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Abstract  

This thesis explores different perceptions of post-war safety in Sri Lanka. This is conducted 

through examining the "transnational gap" between the Tamil diaspora and local residents in the 

North and East. The State of Sri Lanka has mainly prioritized a "Victor’s Peace" through material 

infrastructure and territorial consolidation. This clearly aligns with the "Freedom from Want" 

pillar of human security. This focus on physical development fails to foster a comprehensive 

sense of safety.   

The study applies a dual framework of Social Constructivism and Human Security.  And the 

research utilizes qualitative semi-structured interviews and secondary data. It enables the study 

to analyze how safety is socially constructed and lived by the Tamil Community. 

The findings of the study reflect that the local residents do acknowledge material improvements. 

However, their narratives signify that they continue to face challenges related to "Freedom from 

Fear". These include persistent military surveillance, institutional exclusion, and unresolved land 

disputes. When considering the diaspora’s perception, the study revealed that it’s often "frozen" 

in the collective trauma of the 2009 conflict. In addition, their perceptions are also reinforced by 

advocacy-orientated media that filter ground-level changes.  

Ultimately, the study argues that true post-war safety requires a shift from securitization to a 

guarantor of rights. And it finally concludes that safety is indivisible from dignity and equal 

citizenship. Moving beyond monitored stability towards a shared national consciousness requires 

dismantling the structural residues of conflict. 
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION 
 

 

1.1 Background of the study 
 

Sri Lanka is an island which is known as the pearl of the Indian Ocean. It is a multi-ethnic island 

State situated in South Asia, marked by a long history of ethnic, political, and linguistic divisions. 

The country consists of four ethnic groups, namely the Sinhalese majority, the Tamil minority and 

the Muslim and Burgher communities. Sri Lanka remained under British rule until 1948, when 

independence was gained through the collective efforts of leaders from these diverse ethnic 

backgrounds. 

Following independence, escalating institutional and political divisions between the Sinhalese-

dominated State and the Tamil minority culminated in a protracted civil war that lasted nearly 

three decades. This conflict, fought primarily between the Sri Lankan government and the 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), concluded in 2009 (Athukorala and Jayasuriya, 2015, p. 

31). Even though this civil war formally ended in 2009, its social, political, and psychological 

consequences continue to shape everyday life for affected communities. 

During the post-war period, the State promoted various narratives of stability, development, and 

national security to re-establish the peace across the whole country. In this context, the State 

acts as a primary actor that utilizes institutional development to anchor these official claims. 

However, for many in the Tamil community living in the former conflict-affected regions, post-

war safety remains a complex and contested issue. The main reason is that these regions did not 

experience a clear transition to peace. And that the post-war environment has experienced 

continued military presence, surveillance, political mistrust, and lingering fear. Safety, in this 

context, is not solely defined by the absence of armed conflict but by the extent to which 

individuals and communities feel secure in their daily lives. 
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And parallel to these domestic realities, many large Tamil diaspora communities emerged post 

war in many other countries, such as the United Kingdom and Canada, as a result of displacement 

during the war (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 2). Furthermore, these communities tend to 

maintain strong transnational ties to Sri Lanka. They also tend to be more actively engaged in the 

political discussions surrounding accountability by leveraging their influence in Western host 

countries to shape international policy toward Sri Lanka (International Crisis Group, 2010, pp. i-

ii). 

Further, their involvement also extends to advocacy for reconciliation and improvements in post-

war conditions, often acting as a transnational pressure group (International Crisis Group, 2010, 

pp. i-ii, 11). However, a distinct disconnect emerges because these cross-border narratives often 

diverge substantially from the immediate, everyday experiences of Tamils currently residing in 

post-war regions. 

It is observed that despite extensive scholarship on Sri Lanka’s civil war and post-conflict 

reconstruction (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011), there is very limited empirical attention paid to how 

diaspora perceptions of post-war safety relate to everyday experiences on the ground. That is, 

the existing researches tends to treat domestic post-war governance and diaspora politics as 

separate analytical domains (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 24). 

To address this, this thesis examines how Tamil diaspora narratives construct perceptions of post-

war safety in Sri Lanka and how these perceptions compare with the lived experiences of Tamils 

residing in post-war region. Further, the thesis will explore everyday safety concerns in former 

conflict-affected areas. It will also explore how the diaspora narratives articulate trust and fear, 

drawing on scholars such as Fuglerud (1999), who has conducted studies with regard to the 

'culture of caution' and institutional distrust within the Tamil diaspora. 

Likewise, understanding the aforementioned differences in the perceptions requires a 

framework which accounts for both meaning-making processes and material experiences of 

security. And these material experiences include the tangible realities of the post-war landscape, 

such as the continuous military presence at checkpoints, the surveillance of civilian 
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administration, the physical restriction of access to ancestral lands, and the economic 

vulnerability caused by the military's involvement in local businesses (International Crisis Group, 

2014; Keerawella, 2022). 

Thus, the analysis of the thesis will be grounded in a theoretical framework which combines social 

constructivism and the human security approach. Social constructivism will enable the analysis 

of how identity and memory shape diaspora narratives (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, pp. 

9 - 13). And the human security approach enables the evaluation of these concrete, everyday 

realities of the local population (Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007, pp. 13 - 24). 

Methodologically, the thesis adopts a qualitative research design based on semi-structured 

interviews with the Tamil participants both in diaspora communities and post-war regions of Sri 

Lanka. Further, these will also be supplemented by secondary sources such as NGO reports, 

media coverage, and academic literature. 

Accordingly, through the aforesaid approaches, this argues that security is not a fixed outcome 

achieved through conflict termination but a socially constructed and contested process shaped 

by memory, identity, and transnational connections. And through which it contributes to broader 

debates on post-conflict security, diaspora politics, and reconciliation. And also offer insights 

relevant to policy discussions on post-war governance in divided and post-conflict societies. 

Accordingly, background establishes the broad context of the conflict that occurred in the 

country and the resulting transnational disconnect. However, it is important to deeply examine 

the specific historical drivers and evolving security mechanisms. Therefore, Section 1.1.1 provides 

an analysis of the structural nature of post-war security. This exploration is essential to 

uncovering the historical roots of the 'culture of caution' previously identified. In addition, the 

below timeline signifies the major historical and political developments that contributed to the 

formation of post-war safety narratives in Sri Lanka. 
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Figure 1 - Timeline of key historical developments shaping post-war safety perceptions in Sri 

Lanka. 

 

 

 

1.1.1 Historical Context and Security Realities 

 

The contemporary political landscape of Sri Lanka is deeply shaped by the legacy of its protracted 

civil conflict. Following the independence gained from the British colony in 1948, major tensions 

arose between the Sinhalese-majority State and Tamil minority communities. The main reasons 

were noted as disputes over language policy, political representation, education, and access to 

State resources (Spencer, 1990, pp. 8 - 10). The ruling government in 1956 introduced the Official 

Language Act No. 33 of 1956. This act is commonly known as the Sinhala Only Act. This was 

established by the government of S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike and was one of their main campaign 

promises during the general election in 1956 (Encyclopædia Britannica, 1998).  

Prior to this Act, English was the official language in the country due to the British rule. It was 

replaced by Sinhala as the one and only official language (Official Language Act, No. 33 of 1956).  
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This led major discrimination towards the Tamil community, as it created a barrier for them when 

trying to access government services or seeking public employment (Anandakugan, 2020) 

In addition to the above Act, the Government also established the “standardization” which was 

an education policy in 1972 (Keethaponcalan,2002, p. 932). This policy was established to help 

the Sinhalese students enter the Universities in the country. However, this policy required the 

Tamil students to obtain higher marks on entrance examinations than those from the Sinhalese 

stream to gain a place in a university (Keethaponcalan,2002, p. 932).  Further, during the era of 

Bandaranaike and after, no Tamil recruitments were made to the armed forces in the country as 

well (Keethaponcalan, 2002, p. 933).  

All these actions of the government resulted in disadvantages largely for the Tamil community, 

as they lacked economic opportunities, educational opportunities and equality within the 

country.  Moreover, this discrimination created frustration within the Tamil community, 

particularly among the youth (Keethaponcalan,2002, p 933). At that time the Tamil leaders within 

the government tried various silent protests, however these actions were not considered as 

important by the ruling party (Encyclopedia Britannica, 1998).   

As a result, the Tamil youth started thinking of alternative ways that would ensure their power 

and development, which led to demanding a separate State (Keethaponcalan,2002, p 933). And 

as the non-violent measures taken by the Tamil community did not succeed, these youth started 

to believe that a violent campaign would result in a better life for them, specifically in the 1970s 

(Keethaponcalan, 2002). 

By the 1980s these tensions escalated into a full-scale armed conflict between the Government 

of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

is an armed separatist group seeking an independent Tamil State in the North and East of the 

country. This group was headed by a leader named Velupillai Prabhakaran. This group tried to 

establish an independent Tamil State (Tamil Eelam) in the North and East of the country (Terpstra 

& Frerks,2017, p.280). This was framed as a struggle for self-determination and political 

autonomy and claimed to protect Tamil civilians from State violence and discrimination.  
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However, over time this group became a highly centralized and militarized organization which 

monopolized the Tamil separatist movement, controlled territory, and created parallel 

governance structures (Terpstra & Frerks, 2017, p. 286). Further, they were also majorly involved 

in suicide bombings, political assassinations, forced recruitment, including of children; and the 

repression of internal dissent (Terpstra & Frerks, 2017, pp 287 – 288). This resulted in the death 

of 80,000 to over 100,000 persons which included Tamils, Sinhalese and other communities. As 

a result of these actions of the said group, they were recognized by the international actors as 

one of the world’s most dangerous or lethal terrorist organizations until their dissolution. 

