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GENERAL INFORMATION 
ACSIS – Advanced Cultural Studies Institute of Sweden – is a national centre for trans-
national cultural studies. It has been established by Linköping University in order to develop 
advanced research and higher education in the field of interdisciplinary cultural studies in 
Sweden. It serves as a national resource for exchange between disciplines, universities, count-
ries and intellectual currents, striving to develop diversified networking between Swedish cul-
tural research and the transnational field of cultural studies. ACSIS was established early in 
2002 as an independent unit within Linköping University. The centre is administratively con-
nected to the Department for Studies of Social Change and Culture (ISAK). Its linking, 
driving and quality raising tasks are realized through programs for visiting scholars, research, 
publications, seminars, conferences, PhD courses and various forms of networking. The 
national character of ACSIS is guaranteed by a board of members chosen by all Swedish 
universities and a chair appointed by the Vice-Chancellor of Linköping University. Activities 
are headed by a director appointed by the rector.  

Board 
ACSIS is headed by a board consisting of one member chosen by each Swedish university 
and a chair appointed by the rector of Linköping University. The board has regular meetings 
twice a year and actively engages in promoting the ACSIS goals and activities. 
• Chair: Professor and former Director of the Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation 

(Riksbankens Jubileumsfond) Dan Brändström (2007-); succeeding Prof.Em. Inge 
Jonsson (2003-2006). 

• Göteborg University: Professor of Musicology Alf Björnberg (2006-); succeeding Profes-
sor of Literature Lisbeth Larsson (2003-06, thereafter deputy board member). 

• Karlstad University: Professor of Media and Communication Studies André Jansson 
(2009-); succeeding Professor of Media and Communication Studies Robert Burnett. 

• Linköping University: Professor at the department of Water and Environmental Studies 
Bengt Erik Eriksson (2009-); succeeding Professor at the Department of Culture Studies 
Peter Aronsson (2003-2006). 

• Lund University: Professor at the Department of Arts and Cultural Sciences Tom O´Dell 
(2009-); succeeding Professor of Ethnology Orvar Löfgren. 

• Mid Sweden University: Associate Professor of English Anders Olsson (2006-). 
• Stockholm University: Associate Professor of Ethnology Lotten Gustafsson Reinius 

(2009-); succeeding Professor of Social Anthropology Helena Wulff. 
• Umeå University: Professor of Ethnology Britta Lundgren; deputy member Associate Pro-

fessor of Literature Anders Öhman (2006-). 



 

• Uppsala University: Professor of Economic History Maths Isacson; deputy member Asso-
ciate Professor of Ethnology Birgitta Meurling (2006-). 

• Linnaeus University: Professor of History Gunlög Fur (2005-); succeeding Professor of 
Sociology Mats Trondman (2003-05). 

• Örebro University: Professor of History Christina Carlsson-Wetterberg (2008-); succeed-
ing Professor of Swedish Language Per Ledin (2005-08) and Professor of Education Bernt 
Gustavsson (2003-05). 

Staff 
The Director and initiator of ACSIS is Johan Fornäs, Professor at the Department of Culture 
and Communication at Södertörn University. The administrative assistant 2004-06 was PhD 
student Helene Egeland, followed 2006-2007 by PhD student Ann Werner, spring 2007 PhD 
Sofia Seifarth and from autumn 2007 Martin Fredriksson, PhD at Tema Q. Between Septem-
ber 2008 and June 2009 the post as assistant was shared between Martin Fredriksson and 
Andreas Nyblom, PhD at Tema Q. During Fredriksson’s absence from 1 October 2011 to 30 
June 2010, Johanna Dahlin and Sofia Lindström (both PhD students at Tema Q) assist with 
administrative tasks. 
The conferences have been organised by PhD Bodil Axelsson, Lecturer at Tema Q and the 
Masters Programme for Culture and Media (KSM) (2005 and 2007), PhD Sofia Seifarth at 
Tema Q and head of research at the Museum of Work (2007), Andreas Nyblom (2009) and 
Johanna Dahlin, PhD student at Tema Q (2011). In addition to this PhD student Andreas 
Gunnarsson, Tema Q, and MA student David Cardell, KSM assisted the conference organi-
sers in 2007.  
ACSIS can be reached at the following addresses: 

