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Abstract 

International Relations are based on the summation that states, big or small, respect the 

integrity and autonomy of each other. However, to maintain this relationship a 

mechanism is required and invariably this mechanism violates the sovereignty rule it is 

intended to protect. Another reality of the current state of our global village is that while 

some part of the world is impressively rich, some part of it has remained underdeveloped. 

This thesis is about the relationship between the concepts of sovereignty and non- 

intervention and the rampant issue of underdevelopment in Sub Sahara Africa (SSA). By 

analyzing the colonial and post colonial mediums of intervention in SSA, we attempt an 

answer to the questions: firstly, is sovereignty such a cardinal and respected notion in IR 

and secondly, is intervention responsible for underdevelopment or is it a consequence of 

it. 

At the end of this exercise, we will accept that the notion of sovereignty in IR is not much 

respected as far as poor regions are concerned and that the international mechanisms put 

in place to resolve the issue of poverty in the SSA have not been very successful and 

have invariably led to more and more forms of external intervention in the region. 
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A Thesis on Sovereignty; Politico – Economic Intervention and the Development of 

Underdevelopment in Sub Saharan Africa 

 

 

1. General Introduction 

 

The study of International Relations involves the capitulation of different elements of 

political, social and economic interactions amongst human societies across national 

spaces, into an understandable framework of who or what pushes action and reaction in a 

myriad directions. These issues have evolved over time, have involved and will continue 

to involve a never ending number of participants as each tries to bring to bear his own 

vision of which angle of this field of study bears more weight on the state of relations 

shared by states. Human communities have interacted with one another for millions of 

years creating friendships and hostilities amongst themselves and attempting strategies at 

resolving these situations. Notions of justice, fairness, right and wrong, good and bad 

have therefore become shared culture as states have intermingled, and created implicitly 

or explicitly frameworks for hitch free cooperation and collaboration(Reus Smit, 

1997,p4). However, the conditions under which states have mingled with each other 

across historical epochs have not been the same, and at the end of it all have not been a 

win – win situation for all parties involved. Development has not followed a metrical 

dimension for all as agents and structures have both contributed over time to mold the 

world into its present frame. In this work therefore, we will attempt to examine the 
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relationship between states in the international arena and bring out certain practices that 

take place among states which lead on to or slow down development.  

1.1 Background to Study 

This work has as background the unending interaction between the Sub Saharan African 

(SSA) region and the rest of the world. This interaction maybe political, economic or 

social, but the important thing to note is that over the centuries during which this region 

has had dealings with the rest of the world, its populations, structures, cultures have 

progressively been affected. The SSA region goes by different definitions in different 

frameworks depending on those using the term and the intended audience. Thus it is a 

term that has both a political and a socio – economic character. In lay man terms, it can 

be seen as the area of Africa situated south of the Sahara desert. This is in contrast with 

North Africa, which is mostly Arab dominated and is mostly white skinned.   However, 

some chose to view it not in terms of geography but rather in terms of socio economic 

indicators, describing it as Black Africa. This is however considered pejorative as it 

rekindles feelings of colonial antagonism, racial discrimination and by and large touches 

on the poverty stricken nature of the region. In truth both definitions have elements of 

truth in them for they both possess characteristics or attributes attached to the area (Leo .J 

de Haan, 2010. p5). When agricultural economist talk of SSA for example, they make 

efforts to point out that South Africa is not considered in their definition thanks to its 

more advanced level of economic development and relative non dependence on 

agriculture compared to the rest of the region (Monty Jones, p2). It is also worth noting 

that South Africa has quite a good number of whites (an issue to which we shall return). 

Thus to have a full picture of what SSA is all about the reader is advised to have in mind 
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geographic as well as socio economic boundaries if he is not to be inaccurate, for this is a 

region charged with a significant amount of history. 

Looking at it from an International Relations (IR) perspective, we realize that contacts 

between this region and the rest of the world date back to several centuries. Without 

going in specific country details, suffice to note that the region has as a whole gone 

through all the different epochs of interaction with the outside world. These include: the 

periods of slave trade, informal imperialism, colonialism and the present, post/ neo 

colonial era. Thus cross border interaction or what is today being referred to as 

globalization, started or has been in fact going on this region for centuries (Jan A. 

Scholte,2000. p2) These different epochs have left indelible marks in the history of the 

region, affecting all sectors of life.  

International Relations studies, which can be simply regarded as the processes and 

mechanisms through which states hang together, politically, economically and culturally 

in a system without any major seat of absolute authority has been carried out by 

thousands over the years as each has tried to give his take in the most vital element of the 

relations amongst states. Among such scholars is Hedley Bull who has given great 

thought to the idea of Balance of Power (BOP) as a key element upon which hinges the 

structure of international order. Bull justifies the existence of the BOP as a stabilizer of 

the international system even though its maintenance necessitates violations of the very 

order (International Law) it is intended to safeguard. Bull posits that this is a lesser evil 

compared to the thought of an international system of anarchy and survival of the fittest 

(Hedley Bull, 2002. p108). The background to this work requires a broad understanding 

of the workings and meanings of terms such as sovereignty and intervention. For it is 
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upon this background that we shall illustrate the current politico-economic upheavals as a 

consequence of colonial and post colonial interference.  This is how my interest got to be 

triggered in the study of IR. Why would a system perpetuate the violation of its own rules 

in a bid to ensure survival? As Ronnie Hjort puts it, Wright emphasizes the “right of 

intervention” as opposed to the rule of non intervention which is supposed to be the 

corner stone of IR (Ronnie Hjort, 2007. p597). Even though my interest moves away 

from the philosophical angle taken by Bull and Ronnie concerning issues of intervention 

to a more material one, I must say that it is their discussions that drew my attention to the 

normative issues raised in this work. 

1.2 Research Motive 

No rational human being engages in any worthy activity without a motive. The driving 

force may be either a push or a pull factor. Writing is a very excruciating exercise and 

thus requires a passionate source of motivation if the writer is going to accomplish his 

mission successfully. As someone who has been most often intrigued by the disparity 

between the North and the South in the global political economy, and to a greater extent 

concerned by the development problems facing the third world as whole and SSA in 

particular, I literally leapt at the opportunity to present this piece of work which I 

consider a potential channel through which these discrepancies can be explained.   

On the academic front, we find from readings and understanding of the issues related to 

this work that, either there has been a near intentional attempt to down play the issue of 

economic intervention in weaker states, or this has all together not been regarded as 

intervention. In this light, I took up this exercise with the aim of raising to our 

consciousness the existing lacunae on the subject of economic intervention.  
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1.3 Research Methods 

 

Every research article necessarily begins with a question (or a research hypothesis) that 

needs to be answered over the course of the research. Research methodologies are but 

various tools that the researcher can utilize to arrive upon a conclusion. The approaches 

we will employ to make a comprehensive understanding of the issues raised will be 

varied because the issues posses essentially different characteristics. However, the work 

in itself will be mostly a hermeneutic exercise wherein we will attempt to interpret 

concepts raised in view of common knowledge or understanding and then try to relate 

these concepts to empirical data.  

It may be relevant for me to point out at this point that I studied history as an 

undergraduate. Though this may seem insignificant, it is important for the reader to know 

something about the writers past if he/she is to make a fair judgment or analysis of the 

text presented. Another reason for this comment is that I have learnt to solve or explain 

problems by seeking their origins which have created consequences that in turn serve as 

causes for future scenarios (cause and effect method). An endemic chain. I am not saying 

that this thesis is going to be about the colonial and post colonial history of Africa, what I 

intend to convey right on is that I will be using knowledge of history (empirical data) to 

make positivist (qualitative) interpretations of IR phenomena. The empirical foundations 

herein consist basically of the socio economic and political conditions of SSA during the 

colonial and post colonial eras. That is, we shall look at different forms of interference 

this region has suffered over time and then analyze this information with the eyes or 

better still within the framework of IR theories and concepts.  Thus this is going to be 

mostly a qualitative research which consists of analyzing data from other books, articles 
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and web pages.  Qualitative data interpretation carried out in this way will help us induce 

from the selected case a pattern that maybe used to explain the phenomenon. This is also 

known as inductive research. This has a disadvantage in that I may express certain issues 

with a little more enthusiasm and emotion than another writer would. Also, inductive 

research is generally plagued by lack of rigor, shortsightedness, can be contradictory and 

mostly anthropocentric. However, I must confess here that the sentiments expressed 

herein, no matter how emotionally charged they may seem are quite objective and I dare 

say do little in respect to the practicalities related to the subject matter. 

1.4 Research Problem and Questions 

A guiding principle for the continuous existence of harmonious international relations, 

since the beginning of the Westphalian Tradition has been the idea of sovereignty and 

non intervention. The sacredness of territorial integrity has been the cornerstone of a 

peaceful coexistence amongst states and nations. Therefore scholarship on this topic has 

been far reaching and it should be a daunting task to find new dimensions on it. Yet, 

understandings in social sciences vary as human beings tend to have different opinions on 

issues. The concept of sovereignty is changing (or at least its application), what was 

formerly the capacity to control and have supreme authority over the national destiny has 

watered down to a simple right of representation in negotiations. With their economy in 

the hands of international financial institutions, and the military managed by partnership 

agreements with western mentors, the weaker states in the world have been reduced from 

equal partners at forums to mere opinion holders.   It is in this direction that I attempt to 

bring forth an individual perspective on the issue of sovereignty and territorial integrity 

(intervention and non intervention), with a particular focus on how our understanding of 
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these issues have evolved and developed over time, and secondly on how the presence or 

absence of these conditions have impacted politico – economic development for some 

(Phillipe Schimitter, 2008, p266).  As we turn into the second decade of the twenty first 

century, most African countries find themselves in the frenzy of golden jubilee (fifty 

years of independence) celebrations. Celebrations that have been received with mixed 

feelings especially within the ranks of critical scholars. After 50 years of post colonial 

rule, the bedrock of Africa has still not changed. Economies still flounder in abject want, 

being essentially producers and exporters of primary agricultural goods, subsoil minerals 

and cheap labour. Where from the continuation of structures that had been implanted 

during the colonial era. It is under these circumstances that the continent as a whole and 

SSA in particular has remained in the doldrums of poverty and backwardness in relation 

to other regions of the world.   A lot of tongues and pens have been quick to explain the 

underdevelopment of the south on the basis of administrative inadequacies and inabilities, 

corruption and other human lapses in leadership. This thesis is set to address the issue of 

underdevelopment from the perspective of politico – economic intervention and the 

absence of total sovereignty, decrying the lopsided nature of the partnership between the 

north and the south. Among the questions to be answered will be the issue on whether 

poverty is a cause or a consequence of intervention. In a nutshell, this thesis is going to 

be a problem centered research work, aimed at seeking new explanations and possible 

solutions to the endemic problem of underdevelopment in Sub-Saharan Africa by linking 

this to the concepts of sovereignty and non-intervention. The idea behind it all is to first 

of all show that our current conception of sovereignty has fallen short of current realities 

(normative) and then to illustrate how this has led (or not led) to the development of 
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underdevelopment. I have defined this thesis to myself as a thesis of negation. First we 

will negate the fact that sovereignty is enjoyed by all states (that call themselves states), 

and second we will negate the commonly held view that underdevelopment in sub 

Saharan Africa is a result of corruption, “backwardness” and bad governance only. The 

original intention of this thesis is to establish a relationship between the fundamental 

issue in international relations which is sovereignty and the almost ubiquitous problem of 

intervention. The first question I asked myself is, in the present dispensation of global 

political and economic trans-mutations, is sovereignty still a relevant cornerstone for 

existence of international relations. Then it comes down to the issue of whether 

sovereignty if it really exists, is enjoyed by all states and to the same extent. This is what 

pulled my attention to evaluate what amount of sovereignty is possessed and exercised by 

the less endowed countries of the sub Saharan African region.  The second issue involved 

here is the question of whether the presence or absence of absolute sovereignty can be 

linked to the persistent underdevelopment problem in the sub Saharan African area.  The 

question - is poverty a cause or a consequence of lack of sovereignty will be tackled here.  

Thus the entire thesis will be aimed at the idea of understanding the development 

problematique as a consequence of inadequate sovereignty 

Thus the research is going to answer the following questions: 

� Is underdevelopment a cause or consequence intervention 

� Is sovereignty still a key element in the survival of the international system 

especially with regards to poor countries 

� Do the poor countries of SSA enjoy  right to complete sovereignty  
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� What are the institutional arrangements linking SSA to the world and to whose 

benefit are these arrangements 

� Why do the elements of sovereignty, non- intervention and poverty keep coming 

up 50 years after decolonization? 

� What has been done from the perspective of IR to solve the problem of poverty 

and how successful has this been 

Answers to these issue and more will be sought as we analyze the relationship between 

SSA and the rest of the world for the past two centuries.  

1.5 Limitations of the Research 

This research is limited by its scope. There are many states and regions in the world that 

undergo similar conditions like the one under investigation. However, for want of time 

and means, I am constrained to limit myself just to the SSA region. Secondly, I try and 

hope seriously that I will not influence this work with unfounded individual beliefs and 

biases. 

1.6 Theoretical Framework 

Theories in international relations discussions refer to different perspectives on issues, 

that is different angles from which one may view a subject. It refers to different lenses 

through which one may view the ever crowded and obfuscating terrain of international 

relations studies. A good theory has a sense of process. It describes a mechanism by 

which A makes B happen, like the way the gears in a car transfer the rotation in the 

engine to a rotation of the tires.  In saying that a theory describes a mechanism, and not 

the mechanism, we present one of the essential properties of theories in general and in the 

same direction depict a vector through which to understand the issue of theorizing. First, 
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the distinction between saying A and not THE introduces the idea that a theory is just one 

way of presenting and issue; what Joergensen refers to as lenses with different shades. 

Second, we also follow in showing that a theory is used to express how our inner being 

conceives an issue or event. 