This civil war, which occurred over three decades, ended in May 2009 with the military defeat of 

the LTTE (Ganguly, 2018). In the aftermath the State started prioritizing territorial consolidation, 

national security, and large-scale reconstruction projects, particularly in previously conflict-

affected areas (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, pp. 20 - 26). Even with the end of the war, the first focus 

of the State was to prioritize territorial consolidation and national security. Thus, the State 

allocated a budget for defense which was 15% higher than the previous year, and further, 

permanent military bases were established in areas previously held by the LTTE in the North and 

East (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, p. 26).   

However, even though more focus was given in terms of the security of the country, State also 

took actions to reform the infrastructure in these areas, specifically in the Northern and Eastern 

parts of the country. Accordingly, large developments and reconstruction initiatives were made 

in these areas with the support of foreign donors (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, p 32).   

Accordingly, the Sri Lankan government-led accelerated development programme was launched 

in 2009 to rebuild infrastructure, de-mine, and resettle civilians in the Northern Province 

following the end of the civil war which was known as the "Uthuru Wasanthaya - Northern 

Spring” (ReliefWeb, 2009). This was a project established to meet the housing demand 

specifically in the districts of Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya and Kilinochchi (ReliefWeb, 2009) and to 

plan the resettlement of the displaced during the war (ReliefWeb, 2009).  

Further, another major project known as “Nagenahira Navodaya - Eastern Revival “was initiated, 

focusing on the Eastern area of the country with the main objective of making lands accessible 
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through de-mining, reconstructing damaged infrastructure, resettling the displaced and helping 

them restart their livelihoods (Thalpawila, 2016, p. 44). Likewise, the government initiated many 

infrastructure development projects, road construction, and economic investments as indicators 

of stability and national recovery of the country. These actions were taken with the objective of 

emphasizing unity, sovereignty, and the restoration of peace after decades of violence. 

However, even though the government initiated various projects with the objective of reform in 

post-war conflicted areas, the transition from war to peace has been complex, particularly for 

those who experienced the war. The people in the Northern and Eastern provinces experienced 

the most intense fighting during the war, and they have continued to witness military presence 

even post-war. Further, the military involvement extended beyond traditional security functions 

and, in some cases, included participation in economic activities and civilian administration 

(International Crisis Group, 2014).  

Furthermore, many concerns remained unresolved even after the war, such as land ownership – 

where the lands which were seized by the military during the war were not completely returned 

to the original owners or displaced people (Keerawella, 2022, p. 63). There were also more than 

a thousand detainees under laws such as the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) for suspected 

LTTE links who were not released or given a proper fair trial for many years (Human Rights Watch, 

2018). And many more wartime abuses and issues of political autonomy remained unresolved 

even years after the war in Sri Lanka. Accordingly, the absence of armed confrontation did not 

necessarily equate to a complete sense of normalcy or security, particularly for the communities 

directly affected by the war. Moreover, the social and psychological consequences of prolonged 

conflict continued to influence everyday life, interpersonal trust, and political engagement.  

Further, parallel to these domestic developments and the remaining unresolved concerns, the 

civil war also produced substantial migration flows that reshaped Sri Lanka’s demographic and 

political landscape. That is, as a result of waves of displacement during different phases of the 

conflict in Sri Lanka, sizeable Tamil diaspora communities were established (International Crisis 

Group, 2010, p. 2).  
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And they were specifically established in countries such as Canada, the United Kingdom, 

Australia, and across Europe (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 2). These communities were 

mainly formed through a combination of asylum seeking, family reunification, and economic 

migration (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 4). Over time, diaspora networks developed strong 

institutional structures, including community organizations, media platforms, advocacy groups, 

and transnational political movements. 

However, even if the diaspora community continued their life abroad, they did not diminish their 

connection with Sri Lanka following the end of the war up to the present day (International Crisis 

Group, 2010, p. 11). They continued raising concerns on accountability, human rights, and 

minority protection in Sri Lanka, and these became the central themes within diaspora political 

activism (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 11). The diaspora manifested their concerns through 

various strategies such as large-scale public protests marking anniversaries of key events like the 

Mullivaikkal massacre, which mainly targeted the lobbying of Western parliaments, foreign 

ministries, and multilateral bodies (CIPDH-UNESCO, n.d.).  

Further, the diaspora continuously persists in the international advocacy particularly at the UN 

Human Rights Council (UNHRC) in Geneva where diaspora networks have mobilized to support 

resolutions calling for independent investigations, transitional justice mechanisms, and the 

monitoring of Sri Lanka’s reconciliation commitments (Tamil guardian, 2025).And they also use 

various digital platforms such as social media, online campaigns, and virtual memorials to 

disseminate evidence of violations, coordinate global actions, coordinate solidarity events, and 

challenge official narratives of Sri Lanka (Patabendige , 2022).   

Likewise, all these are often framed around themes of genocide recognition, enforced 

disappearances, and the need for truth-seeking processes (Patabendige, 2022). However, these 

narratives are deeply connected to a collective memory shaped by direct or inherited experiences 

of wartime violence and forced displacement. Further, as the diaspora community continues 

their ties with their families and friends in Sri Lanka, they tend to keep the realities of life in post-

war Sri Lanka vivid, fuelling persistent calls for justice, meaningful reconciliation and structural 

reforms to prevent future marginalization. Accordingly, these elements sustain a transnational 
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sense of responsibility, positioning diaspora voices as key contributors to global scrutiny of Sri 

Lanka’s trajectory toward inclusive peace. 

Accordingly based on the background, it is signified that the post-war context of Sri Lanka is not 

merely a domestic political condition. Therefore, an analysis must be done on the transnational 

field shaped by historical grievances, displacement, and ongoing global engagement. Further, this 

background also suggests that the proper interaction between local realities in former conflict-

affected regions, along with the diaspora interpretations abroad has the possibility to form a 

broader landscape in which security is debated, interpreted, and contested. Ultimately, this 

historical foundation reveals the structural and psychological roots of the 'transnational gap' in 

safety perceptions. This gap serves as the primary justification for the research problem 

identified in the following section (1.2).   

 

 

1.2 Research problem 
 

The conclusion of the Sri Lankan civil war in 2009 created a fundamental disagreement over the 

meaning of “safety” in the country. In alignment with dominant narratives of national security, 

the Sri Lankan State regarded the post-war era specifically as a period of restoring sovereignty 

and national stability. This state-centric approach focuses primarily on the protection of 

territorial integrity and the absence of organized armed insurgency (Walt, 1991, pp. 212-213), 

establishing a baseline for security that stands in sharp contrast to the civilian-centric issues of 

institutional threat and unresolved fear on the ground.  

Further, this is clearly evidenced through the high-budget infrastructure initiatives made as the 

"Northern Spring" (Uthuru Wasanthaya) and "Eastern Revival" (Nagenahira Navodaya). These 

initiatives were mainly aimed at rebuilding housing in districts like Jaffna and Mannar (ReliefWeb, 

2009; Thalpawila, 2016). As per the perspectives of the State, these tangible initiatives were 

framed as empirical evidence of a successful transition to peace. However, a concern arises when 

looking deeper at the lived realities of the Tamil community. 
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This highlights the gap between the "material reality" of new physical infrastructure like roads 

and the "lived reality" of how individuals actually navigate their daily environment. As observed 

by the International Crisis Group (2014), the continued presence of the military in civilian 

administration and economic activities in the North and East creates an environment of constant 

surveillance. Furthermore, the State faced a failure in fully returning the lands seized during the 

war to the original owners (Keerawella, 2022, p. 63). Such failures remain a major source of 

insecurity and institutional mistrust within the Tamil community (Keerawella, 2022, p. 63) 

Accordingly, the local community measures post-war safety not through physical infrastructure, 

but through the practical restoration of civilian rights (Human Rights Watch, 2018). This issue is 

further complicated by the Tamil diaspora, the transnational community displaced by war and 

now residing in Western countries (International Crisis Group, 2010). Frequently located in 

nations such as the United Kingdom and Canada and predominantly shaped by waves of wartime 

displacement, the diaspora often perceives post-war safety through a lens of collective trauma 

and international advocacy (International Crisis Group, 2010, p. 2). 

These narratives of the diaspora are crucial for global accountability. However, they are mostly 

constructed independently of direct contemporary experience, relying instead on digital 

platforms and political lobbying (Patabendige, 2022; Tamil Guardian, 2025). This creates a 

distinct cross-border disconnect where political claims and collective stories challenge the State's 

version of peace (Patabendige, 2022). 

Therefore, the diaspora’s construction of "insecurity" may differ from the practical, daily 

strategies used by local Tamils to navigate their current environment. Furthermore, existing 

studies do not sufficiently examine why the perceptions of post-war safety diverge between 

diaspora and locally residing Tamil communities. Specifically, existing studies treat domestic post-

war governance and diaspora political narratives as separate analytical silos (International Crisis 

Group 2010, p. 24). The scholars have extensively signified how the diaspora’s "mobilized 

memory" and distance from the homeland can lead to the condensation of ethnic identity 

(Thiranagama, 2014, p. 266). 
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However, they have not sufficiently drawn their analysis towards empirical attention to how 

these narratives interact with the immediate, lived safety strategies of local communities. 