ACSIS/Tema Q, ISAK, Linköping University, SE-60174 Norrköping, Sweden 
www.acsis.liu.se  
• Johan Fornäs, +46-703-402242, johan.fornas@sh.se 
• Martin Fredriksson, martin.fredriksson@liu.se 



 

ACTIVITIES 2011 
Board and administration 
In January 2010 Johan Fornäs left his position as professor at Linköping University for a 
new job at Södertörn University College. He will eventually leave his post as director of 
ACSIS to the new Tema Q professor who is expected to assume office in spring 2012. As a 
temporary solution Fornäs remains director with 10% employment at ACSIS until June 2012, 
to facilitate the transition.  
In June 1 the post as coordinator, held by Martin Fredriksson, was transformed from a tem-
porary assignment to a permanent post of up to 70% of a full time employment. Between 
January and September Fredriksson worked 50% for ACSIS (including 20% for Culture 
Unbound). From October 1 to June 30 2012, he has taken leave of duty from his job for 
ACSIS to be visiting Scholar at MIT in Boston and during that period he will only work 20% 
for Culture Unbound. 
Between September 2010 and June 2011 Johanna Dahlin was employed part time as 
organiser for ACSIS’ conference, “Current Issues in European Cultural Studies” that took 
place in June 2011. During Fredriksson’s 9 months absence from October 2011 to June 2012, 
Dahlin and Sofia Lindström will with shifting part-time employments stand in to assist with 
administrative tasks. Both of them are PhD Candidates at Tema Q. 
Board meetings were held on February 18 and November 24. The mandate of the board 
would have expired at the end of 2011 but to ensure stability during the coming period of 
transition the board decided to prolong the mandate for all board members with one year, until 
the end of 2012. In November a number of members of the board (Brändström, Eriksson, 
Meurling, Jansson and Lundgren plus Fornäs) visited Vienna to discuss possibilities for future 
collaborations and meet with Helga Nowotny, Gottfried Wagner and Roman Horak. 

Finances 
For 2011 the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Linköping University contributed a annual 
amount of 674 000 SEK to ACSIS. Apart from general funding, this also included directed 
funding for the local task of stimulating and coordinating information about cultural research 
at Linköping University, and for the publication of the journal Culture Unbound.  
In addition to the regular funding the faculty also contributed 50 000 SEK to the conference 
Current Issues in European Cultural studies. Riksbankens Jubileumsfond supported the 
conference with 400 000 and the Wenner Gren Foundations with 70 000. The conference also 
generated approximately 297 000 SEK in conference fees. 
The Wenner Gren Foundations also supported ACSIS with a grant of 12 000 for visiting lec-
turers, regarding professor Mark Gottdiener’s visit in June. The Swedish Foundation for In-
ternational Cooperation in Research and Higher Education (STINT) granted 400 000 to finan-
ce the exchange project “Culturalisation and Globalisation” with Centre for Cultural Research 
(CCR) at the University of Western Sydney. 
As result of a letter from the ACSIS Board Chair Dan Brändström and the Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Bo Hellgren, five Swedish universities (Göteborg, Karlstad, 
Linné, Lund and Umeå) have given a contribution of 50 000 SEK each to ACSIS, adding up 
to 250 000 SEK. 



 

Over the year ACSIS thus received 724 000 SEK from Linköping University and 1 429 000 
SEK in external funding, which testify to the impressive success of our activities. 

Visiting Scholars 
ACSIS has a programme for visiting scholars that allows distinguished and innovative re-
searchers to take active part in its intellectual and networking activities, interplaying with on-
going research, courses, seminars and workshops, often in co-operation with other university 
units. Visiting scholars may be of three kinds: visiting professors, postdocs and PhD students. 
These often have their own external funding, but in some cases ACSIS has been able to raise 
funding to support such visits. ACSIS offers office space with great opportunities to take part 
in the expanding local environment for cultural research, as well as access to its wide national 
and international networks. 
ACSIS had two visiting Scholars in 2011. From March to August Stuart Burch, Senior Lec-
turer at Nottingham Trent University and part of the project “Nordic Spaces” conducted at 
Tema Q, was a visiting scholar at ACSIS. In June Mark Gottdiener, professor of Sociology 
at University of Buffalo and internationally renowned urban sociologists, spent two weeks in 
Norrköping. In addition to this Dr. James Arvanitakis from the Centre for Cultural Research 
(CCR) in Sydney paid ACSIS a more informal visit for two weeks in June when he, among 
other things, assisted us as a functionary at the conference. 
Arvanitakis has earlier taken part in the project Culturalisation and Globalisation: a four-year 
STINT-funded exchange program between ACSIS/ Tema Q and above mentioned CCR at the 
University of Western Sydney. The events for 2011 were entirely held in Sydney and seven 
employees at Tema Q visited CCR in April and November. Participants were Bodil 
Axelsson, Johanna Dahlin, Kosta Economou, Martin Fredriksson, Peter Aronsson, 
Marit Johansson and Sofia Lindström. 