 As human nature is flexible so too is the amount of theories and “neo” theories with 

which one may explain human activity. The purpose of theorizing can be very extensive 

regarding our individual wants and our desires. Either we do theorizing from an academic 

perspective or for practical reasons, at any point in time there are certain things which 

theories can do for us among which are the following: 

• A guide to analysis during research 

• A guide to the selection  and interpretation of data 

• Improve analysis as they challenge or question existing knowledge, thus raising 

new images of issues to us 

• Help to both criticize and provide policy recommendations. 

The variety of theories is not an error of imagination. It is a recognition of the fact that 

the discipline is deeply immersed in human activity and thus bound to be flexible as it 

entertains the divergences in human wants an interest which economist have aptly 

described as elastic. The plurality of options apart from allowing us to glimpse a near 

total overview of the international structure, also allows the different theorist to prospect 

on avenues of generating new ideologies with which they may influence policy (Erik 

Joergensen, 2010. P7). For the purpose of this thesis therefore, we shall open our minds 

to interpretations from three different theoretical perspectives: the realist, the liberal and 
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the world systems view points. However, to get a complete understanding of the SSA 

situation, I reckon some normative understanding will be required. 

 

(i) The Realist Perspective: 

Realism is the brand of International Relations theory that explains every event, 

development or happening in history as a function of power relations between states 

which are the main actors on the international arena. From the view point that states are 

eternally in a fight to maximize self interest and thus ever ready to co-opt each others 

rights (thus ready to defend from each other or in a state of nature), all happenings are 

perceived through the lenses of power politics between states. Also, because the state is 

regarded as the main actor on the pitch or world politics, other actors and modes of 

reasoning such as ideological developments and non state actors like transnational 

corporations are relegated to the background. 

This line of thinking can be glimpsed in all discussions of international relations but it 

should be noted that in recent years the high point of realist activity or power politics in 

international relations was the Cold War period when both the USA and the then USSR 

attempted to establish ideological control over the other parts of the world through and 

exertion of both military and non military might. 

The prominence of the realist perspective on International Relations theory can be 

explained from two angles. Firstly, that it is a theory that recognizes the omnipotence and 

omnipresence on the state in the business of international relations. States being the key 

player on the field of world politics since the Westphalian era, it goes without saying that 

a theory that moves hand in glove with this position should be the dominant theory in 
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international relations. Secondly, realism is a rational and objective explanation of events 

on the international terrain, shying away from the abstract and near utopian positions 

entertained by liberalist and idealist theorist. Realist offer a rational and logical 

explanation of events.  

The benefit of this theory is that as states operate in their world of anarchy, they tend to 

gauge each others capabilities and thus in a bid to prevent a situation of total chaos, 

principles are put in place through which states interact with each other which may be 

written or unwritten. A world in which political order is possible even where there are no 

structures or law and order to ensure them. The principled nature of realist view point 

emerges as states attempt a balance of power and at the same time act as each others 

watchdog. However, on the other hand realism is looked upon as a limited theory for it 

does not recognize the efforts put in place by the myriad of actors now participating in 

the task of global governance. Also, as state interest is paramount, realism has often been 

slighted for its lack of an ethical and moral touch to its style. 

In the light of this therefore, is colonialism and its attendant post colonial offshoot an 

enterprise in naked national strength maximization (economically and militarily), a 

capitalist design to enforce class domination, widen the gap between the classes and add 

to the conflict and tension levels in the world, thus enforcing the notion of permanent 

anarchy; is it sheer mercantilism? (Joergensen, 2010. p78) Can we further explain post 

colonial monetary and financial arrangements on a global level as mere mechanisms for 

the extension of the economic prowess of the US? Better still, could we buy Kim’s 

assertion that “the role of global institutions extends well beyond their services as 

potential conduits of charity. Some analyst argue that the most powerful institutions of 
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global governance – the IMF, WTO – through their promotion of unregulated economic 

globalization have contributed  to the growing numbers of destitute as well as the to the 

growing privileges of the world’s rich.” (Jim Yong Kim et al, 2000) 

 

 

(ii) The Liberalist Perspective 

Liberalism is another theory in international relations that feigns rationality and control of 

the true picture of the international structure. It is a theory that inherently recognizes 

individual freedoms of action and choice. Thus its basic explanation of happenings falls 

back to the rationality of the human being to create a more conducive environment for 

living. Because of their staunch believe in the sovereignty of the individual, liberalist 

have been at the forefront of the fight to safe guard all human freedoms, be it in business 

or politics. It is from here that the liberalist perspective derives its support for free trade 

and democracy.  

Liberal theory allows for a multi actor play in international structure as it supports the 

creation of international institutions to manage the needs of more intense widespread 

social connectivity. Liberal theory gives room for non state actors to participate in the 

governance of global issues (as opposed to the international, between states, dimension 

maintained by realist). Thus, liberal theory allows Non Governmental Organizations and 

other civil society bodies a share of the authority to manage global affairs. In this 

direction, instead of focusing on inter state power play, liberal theory will be interested in 

how the WTO or EU rules for example affect the lives of farmers in France and how this 

has a multiplier effect on farmers in third countries trading with the EU. 

As a theory, liberalism has the following characteristics: 
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• A strong belief in human reasoning 

• A belief in historical progress in reform and change in society 

• A strong link and bond between the state and society, supporting the idea behind 

the democratic peace notion that regime type domestically, reflects the state of 

international order 

• Usefulness of International Organizations. 

Though a rational theory in its focus on the necessity for peaceful coexistence and mutual 

interdependence in the global system, wherein liberals support the growth of domestic 

democracy so as to encourage mutual respect for the choices of the other, wherein they 

support the idea that more interdependence and trade leads to a more stable and peaceful 

world, wherein they look to and encourage multiple actor participation in global politics, 

the liberal theory in international relations is not without some shortcomings. Such lofty 

ideas as they present primarily neglect the basic status of human nature which Hobbes 

and others have termed a “state of nature” seeking self interest and survival. It is like 

saying that, a man who creates a shop does so in other that his neighbor may make a 

profit of his services and not because of his innate desire for profit. In real world 

conditions we realize that the reverse is true. This is not to say that business enterprise of 

any kind is not good or is generally exploitative; however, it goes to belie the point of 

enterprise as a free service and at the same time emphasize on the reader that we will be 

focusing our attention on those elements of the liberal economy that allow for the strong 

to get stronger at the detriment of the weak. Again, for the liberal theorist to attempt to 

downplay state power is rather utopian in a way, for it is state power that actually has the 

final word on most issues in contemporary times even though they can be heavily 
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influenced by other actors (again see the war on Iraq in 2003 while UN refused to 

sanction the war, the US went ahead due to its possession of power and nothing was done 

against her. One wonders what the UN or the US would have done if it was another 

country and not the US acting this way).  

Looking at the international system today, I can assert that liberalism is actually carrying 

the day. International organizations and institutions have become denser, and there is 

(purportedly) more economic interdependence. How do we understand the issues in this 

thesis in the light of liberalist reasoning? It is important that we consider the element of 

self determination that prefaced the period of decolonization. Also, cross border trade and 

establishment of economic holdings during the colonial and post colonial era can be 

explained in the spirit of free trade commended by the liberal perspective. According to 

Keohane, military realism is increasingly the exception than the norm since 

interdependence is vast. It is at the end of this work that we might be able to decide if the 

present economic disposition of the world is in line with liberal interdependence or 

Marxist dependence theory. 

 

(iii) Marxist Perspectives 

Ace Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe says somewhere that the world is like a dancing 

masquerade, to properly appraise its activity, the viewer must watch from different 

angles. At variance with the state/ cooperation theories of realism and liberalism 

propagated mostly by western scholars, there is also the Marxist school which is very 

popular in countries in the east and global south. Two key concepts of Marxist thought 

that fall in line with this discourse will be the concepts of capital accumulation and 
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imperialism.  By this Marx referred to the manner in which capitalist moved in their bid 

to acquire excess capital for further production. In what has been defined in some 

quarters as “accumulation by dispossession”, Marx talks of the machinery either military 

or social through which stronger classes (in this case states) use weaker ones to maximize 

their stock of capital. It is in this light that Marx posits that for capitalism to thrive, it 

must evolve and get into its higher stage of imperialism (colonialism) where the stronger 

state completely subjugates the weaker one for its economic benefit (Walter Rodney, 

1972). Exploitation is thus a strong element in the present capitalist disposition of world 

politics.  

In the Marxist framework, we find variants of theoretical frameworks with which we 

could explain the issue of underdevelopment in the SSA region. Imperialism, dependency 

theory, world system theories are three different strands of Marxist thought that have as a 

bottom line the existent disparity between the rich and the poor of the world. Though they 

may use different means to explain the circumstances, they all agree that it is the result of 

an unfair and in-balanced relationship. While imperialism speaks to the problems 

embedded in the colonial structure, dependency theory takes a look at current happenings 

and posits that the situation is far from different. World systems theory, I can say 

castigates the notion of comparative advantage in international trade and emphasizes the 

disparity in production systems and thus highlights the impossibility for a fair system of 

transfers leading to unequal transactions (Joergenson, 2010. p145). 

As I said earlier on, to get a clear perspective on these different theoretical frameworks, it 

is imperative to add a twig of normative understanding to it. It is important to ask 

ourselves the questions: does this practice conform to the norms of international 
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relations? Does this interpretation give an exact picture of what really obtains in real life 

or is it just what we have been made to believe? We must make the distinction between 

what is and what ought to be, and between what is routinely considered as normal and 

what is good. It is only when we add normative understandings to the depictions of the 

other theories that we start to get a complete picture of the SSA experience. To say like a 

Marxist that exploitation is rife is correct but then does not cover the normative right 

claimed by the SSA elite to demand loans and aid. The usage of normative arguments to 

perpetuate or demand intervention has been a tool used by both sides (Robert Jackson, 

1990). 

1.7 Literature Review and Conceptual Framework 

The purpose of this section is for us to identify the key themes that are recurrent in this 

work, to map out an understanding of the way they have been used in other IR literature 

and attempt an explanation of how they will be used herein. Conceptualization is 

important because general meanings to words and notions carry with them meanings 

generated by both historical and societal charges. Creating depictions which may vary 

from reader to reader and are in themselves sources of high controversy. It is thus 

important to place certain recurrent terminology within the rightful framework of usage 

so as to avoid obfuscating interpretations. 

That said this work is going to be centered about our interpretation of issues concerning 

the concept of sovereignty and its corollary of non intervention on the one hand and the 

notion of underdevelopment on the other. Much has been written about these issues from 

many different perspectives and objectives however it cannot be said that all has been 
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written or that the link between these issues (especially with regards to the SSA region) 

has been suitably treated.   

Sovereignty has been and is still supposed to be a key element in the functioning of IR. 

Philpott I admire for his ground shattering work in bringing out the importance of 

developments in sovereignty to the existence of today’s international organization. This 

scenario to him is rendered possible by the desires of two separate groups of 

revolutionaries to attain the goal of self determination (Daniel Philpott, 2001. p254). 

Drawing such a similarity between the those who fought to redeem Europe from the grip 

of Princes and men of the church in the 17th century, to those colonial subjects who sort 

too uplift the weight of the colonial yoke in the 1960s, Philpott concludes that the idea of 

self determination at different epochs spurred the liberation of peoples who then 

constituted themselves into sovereign states. Even though he acknowledges the fact that 

revolutions in sovereignty have not been a complete success due to the constant 

incursions on liberties perpetuated by the very revolutionaries, by modern day 

interventions of great powers and global financial institutions on the activities of some 

sovereign bodies, Philpott’s book still gives the impression that the 1960 events in the 

colonies was a fait accompli and evidently left them free peoples (Philpott, p255). 

However, this is where I disagree with him because most of the countries that got 

independence in the 1960s especially in SSA got smoke-screen independence. 

 In the domain of IR sovereignty is a powerful institution. It is an attribute that when 

properly constituted gives the holder absolute prerogative over all matters within its 

jurisdiction. It is in this light that Liugi Bonante writes that in the domain of rights and 

duties, the state is different from the individual. Whereas the individual possesses duties 
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and rights, the state in relation to other states may possess only rights (Luigi Bonante, 

1995. p.vii). Werner and de Wilde follow in the same direction when they write that 

sovereignty is used at times to define internal power against over bearing outside pressure 

(Werner and de Wilde, 2001. p286). To them, the westphalian regime was actually born 

out of a desire to better manage trans- border interdependencies for 150 years of war and 

plunder had shown that brute force cannot be used to legitimize power. In Quasi States: 

Sovereignty, International Relations and the Third World; Robert Jackson ponders the 

question why quasi states continue to survive despite their marked inability to sustain 

themselves.  Jackson touches on many elements which are vital to this work. First he 

raises the issue of how the broad and across the board nature of third world states became 

possible. This he explains was thanks to the normative argument based on inherent 

human rights of self determination (Robert Jackson, 1990.p15).  He touches deeply on the 

notion of quasi states and the ambiguity they create for IR studies. This is in the sense 

that though quasi states demand a right to absolute sovereignty, they also at the same time 

insist on a normative claim to humanitarian and development aid from the richer and 

more developed countries of the world (Jackson, p119). Jackson’s work is critical 

because it creates the link between third world sovereignty and issues such as poverty, 

race and culture, debunking the view held by liberal free trade proponents that IR was not 

meant to delve beyond diplomatic issues into the socio economic well being of all 

(Jackson, 1990. p119).  

The issue of sovereignty being as important as it is has thus attracted a similar level of 

attention to its corollary, the rule of non intervention. This issue has attracted the 

attention of several scholars who have looked at it from different angles. While some 
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have chosen to emphasize the legal component, others have either taken the political or 

humanitarian aspect of intervention. Theories of non intervention abound such as that of 

Cobden who concedes that non intervention is a prerequisite for peace. However, his 

motivation does not come from a desire to save guard sovereignty rather; he is motivated 

by the idea that a world without war is a safer place for British commerce (R.J Vincent. 

