the guarantee of protection to 
individuals in need had been an essential part of the Swedish tradition of international 
politics based on the Swedish adherence to principles of international solidarity, 
morality, and universal justice. In 2002, contrastingly, the overwhelming majority of 
the authors discussing labor migration emphasized the great potential that 
immigration contains and regretted that Sweden had not quite succeeded in taking 
advantage of this potential. 

 
• The 1993-debate in general conceptualized immigration as a challenge to national 

unity. There existed social anxiety that immigration would change Sweden 
dramatically in the cultural sense, would cause tensions, as well as social segregation. 
The project of the multicultural society was looked upon with much apprehension. 
Some articles of the 2002-debate pointed to the same direction with some discussants 
expressing the concern that immigrants do not in many cases possess the �cultural 
minimum� necessary for their successful integration into the society, which results in 
splitting of the society (the proposal of the Moderate party that everyone applying for 
the Swedish citizenship must pass a test in the Swedish language was broadly 
discussed in 2002). Nevertheless, the general tone of the debate is much more 
positive about greater openness of Sweden towards immigrants, consequences of 
which are described in terms of dynamism and progress. Hostility towards 
immigrants is connected to backwardness and old-fashioned provincialism, and the 
idea that immigration threatens to destroy Swedish way of life is directly linked to 
populism (DN 2002-05-14).  

 
• In the 1993-debate immigrants coming to Sweden to improve their economic 

situation were looked upon with much suspicion, as those who intended to misuse the 
asylum right and Swedish welfare system. In 2002 most authors pointed out that 
immigrants� strife to create an economic stability for themselves and their families 
through honest labor was legitimate and praiseworthy. It is in the own interests of 
Sweden to elaborate an appropriate legal framework, so that labor migrants could 
realize their plans without breaking any laws and with maximum wins for themselves 
and for the Swedish economy.  

 
• It can be concluded from the analysis of the 1993-debate, that the dilemma between 

the right to free movement and the community�s right to preserve its distinct culture is 
solved in favor of the latter by the majority of authors. In contrast, realization of 
individual right to free movement is prioritized by most authors writing in 2002.    

 
• In 2002 the discussion upon immigration in Swedish mass media is conducted in a 

more international perspective, this is to say, in comparison to the situation in other 
countries, than in 1993. Naturally, many articles in 2002 are devoted to the 
immigration policy of the EU and immigrants� situation in other European countries. 
It appears that the USA (and other countries of immigration) and Sweden (and other 
European countries) are compared more along cultural lines in 1993 (the idea that 



 61

immigration policies of the USA are successful, as this country admits immigrants 
from culturally similar societies, is expressed, for example, in DN 1993-10-24). The 
same comparison in 2002 is conducted more often along economic lines. 

 
• It appears that many articles both from the 1993-and 2002 debate reflect fear of 

changes and the general atmosphere of hesitation and indecisiveness. Even though 
many in 1993 agreed that Sweden should continue accept refugees and many in 2002 
admitted that Sweden might benefit from the legal labor migration, there existed  
social anxiety that �something might go wrong�, as it was impossible to predict all 
possible consequences of immigration. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

7.1. FINAL FINDINGS 

This research has been conducted in order to understand how immigration is conceptualized 
in Swedish mass media. In the theoretical section of the thesis classification of different 
theoretical approaches to immigration and its implications for a nation-state has been 
presented. The empirical material, consisting of more than 180 articles published in the major 
Swedish newspapers, Dagens Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet, has been thereafter analyzed 
within the developed theoretical framework with the aim of discovering various social 
constructions of immigration and its implications for a nation-state in general and Sweden in 
particular. With concept constituting a unit of analysis, this process aimed at analyzing 
concepts derived from the empirical material according to the concepts constituting the 
theoretical framework.  

It is important to note that the scope of empirical material used for the aims of this study is 
rather limited, and articles are sampled to some extent randomly. This is why the present 
research has not aimed at broad generalization, but rather intended to present a series of 
snapshots of Swedish media discourse on immigration and its theoretically informed 
analysis. The results might have been different, if other newspapers or other publication 
years of articles had been chosen. 

The main findings received in the result of the conducted research can be summarized in the 
form of answers to the research questions formulated in the section 1.2. 

• Has the developed theoretical framework proved relevant for the analysis of the 
collected empirical material? 

The patterns of argumentation employed by the participants of the debate on immigration in 
Swedish mass media have been relatively easily correlated to the concepts constituting the 
theoretical framework. It can be concluded that the developed classification of theoretical 
approaches to immigration and its implications for a nation-state has proved appropriate for 
the analysis of the empirical material.  

• What concepts presented in the theoretical section can be traced in empirical 
material? Which of them appear dominating?  