Conferences 
In June 15-17 2011 ACSIS arranged its fourth Cultural Studies Conference, this time as an in-
ternational conference on the subject “Current Issues in European Cultural Studies”. The 
conference picked up the thread from the Inter-conference of 2007 and it aimed to provide an 
updated inventory of main issues in European cultural studies today, covering cross-European 
topics and trends as well as regional developments in East, West, South, North and Central 
Europe. Some 250 participants from 27 different countries took part. The conference included 
34 parallel sessions covering a wide range of subjects such as “Placemaking”, “National 
identities”, “Feminist cultural studies” and “Museum research”. The conference proceedings 
including 60 papers have recently been published at Linköping University Electronic Press: 
www.ep.liu.se/ecp_home/index.en.aspx?issue=062. 

Seminars 
ACSIS also organises interdisciplinary seminars for cultural studies, often in co-operation 
with other departments and built around visiting scholars. These are often extended to half- or 
whole-day workshops with a handful of foreign and domestic speakers. 
On May 25 ACSIS’ visiting scholar Stuart Burch gave a seminar on the subject The Museum 
and the Parasite: An Alternative History of Moderna Museet in Norrköping. Our second visit-
ing scholar, Mark Gottdiener, gave two seminars entitled Theming and Urban Development 



 

(through the Dual Lenses of Lefebvrian Urbanism and Socio-Semiotics), at Södertörn Univer-
sity and Linköping University, campus Norrköping, on June 7 and 9. 
As a part of the STINT-exchange, two workshops were arranged at CCR in Sydney where the 
Swedish participants presented their research. The first one was held in April on the subject 
Tourism. Mobility, Space and it included presentations by Russell Staiff (CCR), Garth L. 
Lean (CCR); Bodil Axelsson (Tema Q); Martin Fredriksson (ACSIS); Shanna Robin-
son (CCR); Kosta Economou (KSM); and Johanna Dahlin (Tema Q). The second was held 
in November on the theme Knowledge/Culture/Social Change, featuring Peter Aronsson 
(Tema Q); Kosta Economou (KSM); Marit Johansson (Tema Q); and Sofia Lindström 
(Tema Q). 

Information and Publications 
ACSIS is keeping a constantly growing and increasingly diversified website which works like 
a useful portal, with links to other sites as well as extensive information on visiting scholars, 
PhD courses and conferences. Apart from the website ACSIS also hosts a mailing list for 
cultural research in Sweden which serves as an important forum for a great variety of up-
coming events. Since 2009 ACSIS has also had a Facebook group that provides information 
on coming ACSIS events to its more than 200 members. In 2011 this was also complemented 
by a Twitter identity. 
When the Faculty of Arts and Sciences at Linköping University developed a new website for 
research ACSIS took responsibility for providing and coordinating information on cultural 
research at Linköping University. This website was launched in the spring of 2011. 
In the autumn, conference proceedings including some 60 papers from the “Current Issues in 
European Cultural Studies” conference were published by LiU E-Press 
(www.ep.liu.se/ecp_home/index.en.aspx?issue=062). 
The journal Culture Unbound: Journal of Current Cultural Research, published by 
ACSIS, Tema Q and Swedish Cultural Policy Observatory (SweCult), has attracted many new 
authors over the year. So far, 23 articles and three thematic sections have been published in 
2011: “Fashion, Market, Materiality” edited by Therése Andersson; “Creativity Unbound: 
Policies Government and the Creative Industries” by Can-Seng Ooi and Birgit Stöber; and 
“Exhibiting Europe” by Stefan Krankenhagen. A fourth thematic section entitled “Shanghai 
Moderne: The Future in Microcosm?” edited by Justin O’Connor and Xin Gu will be publish-
ed in December. The inflow of articles increased significantly after the conference in June and 
we now have many promising articles and interesting thematic sections in pipeline for 2012. 