Specifically, these studies do not sufficiently address the actual reasons why the shared ethnic 

identity does not prevent a divergence in trust (Thiranagama, 2014, p. 266).As an example, the 

local victims of any war-related violence tend to hold a lower trust in government and military 

institutions than those without direct exposure, yet the diaspora's perception of these same 

institutions is often shaped by different transnational political factors. 

This creates a conceptual blind spot: we do not yet understand how the "geographical distance" 

of the diaspora and the "material presence" of the State in the North and East cause these two 

groups to construct such different realities regarding security. By failing to bridge these 

perspectives, existing scholarship offers only a fragmented understanding of the social cohesion 

necessary for long-term reconciliation.   

This identified fragmentation leads towards critical perception gaps that remain under-analyzed. 

Further, it also results in conceptual ambiguities that hinder a deeper understanding of recovery 

processes. These recognized ambiguities are not merely academic, as they create practical 

barriers to reconciliation. For instance, when safety is measured only by physical infrastructure, 

the underlying institutional distrust remains unaddressed. This results in recovery efforts 

successfully rebuilding physical structures while failing to repair the social fabric.  

To address these concerns, this study introduces and defines the analytical framework of the 

"transnational gap." This gap signifies the structural and cognitive differences between diaspora 

safety narratives and local, ground-level lived experiences in post-war environments. The study 

will analyze this through interacting pillars such as geographical distance, collective memory of 

trauma, transnationally filtered media streams, and localized socio-material conditions. Further 

through establishing this comprehensive definition here within the research problem, this 

concept is set as a fixed baseline parameter.   
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 This gap represents the structural and cognitive divergence between diaspora safety narratives 

and local, ground-level lived experiences in post-war environments. It is driven by four interacting 

pillars established in this study: geographical distance, collective memory of trauma, 

transnationally filtered media streams, and localized socio-material conditions. By explicitly 

establishing this comprehensive definition here within the research problem, this concept is set 

as a fixed baseline parameter. 

 

1.2.1 Conceptual Clarifications: Distinguishing Safety from Security 

  

In order to analyze this transnational gap, it is important to identify and understand the core 

concepts which are frequently used in political discourse. In this study, these terms will be 

defined as follows:   

• Security: This is referred to as a traditional state-centric view of protection which focuses 

on defending country's borders, territory, and public order through military, legal, and 

government systems (Walt, 1991, pp. 212-213).   

• Safety: This refers to a human-centered view of protection. Unlike state security, safety 

is about the everyday, lived reality of ordinary people. It means individuals and local 

communities feel free from fear, physical threats, social exclusion, and unfair treatment 

by government institutions (UNDP, 1994; Tadjbakhsh & Chenoy, 2007). 

• Human Security: This is the analytical framework used to assess and measure human 

safety beyond state stability, shifting the focus from state preservation to the protection 

of individuals (Tadjbakhsh & Chenoy, 2007). 

 

Therefore, to address these concerns, the study underscores the requirement for a theory-

informed comparative analysis. This approach will enable the study to identify the differences, 

explain the concerns, and address them through constructivist lenses and human security 
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perspectives. This analytical approach directly informs the research aims and objectives outlined 

in the following section. 

 

 

1.3 Aim of the Study 
 

1.3.1 General aim 

The main aim of this study is to critically evaluate the complexities of post-conflict security by 

exploring the divergence between transnational narratives and localized lived realities. By 

applying the dual theoretical frameworks of Social Constructivism and Human Security, the study 

aims to challenge the State-centric definitions of stability in Sri Lanka. Furthermore, the study 

seeks to contribute to a more inclusive understanding of how safety is constructed and contested 

across geographical and psychological borders. 

 

1.3.2 Specific Objectives  

This general aim is operationalized through the following three specific objectives: 

1. Analyze the experiences of the Tamil community in post-war regions and interpret 

everyday safety, fear and institutional trust. 

2. Examine how Tamil diaspora communities construct and communicate narratives of post-

war safety and insecurity. 

3. Compare the diaspora narratives with the local Tamil community in Sri Lanka to identify 

perception gaps and provide a theory-based explanation of why these gaps emerge and 

how they should be understood in post-conflict security analysis. 

These objectives provide the framework for the specific research questions addressed in the 

following section. 
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1.4 Research Questions  
 

1.4.1 Main research question 

How do Tamil communities in Sri Lanka’s North and East and the diaspora construct and 

experience post-war safety, and how can the differences between diaspora security narratives 

and localized human security realities be theoretically accounted for by the interaction between 

collective memory and material lived experiences? 

 

1.4.2 Sub questions  

1. How do Tamil residents in post-war regions of Sri Lanka interpret and experience 

everyday safety, fear, and trust in State institutions?  

2. How does the Tamil diaspora construct and communicate narratives of post-war safety 

and insecurity? 

3. How are safety, fear and institutional trust expressed, understood and negotiated in 

relation to post-war safety within diaspora and local Tamil communities? 

4. What differences exist between diaspora perceptions and local experiences of post-war 

safety, why do these divergences emerge as explained through constructivist and human 

security perspectives, and how can these be addressed accordingly? 

 

Further, to provide a clearly scholarly context for these questions. The following chapter will 

review the existing literature on post-war safety, the transnational gap, and the discursive 

construction of security in Sri Lanka.   
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Chapter 2 Literature Review  
 

 

2.1 The Discursive Construction of Post-War Safety 
 

The conclusion of the Sri Lankan civil war in 2009 was not able to provide the significant results 

required for a unified transition to peace within the country. Instead, it eventually led to a period 

of "contested normalcy". Even though post-war the State narratives tend towards stability and 

economic integration, the experiences of the Tamil community, both local and transnational, 

suggested a continued State of insecurity. Accordingly, this chapter will evaluate the academic 

discourse related to the established "transnational gap” and further examine why shared ethnic 

identity does not produce a shared understanding of safety. 

Therefore, in order to explore this, the review will be structured around four thematic pillars, 

including the shift from State-centric "Victor’s Peace" to "Human Security", the empirical "scars" 

of institutional mistrust, the social construction of normalcy through militarization, and the role 

of "Long-Distance Nationalism" in shaping diaspora narratives. And this will provide a proper 

theoretical justification for investigating how distinct pillars operationalize the competing 

realities of post-war Sri Lanka. 

 

2.2 Theoretical Foundations: Victor’s Peace vs. Human Security 

 

A primary theme in the literature is the critique of the “Victor’s Peace” model as it characterizes 

the post-2009 Sri Lankan state. The literature frames this post-war order as one established 

through a decisive military victory rather than a negotiated settlement, allowing the state to 

unilaterally dictate the terms of stability (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, pp. 20 - 23). Scholars 

emphasize that within this framework, political compromise and power-sharing are bypassed 

(Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, pp. 20 - 29). Consequently, the academic consensus notes that peace 
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becomes strictly equated with the restoration of State authority and the suppression of armed 

resistance (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, p. 33). 

Likewise, the outcome in Sri Lanka post-2009 is described by Höglund and Orjuela (2011) as a 

“liberal peace failure". This mainly was due to the safety of the country being measured only by 

the absence of insurgency and the consolidation of territorial control (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, 

p. 34). And as a result, this State-centric definition leaves little space for addressing minority 

grievances, political inclusion, or the lived experience of insecurity (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011, p. 

29). 

Moreover, this State-centric “Victor’s Peace” framework is further signified by the study by 

Athukorala and Jayasuriya (2015). Through their work they have signified how the post-2009 

period left the Tamil community in the North and East without genuine human security 

(Athukorala and Jayasuriya, 2015, p. 34). This study has clearly signified that even post-war in Sri 

Lanka, a strong military presence remained entrenched across the Jaffna Peninsula and other 

Tamil-majority districts (Athukorala and Jayasuriya, 2015, p. 34). And this had even extended well 

beyond any immediate security requirements of the country. 

Further, the lands which were retained by the State during the war were only partially returned 

to the original owners, and this resulted in sustaining physical displacement, restricting access to 

ancestral farmlands and homes, and perpetuating economic vulnerability (Athukorala and 

Jayasuriya, 2015, p. 49). Accordingly, such actions of the State eventually resulted in preventing 

any meaningful return to normalcy for affected Tamil families. 

In addition, this study also signifies the absence of substantive devolution of power or the 

implementation of proper reconciliation recommendations. Further, entrenched structural 

insecurity, reinforcing a lived experience of marginalization and limited personal and communal 

safety. And as a result, the post-war order tends to continue giving more priority to territorial 

control and State authority, rather than focusing on the human-security needs of the Tamil 

population. And these actions led towards the creation of a gap between official narratives of 

stability and the everyday realities of insecurity in Tamil areas. 
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Building on the aforesaid critique, the study done by Keerawella (2022) examines the missed 

opportunities for inclusive peace after 2009. Accordingly, this study argues that the military 

victory alone does not build sustainable peace (Keerawella, 2022, p. 21). And thus, this study 

signifies that more democratic reforms are required to integrate alienated communities in order 

to obtain a sustainable peace within the State who are specifically residing in areas of the North 

and East (Keerawella, 2022, p. 27). During the period of 2015, various reconciliation initiatives 

were taken by the State in an attempt to focus on the physical and psychological recovery of war-

affected lives (Keerawella, 2022, p. 86). 