Almost all concepts described in the theoretical section have been identified in the mass 
media discourse on immigration. Examples of argumentation along the lines of realism, 
communitarianism, approaches of �cultural protectionism�, �universal justice�, understanding 
of immigration as a consequence of globalization, realization of the free movement right, 
discussion of immigration in economic terms and in relation to the welfare state were 
identified in the analyzed texts. While concepts pointing towards self-interests as determining 
factors for formulating immigration policies are present in the studied mass media discourse, 
which is especially clear in 1993, the debate in general is strongly influenced by adherence to 
international solidarity and humanistic values as the basis for Swedish traditional foreign 
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policy and image on the international arena. In such a way, the concept of universalism and 
moral obligations of states appears if not dominating, but at least considerably strong in the 
context of Swedish media discourse on immigration.  

Additionally, it is quite remarkable that the dilemma evolving between the welfare state and 
immigration is discussed in Sweden rather in terms of the welfare state�s lacking capacity to 
guarantee sufficient rights to migrant workers than in terms of the citizens� legitimate 
concerns about how immigration will affect their own welfare benefits. A dominating view 
on immorality of denying guest workers social rights enjoyed by the citizens reinforces the 
impression that the Swedish debate on immigration is strongly affected by adherence to 
international solidarity and humanistic values as the main principles for policy making in 
Sweden. 

• How are different concepts related to each other?  

Most of the debate occurs along the discussion if principles of communitarianism or 
principles of universal justice and morality should be determining for national immigration 
policies. The second major theme of the debate can be formulated as �closeness versus 
openness� dilemma. While the majority of discussants in 1993 appears to adhere to the 
principles of communitarianism and tends to emphasize the danger of unbalanced openness 
of Sweden for the outer world, the general opinion in 2002 seems to give priority to 
principles of universal justice as the basis for national immigration policies, and argues in 
favor of greater openness of Sweden. 

• Can every concept identified in the media debate be matched with a concept 
described in the theoretical part?  

The developed theoretical framework has not provided the following concepts identified in 
the empirical material with their �theoretical counterparts�: understanding immigration not as 
challenging both national �civil� and �ethnic� identity of citizens of a nation-state, but as 
transforming the character of national identity from �ethnic� to �civil� one; conceptualizing 
immigration as a phenomenon unveiling structural problems of a society; as well as linking 
immigration to the positive changes in the realm of culture in terms of enriching diversity 
and dynamism.  

• What is the dynamic of media discourse on immigration over time? Has there been a 
noticeable shift of attention paid to different aspects of immigration debate?  

The results of the conducted analysis show that the Swedish mass media debate on 
immigration looked quite different in 1993 and 2002. In 1993 principles of 
communitarianism are prioritized as determining for immigration policies, as opposed to  
principles of universal justice, while in 2002 communitarian approach is rejected by many as 
egoistic, immoral, and, therefore, unacceptable. Additionally, closeness of Sweden for 
immigrants found more support in 1993 as associated with preservation of the distinct 
character of Swedish national community, while in 2002 this view was broadly criticized as 
old-fashioned and retrograde.  
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Conceptually, in 1993 immigration was connected almost exclusively to refugee policies, 
while in 2002 the main accent shifted towards more broad understanding of immigration as a 
consequence of globalization and as a realization of individual right to free movement. In 
1993 immigration was predominantly associated with economic losses and understood as a 
possible threat to the Swedish welfare system. In 2002, in contrast, immigration was linked 
to potential contribution into the Swedish prosperity and the welfare system. Additionally, 
while a project of the �multicultural society� was looked upon with much apprehension in 
1993, many articles published in 2002 emphasized the benefits of cultural pluralism.  

Generally it can be concluded that public attitudes towards immigration and immigrants have 
shifted towards more favorable by the year 2002, in comparison to the year 1993. However, 
the fact that in the 2002 elections the Social Democrats, opposed to introducing labor 
migration in Sweden, retained their majority in the Parliament, makes it somewhat 
questionable, whether the favorable perspectives on immigration as reflected by Dagens 
Nyheter and Svenska Dagbladet were actually shared by the majority of the Swedish 
population.  

7.2. IDEAS FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

In this paper, description of historic-cultural characteristics of the Swedish society and socio-
political developments in Sweden has been mostly limited to background information. It is, 
however, obvious, that the way that immigration is debated in a certain society is not only 
influenced by current political and economic landscape, but also inevitably reflects national 
understanding of itself, the nation�s history, traditions, political values and cultural identities. 
In this sense findings arrived at by this study could be followed up by further research aiming 
at discovering why immigration has been conceptualized in Swedish mass media in a way 
described in this thesis. If socio-political developments and historic-cultural factors are then 
taken for independent variables, and the dynamics of the public discourse on immigration for 
dependent, their correlation can be investigated.  

