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Specific machines furnish the contemporary socio-technical imaginary: ‘Robot compan-
ions’ that supposedly herald the age of robots, an age that is signified by the realization 
of robot technologies that are taking over labor from humans in every sphere of ‘everyday 
human lives’. How do we want these robot companions to work and look and how do we 
want to live with these machines?

This thesis explores the engineering of relating humans and machines in the spe-
cific context of contemporary robotics from a queer feminist technoscience per-
spective. The ways in which such engineering processes implement ‘human-like-
ness’ in realizing the figure of the robot companion are of special concern. At the 
heart of this study is one robot model: Armar, developed at the Institute for An-
thropomatics and Robotics at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. Participating 
in the local everyday practices of establishing the efficient robot-human interface 
in the kitchen laboratory, this study investigates the ways in which Armar is made 
domestic as a prospective care service provider and companion in the kitchen.

This study applies a posthumanist frame of research to investigate the practic-
es of making anthropomatic kitchen robots. It employs an understanding of this 
making in terms of ‘performing the kitchen’. This further entails querying the 
ways in which norms of ‘humanness’ are translated into the human-like robot 
as well as the idea of pre-figured embodied entities with individual properties 
that meet in the laboratory. Thus, this thesis maps the labors and reciprocities of 
learning to see and experience this specific robot model as a future human-like 
companion for humans by analyzing the apparatuses of bodily co-production be-
tween human and machine that are at work in the kitchen laboratory.
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