And such initiatives State emerged as an active actor attempting to transition from military rule 

to a civilian-led administrative framework. Further, through establishing these protocols, the 

State sought to develop its institutions as the primary providers of order, crafting an official 

narrative of 'normalcy' and integration. And a few of these initiatives included lifting the ban on 

foreigners visiting the Northern and Eastern Provinces, lifting restrictions upon media personnel 

travelling to the North, the appointment of two ex-civil servants as governors in the Northern 

and Eastern Provinces to strengthen civilian administration, replacing the former governors who 

were military personnel, and permitting the national anthem to be sung in Tamil, etc. 

(Keerawella, 2022, p. 86). 

However, these initiatives were limited and were not able to completely fix the main concerns of 

the Tamil community. And this left many grievances untouched, strengthened mistrust toward 

institutions, and kept a sense of "contested normalcy" alive in Tamil areas. Likewise, the official 

stories of national stability did not match the daily feelings of marginalization and insecurity 

among Tamils.This systemic variance between domestic institutional measures and local lived 

experiences constitutes a primary empirical layer of the transnational gap. 
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2.3 The "Scars of the Eelam War": Empirical Foundations of Distrust 
 

As discussed previously, the inability of the "Victor’s Peace" model to transition into an inclusive 

Human Security framework is not merely a political oversight. Rather, it is seen as a profound 

empirical consequence for individual safety perceptions. The research conducted by Li et al. 

(2024), The Scars of the Eelam War, provides foundational evidence that these political failures 

are compounded by the lasting legacies of wartime trauma. 

Accordingly, the main finding of this research was that the wartime victimization creates a 

persistent "scarring" effect on the social fabric (Li et al., 2024, p. 1). These findings reveal that 

trust in State institutions, particularly the national government and the military, was undermined 

by the people due to direct exposure to violence by the people (Li et al., 2024, pp. 1-14). 

Accordingly, through this finding, it is signified that the local population often views the security 

provider through their past traumas (Li et al., 2024, p. 15). Consequently, the current military 

presence is frequently interpreted as a source of anxiety rather than a guarantee of protection. 

Likewise, this erosion of institutional trust is also further, linked to a heightened salience of ethnic 

identity (Li et al., 2024, p. 1). And this relationship signifies that post-war insecurity is increasingly 

experienced and interpreted through communal frameworks rather than a unified national lens. 

Further, this study indicates that, when the identity of the people is sharpened through the 

traumas they have faced, the State-led security measures are often interpreted through a zero-

sum lens. Consequently, the efforts taken by the State to maintain national security are perceived 

by the minority community as a direct threat to their community security (Li et al., 2024, pp. 14-

17).  

Moreover, this distrust on the State by the people is mainly a result of their historical memories 

of the war. In the study by Terpstra and Frerks (2017), it was observed that the LTTE’s former 

parallel administration provided a degree of predictability that helped civilians navigate wartime 

life (Terpstra and Frerks, 2017, p. 301). As explained in all the studies, upon State regaining 

control post-war, it dismantled a known social order. Moreover, this transition eventually created 

a ‘legitimacy gap’ that continues to colour how local populations interpret State authority today. 
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Accordingly, this literature suggests that the "material presence" of the State is often viewed as 

an unwanted intrusion rather than a protective shield (Terpstra and Frerks, 2017, pp. 281 – 296). 

These localized empirical dynamics form the domestic baseline against which external 

perceptions are compared. 

 

 

2.4 The Social Construction of Post-War Reality 
 

As discussed previously, the empirical distrust of the people suggests that safety is not simply an 

objective fact but a perception which is socially constructed. Within this body of literature, 

scholarship examines how post-war “normalcy” is interpreted differently by communities that 

remained in Sri Lanka and those that migrated. Accordingly, Orjuela, in her study, signifies that 

post-war identities in Sri Lanka are heavily influenced by "identity politics" (Orjuela, 2008, p. 13). 

It means that the version of the State regarding peace is often conflicted with the ethnic identity 

and security needs of the minority" (Orjuela, 2008, p. 15). Consequently, this signifies that the 

creation of physical infrastructure is unable to bridge the psychological gap between the State 

and the people. 

 

2.5 Long-Distance Nationalism and the Transnational Gap 
 

As all preceding literature focuses primarily on locally situated experiences of insecurity, an 

additional dimension is required to examine the Tamil diaspora. One of the significant limitations 

noted within existing scholarship is the insufficient integration of diaspora narratives with local 

lived realities. And analytical separation signifies how the geographically dispersed communities 

construct divergent understandings of post-war safety. 

Accordingly, Sharika Thiranagama, in her study, focuses on segments of the Tamil diaspora in 

Toronto (Thiranagama, 2014, p. 267). Further, she signifies how the parts of this community are 
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developed into a very condensed and unified sense of Tamil identity (Thiranagama, 2014, p. 275). 

As the Tamil diaspora are living far from the country, their perceptions are only shaped through 

their collective memory and wartime trauma (Thiranagama, 2014, p. 274). Thus, many diaspora 

members, therefore, understand post-war conditions mainly through the violence of 2009 and 

the LTTE's role as defender of Tamilness (Thiranagama, 2014, p. 271). 

Therefore, their perceptions are only tied to past events rather than to the ongoing changes and 

practical choices made by Tamils living in the North and East (Thiranagama, 2014, pp. 273-275). 

This results in the Tamil diaspora often considering the actions of the state to be a continued 

threat to their community. However, this view does not completely align with the lived 

experiences of those still in Sri Lanka. Therefore, it's essential to analyse the transnational 

perception gap. And it will consequently signify how the same ethnic identity can produce very 

different ideas of post-war safety. 

Further, as per the author Sankaran, the identity of the Tamil diaspora is maintained through 

language preservation and attachment to an imagined homeland (Sankaran, 2022, p. 143). 

Moreover, these practices not only tend to keep their culture alive across generations but also 

act as a mechanism of community consolidation within host societies (Sankaran, 2022, p. 153). 

Therefore, in such a context, the diaspora tends to consider safety as a means of protecting their 

identity, rather than immediate physical security. Accordingly, this scholar also signifies that the 

Tamil diaspora only consider the past memories of war when measuring the post-war stability of 

the country (Sankaran, 2022, pp. 153 - 164). 

Despite all extensive studies conducted regarding post-war conditions in Sri Lanka, a significant 

scholarly gap has been observed. The main gap noted is the lack of comparative analysis between 

localized and transnational security frameworks. Specifically, the majority of the literature tends 

to examine the "lived" negotiation of safety in the North and East and the nationalism of the 

diaspora as separate phenomena. As a result, existing research fails to explain how geographical 

distance fundamentally reconfigures these perceptions within the same ethnic group. 

Furthermore, many studies tend to focus on the diaspora perceptions in 2009.  
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And it signifies a lack of understanding of how the perceptions have changed or remained the 

same following more recent events such as the 2022 economic crisis. Moreover, scholars also 

lack the ability to analyse the actual reasons for the Tamil community not feeling safe even with 

numerous physical developments within the country. Consequently, there is a critical need to 

understand the psychological dimensions of security alongside material changes. 

To address these identified deficiencies, existing scholarship requires a shift from isolated group 

studies to a comparative analysis of this transnational gap. There is a need to integrate both the 

"lived" experiences of Tamils in Sri Lanka along with the safety narratives of the diaspora to 

investigate how geographical distance fundamentally reconfigures security frameworks within 

the same ethnic group. In addition, the discourse must move beyond narratives "frozen" in 2009, 

utilising recent shifts within the country, such as the 2022 economic crisis, as a contemporary 

benchmark to track the evolution of these perceptions. 

Furthermore, evaluating these dynamics requires looking into the psychological and social 

dimensions of the safety of the community to understand why physical infrastructure projects 

have failed to mitigate institutional mistrust. This approach moves beyond mere documentation 

of grievances to identify the specific discursive barriers that prevent a unified and sustainable 

peace in Sri Lanka. 

While the existing literature identifies a transnational gap, the following chapter establishes the 

theoretical framework of social constructivism and human security used to analyse these 

diverging narratives. 
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Chapter 3 Theoretical Framework 
 

 

3.1 The Analytical Architecture: A Dual-Layered Approach 
 

Building upon the findings of the previous chapter, this chapter will explain the analytical 

architecture of the thesis. As signified in the previous chapter, post-war safety is a multifaceted 

phenomenon which consists of both material conditions and psychological perceptions. 

Therefore, applying a single theoretical approach is insufficient for a comprehensive analysis. And 

thus, this thesis will apply both Social Constructivism with the Human Security approach to create 

a dual-layered framework. 

Accordingly, this combination is designed to account for how people "make sense" of their 

realities while simultaneously acknowledging the material constraints they face. Through this 

dual approach, the thesis will enable an investigation of the intersubjective construction of safety 

through how it is imagined and narrated by the diaspora as well as by scrutinising the material 

realities of security as they are experienced by the local population. 

Figure 2 illustrates the Dual-Layered Analytical Framework Combining Social Constructivism and 

Human Security applied in this study 
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3.2 Social Constructivism: Safety as a Perceived Reality 
 

The theory of social constructivism is a prominent theory in international relations. This theory 

challenges the idea of a fixed, objective reality (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 13). It 

suggests that the social world is not made up of fixed facts such as mountains or oceans. And 

instead it is a product of human consciousness, shared meanings, and social interactions (Jafari 

Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 14).  