1974, p45).  John Stuart Mill makes the distinction between civilized nations and 

barbarians and recognizes that it is not a problem if the former intervene in the affairs of 

the latter.  Vincent and others have taken great pains to justify the act of intervention on 

the basis of humanitarian demands either as in times of natural catastrophes or in times 

when the international community deems by consensus that a people require intervention 

to deliver them from bad governance (Vincent, p6). However, Margeret Kohn avers that 

the notion of humanitarian intervention has once too often been used as a means of 

portraying the African as a savage or victim of callous actions while keeping a hidden 

agenda which is mostly to the interest of the intervening powers (Duncan Bell, 2010. 

p215). The important thing to note with regards to the discussion on sovereignty and non 

intervention is that, even though some writers like Vincent and Jackson do make mention 

of economic intervention, non has taken time to ponder the consequences it has rather 

most IR literature is focused on the issue of humanitarian and military intervention. 

The development deficit in SSA has been aptly handled by Fanon and Rodney from a 

post colonial and colonial angle respectively. Both writers have taken effort to explain the 

changes wrought on the region by interference. They present a graphic image of what 

Grovogui means when he says that the implementation of colonial regimes of sovereignty 

involved interfering with African processes and structures of legitimization (Siba, 2002. 



 26 

p327). By making reference to the phrase development of underdevelopment, we intend 

to generate and bring alive the conception that there has been agent triggered changes in 

the system (structures) and a resultant path dependence.  

In view of these therefore, we shall contain ourselves for the purpose of this work to the 

understanding that: 

• Sovereignty refers specifically to territorial integrity and the absolute control of 

all elements material to the sustenance of national life without pressure from 

outside forces.  

• Non intervention or intervention will involve the interference in the affairs of 

other states. Our focus will be in mediums of economic intervention or in political 

intervention with economic repercussions. 

• And by development the ability to harness economic and political acumen to the 

extent of defending the above two elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 27 

CHAPTER TWO 

 

Colonial Interference on Sub Saharan Africa 

As human beings we have become familiar with disasters, be they natural or man made; 

from earthquakes, eruptions, tsunamis etc. The important thing is that after such disasters, 

all is never lost, some part of a wrecked ship survives; a building foundation or even 

some isolated building in the midst of the rubble. It is from this surviving building that 

we carry out studies as to what the structure of the standing building was that it did not 

collapse with the others. The intention of this chapter is to lay down in our minds the 

nature of the foundation upon which stands the African fabric. We will try to paint a 

picture of the SSA past that will serve as an explanation for the present predicament of 

poverty and underdevelopment. It is important to know that we are using the colonial and 

post colonial eras to illustrate the element of intervention and external interference in 

local processes which may be responsible for the present conditions of depravation and 

not to completely place the blame of poverty on colonial or post colonial structures. This 

is not a balance sheet of the colonial regime. That said, we would proceed to look at 

political, social and economic modes of intervention that were carried on in the SSA 

region first during the colonial era and then in the post colonial era. At the end of which 

we intend to have sought out some of the reasons behind the gruesome poverty in the 

region.  

Colonial rule in this work refers to that period during which European nations took it 

upon themselves to shred apart the African continent into tiny pieces and establish a 

social, economic, cultural and political control over its peoples for its own benefit. Thus 
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Cooper’s assertion that “colonial empires differed from other forms of domination by 

their attempt to reproduce social and cultural difference” (Frederick Cooper, 2002. p16).  

Even though certain aspects of the colonial regime were already in place prior to the 

period of effective occupation, we shall assume the period of this study to begin after 

1884, for this is when the European powers gathered in Berlin to establish the 

groundwork of rules to govern the rush for African possessions (Basil Davidson, 1994. 

p5). Coming on the backdrop of a period of moral and economic reawakening in Europe, 

visible in the huge support for an end in slave trade and rapid economic developments 

engendered by the spread of the industrial revolution, the period of colonial rule has 

attracted different motives from different scholars. While some have defended the act of 

colonialism by projecting the good will of Europeans to salvage the African continent 

from barbarism, slave trade and other ills by spreading Christianity and a higher 

civilization, some have focused (albeit with hindsight) mainly on the economic interest 

pursued by the colonial masters during this period. Thus we can understand the argument 

put forth by Chipman that French interest in Africa was motivated by the desire to create 

a wider France and to boost France’s image of grandeur after the loss of Alsace and 

Lorraine to Germany in 1871 ( John Chipman, 1989. p55). On the other hand, we are 

confronted with colonial policies such as “mise en valuer” and “indirect rule” , which 

mutatis mutandis called for the absolute exploitation of the colony for the benefit of the 

colonial master (Roland Oliver, 1999. p244). Thus it becomes an intricate affair to judge 

the implications of colonial rule by understanding the motives of its perpetrators. It is for 

this reason that we are going to limit ourselves to examining the actual implications of 

what happened on the ground and how this affected the SSA region. 
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Though, it is important for us to note that SSA was not a void before colonial rule. The 

pre-colonial development of Africa can be attested in the establishment and growth of 

kingdoms such as the Songhai, Mali, Karnem Bornu and Zulu kingdoms. Kingdoms that 

developed mostly on the economic foundations of vast trading activities and ties cutting 

across the region and linking peoples from east, west, and south with those of the north. 

Trade in items such as gold, salt, ivory, kola nuts and textiles boomed across the SSA 

region and wealth was generated in vast quantities for some of the entrepreneurs. Mansa 

Musa of Mali is noted to have made a pilgrimage to Mecca in 1324 with a gold laden 

carriage. Furthermore, during his reign from 1312 – 37, the city of Timbuktu grew into a 

cultural center for Islamic learning and some have even referred to it as the Oxford of 

Africa at the time (Richard Hooker, 1996, http://africanhistory.about.com). 

 In the same direction, wars of resistance against colonial rule on different parts of the 

SSA region also attest to a good level of political and military organization from which 

we can only deduce that at the eve of colonialism, the region was not comprised of a band 

of hunter gatherers but rather by groups of people who had devised methods of 

harnessing sufficient benefits from their environment as to enjoy and sustain permanent 

settlement. 

2.1 Political Implications of Colonial Interference on SSA 

The establishment of the colonial system on SSA had many implications for local 

political structures as much had to be changed so as to accommodate the new overlords. 

In this section we examine some of the political changes wrought by the colonial system 

and the implications these changes have left on the area. 
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Colonialism can rightfully be charged for creating in the minds of the African a 

politically incapable person. We must note that during the colonial era, the African was 

mostly stripped of his duties as political organizer and community leader. The capacity to 

make decisions was transferred to the colonial masters while the Africans were only to 

follow directives. Colonial policies such as Assimilation and Association, practiced by the 

French, were intended to develop in the African, love and affinity to the French culture 

which was considered and presented as superior. Thus for those colonial subjects who 

could acquaint themselves with the nitty gritty of French ways, a higher and probably 

more rewarding life was promised. Thus, colonial rule can be faulted for psychologically 

eroding the confidence of the African in his own capabilities and structures. However, 

colonialism can also be credited for creating a cadre of skilled personnel capable of 

handling a modern style administration, capable of asserting rights and also putting in 

place structures befitting a modern administration (Adu Boahen, p784-785). This was 

made possible by introducing Africans to western style education and also recruiting 

them into the lower rungs of civil service where possible.  

Another issue closely linked to fading political authority in Africa created by the colonial 

rule and directly linked to colonial policies was the creation by the colonial authorities of 

a caste of artificial rulers more amenable to their wishes. Following the policy of Indirect 

Rule favored by Lord Frederick Luggard and used as colonial administrative policy in 

most of British Africa, we find that indigenous power houses and ruling families were 

evicted and others without any legitimacy put in their stead. As colonial rule came to an 

end, another elite class also arose from within the ranks of educated men and those who 

had become conversant with western ways such as Nkrumah, Azikewe, Kenyatta etc. It 
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was to this latter class that power was restored by the colonial rulers and not to the 

original dynasties from which power had been ceased. Thus three conflicting power 

groups tussled for power: the original traditional dynasties, those artificial ones created 

by colonial masters and finally the educated class (Boahen, p788). It follows therefore 

that political authority and legitimate leadership in Africa was severely polluted by 

colonial interference and this may in part explain the lackluster performance of African 

leadership within the last 50years. In the same direction, the colonial authorities set the 

African populations against each other in what was referred to as the policy of divide and 

rule. Taking advantage of minor ethnic differences, in cultural practices, language and 

economic interest, the colonial administration made enemies out of peaceful cohabiting 

communities in a bid to reduce the strength of their joint forces working together. Thus 

European colonial administrations in SSA multiplied divisions, forged classes and 

sometimes racism in an attempt to increase stratification of colonized societies (Frantz 

Fanon, 1963. p128). The encouragement of “tribal” affinity and the tacit support for other 

sub national sources of power created and enforced long lasting enmities that will 

eventually escalate into wars between countries and even within countries. A succinct 

example of this is the involvement of the Belgian colonial administration in what spiraled 

down into the Rwanda genocide. Cooper presents a fascinating version of the Hutu – 

Tutsi melt down by tracing the origin of this struggle to administrative policies put in 

place by the Belgians in 1918 (Cooper, p7). In effect, the Belgian administration having 

favored the Tutsi as what they conceived as a natural ruling caste would systematically 

follow a policy of differentiation among the two groups down to the idea of issuing 

different ID cards. Dramatically, it will come to pass that in the height of the killing 



 32 

during the genocide these ID cards were used by the Hutu as sufficient distinction 

between who lived and who died (Cooper, p8). Thus confirming the assertion that the 

Africa we see today is not an offshoot that metamorphosed after the 1960 wind of change 

bringing independence, but rather a string of policies and developments that go way back. 

Another issue one can take up against colonialism is that, despite the claim to reducing 

ethnic strife and inhuman practices, the rush to carve out territories by European powers 

created serious clashes which further increased the loss of human life through wars of 

conquest and pacification. The partition and colonization of Africa also has created 

serious problems which are still being lived today. The arbitrary manner of the partition 

meant that ethnic groups were divided in two or more segments in some instances, with 

families finding themselves across different borders. This is because those who sat down 

in Berlin to provision territory amongst themselves knew nothing of the ethnic 

composition of these territories or if they knew, they took it for granted. Since the post 

colonial states were built out of nearly the same structures carved out during the partition, 

it has come to happen that even in modern Africa ethnic groups are divided across nation 

states. This is the case with the Bakongo who find themselves split all over the states of 

Angola, DR Congo, Congo Brazzaville, and Gabon; the Ewe can also be found in Togo 

and Benin; the Senufo in Mali, Cote d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso; the Somali in Somalia, 

Kenya and Ethiopia; the Bulu are all over Gabon, Cameroon and Equatorial Guinea; the 

Ejaghams on both sides of the Cameroon- Nigeria border. This situation has led today to 

border clashes (such as the Cameroon-Nigeria crisis over the Bakassi Penisular) as 

ethnicities on either side of national frontiers tussle over what would hitherto have been 

village or communal land (Boahen, p786). 
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In a related development, the continent of Africa is facing a serious problem of what I 

choose to call multi national states. That is to say states comprised of peoples who by 

themselves could have progressed into full fledged nationhood, by virtue of them 

possessing the elements of statehood; territory, government, population, culture, religion 

and history. These peoples had it not been for the haphazard manner of colonization 

would have developed to become solid nation states. Nigeria for example with a 

population of about 160 million has about 40 million Ibos, 60 million Hausa and many 

other smaller groups. Taken by their population alone, this would give rise to a perfectly 

harmonious Ibo or Hausa nation. Yet the colonial regime lumped them together, Christian 

Ibo and Moslem Hausa in the same mix. Whereof the source of constant ethnic and 

cultural differences which have degenerated into serious civil war at times. Examples of 

such clashes abound; the Biafran war (1967 – 1970) and the recent skirmishes in Kano 

are but a few examples where Muslims and Christians have found themselves at each 

others throats within the same country.  

A closely related issue to that of multiple nationalities in the same state causing problems 

in Africa is the manner in which the partition was done. Because the partition was done 

following longitudes and latitudes, without compensating for other natural elements such 

as fertility of the soil and other natural endowments, it has so come to happen that states 

have found themselves situated wholly in desert territory; others have found themselves 

in a situation where some regions are more endowed than others. Furthermore, the 

beginning of the colonial era marked the end of voluntary migrations in search for better 

environments and living conditions. This situation has caused serious political and even 

economic problems for the post colonial African states in the SSA region. Richer regions 
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within states have craved the right to secession, while some complain bitterly about their 

exploitation from the central government. The Katanga crisis in the Congo around 1961 

and the present Niger Delta rebellion in Nigeria are clear examples of sub national groups 

within a state agitating because of natural resources and causing political chaos.  

On the contrary, one might one to compare the ethnic wrangling in SSA to the nation 

building processes during Bismarck’s era of Germany. The reader might also be 

wondering if other parts of the world have not at one point or another been exposed to 

similar domination like the SSA region. France at one time or the other has seen German 

occupation while Napoleon on his part was geared at making France the supreme power 

in Europe. Despite the political and ethnic similarities involved, we must accept the fact 

that colonialism by nipping ethnic migrations in the bud actually forestalled genuine 

nation building initiatives. 

 As eminent Nigerian politician and first federal prime minister, Abubakar Tafawa 

Balewa put it in a speech in 1948, “since 1914, the British Government has been 

trying to make Nigeria into a country, but the Nigerian people themselves are 

historically different in their backgrounds, in their religious beliefs and customs and 

do not show themselves any willingness to unite… Nigerian unity is only a British 

invention.” (Martin Meredith, The State of Africa, 2006. p8) 

More so, the short spells of German control over Alsace and Loraine can not be 

compared to centuries of exploitation and domination on the SSA region. 

