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Liberalizations of infrasystems have fundamentally changed the prerequisites for 
planning and management of systems, but this is not the only challenge that has 
emerged. Stagnation, saturation, climate change and aging systems are all posing 
new challenges. The older systems were typically developed in a period characterized 
by public ownership, supply orientation and network growth.  New prerequisites are 
placing older systems under new pressures. 

This dissertation focuses on an infrasystem that epitomizes these challenges and 
new prerequisites; the district heating systems in the Stockholm region. The thesis (and 
the four included papers), present a system that has developed through strong regional 
cooperation, in which individual systems were interconnected to create regional systems.  
Following the liberalization of the energy market, cooperation was severely impacted.  
The effects of which could be seen in the district heating market with a concentration 
of ownership, price rises and an increase in organizational distance between actors in 
the region.  District heating is an old system in a new era, demanding a new order in 
infrasystem planning and management.

Dick Magnusson is a researcher at the Department of Thematic Studies – Technology 
and Social Change at Linköping University. This is his Ph.D. thesis.  
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