In addition, Alexander Wendt also reinforced this by arguing that social structures are defined by 

shared understandings rather than material forces, famously noting that "anarchy is what States 

make of it" (Wendt, 1992, p. 241). Likewise, for constructivists the meaning of a certain object or 

event depends completely on how people interpret it (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 

14). 

A significant example of the aforesaid logic is the concept of a “threat”. For instance, a weapon 

in the hands of a friend is seen as a tool for protection, while the same weapon in the hands of 

an enemy is considered as a source of danger. Thus, as signified, even if the physical object is the 

same, the interpreted meaning depends on the relationship and history between the actors in 

the situation (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, pp. 13-14). And this thesis will view “safety” 

through this lens as an "intersubjective" reality, meaning it is a shared understanding created 

through social interaction.  

 

3.2.1 Identity as a Cognitive Filter 

As explained previously, the construction of safety is not accidental, whereas it is filtered through 

the specific identity of the group. According to the constructivist framework, identities inform 

interests. That is an identity of the community acts as a cognitive filter through which they tend 

to interpret the world (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 9). Further, this also aligns with 

Wendt’s view that actors do not have a "portfolio" of interests independent of social context; 

instead, their interests emerge from their identities (Wendt, 1994, p. 385). Moreover, identity 
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determines what constitutes a threat for their community. Likewise, when referring to the Tamil 

diaspora community, their identity is mainly rooted in a "victim narrative". And it is sustained by 

the collective trauma of displacement. And this heavily influences their perspectives on the post-

war State actions. 

As an example, the infrastructure projects such as the construction of new roads in the post-war 

areas are considered by the State as development initiatives. However, seen through a 

constructivist lens, the same event might be perceived by the diaspora as tools for State control 

or demographic change. The main reason behind such differential perception is due to their 

identity being tied to a history of marginalization. As a result, they tend to view the actions of the 

State as extensions of a long-standing ethnic conflict, rather than neutral facts. Likewise, their 

"construction" of reality is based on these internal interpretations of external events. 

 

3.2.2 Collective Memory and "Frozen" Realities 

In addition, constructivism also highlights the role of collective memory in shaping current 

perceptions (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 9). And this theory explains how the 

perception of diaspora related to safety often remains "frozen" in the violence of the 2009 

conflict. In addition, this is also illustrated by Wendt's concept of how social structures become 

self-reinforcing.  

Specifically, once a relationship is established as one of "enmity", actors continue to interpret 

each other’s actions through that lens regardless of any material changes" (Wendt, 1992, pp. 

263-264). The reality of the diaspora members is often constructed through narratives, political 

advocacy, and digital media. And this is due to them being geographically removed from the day-

to-day changes and local nuances within Sri Lanka. 

As a result of the above situation, the perceived insecurity tends to remain within the diaspora 

even if physical violence has decreased on the ground. Therefore, a constructivist lens is vital for 

understanding why a shared ethnic identity does not always lead to a shared understanding of 

safety. While the various initiatives are taken by the State post-war, the local Tamil community 
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in the country may experience many positive changes. However, the diaspora’s sense of safety 

still remains constructed through the memory of the State as a perpetrator. Therefore, by 

applying the theory of constructivism, this thesis will consider these perceptions as legitimate 

social realities shaped by the group’s specific transnational location and cultural background. 

 

 

3.3 Human Security: Shifting the Focus to the Individual 
 

While in the previous section, safety was established as a constructed perception, a 

comprehensive analysis requires an examination of the objective material conditions that 

influence these views. Therefore, it is important to understand the gap between the perceptions 

of the communities along with the State narratives. And to achieve this we must thoroughly 

examine the material conditions of the people. Thus, the thesis will apply the Human Security 

approach to further analyse this situation created within the Tamil community. Eventually this 

will fundamentally redefine what it means to be "safe” by shifting the focus away from the State 

and toward the individuals. 

Traditionally the concept of security is often referred to as “National Security”. This approach 

mainly focuses on protecting a State’s borders, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. Moreover, 

in this model, the State is considered as the primary object of protection (Tadjbakhsh and 

Chenoy, 2007, pp. 18-19). In references to the post-war situation in Sri Lanka, this is reflected by 

the State’s emphasis on military consolidation, land acquisition for "High Security Zones," and 

territorial control as the ultimate indicators of peace (International Crisis Group, 2014; 

Keerawella, 2022). 

In contrast, the Human Security approach shifts the object which should be protected from State 

to the individual human being (Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007, p. 13). This approach also argues 

that even if a State is stable and free from war, its people are not truly secure if they face threats 

to their daily survival, dignity, or human rights (Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007, p. 18). 
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Furthermore, the focus of this approach is built upon two pillars, namely "Freedom from Fear" 

and "Freedom from Want", and this is also signified through the framework of the United Nations 

(Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007, pp. 23-24). Freedom from Want involves ensuring that all 

individuals have access to the basic necessities of life such as economic stability, food security, 

health care, and housing (Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007, p. 168). Additionally, Freedom from Fear 

involves protecting people from direct threats to their physical safety. This includes protection 

from violence, State repression, arbitrary arrest, and the violation of civil liberties (Tadjbakhsh 

and Chenoy, 2007, p. 168). Accordingly, by applying this framework, it is able to move beyond 

the simple "absence of war" to conduct a multi-dimensional assessment of safety. 

 

  

3.4 Research Philosophy and Consistency 
 

To ensure the theoretical frameworks discussed above can be applied effectively, it is necessary 

to establish a consistent philosophical foundation. The integration of Social Constructivism and 

Human Security within this thesis is supported by a consistent alignment of ontology, 

epistemology, and methodology. In terms of ontology, the study adopts the constructivist 

concept proposed by Wendt, viewing "safety" as an intersubjective social reality where material 

facts only gain significance through shared meanings (Wendt, 1994, p. 389). In line with this, the 

study focuses on an interpretivist epistemology which assumes that knowledge of post-war 

security must be gathered by analyzing the cognitive filters and "victim-narratives" of the Tamil 

diaspora. 

In addition, this philosophical stance signifies that interviews are the primary and necessary 

method for this research. As safety is recognized as a shared meaning rather than a static fact, 

interviews are essential to capture how individuals interpret and give meaning to their 

surroundings. Thus, this approach tends to allow the researcher to uncover the "intersubjective" 

reality along the hidden fears and expectations, which quantitative data tends to overlook. Thus, 

through utilizing interviews, the study is able to investigate the tension between material 
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developments and the internal sense of safety, ensuring the findings remain grounded in the 

lived experience of the participants. 

Likewise, this foundation justifies the dual-layered methodology. As established in previous 

sections, the constructivist lens interprets the psychological "why" behind perceived insecurity 

by treating identity and memory as filters for reality. Simultaneously, the Human Security 

framework provides the material benchmarks of "Freedom from Fear" and "Want" to evaluate 

the "what" of the lived reality on the ground. Accordingly, it is ensured that the research tools 

are theoretically appropriate for analyzing safety as both a contested perception and a material 

condition. This alignment is essential, as it ensures that the subjective experiences of the diaspora 

and the objective conditions in Sri Lanka are treated as equally valid data points in the final 

analysis.  

 

3.4.1 Operationalizing the Analytical Framework 

 

The transition from this philosophical foundation to practical research requires translating 

abstract concepts into concrete analytical dimensions. Further, it will ensure that the study 

remains grounded in the chosen ontology by categorizing the research inquiry into two distinct 

layers. 

• The Subjective Layer (Constructivism):  This layer of the study directs the analytical focus 

toward the intersubjective meanings inherent in conflict history. Further prioritization will 

be given to concepts such as collective memory. And this framework allows for an 

assessment of whether perceptions of safety remain "frozen" in past trauma or evolve 

alongside material changes. Likewise, this theoretical focus justifies the requirement of 

exploring specific historical markers, such as the 2009 period, to measure psychological 

shifts. 
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• The Material Layer (Human Security):  This layer of the study provides the material 

benchmarks for the analysis. Further concepts, such as Freedom from Want will be 

operationalized through the study of physical infrastructure. And the concept of Freedom 

from Fear will be measured through indicators of institutional trust. Likewise, this allows 

the framework to move beyond the State’s narrative to evaluate the lived reality of safety 

as a tangible condition. 

 

Accordingly, through synthesizing these layers, the research operationalizes the analytical tools 

required to investigate the established transnational gap. And this approach clearly ensures that 

the subjective and objective dimensions move from abstract concepts to active tools of analysis. 

 

 

3.5 Application: The Lived Reality of the Local Population 
 

By applying these frameworks to the Sri Lankan context, the research moves from abstract theory 

to empirical evaluation. When reviewing the context of post-war Sri Lanka, it is observed that the 

State has primarily adopted a "National Security" model. This approach focuses on military 

consolidation and infrastructure as evidence of stability (Tadjbakhsh and Chenoy, 2007). And this 

is clearly evidenced through the post-war State initiatives as analyzed in previous sections. By 

examining the context through the lens of Human Security, this thesis will evaluate whether 

these State-led efforts have translated into actual safety for the local Tamil population in the 

North and East. 