Another way to continue the research presented in this paper would be to study media debate 
on immigration in some other country than Sweden, in order to conduct a comparative 
analysis between two, or more, countries and at the same time test the applicability of the 
theoretical framework developed in this thesis. 
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8. APPENDIX 
 

FIGURE 1. FOREIGN NATIONALS RESIDING IN SWEDEN, 1973-1983  
(source: Central Statistical Bureau of Sweden, available at http://www.scb.se) 

 
            
 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 
Argentina 211 226 290 410 777 1296 1578 1725 1738 1648 1515
Chile 212 867 1576 2411 3947 5435 6435 7225 7904 8481 8910
Denmark 28237 32173 38284 36622 34268 32187 30650 29465 28305 26963 26195
Finland 188150 183181 184001 187528 188972 187613 186371 181477 171994 160040 150641
France 2024 2132 2268 2352 2440 2490 2499 2410 2355 2317 2297
Greece 16918 17699 17836 18094 18361 18073 16575 15253 13820 13141 11810
Iraq 117 110 121 160 188 313 476 557 890 1392 1997
Iran 640 702 806 1097 1545 1903 2189 2935 3344 3661 4092
Island 1526 1444 1596 2272 3107 3269 3518 3916 3698 3394 3151
Yugoslavia 40166 40443 40403 40513 40796 40434 39825 39184 38771 38491 38272
China 173 187 210 264 346 389 497 666 844 967 1000
Norway 26575 26823 27466 27708 27356 26816 26505 25994 25352 24864 25131
Poland 6138 6631 6925 7562 8609 9555 9897 10337 10703 14113 14852
Portugal 1909 1921 1902 1863 1833 1726 1665 1602 1573 1574 1555
Somalia 28 36 40 43 54 68 93 106 105 135 156
Spain 3637 3628 3656 3777 3763 3641 3552 3384 3287 3234 3156
The UK  6231 6645 7050 7663 8347 8617 8777 8652 8828 8921 8978
Syria 219 252 369 687 871 1175 1386 1554 1647 1676 1657
Turkey 5601 6317 7071 10240 13372 14734 16205 18303 19493 20342 20900
Germany 18461 17934 17348 16948 16317 15738 15151 14403 13815 13464 12973
Hungary 4616 4657 4300 3804 3102 2548 2503 2695 2836 2716 2622
The USA 6263 6461 6251 5967 6102 6132 6061 5835 5781 5883 6027

  
FIGURE 2. FOREIGN NATIONALS RESIDING IN SWEDEN, 1984-1994 
(source: Central Statistical Bureau of Sweden, available at http://www.scb.se) 

 
 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 
Argentina 1217 1059 795 743 721 700 722 690 667 620 563
Chile 8920 9238 10280 11874 14067 19129 19874 19122 17872 15977 14097
Denmark 25501 25105 24790 24735 25664 28081 28586 27914 27176 26633 26674
Finland 143928 138622 134234 130823 127939 123867 119669 114980 111477 108884 106682
France 2324 2349 2386 2466 2609 2698 2885 3010 3123 3240 3132
Greece 10410 9379 8045 7363 7128 6722 6516 5987 5666 5175 4823
Iraq 2530 3532 3911 3967 4935 6007 7722 9297 12460 16302 18965
Iran 5526 8342 13270 20463 28420 35144 38982 40001 38996 36097 32670
Island 3276 3436 3532 3455 3581 4490 5275 5139 4958 4869 4919
Yugoslavia 38253 38409 38406 38723 38930 39591 41053 40946 39578 32380 40368
China 961 936 874 868 1067 1414 1921 2372 2768 3086 3281
Norway 26097 26445 26707 27277 28605 35046 38242 36712 35319 33946 32985
Poland 15414 15455 15608 15066 14333 14736 15672 16095 16365 16126 16070
Portugal 1544 1497 1462 1447 1470 1485 1515 1482 1465 1386 1354
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Somalia 156 172 178 230 322 551 1410 3421 5563 7530 10480
The former USSR 1117 1093 1069 1183 1308 1648 2119 3325 3136 2670 2161
Spain 2997 2878 2776 2750 2784 2848 2900 2960 2988 2953 2933
The UK  8980 8939 8816 8980 9342 9617 10110 10468 10736 10927 10991
Syria 1437 1322 1372 1610 1994 2940 3637 4220 4881 4522 4256
Czechoslovakia 1156 1130 1065 1029 1114 1335 1571 1722 1736 1601 1354
Turkey 21159 21538 21879 22414 22968 24152 25475 26364 26547 23649 21995
Germany 12684 12575 12493 12531 12526 12738 12952 12951 12930 12927 13092
Hungary 2229 1919 1860 1954 2231 2768 3155 3341 3453 3406 3221
The USA 6228 6374 6476 6796 7079 7501 7970 8519 8968 9131 9101

 
 