However, the most important loss suffered by the SSA communities like any other 

community that is put under such conditions, was the loss of their sovereignty (Boahen, 

p789). Sovereignty gives the capacity to participate as an equal player, attributes the right 
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to self determination and provides a carapace against undue and unsought interference in 

local affairs, enabling autonomy of action which is an important contributor to well being 

both for an individual and for a state (Graham,p101).  That capacity to freely decide what 

course of action to take for themselves in their political social and economic livelihoods 

most certainly left them with a doomed future. Furthermore the colonial regime meant 

that subjugated countries were placed under enforced political isolation as they could not 

contribute or take part in any global political exchanges. Some have chosen to belief that 

pre colonial Africa was devoid of sovereign entities. It should be asserted however that 

the participants at the Berlin Colonial Conference of 1884 knew fully well that German 

interest in East Africa were in collision with the Sultan of Zanzibar’s dominion (Oliver, 

p202). This is exactly how superior power was used to extinguish flourishing kingdoms 

all over the continent: the French wiped out the kingdoms of Western Sudan, Dahomey 

and Madagascar; the Brits took Mahdist Sudan, Asante, Benin, the Yoruba Kingdoms 

and Swaziland while Leopold devastated the Congo (Rodney, 1974. p355).  All these 

political handicaps created by colonialism have contributed a great deal to the present 

conditions of political strife and continuous contestation of power within the continent 

further enforcing the poverty levels.  

 

 

2.2 Social Implications of Colonial Interference in SSA 

Colonialism did not only bring political ramifications to the SSA region. As is to be 

expected there were many social changes in the socio cultural lives of the people in the 

region during this period. Here we take a look at some social policies implemented by the 
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colonial administration and what effects these had on the people. The dominant image of 

SSA (maybe excluding South Africa) is one that excludes any sense that those who live 

there might be partners in IR (Graham, p179). This image is spurred by despicable levels 

of inequality, inability, lack of know how and general backwardness portrayed by a 

majority of the inhabitants of this region. Going by the premise therefore that the colonial 

regime was motivated by the zeal to speed up awareness in the SSA region through 

education and Christianity, one cannot help but wonder at the degree of success 

registered by the colonizers. 

The first issue to raise about the social implications of colonial rule is the education that 

was brought in by the colonizer. Much fuss has been made about the attempts at creation 

of schools and the introduction of western medicine in the region. However, a close look 

at the issue will lead us to accept Rodney’s definition of the subject as “education for 

underdevelopment.” Africans were offered an education that was not geared to resolve 

their immediate necessities as had been the case during pre-colonial times. An 

educational system was brought in to suit the colonialist demand for men of letters. 

Education was not geared towards mastery of the environment and sustainability but 

rather the capacity to read and write was emphasized by the missionaries in a bid to speed 

the spread of Christianity. It is worth noting that an appreciable level of literacy was 

enjoyed by a select few in the region during pre-colonial times as Moslem clerics could 

read the Koran on the Western Sudan while Ethiopian Christians were also familiar with 

the Bible. The University of Timbuktu in Mali is also ample prove that pre-colonial 

Africans took the matter of formal education seriously (Rodney, p379). However, not 

only was the focus of western education ill suited for the African needs of the time, the 
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curricular was also misleading. Furthermore the distribution of schools across the region 

made for uneven development among the regions as coastal regions became more 

acquainted with western ideas while the hinterland was left behind. Statistics show that 

the colonial administrations’ effort in the domain of education was to say the least 

pitiable. In 1935, of the total revenue collected from taxing Africans in French West 

Africa, only 4.03% was utilized on education. In the British colony of Nigeria, it was 

only 3.4%. In Kenya, as late as 1946 only 2.26% of the revenue was spent on African 

education.  

Another basic limitation was quantitative as very few Africans made it to school. This 

was due to the very small amounts of money spent in the educational sector. By 1938, the 

whole of French Africa i.e. Chad, Central Africa, Gabon and Congo Brazzaville could 

only boast of 22000 enrolled pupils and this was a great leap from the figures of the 

preceding five years. At the same time, out of a population of 15 million people, the 

French only had 77.000 pupils for the whole of French West Africa (Rodney, p382). 

Again the colonial policy of attending mostly to European interest except where it could 

not be helped applied to education. This is aptly portrayed by events in Southern 

Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) between 1972 and 76, barely four years to independence the ratio 

of government expenditure on education for black children and for white children was 1: 

12, or 40 Zimbabwe dollars (ZWD) per black child in comparison with 475 ZWD per 

white child (in 1998, 25.85 ZWD = 1 United States dollar [USD]). On the contrary, while 

all white children were guaranteed full and free primary education, black families had to 

pay for their education. Consequently, there was a mere 5% drop out for white kids out of 

primary school, mainly due to migration reasons. Thus, of the 5 471 white children who 
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started school in 1968, a total of 5 181 completed form IV. For the black children though 

the story was completely different for every 1 000 black children in the same year, 250 

never went to school, 340 had only incomplete primary education, and only 78 made it  to 

secondary school, and 45 reached form IV. 

In the same vein, the education introduced by colonial masters into the region has been 

faulted for its near criminal neglect of aspects regarding technical education and 

education pertaining to the sciences (Boahen, 800). Even though, the Africans were made 

to abandon their local craft industries, such as bronze carving and iron works etc, no 

better alternative was introduced in a bid to augment the technical ability of the 

population. Thus instead of developing already existing industries, the colonial rulers 

caused the region to abandon what skills they had developed for nothing else but farming 

and crude labour.  As a multiplier effect of these poor colonial policies, a look at present 

day educational settings in most countries within the SSA region will reveal that, much is 

yet to be changed in the field of education curricular. Thus emphasis is still being placed 

on the aspects of general education in letters, history and other art and social science 

disciplines while the technical fields are left wanting. Thus as the colonial administration 

created schools to train clerks and under secretaries, the post colonial state has found it 

hard to change the tradition. This has gone a long way to increase unemployment levels 

because governments cannot certainly employ all the graduates and since the private 

sector needs more people with technical skills than general education knowledge, 

millions of university graduates now flock the streets simply because their education was 

not focused towards the needs of the society. At least if they had some skills and lacked 
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the capital to set up big industries, they could employ themselves but now, they have to 

suffer from both lack of small capital, and lack of skills. 

Colonial rule also created new towns and urban settlements in the colonies as people 

moved towards mining centers and coastal towns where they could attract jobs in a 

money economy. This new found urbanization not only put excess population into small 

communities creating congestion and bad living conditions, it also meant that within this 

new urban areas, living standards were not the best as the job market became stiff.  This 

was made worst due to racially motivated policies such as land expropriation and 

separation of living areas between the white settlers and the black population. Thus 

especially in places where the white population was huge as in Rhodesia, black 

populations were chased away from choice living environments which were then 

occupied by the colonialist. The Africans were forced to settle in squalid conditions 

sometimes literally sleeping on one another while the colonial master enjoyed the view 

from the hilltops. As Moyo puts it, colonialism institutionalized racial inequity with 

regard to land in southern Africa, and recent attempts to confront the consequences of 

historical land expropriation, and redress contemporary land-based inequities, 

discriminatory legislation and institutions, have generated renewed racial conflict in the 

sub region (Sam Moyo, 2004. p5). Land expropriation has thus been a major 

preoccupation for post independence settler colonies such as Namibia and Zimbabwe 

where Mugabe is now wrestling back lands from foreigners, albeit for his own interest.  

With such lack of education, vast changes in social values (from worship and belief in 

traditional gods and systems of healing), over population, it becomes inevitable to accept 



 40 

that death rates were going to rise from ill health, lack of medical attention and 

despicable health care provided by the colonial authorities. 

 As to be expected and similar to the case of education, the provision of medical facilities 

by the colonial administration was limited as it was selective. This is due to the fact that 

most health facilities were located in places where the colonial administration had 

established its businesses, be it trade, plantation or administration. Thus we note once 

again the exploitative streak in colonial policy wherein innovations were only put in 

place either to benefit the white settlers or where they had interest. It is no doubt 

therefore that by the close of the colonial era, medical services provided by the colonial 

administration were far below expectation. Rodney writes that by 1962, there were 100 

child deaths out of every 1000 in Cameroon, 160 in Sierra Leone; 1 doctor for 56140 

persons in Niger and 73460 persons in Chad (Rodney, p375). Going by these figures 

there is probably no logical way to suggest that the colonial authorities did a 

commendable job in the health sector despite that they were aided in this by missionary 

bodies. Thus despite otherwise trumpeted activities of colonial masters in resolving heath 

problems in Africa; malaria, sleeping sickness and other endemic diseases were poorly 

attended to and have thus come to hunt the ill equipped post colonial regimes. Going by 

World Bank statistics, malaria alone cost the SSA some 2billion USD and 1million 

deaths annually. This is effectively a disease of poverty. 

In the same dimension, the double standard involved in colonial policy can be found in 

personal social services in Zimbabwe in the 1930s. Confronted with growing social 

problems such as drunkenness, prostitution, family break ups and juvenile delinquency, 

the government decided to restrict its concern only to cases involving white settlers. 
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Instead, similar problems amongst the blacks were turned away by the social services and 

blacks were rather moved away from the cities and townships to rural areas. The newly 

created welfare services considered that the problems of the indigenous populations 

would be better handled by of the extended family and other mechanisms of the peasant 

economy. (Kwaku Osei-Hwedie and Arnon Baron, http://www.idrc.ca/cp/ev-85583-201-

1-DO_TOPIC.html) 

In a nutshell therefore we can say that the efforts of the colonial administration in the 

social domain were as insulting as those in the political field and that this way of running 

things in the colony and effects created in the lives of Africans therein could be 

responsible for the hideous conditions now witnessed on the continent. 

 

2.3 Economic Implications of Colonial Interference in SSA  

Making sense of SSA’s post independence struggles with poverty is quite a tricky 

business for it requires that one discuss issues on a contemporary basis. However, if one 

were to limit the discussion on scourging poverty to present issues, it will certainly make 

a half baked affair as it would certainly be erecting a house with no foundation. The 

foundation of post colonial African economies most certainly lies in the institutions put in 

place during the colonial era. Of course it is worth establishing here and now that when I 

talk about poverty and underdevelopment, I do not entirely refer to World Bank and 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) depictions of slow growth rate and economies 

beginning to find their way in the global playfield. I write about the masses, those who 

are devoid of political, social as well as economic capacity to make any impact on 

society. Those upon whom the elite class is sitting and whose rights are being usurped 



 42 

day and night in the interest of capitalism. Thus while to some poverty may be a statistic, 

to others it is a matter of excruciating pain. In this section we will see how the economic 

roots of present day underdevelopment were planted during the colonial era and how this 

has botched up efforts at economic recovery for the region since then. 

Of course I am not trying to say that the colonial enterprise did not contribute anything to 

the SSA region during the approximately 70 years of permanent occupation. Much has 

already been written on the introduction of the region to the monetary economy, making 

it possible for proper valuation of goods and also the benefit of credit facilities; the 

expansion of trade links and introduction of hinterland communities to western products 

in exchange for their local craft; the introduction of paid labour which effectively reduced 

some negative elements of class distinction hitherto solely maintained on birth lines; the 

creation of roads and better and faster modes of transport for Africans etc. However, 

proponents of these benefits to SSA fail to explain why a region overflowing with 

mineral resources, fertile soils, and most other attributes requisite for economic growth 

and development failed and has continued to fail in all its attempts to break away from 

poverty. Thus it is worth taking another look at the economic and development policies 

carried out during the colonial era in order for us to ascertain if these polices were geared 

towards any future of sustainability. 

Mention has been made above of the fact that Africans were in the colonial economy 

introduced to the money economy. However, it is worth noting that this was not without 

significant damages to the rural economies. The African economy prior to this time was 

an economy that survived on trust and communal support as people used the kith and kin 

system to perpetuate exchanges for mutual satisfaction. The introduction of the money 
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economy lessened the need for reciprocity, taking away the entire support mechanism 

upon which the African economy relied. The love for money became stronger than the 

love for brother. Of course the money economy as well as the currencies imposed by 

colonial administration had to be backed by the institutions of the home governments. It 

is in this way that French colonies got pegged to the French franc while British colonies 

adopted the British pound. Without being an economist it goes without saying that these 

local currencies had to be backed by reserves in banking institutions of the mother 

country and that whatever economic upheaval that occurred in the home countries had 

repercussions on the rural economies. There was therefore an element of subtle financial 

exploitation of the innocent and ignorant Africans. Pegging the CFA to the French franc 

for example meant that in case of devaluation as in 1994 workers paid with the CFA got 

far lesser that they normally earned (Cooper, p103). The introduction of the money 

economy therefore, though it brought stability to business also meant that the SSA was 

pulled head over heels into any global financial or economic problems. The economic 

crises of 1930, 1985 and 2009 are glaring examples of how price changes in the global 

markets have caused turbulent currents to rise across the SSA region. 

Prior to the establishment of foreign domination on SSA, the economy thrived on systems 

of solidarity and communality. Production capacities such as land and labour were put 

together and used for the common good. Despite criticisms that polygamy was 

encouraged as men sought to exploit the labour capacity of many wives and children, it is 

worth noting that the in pre-colonial times what was practiced was exploitation without 

dispossession (Cooper, p96). This is so because what ever was produced by a man’s 

family using their share of community land was for the good and well being of the family 
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as a whole. This changed completely with the colonial system. Not only did land cease to 

be a free commodity for communal use, all lands were seized from the natives at times 

chasing them away even from living environments. Furthermore, land became a 

marketable commodity, bringing serious conflicts within families as members struggled 

to have control over parcels of land so as to sell.  Marxist theorist posit that development 

survives on the apt exploitation of land , labour and other natural resources and the 

effective plough back of profits into the production chain. However, the difference 

between the pre-colonial and colonial economies is that in colonial times with emphasis 

laid on exploitation by dispossession, profits were only expatriated to home country 

economies while the economy of the colony declined (Rodney, p149). 