Moreover, as described in previous sections, the State has already initiated various infrastructure 

projects, such as building roads. And these are observed as aspects related to "Freedom from 

Want”. However, even with these actions, the local community often remains deprived of 

"Freedom from Fear." This is evidenced through the continuous high-density military presence, 

unresolved land disputes, and the psychological burden of surveillance (International Crisis 
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Group, 2014; Keerawella, 2022). Thus, it is important to prioritize individual experiences over the 

State's narrative. And the application of this human security approach enables the identification 

of specific vulnerabilities that a traditional security lens would overlook. Further, it will also 

provide empirical evidence needed to examine how material conditions shape the lived reality of 

the local population.  

Accordingly, the application of Social Constructivism and Human Security creates a 

comprehensive analytical bridge in the thesis. This dual framework moves the analysis beyond a 

singular, state-centric definition of peace. By pairing an identity-based reading of memory with 

material benchmarks, the approach balances the psychological realities of the diaspora with the 

ground-level struggles of local communities. Ultimately, this theoretical synthesis provides the 

necessary foundation to evaluate the diverging perspectives observed across the transnational 

gap. This theoretical synthesis provides the necessary foundation for the data analysis presented 

in the following chapters. 
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Chapter 4 Methodology  
 

 

4.1 Research Design and Philosophical Framework 
 

To operationalize the dual-layered theoretical framework of Social Constructivism and Human 

Security, this study requires a methodology capable of accounting for both subjective 

perceptions and physical realities. Consequently, this thesis adopts a qualitative research design 

which is grounded in a Socio-Material Approach (Fenwick, Edwards and Sawchuk, 2011, p. 2). The 

main reason for selecting this framework is that post-war safety in Sri Lanka is neither a purely 

abstract idea nor a simple set of physical facts; rather, it is a combination of both (Ennser-

Kananen & Saarinen, 2023, pp. 4-8). Therefore, utilizing this approach enables an analysis of how 

the social factors (such as diaspora memory and ethnic identity) interact with the material 

realities (such as military surveillance and land restrictions) within Sri Lanka. 

This design provides the tools to analyze how these social and material interactions manifest 

across the established transnational gap (Fenwick, Edwards and Sawchuk, 2011, pp. 6-14). And 

this aligns with interpretivist tradition, which seeks to understand the multiple, co-existing 

realities shaped by a participant's specific geographical and historical context (Ennser-Kananen 

& Saarinen, 2023; Fenwick, Edwards and Sawchuk). 

Furthermore, the social material approach is uniquely suitable for this framework, as it bridges 

Social Constructivism (the social construction of meaning) and Human Security (the material 

reality of safety). While the Human Security identifies the physical presence of 'Freedom from 

Want' , the socio-material lens allows the research to analyze how these physical objects are 

socially constructed into feelings of security or threat. Accordingly, this approach will effectively 

treat material structures as active participants in the security narrative, providing a logical 

transition from theoretical concepts to empirical data collection. 
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4.2 Research Strategy: Comparative Case Study 
 

To identify the divergence between localized experiences and transnational narratives, this thesis 

employs a comparative case study strategy. And this will assist in exploring the contemporary 

phenomenon of post-war security within its real-life setting in Sri Lanka. Accordingly, this study 

will compare two distinct but interconnected groups. And Figure 3 below illustrates the 

comparative research structure used in this study. 

 

1. The Transnational Community:  The Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora communities in the United 

Kingdom and Canada. And this group will represent "security at a distance", where their 

perceptions are mostly shaped by digital media, diaspora politics, and historical trauma. 

2. The Local Community: The Sri Lankan Tamil residents in the former conflict-affected 

Northern and Eastern provinces of Sri Lanka. This group represents "materially lived 

security", where their perceptions are mostly shaped by daily physical interaction with 

State structures. 

Analyzing this comparative structure is important in identifying the “transnational gap". Further, 

it will also allow us to investigate and analyze why shared ethnic identity does not prevent a 
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divergence in how "safety" is defined and experienced across borders. By contrasting these two 

units of analysis, the research can pinpoint the specific geographical and psychological factors 

that drive the divergence in security narratives. 

 

4.3 Data Collection Methods 

 

To achieve a deep understanding of the socio-material realities identified in the research 

questions, this study utilizes a dual-method qualitative approach as below. The decision to 

conduct semi-structured interviews was made, as it supports capturing the personal stories and 

lived realities that numbers cannot explain.  

Furthermore, these interviews will allow for a deep exploration of how individuals feel and 

remember their past. In addition, to support these personal accounts, secondary data is utilized 

to provide a broader context. Accordingly, this dual approach will help to bridge the gap between 

individual experiences and the documented political conditions in Sri Lanka. 

Figure 4 - presents the data triangulation model used to enhance the credibility and depth of the 

study  
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4.3.1 Primary Data: Semi-Structured Interviews 

 The thesis is grounded primarily on the primary data source which consists of semi-structured 

interviews. This method provides a consistent framework for the discussion while offering the 

flexibility to explore sensitive personal narratives (Galletta, 2013, pp 9 -11).   

• Focus: Interviews are mainly designed to capture both the "meaning-making" (how 

participants define safety) and the "materiality" (how they navigate physical checkpoints 

or economic barriers). Further, to ensure all core themes are addressed, a thematic 

interview guide was utilized (see Appendix A). 

• Technology and Security:  Due to the capability of end-to-end encryption, Microsoft 

Teams is selected as the mode for conducting interviews. The encryption capabilities are 

considered vital for discussing sensitive political topics. 

• Recording and Consent:  The interviews will only be recorded based on explicit consent 

of the participant. If the participant withheld the consent for recording, then manual 

notes will be taken to ensure the participant's comfort and privacy are prioritized. This 

flexibility is considered as a core ethical requirement when interviewing populations with 

a history of trauma or surveillance. 

 

4.3.2 Secondary Data Analysis 

To triangulate the subjective interview findings with documented political and material 

conditions, the study incorporates secondary data analysis. This process involves reviewing: 

• International NGO Reports: (e.g., International Crisis Group, Human Rights Watch) to 

provide a factual baseline for military land acquisitions and surveillance levels. 

• Transnational and Local Media: (e.g., Tamil Guardian and Daily mirror) to analyze the 

construction of safety narratives within the diaspora and the local State context. 
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• Official State and Legal Documents: (e.g., 1978 Constitution, the Official Languages Act, 

and records of development programs such as "Northern Spring”) to provide the 

structural and political context for the interview participants' feelings of exclusion.   

• Geographical and Conflict Data: (e.g., Reports on High Security Zones (HSZ) and physical 

infrastructure) to verify the material restrictions and environmental changes described by 

participants of the interviews. 

Accordingly, these said secondary sources serve as essential tools for triangulation during the 

analysis phase. That is, cross-referencing these records with the personal stories shared in the 

interviews, the research ensures that the "materiality" of post-war life is supported by 

documented evidence. This approach allows for a direct comparison between the State’s focus 

on infrastructure and the informants' lived concerns regarding personal safety, thereby ensuring 

the research remains grounded in both perception and fact.  

 

4.3.3 Triangulation of Perception and Materiality 

 In order to address the potential tension between the objective facts and subjective experiences, 

this study employs a triangulation strategy. This strategy distinguishes between the objective 

materiality, which is defined as physical infrastructure and documented State actions and the 

subjective perception, which encompasses the internal narratives of the participants (Ennser-

Kananen and Saarinen, 2023, pp. 7-8).  

Further, following a social-material approach, the study tends to identify specific physical 

evidence and analyze the extent to which a participant’s lived reality aligns with or contradicts 

documented physical conditions. Likewise, this approach will ensure that the "transnational gap" 

is evaluated as a structured, relational baseline between the physical world and its social 

interpretations. 
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Moreover, to address the recall bias within the eight interviews concerning events from previous 

years, the study utilizes chronological anchoring. That is, the participants will be asked questions 

which are linked to their personal memories. And one such example is the questions linked to 

specific material milestones, such as the 2009 conflict termination.  

This process will support systematically cross-referencing against the secondary data archives 

detailed in section 4.3.2 to verify the accuracy of the described material conditions. Likewise, this 

verification procedure will enable a rigorous analysis of how objective materiality serves as the 

foundation for, or contrasts with, long-term subjective perceptions of safety. By integrating these 

sources, the research moves beyond isolated anecdotes toward a verified, multi-dimensional 

security narrative. 

 

4.4 Sampling Strategy and Participant Selection 

4.4.1 Purposive Sampling 

To ensure the data collected is directly relevant to the socio-material and transnational 

dimensions of the research, this study utilizes a purposive sampling strategy. And this approach 

allows the selection of eight participants who possess direct knowledge and lived experience 

relevant to the research question (Etikan et al., 2016, p. 3). Further, in qualitative research, the 

quality of the participant's experience is more important than the quantity of participants. 

 

The Diaspora Sample (n=4) 

The selection of participants of this community will be based on purposive criteria that prioritize 

lived experience over mere residency. Therefore, they will be selected based on the below 

benchmarks: 
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• Historical Displacement – individuals who migrated to the UK or Canada specifically due 

to security concerns, conflict, or the political atmosphere in Sri Lanka. This will ensure a 

participant has a direct "baseline" of what insecurity feels like within Sri Lanka. 

• Socio-Political Awareness – individuals who are actively engaged or aware of the current 

State affairs in Sri Lanka. This will allow them to speak to how their "social construction" 

of safety has evolved since moving abroad. 

• Communicative Agency - Individuals who are both willing and able to articulate complex 

reflections on sensitive topics. As the topic is culturally sensitive, it is vital to select 

participants who feel empowered to share their narratives within an academic 

framework. 