FIGURE 3. FOREIGN NATIONALS RESIDING IN SWEDEN, 1995-2004  
(source: Central Statistical Bureau of Sweden, available at http://www.scb.se) 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 
Argentina 530 503 499 488 460 433 434 452 487 495
Bosnia-Herzegovina  53943 55391 54771 44461 34190 22839 19728 16957 15479 14821
Chile 13028 12375 11860 11376 10762 10330 9896 9448 9147 8949
Denmark 26485 25983 25388 24962 24997 25567 26627 28091 29704 31170
Finland 104967 103091 101333 99902 99002 98571 97521 96306 93474 90303
France 3278 3577 3716 4182 4440 4709 5018 5133 5128 5208
Greece 4636 4546 4413 4367 4314 4407 4478 4524 4514 4478
Iraq 21289 22831 24800 26600 30205 33116 36221 40146 41516 39772
Iran 29323 27209 26238 19793 16129 14324 13499 12944 12464 12443
Island 4954 4709 4479 4243 4102 4057 4136 4208 4232 4155
Kina 3388 3524 3621 3881 4171 4438 4853 5195 5675 6171
Norway 32265 31669 31021 30610 30948 31997 33265 34672 35486 35558
Poland 
 15988 15866 15842 15925 16345 16667 15511 13878 13412 14664
Portugal 1372 1394 1369 1341 1308 1317 1334 1305 1309 1314
Russia 2970 3573 3981 4482 5062 5658 5925 6235 6478 7123
Serbia and Montenegro 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18570 18217
Somalia 11332 12163 13122 13450 13467 11535 9570 8655 8784 8979
Spain 2967 3027 3025 3122 3138 3320 3557 3687 3794 3850
The UK  
 11153 11504 11711 12098 12400 13062 13822 14156 14360 14561
Syria 3338 3161 3625 5441 6050 6035 5984 5450 4801 4217
Turkey 20252 18902 18404 17396 16412 15846 13907 12632 12404 12269
Germany 13375 13947 14467 15124 15531 16357 17315 18123 19071 19938

Hungary 3046 2945 2925 2954 2992 2988 2727 2463 2303 2309
USA 9198 9377 9436 9515 9647 9972 10026 9625 9416 9260
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FIGURE 4. UNEMPLOYMENT IN SWEDEN AMONG NATIONALS AND NON-
NATIONALS. (source: Statistical Yearbook of Sweden 2003) 
 
 
 1998 1999 2000 2001 
 Un-

employed 
ratio Un-

employed
ratio Un-

employed
ratio Un-

employed 
ratio 

Non-
Nationals 

44 000 20.2 34 000 15.1 29 000 13.1 24 000 10.6 

From Nordic 
States 

8 000 9.0  6 000 6.5 6 000 6.7 6 000 6.6 

Other foreign 
citizens 

36 000 27.2 28 000 20. 5 24 000 16.9 18 000 13.0 

  
Total 
unemployed 
population 

 
276 000 

 
 6.5 

 
241 000 

 
5.6 

 
203 000 

 
4.7 

 
175 000 

 
4.0 

 
 

FIGURE 6. INDIVIDUALS APPLIED FOR AND GRANTED ASYLUM IN SWEDEN, 
ACCORDING TO NATIONALITY (source: Central Statistical Bureau of Sweden) 

 
Country of citizenship Asylum applicants Persons granted residence 

permit as refugees or similar 
 1997 1998 1999 2000 1997 1998 1999 2000 
         
Europe 3 892 5 488 3 355 7 966 5 578 3 143 1 390 3 543 
Former Yugoslavia 3 088 4 862 2 360 6 417 5 495 3 067 1 214 3 317 
Poland 179 21 31 28 7  8 5 6231 
Russia 231 229 449 590 40 39 91 110 
         
Africa 771 595 792 897 343 403 703 668 
Algeria 65 50 42 77 18 5 13 7 
Ethiopia 62 50 63 62 31 42 75 49 
Somalia 364 228 289 260 133 124 427 391 
         
North and South America 298 506 301 462 220 292 230 151 
Chile 24 21 16 35 10 17 12 7 
Colombia 145 303 56 57 51 44 36 64 
Peru 36 45 51 102 136 180 58 47 
         
Asia 4 483 5 950 6 434 6 498 3 222 4 190 3 168 6 029 
Afghanistan 176 330 351 374 121 173 105 791 
Iraq 3 057 3 843 3 576 3 499 1802 2 595 2 337 4 168 
Iran 356 613 854 739 836 1018 310 512 
Lebanon 75 125 176 124 108 44 20 21 
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Turkey 208 280 220 229 101 99 6 77 
Vietnam 24 15 14 15 27 4 85 20 
         
Unknown/stateless 218 305 349 480 233 165 116 155 
         
Total 9 662 12844 11231 16303 9 596 8 193 5 607 10546
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