The aspect of labour was far more terrible than land. Roland Oliver asserts that the first 

necessity for the colony was labour, forced labour (Oliver, p217). Labour was needed for 

almost all activities related to setting up an effective administration both at the 

headquarters on the coast and to carry the authority of the colonial master into the 

interior. Thus porters, cooks, guards, soldiers, and all other forms of labour required were 

drafted with aid of the Maxim gun. This was simply carried on with the establishment of 

plantations and other mining activities as local communities were forcefully put to work 

unskilled jobs, under terrible conditions and with pitiable wages. It has even been 

claimed that some colonies which were lacking in capacity for both large scale mineral 

exploitation and plantation agriculture were simply converted into labour pools for other 

colonies. Thus Burkina Faso was used to get labour for Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire while 

Swaziland served Zambia, Zimbabwe and South Africa (John Metzler). 
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 The issue of working conditions in colonial plantations and mines is a gruesome one. 

Not only was it despicable that workers were forced to let go their farms and other 

activities which would have provided them more satisfaction than plantation or mine 

work, the dividends they made from working in these establishments only helped to 

deepen their injury.   Excruciatingly exploitative labour conditions were sanctioned by 

law in a bid to feign legality. Comparatively, what an African earned for working 6 days 

in a mine was equivalent to what a European in the same industry got in an hour 

(Rodney, p150). One wonders upon what savings a strong capitalist middle class could 

have emerged if the salaries paid to the working class was nothing but a pittance. This 

supports the view therefore that the super normal profits used to create and sustain a high 

level of living standards, economic growth and economic development in Europe during 

this period was partly due to the exploitative nature of the colonial economy and the fact 

that it could afford to run mining industries and plantations for the generation of its raw 

materials from an almost free labour force working at least 12 hours per day. 

Apart from the excruciating labour conditions on the colonies, the African economy was 

also wronged by the fact that it was completely diverted from its usual sustainable 

activity into a machine geared only towards the satisfaction of the colonial masters. 

Farming and other activities geared towards the satisfaction of home needs were 

abandoned completely as people were forced to work long hours on plantations or face 

the wrath of the administration. Working on plantations was compulsory otherwise there 

was no other way to pay ones taxes which were not low either. The damage this caused 

on the colonial economy was not only in the extortion it perpetuated on the population 

but more greatly on the fact that it led to the depletion of food stuff. Plantations were for 
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items like tea, rubber, bananas and palm kernel which were mostly cash crops for 

exportation and these were not the items upon which families lived. Food insufficiency, 

malnutrition and famine were a logical consequence. 

In the same dimension, the colonial economy has been faulted for leaving the African 

with a legacy of monoculture. As the entire economies of whole colonies were focused 

on the production of one item, the post colonial state has found it hard to diversify the 

economy since it has mostly inherited the business of the colonial master. Senegal 

produced ground nuts, Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire had cocoa, and Sudan produced coffee    

(Boahen, p791). These mono-crop economies therefore found it very hard to penetrate the 

international economy at independence as their entire export trade and thus economies 

relied on what ever prices they got from the international markets. Closely related to the 

issue of mono – cropping was the fact that the colonial regime almost completely 

destroyed the system of intra African trade which had bloomed during the pre- colonial 

era. Markets which had boomed in pre colonial times as Europeans bought cloth from 

Senegambia and Ivory Coast and sold on the Eastern frontier along the Great Lakes came 

to a halt, kola nut trade and trade in salt on the Western Sudan was also disrupted and all 

energy directed to the colonial engine (Rodney, p103). The insistence on monoculture 

and disruption of inter African trade is one of the reasons for which the African economy 

is so export dependent.  

Again a critique of the colonial economic legacy on the SSA region cannot be done 

without mention of its almost criminal neglect for industrialization. Rodney asserts the 

view that there was an intentional desire not to industrially empower the African when he 

says that import lists were never filled up of machinery (Rodney, p107). Unlike in other 
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colonies like India were the development of local industries were supported and new 

technology introduced, the SSA colonies were restricted to manual labour activities 

(Boahen, pp791-792). Chipman confirms this view when he writes that as late as 1948, 

the “Plan for the Modernization of the Overseas Territories” wherein the metropole was 

to supply machinery while the colonies supply raw materials to the mother economy was 

never executed (Chipman, p188). 

In summary therefore, the SSA continent has been presented herein as a victim of 

international capitalism/imperialism at its chronic imperialist stage. A figure can not 

easily be placed on how much damage was caused on Africa and the Africans. The 

legacy of colonialism is one not easy to swallow; monoculture, export dependency, 

forced labour, exploitation of raw materials, lack of adequate education and health care 

facilities, political illegitimacy. What better recipe for long lasting underdevelopment? 
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Chapter Three 

 

Post Colonial Intervention in SSA and the Problem of Poverty 

 It began in Ghana and spread like wildfire. Colonial rule was ebbing out and as Harold 

MacMillan, British PM at the time put it, “a wind of change is blowing across the African 

continent.” Shackled with the task of rebuilding home economies and services after the 

war and with more pressure coming from the east in the form of communist doctrines, the 

advocates for Europe’s mission civilisatrice awakened to the idea that the colonial era 

was ebbing out. Despite the fact that the moral rationale of spreading Christianity and 

stemming barbarism had not been completely attained, colonial authorities realized that 

continued political control was futile. More so, the other objective of harnessing the 

economic capacities of the colonies for the benefit of the mother countries had been set 

into a near irreversible pattern that no longer required political control to sustain it (John 

D. Fage, 2002. p461).  

However, the break between the colonial and post colonial eras was not easy to come by 

both for the colonial master and the colonies. While there was violence in some areas 

mostly in French colonies like Algeria, populations of British colonies found themselves 

having to grapple with the power vacuum and administrative gap created by the sudden 

dismantling of the British Empire. It must be recalled that during the heyday of 

colonialism, while the British had chosen to deal with their colonies on an indirect basis 

through local traditional authorities, the French had opted for a policy of closer ties with 

the colonized (Chipman, p57). Thus it was harder for the French to let go of the colonies. 

It is worth noting that even at the dying hours of the colonial enterprise; De Gualle was in 
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Brazzaville sanctioning the Lio Cadre which gave French citizens in the colonies the 

right to be represented in the French assembly (Chipman, p112). Again, during the 

Second World War, 500.000 soldiers and 200.000 workers from SSA had contributed to 

the French war effort. 125.000 black soldiers actually fought at the Dardanelles under the 

Senegalese Blaise Daigne (Chipman, p58). We realize therefore that the French were not 

in a mood to vacate their African possessions completely and thus even when they did, 

took steps to secure continued links with the region. This was exactly the case with most 

colonies in the SSA area.  

More so, the post colonial era also witnessed the introduction of actors on the SSA 

landscape who had not been active previously. What hitherto had been the exclusive 

terrain of colonial governments and their firms suddenly became a playground of all who 

were interested. Thus, economic and political relations have become more complicated 

between the region and external actors from all over the world. These relations as of 

today are expressed in the form of: trade links, loans and aid from foreign countries, 

activities of Multinational Corporations (MNCs), links with international financial 

institutions and politico – military agreements with developed countries (Raphael 

Kaplinsky et al, 2008. p5). It is in this way that some scholars have contended that the 

passage from the colonial to the post colonial regime was nothing but a formality in 

which the essential conduits of northern (western) imperial interest was safe guarded 

through an array of networks built into the mechanism of the global political economy ( 

Leong Yew, 2002). Without getting into the intricacies of the neocolonial regime, it 

suffices for us to note that the present politico economic deluge under survey would not 

be complete if it is not mentioned. Thus, there is no better way to sum it up than to agree 
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with Fanon. Debunking the fact that independence was handed over to a clutch of people 

who were almost contemptibly ignorant of economic programs and the capacities of their 

territories, Fanon explains that for want of technical ability, the middle class of today is 

not different from the one in the slave trade era serving as nothing more than a liaison 

between the European and the African interior. Thus, Africans continue to serve as the 

west’s small farmers, specialized in the production of unfinished goods with little or no 

changes in the mono-culture of the colonial era (Fanon, 1963, pp121-122).  His ideas on 

the post colonial state can be summed into the disgust he bears for the African middle 

class’s inability and ineptitude to work meaningfully for the development of the masses. 

Though this situation can be traced to the lack of educational facilities in the colonial era, 

the post colonial African bourgeoisie is blameworthy for the condescending manner in 

which they have succumbed to post colonial domination (Fanon, 1963). That said, for the 

purpose of this paper, we are going to limit ourselves answering the question: what are 

the contemporary conduits of outside influence on SSA, or better still, what are the 

arrangements linking SSA to the global political economy and to whose benefit is such a 

relationship.  

 

3.1 Trade Links and Conditions 

Among the many ways through which the independent SSA states have remained glued 

to international interference is the element of trade. Trade has been one of the key 

elements linking the SSA region to the global economy since the end of colonial rule. 

With an economy already geared to produce commodities to supply the industrial interest 

of developed countries, the managers of the post colonial state found themselves 
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entrenched in deep seated traditions of trade from which they could hardly extricate 

themselves completely. Thus, SSA for a long time continued to have its key trade 

partners being the industrialized economies of north until the recent explosion of China 

onto the global economic landscape (Munir Nanji and Timothy Munchiri, 2009. p2). 

Trade items have still been slanted heavily in favor of raw materials and other 

unprocessed goods (minerals, plantation produce, oil, and timber) though items such as 

textile have also come to play a key part on the export sheets. The relationship between 

trade links and the issue of poverty on the SSA region can be properly viewed by 

assessing the terms of trade between the region and its partners. The shocks of the end-

1970s-early 1980s induced a generalised fiscal crisis: first concerning agricultural 

products, coffee, cocoa, groundnuts, and then the oil shock, which in the mid-1980s 

affected the oil exporting countries: e.g., Nigeria, Gabon. SSA suffered a sharp drop in 

terms of trade over the period 1970-98: the World Bank African Development Indicators 

2004 show that if 1995=100, the SSA terms of trade were 160.6 in 1980, 92.3 in 1998, 

and 109.5 in 2002. The terms of trade also suffered from volatility: as shown by the 

African Development Indicators 2005, if 2000=100, the ToT was 141 in 1980; 85 in 

1998; 101 in 2003 (Alice Sindzingre, 2008. p8). However improvements have been 

noticed since 2005, even so SSA’s share in world trade has declined, while trade 

liberalisation in the 1990s has increased the importance of international trade in SSA. 

Trade (merchandise exports plus imports) in SSA as a share of GDP increased from 38 to 

43% between 1988–1989 and 1999–2000. Despite the increased trade orientation of SSA, 

its share of world trade has declined because its exports have grown much more slowly 

than world exports. According to the UNCTAD Handbook of Statistics (2007), the share 
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of SSA exports in world exports was 3.8% in 1980, 2.0% in 1990, 1.5% in 2000, and 

1.6% in 2004. The share of SSA imports in world imports was 3.2% in 1980, 1.6% in 

1990, 1.2% in 2000, and 1.4% in 2004 (Sindzingre,  p9).  

Mention has already been made of the type of products the region is capable of putting on 

the world market. It goes without saying therefore that the region suffers from an acute 

dependence in export trade in order to stabilize its balance of payments. Characterized by 

the situation where almost all the states therein produce similar kind of products (primary 

products), not only are they compelled to battle on the international scene for the same 

market partners, but the possibility for a healthy regional trade is slim (Nanji and 

Munchiri, 2009). Comparing the figures for intra region trade in other parts of the world 

like MERCUSO, EU, and NAFTA for example, it is realized that most regional 

groupings maximize growth potential by encouraging trade amongst members. For 

example intra region trade in the EU is about 67%, surprisingly; this is however only 

matched only by a 13% in the SSA area. The reasons for this small volume of intra 

regional trade vary according to proximity, pre-colonial trade ties, tax treaties, language 

barriers, convertibility of currencies, over-dependence on the West (and lately the East as 

well), and to plain ignorance of the opportunities (Nanji and Munchiri, p3). 

We realize therefore that faced with the gruesome economic challenges and compelled by 

colonial structures, post independence SSA automatically adopted export led growth 

strategies in a bid to assuage raging poverty. Export led growth is a development strategy 

that has been employed with remarkable success in some parts of the world especially 

Asia thus creating the impression that it could have been a life line for most developing 

countries in search for a niche on the global economic scene (Theodore Cohn, 2008. 
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p339). However, its application in other parts of the world has been with mixed results as 

it is shown that the national realities of these countries and the specific products put on 

export are vital elements in understanding how export led growth strategy may lead to 

actual economic growth (Dani Rodrik, 2008).  Export led growth is a policy open to 

excessive volatility. Be it from reliance on international pricing mechanism, foreign 

competition and at times preferential and or discriminatory treatment in the market, 

subjection to both natural and human manipulations as in the case where natural disasters 

and corrupt political activity frustrates genuine economic strategies, we realize that the 

hinging of national development on such a policy is to say the least hazardous. Thus 

export led growth is liable to unintended yet devastating shocks (especially in the case of 

agricultural products) caused by changes in the global terrain which may lead to a decline 

in demand (Adetunji Babatunde and Dipo T. Busari, 2009. p3). 

Another policy was the Import Substitution Industrialization (ISI) which aimed at 

replacing industrial imports with domestically manufactured goods (Cohn, p214). Most 

countries in SSA adopted this policy with the goal of reducing the dependency on 

western countries for manufactured goods; they also wanted to increase a foot hold on the 

world market as they desired to increase their own production capacities. However, the 

adoption of ISI policies has not been completely successful. Infant industries needed a lot 

of protection to be able to compete in the world market. Not only was competition rife 

from well developed European firms, but the newly industrialized countries of Korea, 

China, and India posed a serious threat to SSA industries. Though this situation was 

understood and a great margin of trade protection encouraged in the immediate post 

independence period, recent calls for liberalization and Structural Adjustment Program 
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(SAP) conditions have completely opened up the economies of SSA.  Apart from this the 

adherence to ISI meant that SSA countries had to look up to western countries for 

machines and technology to set up industries. This did not only lead to negative balance 

of payments for the region but also gave access to foreign companies to establish 

themselves as key actors in the region (Cohn, p336).  