Accordingly, by focusing on the individuals moved due to security concerns, the study will analyze 

how the memory of past danger interacts with their current perception of "safety at a distance". 

 

The Local Sample (n=4) 

The selection of participants of this community will be based on geographic and experiential 

criteria to ensure the data reflects the "materiality" of post-war life. Therefore, they will be 

selected based on the below benchmarks: 

• Residency in High-Militarization Zones – Individuals who are currently residing in the 

Northern or Eastern provinces in Sri Lanka. Further, it will also be considered whether 

they have experience in terms of living/having lived in areas with a high density of military 

checkpoints, High-Security Zones (HSZs), or land currently under State occupation. This 

will ensure participants have daily, physical interaction with the structures of State 

security. 

• Direct Experience of Post-War Governance – Individuals who have lived in these areas 

consistently since 2009. As this will enable them to compare the "immediate post-war" 
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environment with the current "normalcy", providing a longitudinal perspective on 

whether they feel safer now or merely more managed. 

• Socio-Economic Intersectionality - Individuals will be selected based on their daily lives 

and routines (regardless of specific occupation). And will be considered on whether they 

are directly influenced by security policies, such as restrictions on movement or the 

presence of surveillance. This links the study to the Human Security framework. 

This purposive selection ensures that the eight participants function as information-rich cases 

capable of bridging the gap between personal narrative and material fact. Moreover, through 

engaging individuals with sustained exposure to physical security structures, the study will utilize 

their accounts to authenticate the documented conditions found in secondary sources. 

Accordingly, specific alignment between the participants' environments and the research 

objectives allows for a rigorous analysis of how physical State actions are translated into 

subjective safety perceptions.   

 

4.4.2 Recruitment and Positionality 

To navigate the cultural sensitivities and safety concerns inherent in this study, the recruitment 

process and the researcher’s positionality are treated as critical components of the methodology. 

The participants for the interviews are contacted through the researcher’s personal networks 

within the Sri Lankan Tamil community. Due to the sensitive nature of the research, such an 

approach is seen as a strategic necessity to establish the trust required for authentic 

participation. 

In addition, the researcher’s identity as a Sri Lankan provides a shared cultural background and 

existing community connection with the participants. And this is observed as a necessary entry 

point to reach participants who might otherwise be hesitant to engage with an unknown 

investigator. Therefore, by leveraging this shared identity, the researcher is able to facilitate a 

safer environment for disclosure.  
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And this also ensures that the narratives collected are both nuanced and honest. Likewise, this 

positionality is consciously managed to ensure that while trust is established, the analysis 

remains grounded in the rigorous academic frameworks of Social Constructivism and Human 

Security. 

To ensure sample diversity and precision, the final participant cohort (N = 8) was strategically 

distributed across key geographic locations and migration backgrounds. The sample comprises 

four local participants and four diaspora participants. Geographically, all local participants (n = 4) 

are verified residents living within the conflict-affected North and East provinces of Sri Lanka. The 

remaining half of the sample consists of diaspora participants (n = 4) with established migration 

histories in Canada (n = 2) and the United Kingdom (n = 2). Demographically, this distribution 

ensures that the study effectively balances first-hand, ground-level perspectives from the North 

and East with vital transnational insights from the global Tamil diaspora. 

 

4.4.3 Institutional Authorization and the Navigation of Silence 

As the study is on a sensitive topic, a culture of silence is often expected to exist in participants. 

As they might fear any repercussions for speaking openly. And, to navigate this, institutional 

authorisation will be obtained. Therefore, upon request, the participants will be provided with 

an official letter of introduction from the University.  

Moreover, this will serve as a document which formally guarantees that the study is strictly for 

scholarly purposes and is governed by international research ethics. Accordingly, this 

transparency will help to build a bridge of trust. And this will ensure that participants feel secure 

enough to provide authentic and honest accounts rather than guarded or filtered responses. This 

approach not only enhances the credibility of the research but also fosters a collaborative 

atmosphere where participants feel valued and respected. Ultimately, such measures contribute 

to richer data collection and more meaningful insights into the subject matter. 
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4.5 Data Analysis: Theory-Led Thematic Analysis 
 

Accordingly, the data gathered through the interviews will be analyzed using thematic analysis. 

This is a method for identifying, analyzing, and reporting patterns (themes) within data (Jason & 

Glenwick, 2016, pp. 33 - 39). The analysis is "theory-led", meaning the coding process is guided 

by the two pillars of the study: 

• Social Constructivist Themes: concepts of Identity, Memory, Narratives, and Digital 

Influence. 

• Human Security Themes: concepts of Physical Protection, Land Access, Economic 

Freedom, and Surveillance. 

By applying these pre-defined thematic categories, the analysis ensures that the personal stories 

of the participants are systematically linked back to the overarching theoretical framework of the 

thesis. 

 

4.5.1 Operationalization of the Theoretical Framework 

Accordingly, to operationalize the said theoretical framework, the abstract concepts of identity, 

memory, and security are broken down into specific thematic categories and observable 

indicators. These indicators will serve as a bridge between the high-level theory and the actual 

lived experiences shared by the participants during the interviews. Table 1 below illustrates how 

each theoretical pillar is mapped to specific themes through the interviews. For a complete list 

of interview questions, refer to Appendix A. 
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Table 1 – Operationalization  

Theoretical Pillar Thematic Category Analytical Indicators (Focus of the 

questions) 

Social Constructivism Theme 1 – Identity and 

mobilized memory 

Childhood history; family daily life during 

conflict; sense of belonging. 

Theme 2: The Transition and 

Post-War Changes 

First thoughts in 2009; immediate 

changes in the community; perceptions 

of the future. 

Human security Theme 3: infrastructure vs. 

Human Security 

Observations of new developments 

Theme 4: Institutional Trust 

and Dignity 

Comfort in government/police offices; 

land disputes; property return. 

Synthesis Theme 5: Reflections on 

Future Aspirations 

Perception of State development: match 

between "hoped-for peace" and current 

reality. 

 

 

4.5.2 The Thematic Analysis Process 

The analysis will follow a systematic process of thematic categorization: 

1. Familiarization and Categorization: Upon the completion of conducting interviews, the 

transcripts and manual notes will be carefully reviewed to identify the segments of the 

text that align with the themes and indicators listed in Table 1. Further, by following the 

socio-material approach, this phase will focus on identifying how social factors (diaspora 

memory) interact with specific material realities (surveillance/infrastructure) within the 

text (Fenwick, Edwards and Sawchuk, 2011). 



 
 

48 
 

2. Comparative Mapping:  The data which is collected from the Tamil diaspora participants 

and the local Tamil community participants in Sri Lanka will be then grouped under these 

shared themes to identify commonalities and divergences. 

3. Synthesis of the "Transnational Gap":  Finally, a critical analysis is conducted to analyze 

the relational link between objective conditions and subjective interpretations. The study 

cross- examines the documented material realities (infrastructure projects or legal 

frameworks) against the thematic findings from the interviews. This synthesis maps how 

physical changes are assigned meaning by different respondents, allowing the 

transnational gap to serve as a precise analytical lens for evaluating the data. 

 

4.6 Ethical Considerations and Risk Mitigation 

The ethical considerations related to this thesis will be beyond simple paperwork. As the topic of 

the thesis is post-war safety, it is recognized as deeply sensitive as it touches upon personal 

trauma, ethnic identity, and political experience. Thus, it is inferred that the participants may feel 

vulnerable or anxious when discussing their past or their views on State security.  

Therefore, this research is required to adopt a high level of ethical reflection to ensure that the 

process of gathering knowledge does not cause any distress to the participants. And to mitigate 

these risks involved, the well-being of the participants will be placed at the centre of the study. 

And the study will adopt the below to mitigate risk. 

• Anonymity:  All participants selected will be assigned pseudonyms (example – Participant 

A, Participant B). This ensures that the identities of the participants are hidden to prevent 

any social or political repercussions for speaking openly. 

• Sensitive Transcription:  Any names mentioned of specific persons, such as local officials 

or politicians, during the interviews will be removed during transcription to prevent 

accidental identification. By removing these specific details, the safety of both the 

participants and the individuals they discuss will be managed. 
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• Consent and Participation:  Prior to scheduling the interview and at the beginning, all the 

participants will be first informed about the purpose of the study. Further, they will also 

be informed that their participation is voluntary and they have the right to skip any 

question or withdraw at any time without any explanation. 

• Data Lifecycle: All recordings of Microsoft Teams and manual notes will be deleted once 

the transcription is verified, and transcripts are stored on a password-protected server. 

Managing the data in this way guarantees that sensitive conversations remain private and 

are permanently destroyed after the research is complete. 

 

 

4.7 Methodological Limitations 

Even though the study is designed to provide deep qualitative insights, certain limitations are 

identified as follows:  

• Digital and Technical Constraints - As the interviews are conducted through Microsoft 

Teams, non-verbal cues and body language can be obscured. Further, there might be 

internet instability in the Northern and Eastern provinces, which might interrupt the flow 

of the interview. Therefore, flexible scheduling will be used to manage these disruptions; 

however, the digital interface remains a persistent factor in cross-border research. 

• Scope and Generalizability – As only eight participants are selected for the interviews, 

the findings do not aim for a statistical representation of the entire Tamil community 

within Sri Lanka or the diaspora. The objective is "thematic saturation" rather than 

numerical breadth. Accordingly, the transnational gap serves as an analytical framework 

to map these specific rich case accounts rather than to generate generalized statistical 

claims. 