The post colonial trade regime has been marked by negotiations within the framework of 

General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT) and World Trade Organization (WTO) 

negotiations. These negotiations have invariably been championed by the wealthier 

industrialized nations of the north, while those of the south have only sought to get 

concessions. Despite continuous battling within GATT, less developed countries failed to 

get special and differentiated treatment desired under GATT until 1964 with the 

formation of UNCTAD (Cohn, p214). Having said that, the important thing to note about 

the post colonial trade regime for SSA is that; be it for export led growth or ISI, both 

options created the same negative impact on the regions terms of trade, either as a result 

of losing on advantages that could have been gained from transforming agricultural 

produce into finished produce or in the domain of importing machinery in exchange for 

raw materials. Value added in industrial transformation of raw materials say cotton to 

cloth and then cloth to t - shirts was lost as the region did not possess the technological 

ability to perform this. The balance of trade was therefore drafted at prices in a market 

that was highly unfavorable to the region and this was made ever worse by the fact that it 

had to resort to food importation (Davidson, p220). The information on the table below is 

a recent calculation of the terms of trade for SSA. This table indicates that even now 

when the WTO figures indicate that SSA trade is growing, on a global scale of 100, none 
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of the countries in the area have a rating above 20. The ratio of the export price index to 

the import price index measured relative to the base year 1980. A value of more than 100 

implies that the price of exports has risen relative to the price of imports. 

Terms of trade change Dec 2009-Dec 2010 
(as a percentage of 2009 GDP) 

Mauritania  15.95  
Benin  15.93  
Congo, Rep.  14.02  
Zambia  13.98  
Equatorial Guinea  13.74  
Gabon  10.95  
Mali  10.43  
Angola  9.18  
Burkina Faso  7.62  
Nigeria  5.96  
Guinea-Bissau  4.27  
Uganda  3.52  
Cameroon  3.14  
Chad  2.65  
Guinea  2.53  
South Africa  2.39  
Sudan  2.19  
Gambia, The  2.08  
Cote d'Ivoire  1.63  
Tanzania  1.50  
Mozambique  1.24  
Togo  0.97  
Swaziland  0.80  
Central African Republic  0.62  
Burundi  0.40  
Zimbabwe  0.35  
Niger  0.31  
Botswana  -0.33  
Ethiopia(excludes Eritrea)  -0.64  
Rwanda  -0.65  
Congo, Dem. Rep.  -0.73  
Namibia  -0.80  
Madagascar  -1.17  
Senegal  -1.29  
Ghana  -1.46  
Sierra Leone  -1.75  
Comoros  -1.86  
Source: Drawn from UNCTAD database 

The bottom line on trade is that though it has helped the region to acquire the benefits of 

comparative cost in production and has also served as a key source of foreign currency, it 
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has also gone a long way to accentuate the poverty condition thus opening up the region 

to more forms of direct external economic interference. 

3.2 Foreign Direct Investments and Multi National Corporations 

Another medium through which post colonial Africa has witnessed the interference and 

implication of outside forces in internal affairs has been through the activities of MNCs 

and also through direct business ventures perpetuated by other states. Generally, MNCs 

refer to firms that control productive asserts or capacities in two or more countries 

especially out of their original countries (Chon, p280). This kind of activity is most often 

motivated by the desire to take advantage of some unexplored or unexploited capacity in 

another country. Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) also comes in several ways. They may 

come as direct acquisition of business interest in a foreign country, a loan, grant, or any 

other form of development assistance granted to poorer countries. Their basic 

characteristic however is that it allows for the donor countries or institutions to possess 

some decision making rights within the economic ( and at times) political framework of 

the receiving country. 

The most common defense given by the supporters of MNCs and FDI has been the fact 

that these forms of economic intercourse provide valuable technological as well as 

financial impetus to local economies which are lacking in such. Furthermore it goes a 

long way to liberalize the economies and expose them to the benefits of international 

trade, giving access to higher quality products and introducing their products to better 

markets. Liberals have been quick also to highlight the fact that such a system stimulates 

efficiency and innovation through higher levels of competition (Chon, p280). However, 

despite the introduction of more refined managerial skills and market networks, historical 
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structuralist have been quick to identify and emphasize the predatory nature of FDI and 

MNCs, branding them as monopolist who overcharge, limit technological flows and 

enforce dependence. 

MNCs and FDI in general are always associated with the aims of exploration and 

exploitation of natural resources (Ludger Odenthal, 2001. p14). Going by UNCTAD, one 

of the key elements that motivate FDI apart from liberal economic policies is a general 

guarantee that profits can be made and easily repatriated (UNCTAD 1999b). Thus MNCs 

operate with the aims of making use of cheap labor or skipping tariffs especially in 

authoritarian regimes where they can easily mask atrocities committed against the 

environment and labor conditions (Chon, p283 & 291). This explains the sudden increase 

of FDI to Equatorial Guinea in recent years after the discovery of huge petroleum depots. 

In Nigeria, the 1995 decree No. 16 on the Nigerian Investment Promotion Commission 

and No. 17 on the Foreign Exchange Monitoring and Miscellaneous Program, 

safeguarding the repatriation of capital, foreign currency and dividends of any sort 

without prior government authorization greatly boosted the influx of FDI making her one 

of the highest recipients by 1997 to the tune of 1.5billion USD (Odenthal, p20). 

Again, the claim that FDI and MNCs are actually geared at the development of the 

poorest countries of the world (see Magnus Blomström and Ari Kokko, 2003. p1) and not 

at the profit making designs of the investors has been put to test by the volume of FDI 

received by the SSA in relation to other better of areas like Latin America and South East 

Asia or even between the richer countries of the north. In 2004, SSA accounted for only 

2.5% of global inward FDI compared to 14.4% which went to Asia (Chon, p291). SSA 

share of FDI dropped from 5% in 1970 to 1.8% in 1990 and further to 0.8% in 1999 – 
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2000. In general, Africa’s share of FDI reduced from 20% in 1970 to 5% in 2002 even 

though the amount of FDI inflows to developing countries increased from 20B USD to an 

average of 75B USD within the same time frame (Abdullahi et al, 2008. pp5&6). 

Furthermore, the evidence shows that these FDI was mostly directed towards the primary 

sector rather than the manufacturing or secondary, transformative sectors. Thus, 

contrarily to what would have been expected, we can see that the most impoverished 

region in the world did not receive the most economic boost desired through FDI. Rather 

traditional donors such as the US, UK and France preferred Latin America and Asia for 

their investments. Though this is quite reasonable in view of the protective policies 

adopted by SSA countries in decades after independence and the numerous civil wars that 

ensued during this period, it does belie the claim that FDI are aimed and intended for the 

benefit of developing countries. 

With this background therefore, the activities of MNCs and FDI in SSA has left much to 

be desired.  The post independence SSA economy being in dire need of capital and 

technological transfers has been inundated by these types of interference and the effects 

have been mixed. From the oil companies such as Shell, Exxon Mobil, through 

telecommunications services such as Orange, to the cross sector activities of the Chinese, 

a greater and I should say most profitable part of the economy of SSA is controlled by 

foreign actors.  

It is in this light that economist like Hyme and Kindleberger have challenged the 

comparative advantage of MNCs by emphasizing their oligopolistic character (Chon, p 

290). By benefitting from advanced technology and economies of scale, MNCs tend to 

crowd out and completely shut down local competition. This is possible as the smaller 
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national firms incur higher cost of production comparatively to the much bigger MNCs. 

Foreign investors have therefore taken over opportunities in food processing, beverages, 

textile and clothing.  In the same vein, MNCs have been faulted for using highly capital 

intensive technology which has the adverse effect of creating more unemployment in the 

economy.  Domestically produced clothing and manufactures in Ghana and South Africa 

are being displaced by Chinese products. Clothing, footwear and the electronics sectors in 

Zambia have all been undermined, while in Nigeria, Chinese imports have caused the 

loss of 350.000 jobs (Kaplinsky et al, 2008. p6). Though competition leads to innovation 

and improvement in style, domestic producers in Ethiopia for example report 28% have 

gone bankrupt while 32% have had to down size their activities due to Chinese activity. 

Over all, the region has witnessed an average scaling down of small and medium size 

enterprises from seven to four workers and forty one to seventeen respectively 

(Kaplinsky et al, p7).  

In the same dimension therefore, the weak economies of the SSA region have had to bear 

the burden of dumping of cheap and low quality produce from western industrialized 

economies on their markets. This has had the secondary effect of crowding out the local 

industries in this region and putting them out of business. This aspect of dumping is today 

highly perpetuated by Chinese interest. The Chinese have not only come in with their 

businesses and low quality products (hence the phrase “made in China for Africa” – what 

Kaplinsky and his co authors refer to as “cheap and appropriate”) they have also begun to 

import labor from China into SSA. Thus it is frequent to find Chinese in all activities, 

from hawking to carpentry, as almost all the transactions emanating from China taking 

place in the region are manned by Chinese staff. 
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However, what has been most decried has been the emasculation of economic 

sovereignty by MNCs and FDI. Partly encouraged by the obnoxious IMF and World 

Bank and other donor institutions conditionality to privatize state owned companies, 

more and more sectors of the SSA economy are falling under foreign control. In 

Cameroon for example, the electricity, water and even the airline company is owned by 

foreigners. (See 

http://www.fdi.net/documents/WorldBank/databases/plink/factsheets/cameroon.htm for 

full list of privatized companies). Another related issue has been the double standards 

with which these foreign companies operate on the SSA region especially with regards to 

environmental and health issue. While these companies apply all rules and regulations 

while operating in their home countries and in other western countries, the same is not 

true for their actions on the SSA area. A clear example can be found in the activities of 

Chevron and Exxon Mobil during the Chad – Cameroon Petroleum and Pipeline Project. 

Involving the drilling of 300 oil wells in Chad, extraction of 225,000 barrels of oil per 

day (peak production), and the construction of a 650-mile long pipeline through Chad and 

Cameroon, this project led to great environmental and health damage to the populations 

along the pipeline especially the aboriginal pygmies of the Equatorial Rain forest in the 

south east of Cameroon. However, despite the fact that great effort was taken to cater for 

the health needs of the workers, limited consideration was paid to the local population 

(Jurg Utzinger et al., 2005. p1). Again while we were able to see British Petroleum 

take care of damage off the Gulf of Mexico investing more that 500B USD in research on 

how to restore the gulf environment from effects of the oil spill, the pygmies and other 

endangered species that harbor the area along the pipeline were simply left to the mercy 
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of oil spills and related health hazards 

(http://www.bp.com/subsection.do?categoryId=9036577&contentId=7067610. visited 

April 18, 2011). Despite all these it is worth bearing in mind that the MNCs and FDIs 

work within a framework created and supposedly controlled by national authorities who 

should be able everything being equal, to set the rules of operation and ensure that such 

rules are respected. Why and how these situations are not controlled will be discussed at 

the end of this work. 

Putting this discussion on FDIs and MNCs into perspective, it is important for us to note 

that all has not been completely negative with the participation of these foreign entities in 

local economies. They have certainly provided a huge chunk of the capital and technical 

know how that is presently in place. However, this has not been enough. The major issue 

to decry about the participation of these agents therefore is the idea of profit repatriation. 

MNCs are most often ethnocentric, taking decisions, research and development in home 

countries and applying them abroad. Even where the MNCs are presented as stateless, the 

truth is that mostly citizens of rich western countries have accumulated the kind of capital 

as to run these firms. It goes without saying therefore that profits are still returned home 

even in the form of personal gains (Chon, p282). Thus while the element of liberalized 

trading on the global scene impoverished the region through the bias of unequal 

competition, that of FDI and MNC goes further in the same direction by enforcing capital 

repatriation from the region, making the region much vulnerable and desperate for 

sources of capital with which to engage in auto centric development.  
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3.3 International Debt and Aid Regime 

By the opening years of the 1980s the countries of the SSA region found themselves 

between a rock and a hard place. Desperation in terms of economic and social 

development was acute and there was increasingly no other way to go than return to the 

more developed countries for aid. This desperation was born out of certain circumstances 

that were not entirely of their own doing as it was a situation that ensnared the entire 

global economy at the time but then hit harder on the poorer countries. The inability of a 

state to balance its current accounts; that is foreign expenses in relation to home receipts, 

without resorting to borrowing, then not being able to service its debt or pay the capital 

results in a debt crisis (Chon, p155). The 1980 debt crisis which started from Mexico and 

spread across most of the countries in Latin America and Africa was a very crucial one. 

This is so because it hinged on the collapse of the entire international banking system 

controlled at the time by a few commercial banks in the rich and industrialized north. The 

seventeen commercial banks that were owed by the developing countries represented 

almost all of the international banking system and their collapse would have triggered 

dire consequences. Thus it was incumbent on the governments of the north to set up 

procedures to halt this crisis.  

The factors that instigated a global financial down turn in the 80s have been viewed from 

different angles by scholars. However, a consensus on these causes can be found in the 

issues of: declining trade, excess cash in commercial banks, reckless lending and over 

borrowing among others. One of the key elements that started the debt crisis was the 

increase in oil prices by OPEC which created enormous difficulties for non oil producing 

countries. Where as non oil producing countries were dying under the weight of 
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excruciating oil prices, the OPEC countries were having a field day in capital 

accumulation. Huge amounts of cash generated from these high oil prices were therefore 

saved in banks across Europe and America which soon found them strapped with too 

much cash. The immediate economic result was a decline in interest on loans as 

commercial banks desired to free themselves of this cash. Simultaneously, LDCs which 

had since 1973 found themselves forced to import both food and oil at higher prices due 

to increasing prices saw these money in the commercial banks and swooped for it. Thus 

overflow of cash from OPEC created a supply while plummeting prices of raw materials 

and rising prices of food created a demand for loans. The result of this double 

coincidence of wants was to say the least dramatic. The debt burden of LDC in general 

and those of SSA in particular rose at breakneck speed. By 1976, Zaire, Sudan and Sierra 

Leone were already into debt rescheduling. 

On the other hand, historical structuralists have attacked the western countries and 

commercial bank managers as being responsible for the global debt crisis due to what 

they describe as “reckless lending.” Found in a position where the main goal was 

probably to increase the flow of cash around the world and reduce the pile being stocked 

by OPEC countries, banks did not only reduce interest on loans, making it more 

appetizing to get a loan, they also gave out loans indiscriminately without assessing the 

viability of the borrowers (http://www.globalissues.org/article/29/causes-of-the-debt-

crisis).  

With stagnant growth and plummeting import, falling prices of raw material and 

depreciating terms of trade, increasing interest rates (set after 1982 by the banks in order 

to safe guard against other debt defaulters like Mexico), a 14.8% decline in private 
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consumption and a general atmosphere of worsening balance of payments, the debt 

situation in LDCs especially those in SSA spiraled out of control (Milton Iyoha, 1999. 

p1). Comparatively other regions were faring better: while China for example had a GDP 

of 8.2 and the new industrialized economies of East Asia had 6.3%, SSA could only 

manage a negative -2.3% until 1995 when it moved to 1.1%. It is not surprising therefore 

that 33 of the 41 indebted countries of the world come from SSA (Iyoha, p2). 

 The debt burden increased dramatically and geometrically sometimes without any 

borrowing at all. From 84B USD in 1980 to 190B USD in 1990, SSA debt burden 

reached record figures of 223B USD in 1995. Taken as a proportion of GDP, we realize 

that the debt burden alone covers more than half of the GDP of most countries in the 

region. With the highest debt levels in the world, more than half of the regions export 

earnings have been and are still being chewed away by debt servicing, making for a 

higher flow of capital from the region than to the region (Iyoha, p5). However, the real 

danger in the debt crisis is not felt as an effect of the borrowing as much as it is felt in the 

effects of trying to service the debt. Milton Iyoha has asserted that it would be erroneous 

to place the blame for a huge debt burden solely on the poor management of the 

borrowers causing their inability to pay, for as he puts it, debt increased even when no 

additional penny was borrowed for productive use. Debt rescheduling only postpones 

issues to be settled later at higher interest rates and this together with borrowing to repay 

old debts simply geometric increases in the debt burden. Between 1980 and 1995, debt 

servicing for the sub region rose from 6B USD to 12B USD in 1990 and then to 8BUSD 

in 1995 (Iyoha, p3).  
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The effects of this debt burden on the SSA economy as a whole cannot be over 

emphasized. The debt burden and attendant efforts to finance or service the debt did not 

only divert funds from the crucial issue of promoting development, it also created an 

unsavory image of the region in the eyes of business partners. This may explain the lower 

percentages of FDI into the region relative to other developing regions of the world. In 

the same direction, the debt situation exacerbates the unemployment dilemma of the 

region. Assessing the effectiveness of debt reduction strategies, historical structuralists 

again place emphasis on the third objective of this campaign which was to restore growth 

in debtor countries. They assert that this goal was wholly missed as creditor states and 

institutions implicated such as the IMF and WB focused rather on the first 2 objectives of 

restoring the international banking system which was under threat and seeing to the 

immediate payment capacities of debtor countries (Chon, 178). Thus more loans were 

given to repay old ones, enforcing the debt problem while the debtor countries continued 

to wallow in misery. 

Debt has not been the only way through which the SSA region has found itself harnessed 

to the wagon on international politico economic intervention. Another such avenue has 

been through the use of Aid. Global aid schemes have run amok in the region all in a bid 

to starve of the soul chilling effects of not only poverty but other social, political as well 

as natural occurrences. Aid comes into the region both from different sources and for 

different purposes. Organizations such as the UN (through its agencies), the EU (which is 

the highest aid donor), the OECD, IMF, WB, Paris Club; and individual countries such as 

China, France, Britain, and Germany are only a few who shower largess on the continent 
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either for humanitarian reasons or as development assistance. Yet, the question as to the 

effectiveness of this aid to alleviating the poverty canker worm still hangs in the air.  

Faced with the encumbering and debilitating conditions of famine, wars, natural disasters, 

debt and large scale stagnation, the SSA inevitably surrendered itself to the mercy of 

international donors who in all fairness could not stand back and watch. By the 1990s the 

region had become the highest recipient of aid and grant in the world receiving nearly 

600B USD between 1960 and 2007 (Stephen Armah and Carl Nelson, 2008. p1). 

However, figures alone cannot be used to get a complete picture of what aid and grants 

the region has received in the form of food supplies health care assistance and other such 

social provisions made by the developed countries in times of need. That not 

withstanding, the table below will give us a quick view of how international aid to the 

region has been growing steadily over the past decades without any supporting growth in 

GDP. 

Country 

Average growth 

(GNP) 1965 - 97 

IMF and WB 

credit 1980 

IMF and WB 

credit 1998 

Cameroon 1.4% 298 1050 

Cote d’Ivoire -0.9% 314 2279 

Ghana -0.9% 213 2990 

Nigeria 0.0% 554 2841 

Senegal -0.5% 156 1309 
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Zambia -2.0% 348 1628 

Malawi 0.5% 156 1568 

Kenya 1.3% 528 2364 

Ethiopia 0.5% 304 2279 

Sudan 0.2% 236 1232 

(Adapted from William Esterly, 2001 and 2002). 

Without much ado, the figures displayed on the table above show us as it would if we 

included all the SSA countries that aid and grant has gone up to rocket levels across the 

years without any significant improvement in poverty levels and country development 

goals. How then can we explain the dichotomy between the existence and continuous 

increase in inflows of aids and grant without any tangible results. 

Humphrey Orjiako in Killing Sub Saharan Africa with Aid argues that aid never goes to 

boost the investment budgets of developing countries, but rather is used to sponsor more 

consumption and welfare programs by recipient governments. 90% of aid goes into 

consumption rather than industry and this maybe as he says thanks to the fungibility of 

aid packages received (Humphrey Orjiako, 2001. p27. see also Armah and Nelsen, p9). 

This situation instead of sparking of indigenous long term growth rather creates an 

inclination towards dependency in the SSA region. The OECD affirms that as scale is 

being scaled up thanks to numerous mechanisms that have been put in place to ensure the 

effectiveness of the aid-growth policy, there is a huge tendency that this might enforce 
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the dependency of the region on aid related financing (Odenthal,p141). Let us not 

construe this as an attempt to downplay or sabotage the logic behind international aid 

programmes, however it must be emphasized that where ever aid (such as the Marshall 

Aid) has worked , it has been under expert technical control coupled with indigenous 

transparency and accountability. The same cannot be said for the EU which stands out as 

the number one donor of ODA to SSA, yet leaves the management of this aid to 

incompetent, illegitimate and unscrupulous government officials who rather use it to 

tighten their grip on power. 

Another requisite condition for the attainment of long term sustainable growth according 

to Muhammed Islam is the presence of a stable political environment with a clearly 

discernible system of government (Muhammed Islam, 2005. p1). Where as we all are 

aware of the chaotic conditions of government and governance in most SSA countries, 

one cannot help but wonder how the donor countries and institutions intended to attain 

desired growth for the aid granted. More so, conditions imposed on the governments in 

order to be granted aid are such as to increase social tension and turmoil rather than abate 

them. Aid donors have hardly considered the gravity of tight social conditions they place 

on the political life of recipient countries. Such stringent measures such as reduced 

wages, curtailing employment, and reduction of social services have a greater incidence 

on the poorer classes of society and at times leads to violence and human right abuses 

(Orjiako, p26). 

 Again, economic growth can only be certain in conditions where equitable income 

redistribution, rising wages, equal rights to employment, food security, access to 

education and social infrastructure are guaranteed (Orjiako, p24). By stifling and 
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curtailing government expenditure in the SSA area, donor conditions ipso facto took 

away the capacity for heavy investment which was already lacking in a region where the 

government has always been the highest employer. The problem that has led to persistent 

poverty and debt is probably the fact that the issues were not well defined from the onset. 

Efforts in IMF/WB solutions to the problems are mostly drafted towards curbing 

wastefulness instead of pursuing policies to create options for diversification. Thus, 

despite more than 15 years of IMF/WB near absolute economic management in SSA, 

almost all countries in the region still present annual budgets wherein the administrative 

budget runs way higher than the investment budget. 

A further way in which aid and grants are being used by donors to infiltrate the SSA 

economy is through the terms and agreements made with recipient countries before such 

aid is granted. Thomas Luu has asserted that Chinese aid is geared to serve its own 

purpose of getting to export raw material to China and sell Chinese products to the 

foreign countries. It is required that 50% of material to be used on construction in any 

Chinese financed project be from China (Kaplinsky et al., p2). Chon adds to this view by 

subscribing that development assistance disbursed to SSA in the form of aid and grants 

are actually loans with high interest rates which go a long way to enforce long lasting 

indebtedness of the region (Chon, p161). 

In a nutshell, the strategies employed by western bodies to manage the poverty situation 

in SSA either through loans or aid and the attendant Structural Adjustment Programmes 

(SAPs) employed to cure the malaise is what has actually put the region into the firm grip 

of western controllers. The capacity to enforce conditions, supported by the idea that the 

lender is allowed to place safeguards against future deficits and more borrowing is what 
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has given the IMF/WB and other institutions the capacity to inflict near ludicrous 

conditionalities on the region. Such conditions have also come to be mirrored in almost 

all aid, trade and loan negotiations between the north and the south especially where the 

south requires differentiation. An example is the EU- ACP agreements on Banana trade 

(Gordon Myers, Banana Wars. 2003). That not withstanding, even though the socio – 

economic interference of outside forces on the SSA region was already enormous, the 

region has also had to do with some political intervention from the more powerful forces 

in world politics. 

3.4 Political Intervention in Post Independence SSA 

Certainly such economic control as described above has not been without political 

consequences for the region. Though being of a more subtle nature than the economic 

intervention, many at times has the complicity or outright participation of outside forces 

been uncovered in the political life of more than one SSA state. This interference takes 

the face of military action on either government or opposition forces depending on the 

occasion and on the interest of the intervening party; the intrusion of international 

organizations such as the UN in electoral processes have also been known to raise 

eyebrows; ideological propaganda and action to spread influence as in the Cold War era. 

In order to understand the intricacies of political interference, one has to bear in mind the 

weak foundation of political independence acquired with decolonization, and also lay 

emphasis on the puppet nature of African leadership (Fanon, 1963).  

Robert Dibie in Politics and Policies in SSA, argues that the political condition of SSA 

can not only be measured by the colonial legacy, but can also be ascertained by the 

dualism that the characterizes the post independence political systems. He notes that, but 
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for Botswana, every other constitution in SSA is modeled upon either a European or 

American constitution. Without the mighty hand of the colonial master being actively at 

play here, we can still perceive a strong current of outside influence on day to day 

running of business. The only problem here being that the western system are not always 

inline with the traditional ones, it is taking quite a long time for the two to tangle and 

create an environment of genuine democracy in the region ( Robert Dibie, 2001. p31. see 

also Davidson, 2002). That neo patrimonial sentiments have resurfaced to plague the SSA 

region is ample proof of the fact that intervention had previously impeded the smooth 

process of nation building, creating in the stead of nation states independent in their own 

right, tribes and ethnicities with “unfortunately” considerable political loyalty still in the 

minds of the people. The result is that while the national framework controls the elements 

of power, strong underlying currents still persist at the ethnic levels to challenge such 

authority. Thus unlike the Scottish and Welsh peoples who went on to develop nations of 

their own, the Hausa and Ibo of Nigeria ended up as nothing but “tribes.” Where of we 

must suffer present political tension as groups defy the authority of the state (or national 

logic) in difference to localized ethnic affinities. Recent post electoral conflict in northern 

Nigeria where churches and property belonging to southerners was burnt to the ground  

explains to us that in a case where genuine nationhood is suppressed, post electoral 

conflict easily shifts from political to ethno – religious crisis, making room for 

retaliations that have nothing to do with election results but pure vendetta. 

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-13107867. April 18th 2011). Such constant 

hassles can only be changed by the passage of time and government policies and I dare 

say geo political reconfiguration.  
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This aside, the military presence of foreign forces in SSA and their involvement in 

political activities across the region can not be down played. Even at the dawn of 

independence, most of the new states remained tied to Europe and America or even 

Russia through military agreements negotiating training, arms supply and supply of 

intelligence. The cold war can be seen as the apex of foreign military involvement 

especially in Angola where Jonas Savimbi was communist and got support from Russia 

for his long lasting campaign against the western backed regime of Eduardo dos Santos. 

French troops are still stationed in almost all French former colonies under the guise of 

protecting French interest. Gabon, Cameroon and Cote d’Ivoire and Togo are but a few 

places where French troops have taken active part in local political business.  

However, the most important political damage to the region that has been widely decried 

has been the loss of sovereignty or the lack of complete autonomy in decision making. 

While SAPs have meant that almost all the decisions made by governments have been 

based on directives issued by the IMF/WB and other donor bodies, thus indicating a 

condition of incomplete autonomy, conditionalities in a general way have shown that the 

relationship is not one of equal partners but one between a weak and a strong actor, that is 

why one can be able to give conditions. Secondly the conditionlities mean that former 

colonies loose an element of their sovereignty to the donors as policies are dictated from 

outside. SSA states who aspire to attain any of the set goals laid out by the donor bodies 

(be it for HIPC or aid, loans etc), must succumb to quarterly or biennial control missions 

from the IMF and WB. This of course is glaring proof of the fact that national policies are 

being drafted and monitored by external forces, thus downplaying any claims to absolute 

sovereignty.  
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The summary of what we have tried to demonstrate in this chapter is that despite the 

attainment of independence most SSA states still remained glued to not only their former 

colonial masters but advertently or not got entrapped in the web of a global political 

economics. Whether this relationship has been as healthy for all parties as it could have 

been is a matter for another paper. However, what we have seen is that indeed a lopsided 

relationship exists between the two sides which may well be an explanation for the 

adverse conditions therein.  
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Conclusion 

It is always propitious to end an exercise such as this by revisiting the original objectives 

set out at the beginning so as to be sure that the questions we set out to answer have been 

addressed. Our main objective in this work was to explain the rampant poverty in SSA 

within the framework of diminished or better still incomplete sovereignty. We also set 

out in the same direction to express the view that the much emphasized notion of non 

intervention in IR theory is nothing but a myth as IR practice resonates with proof of 

intervention in almost all levels of life. However, we can not completely blame the 

problems of SSA on outside forces. Also, questions can be asked as to why the level of 

poverty in SSA is so persistent and unyielding despite the fact that other former colonized 

regions of the world (such as the Americas and SE Asia) have since broken the barriers of 

underdevelopment or are at least making forward movements. 

In our survey of the concepts of sovereignty, we have come across elements such as 

autonomy, equality and self determination. These are put forth as three basic elements a 

community of people must posses in order to attain complete statehood. In view of this 

therefore, while we can looking at the empirical data displayed assert that the elements of 

sovereignty have never been completely enjoyed by the SSA region in the past two to 

three hundred years, is it enough to instigate the notion that this dissipation of sovereign 

capacity is responsible for the poverty in the area. Certain key comparative questions 

come to mind: is the SSA the only area in the world to have gone through the 

predicament of colonial and post colonial intervention, why has the region remained 

locked in the doldrums of poverty while other regions with similar histories have moved 

on; is there any indigenous responsibility for the poverty in the region?  
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These first set of questions can be answered by looking closer at the colonial regime and 

what it entailed for those who had to manage its aftermath. The first thing to note when 

looking at the colonial structures across the world is to quickly recognize the difference 

between settler and non settler colonies. This distinction is super important because it has 

complete bearing on the structures and agents that acted on the respective colonies. 

Settler colonies are those wherein the colonial masters took delight and actually 

considered as home. This as opposed to the non settler colonies which were rather 

considered as just a place of work or area of occupation. The importance here is that 

while the settler colonies received much more worthy social and economic attention and 

thus investments from the colonial masters, the non settler colonies maintained their 

status as strictly zones of exploitation and occupation. Examples abound the world over; 

the Americas, Australia, Southern Rhodesia or present day Zimbabwe, South Africa and 

New Zealand to name a few. In such places the idea was rather to settle than to exploit. 

The imperial business was carried out by a large group of arriving aliens who even 

though fewer than the indigenes gained control of the area through treaties and superior 

skills. The key issue to emphasize here is that while the non settler colonies received little 

attention in the form of social and economic infrastructure, the settler colonies got plenty 

of this, as it was aimed to satisfy the white population which had taken up permanent 

residence. Furthermore, settler colonies were choice environments free of diseases such 

as malaria and generally benefitting from temperate climates similar to those back home 

in Europe (Sambit Bhattacharyya, April 2007, p4. see also Kohn, p203). In a nutshell, 

settler colonies ended up more developed and advanced than non settler colonies as more 

technological, educational and economic investments was carried out by the settlers who 
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did not consider themselves as colonialist but rather as independent from the mother 

country. 

Another remark we can make about post colonial development if we are to compare with 

happenings in other parts of the world would be centered on the question of choice. What 

were the options open to post colonial states in SSA and can these options be likened to 

those enjoyed by other regions? We realize that the post colonial SSA structure was 

immediately sucked into the framework of globalization where it had to grapple with 

stronger competitors from outside and internal unpreparedness. This is not in anyway an 

attempt to criticize globalization or any form of global or regional unification, however, it 

goes to the terms and conditions under which parties agreed to be part of such 

movements. We realize that even in the face of strong currents such as Europeanization, 

Norway, Sweden and other countries have refused to succumb to the Euro. This is a 

mighty show of sovereignty and national self determination on the part of countries that 

are certain of their capacity to survive without leaking the boots of anyone. I bet such 

cannot be replicated by any SSA country in the face of enormous trans-national 

pressures. The strain of dependency is too high to allow for autonomous, self protecting 

decision making. The absence of choices is what has pushed most poverty stricken 

countries to succumb to gruesome conditionalities placed on loans and grants by wealthy 

countries and international bodies, most often at the detriment of local populations. 

Another key theme in this work has been that of poverty in the SSA and the different 

instruments that have been used both by the SSA leadership and outside bodies in a bid to 

assuage the situation. Also, one of the key questions to be answered herein was whether 

the absence of sovereignty was the raison d’être for poverty or if the blame could be 
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located elsewhere. In this direction, though we have seen enormous proof that SSA was 

dealt a vicious hand by colonial and post colonial global political economic policies, we 

can not completely absorb the indigenous leadership of its own shortcomings. Most of 

SSA’s political leadership in the years since independence has been as illegitimate as it 

has been ineffective. From dictators to military regimes, countries amply endowed with 

natural resources have seen these resources go to waste due to the inability of their 

leaders to map out meaningful projects geared at long term development. African leaders 

have been noted for their propensity to sponsor huge and spectacular projects aimed at 

personal glorification with little or no direct impact on the economic betterment or their 

populations. Examples of such “white elephant projects” abound especially in the fields 

of sports and tourism, airlines that could not support competition but were created just for 

national pride. The SSA leadership fell into the trap described by Fanon in “Pitfalls of 

National Consciousness”. The trap of letting personal aggrandizement surpass the greater 

good of the masses, the trap of failing to transmit the benefits of a long and bloody 

independence struggle into tangible benefits for all and finally the trap of moving into the 

easy and cozy shoes vacated by the former colonial administration without ensuring the 

means required for a long term transition of their newly acquired states into self sufficient 

entities. Furthermore, these politicians have crippled their economies with the scandalous 

levels corruption, misappropriation and expatriation of what would have been useful 

investment capital.  

The ineptitude of this African leadership decried above has also been manifested in the 

political and economic solutions they have used to fight poverty in the SSA region. 

Whether or not it might have been possible to circumvent the present situation is a matter 
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of sheer conjecture; however the fact remains that most of SSA is heavily indebted and or 

mortgaged to foreign ownership. Loans have been negotiated with international 

organizations in sums payable over hundreds of years. This simply tells us that for a 

longer time to come than we can imagine, the SSA region is going to be at the mercy of 

international arbitrators with regards to its economic policies. More so, the resources of 

the region have been in most cases mortgaged to foreign companies with the capacity to 

explore and exploit such resources while local governments rely on spill over percentages 

from the profits declared by such companies. This goes to say that not only is the region 

indebted to the world, its wealth and consequently long term development has been taken 

from its control. There are two ways to explain this: first it is either the inability of the 

indigenous leadership to develop its technology as to be able to harness and exploit 

resources on its own and second, the refusal of western bodies to transfer this technology 

to the area. This is exactly where the development process in SSA has gotten stuck. 

Millions of tons of farm produce (especially fruits and vegetables) are let to waste either 

on the farms or in market places simply due to the lack of technology required to process 

these goods for future consumption. Packaging and freezing processes are so shockingly 

absent that items are either left to waste in the farms unharvested or abandoned at market 

places during periods of peak production (which incidentally lowers prices). The 

multiplier effect of not having technology for primary product transformation is great as 

we saw in chapter three. Yet the question one should ask is why the transfer of 

technology has not been possible to SSA as it has been to other parts of the world like S. 

E Asia and Latin America.  
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Another way to look at the failure level in SSA is through the political and politico 

economic policies adopted by the leaders. We realize that gambits such as the AU (a 

mimic of the EU) or NEPAD are but lofty ideas aimed at satisfying donor bodies through 

talk about good governance and gender equality while not making adequate provision for 

sustainable development through promotion of indigenous technology. Africa’s political 

leadership rushed to emulate the EU model without having even succeeded in galvanizing 

total support and collaboration within the sub regional associations such as CEMAC and 

ECOWAS. 

Despite all these shortcomings on the part of the SSA leadership, it is not still sufficient 

for us to put the blame for poverty on their heads. Rather, what this work has opened to 

us is that, for the past fifty years of post colonial rule as in the past hundred to two 

hundred years of western intervention, the SSA economy has been commandeered by 

extraneous forces. Such forces have managed and continue to indirectly pull the strings of 

SSA politico economic destiny to the result that poverty levels are rising, and the poorer 

classes of society are left to bear the brunt.  

There is also the effect of natural causes that could have been used to explain the extreme 

dimensions of poverty. Desertification in Chad, Sudan and many other countries, 

droughts in Ethiopia, diseases such as cholera, river blindness and not to talk of 

HIV/AIDS and Malaria which have taken up home in the region, have all taken a toll on 

the economic potential of the region. However for the purpose of this paper such 

elements have stayed mute. Not only because we as humans may not control natural 

occurrences, but because they may rather indirectly indict the interventionist forces (on 
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issues not of their doing) further as their superior skills and ability have not done much to 

cushion the effects of these pandemics. 

On the other hand, there is also the question of what theoretical conclusions can be drawn 

from this work in relation to the study of IR. We started this exercise with notions of 

realism, liberalism and Marxism in our minds. However having gone through the layers 

of empirical material a short analysis may warrant the introduction of other theoretical 

viewpoints. This is not to say that the theories applied so far are exactly inadequate to 

explain this topic but rather to point out that they may still leave us short of certainty in 

the current scenario. For example, even though the Marxist angle strongly replicates the 

notions of imperialism mentioned herein, it still lives us lacking as to the dependency and 

near inextricable position in which the periphery (as some will call it) or poor countries 

now find themselves. This however can be explained if we include elements of historical 

structuralism to the events. It is through this way that we can explain the idea of 

structural lock- ins, built in the colonial era and which have stubbornly refused to budge. 

Furthermore, this way of looking at the issues allows us see beyond the anarchical 

perspective of imperial exploitation that we will be exposed to if we chose to solely look 

at the realist perspective. The liberalist / free trade ideal would have been a proper way to 

explain things if it could cover for the huge differences created by years of dominance, 

the gap created by backwardness and lack of technical ability. Using the word 

competition in the present global economic dispensation is probably the biggest fallacy 

our contemporary intellect can conjecture, for there is no way we can conceive a 

competitive environment between countries such as Britain and the USA that 

industrialized in the 18th century on vast reserves of slave labour, raw material deposits 
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and markets and have developed their capacities over the years with newly industrializing 

countries which enjoy non of these exclusive advantages (Kohn, 215). 

 No amount of free trade or tariff reduction can equate the competition between 

manually grown crops from SSA and machine (+ government subsidized) EU or US 

crops. Therefore, debt relief or cancellation may go a long way to reduce the incidence 

of poverty and underdevelopment, free trade and liberalization may add to favorable 

opportunities but the real solution to SSA’s development lies in industrialization. The 

capacity to produce and transform basic raw materials and consumer goods on a large 

scale and process them with adequate technology is the key to development and also to 

the reduction of the gap between the north and the south. 

In all these therefore, what is the correlation between sovereignty or the absence of it and 

the rampant underdevelopment in SSA. Can we for a fact say that SSA has remained 

underdeveloped because of the absence of autonomy in decision making; can we assert 

without any doubts that poverty is a result of intervention in national (in this case 

regional) affairs? To answer in the affirmative will be exaggerating. Despite the daunting 

evidence we have come up against it is still difficult to pin the blame of poverty on 

interference as we have seen that there are a lot of forces at play both human and natural 

which could assume the blame for underdevelopment. However, what we can say with 

certainty and in correlation with empirical material presented so far is that even 

though interference cannot be held responsible for poverty and that the absence of 

sovereignty is not tantamount to underdevelopment, the nature and inclination of 

intervention in SSA has in most cases been dubious and has been a major catalyst in 

the growth of underdevelopment. Otherwise it is difficult to explain why the area is still 
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condemned to rudimentary agricultural techniques while the rest of the world or at least 

that part of the world with which it is in business, possesses the best technology on the 

planet.  

This last statement even though seemingly very neutral is packed full of normative 

questions and brings us to the final issue of this work. That of normative considerations 

in IR as a whole with particular attention to intervention in SSA. Why has the 

international community looked askance at the vast levels of intervention taking place in 

SSA? Despite the legal bases for non intervention being enshrined in the UN Charter 

article 2.4, covering all forms of intervention, very little attention has been paid to forms 

of economic imperialism in studies of IR (Mark Amstutz, 2008.p119 to 120). This is 

basically for two reasons: firstly the laws against intervention are considered to be on 

hold in matters pertaining to humanitarian intervention such as in cases of famine etc 

which are then covered by moral obligations rather than legal ones (Amstutz, p127). 

Humanitarian intervention challenges the legal right to sovereignty and the moral right to 

self determination. However, this is justified because it is intended to stabilize and create 

order and also to save lives. Secondly, intervention in SSA is internationally condoned 

due the fact that the SSA leadership is itself responsible for seeking out this intervention. 

This is done in the form o appeals made to donor bodies and western countries for aid 

and help. According to Jackson, it becomes pivotal that to ascertain and guarantee the 

attribute of self determination and sovereignty, a state be given or posses the capacity to 

ensure its own survival, sustainability and long term development. Without these, it 

invariably falls back into the throes of servitude (Jackson, p212).  
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Thus the ethical claim to non intervention is blown away by moral and practical 

considerations by both those who intervene and those who seek intervention. I am not 

particularly against intervention in SSA affairs as it may seem. The level of political and 

economic injustice suffered by the masses in the area is wanton and shocking. A simple 

example for your consideration again; since 1906, Ghana has been amongst the first 5 

producers of coffee in the world but there is nothing the Ghanaian farmers and local 

populations can show for it in terms of life style or social benefits. The conclusion is that 

either the benefits are transferred elsewhere (as during colonial rule) or have been 

hijacked by a few (neo colonial stooges). The international community must come out of 

its cocoon and take positive steps to safe face and protect the interest of the masses. In as 

much as the international community wants to present itself as the standard bearer of 

normative values such as freedom, non intervention, human rights etc, it must revisit 

the African situation. Advocacy for an international development law that promotes 

non reciprocity and seeks to eliminate the current bias in international economic 

transactions be it in trade, banking or debt must be considered. Intervention in itself 

cannot be wholly condemned as recent happenings in Cote d’Ivoire and Libya have 

proven. The world has the capacity to see evil and stump it out yet cynical considerations 

have most often sidetracked good will. If there is going to ne intervention, let it be 

positive and legitimate both in motive and results. 
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