• Linguistic and Conceptual Nuance – A limitation also exists in translating socio-material 

concepts between Tamil/Sinhala (native languages) and English. The interviews will be 
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conducted based on the participant’s native or preferred language. Due to this limitation, 

it is observed that the specific cultural weights carried by the terms such as "safety" and 

"belonging" may lose nuance during transcription. Thus, the potential for lost meaning is 

an acknowledged constraint of cross-cultural research. 

• Participant Recruitment and Access A limitation is noted with regard to difficulty in 

accessing the Tamil diaspora & the locals due to a widespread "culture of caution" 

regarding the research topic. Several participants were hesitant to have their interviews 

recorded due to long-term privacy concerns. Further concerns were raised in the 

recording due to the sensitive nature of post-war safety discussions as well. And situations 

such as declines in recording the interviews result in requiring a reliance on manual note-

taking which may lack the exact linguistic nuance of a full transcript.  

Likewise, through establishing the rigorous methodological framework, the study provides a 

structured basis for the empirical findings and analysis presented in the following chapter.   
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Chapter 5 Empirical Findings and Analysis 
 

 

This chapter will present the analysis of the qualitative data gathered through semi-structured 

interviews. To ensure a direct connection between the analysis and the primary evidence, the 

findings in the following sections are built upon the informant narratives and the researcher's 

notes. And by applying the two theoretical frameworks of Social Constructivism and Human 

Security, these sections will deconstruct how personal memories and current observations shape 

an understanding of security in a post-conflict landscape. 

 Figure 5 illustrates the transnational gap between diaspora perceptions and local and lived 

realities across key dimensions of safety. 
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5.1 The Distant Gaze: Diaspora Perceptions of Risk and Structural Insecurity 

This chapter analyzes the lived realities of four members of the Sri Lankan Tamil diaspora, 

currently residing in Canada and the United Kingdom. These members were identified as residing 

in Northern & Eastern regions of Sri Lanka prior to moving out of the country. Hereinafter, they 

will be referred to as Informant A, B, C, and D. And the analysis will highlight the "transnational 

gap" between official State narratives of stability and the informants' perceptions of ongoing 

structural risks. 

 

5.1.1 Theme 1: Identity and Mobilized Memory  

In the post-war context, the identity of the people is not merely a personal reflection but a social 

product of ongoing interaction with the State’s security and legal apparatus. While State 

narratives often emphasize a unified national identity post-2009, the narratives of informants A, 

B, C, and D reveal that identity remains fractured by the memory of conflict and the reality of 

institutional exclusion. 

Based on the interviews conducted with the four informants, it was revealed that their identity 

was formed in environments where the State was experienced as a source of intrusion rather 

than protection. Accordingly, the informant C (2026.03.18) described childhood in Jaffna, where 

"normalcy" was defined by the proximity of bunkers and the necessity of studying by oil lamps. 

And this tends to signify that this was not merely a result of war but a state-managed neglect 

that marked the population as outside the circle of care.  

Further, this sense of being a permanent suspect was mirrored in the East as well. As per 

Informant D (2026.03.21), his identity was inextricably tied to the Mayilathamadu grazing lands 

in the East. According to his response, it was stated that his sense of belonging was dictated by 

"shifting borders", where daily survival required navigating a landscape treated by the State as a 

high-security battleground rather than a home. 
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Further, it was observed that the narrative of Informant B (2026.03.18) bridges the physical 

wartime trauma with modern institutional hostility. According to her narrative, early identity was 

shaped by the total loss of her family home and properties in Mutur. As a result, her family had 

been forced into displacement, camps and schools. This lived experience aligns with Social 

Constructivism, which posits that identities are "intersubjective" realities created through social 

interaction (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, pp. 13-14). 

When further analysing her post-war experiences, it is revealed that this "Suspect Identity" is not 

merely a memory of the battlefield but a persistent professional barrier. That is, while she was 

working in a government office in Colombo, Informant B (2026.03.18) was targeted with ethnic-

based sexual harassment by a superior. Further, as per her narrative, she signified that this action 

was a deliberate attempt to force her resignation so that her position could be reclaimed by a 

member of the majority community. Accordingly, this suggests the "Watchful Eye" follows the 

Tamil subject into professional spaces. In this context, the State acts as a "cognitive filter" through 

which individuals interpret institutional actions as threats (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, 

p. 9). 

In addition, Informant A (2026.03.13) signified that even for those who resided outside the direct 

conflict zones, the State reinforced this identity through constant surveillance. As per his past 

experience, he living in Colombo had to face monthly "random checks" where police would 

upend household belongings without legal justification. However, even if these were done in the 

past, Informant A (2026.03.13) presents them as the foundation of a persistent "suspect identity" 

that has never been formally decommissioned by the State. 

Further, it was observed that, in the post-war era, this surveillance has migrated from the physical 

home to the digital space. The informant (2026.03.13) noted that the social media bullying and 

online monitoring have become the modern equivalent of the wartime police check. Those are 

the Tamil individuals who tend to express political views or commemorate the war online & had 

to face various digital harassments & bullying. And these actions tend to remind the diaspora and 

local citizens alike that the "Watchful Eye" is still a part of their life. 
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Accordingly, through the narratives of these informants, it was signified that this physical and 

professional experience of being a "suspect" is the logical outcome of a constitutional 

architecture that legally reinforces minority exclusion. As stated by Informant A (2026.03.13), the 

core of this problem is the legal framework of the country which prevents the minority leader 

from ascending to the presidency. Article 9 of the Constitution of Sri Lanka states that “The 

Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddhism the foremost place, and accordingly it shall be the 

duty of the State to protect and foster the Buddha Sasana” (Constitution of Sri Lanka, 1978, Art. 

9).  

However, even though this article does not explicitly exclude a minority leader to the country, 

for a non-Buddhist (such as a Tamil Hindu or Christian), this creates a religious contradiction. 

Thus, this Article tends to implicitly signify that the "ideal" leader must belong to the majority 

religion to fulfil the Constitution's mandate. 

Further, when analyzing through a social constructive lens, such laws tend to contribute to the 

"intersubjective" understanding of who belongs to the State (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, 

pp. 13 - 14). Eventually, these tend to signal security forces and digital "trolls" that the Tamil 

citizen is a subject, not a leader. Further, Informant A (2026.03.13) also compares this situation 

of Sri Lanka with the United States of America, where a Black President was elected by the 

people. Thus, he argues that to feel safety in the country requires equal political potential. 

Therefore, through these narratives, it is signified that the law reinforces a "cognitive filter" 

where minority citizens see themselves as permanent outsiders (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 

2015, p. 9). 

And the analysis under theme 1 concludes how this identity has been actively challenged since 

the post-war period till date. As per Informant A (2026.03.13), there has been an increase in 

construction of Buddhist temples & statues on Tamil lands. He further refers to these as are done 

without consent and no proper necessity, as they were built in areas where the majority were 

the Tamil community.  
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Crucially, he observed that while these new symbols were erected, the temples and cultural sites 

of their own community were destroyed. Likewise, Informant A (2026.03.13) signifies that these 

actions tend to directly impact their culture and identity. This eventually led to the Tamil 

community being signaled that their heritage has no place in the State's recognized history. 

Further, Informant D (2026.03.21) linked this systematic loss of land to the "yellow signs" posted 

by the Department of Archaeology. And this process ensures the physical landscape is altered to 

reflect the State’s preferred religious identity, effectively erasing the minority presence from the 

land. 

Furthermore, Informant C (2026.03.18) observed that during the memorial event held for the 

Tamils in the North during the years 2025 & 2026, the Sri Lankan police continued to record the 

photos and names of all attendees. And this surveillance forms the final link in a totalising chain 

of exclusion of them from power through the Sri Lankan Constitution, erasing their history and 

culture by the Archaeology Department, silencing their voices through social media, and the 

police monitoring their grief. These factors combine to construct a suspect identity that alienates 

the community from the state, providing empirical proof that the transnational gap remains 

wide. 

 

5.1.2 Theme 2: The Transition and Post-War Changes 

As signified by the narratives of the informants, it was noted that the formal end of the war in 

2009 was only a period of hollow relief. Their narratives signify that, while there was a cessation 

of active bombing, providing physical respite, the State's presence evolved rather than 

disappeared. And this was described by the informant C (2026.03.18) as a strategic shift where 

the "visible soldier" was replaced by "invisible intelligence". 
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The informant B (2026.03.18), through her narratives, stated that she observed a significant 

improvement in physical reconstruction, such as the rebuilding of bridges and roads during the 

post-war period. She also reflected that these improvements immensely helped the daily logistics 

and emergency medical access of their community. However, through her narrative it was 

signified that these physical signs of "peace" did not resolve the deeper psychological insecurity. 

That is, despite all the reopened routes and new infrastructure, she still decided to move out of 

the country. And one of the main reasons for this decision was the persistent fear that conflict 

could return at any moment. Accordingly, it is reflected for the Tamil community in the East, the 

State's focus on physical connectivity was not matched by a restoration of communal trust. 

Further, for the informant A (2026.03.13), this transition was marked as a social interaction that 

felt like an insult. As per his narratives, he recalls his neighbours playing traditional music 

specifically to signal the "defeat" of the Tamil community. Moreover, such acts signify that the 

post-war period eventually allowed the normalization of a social hierarchy of the majority 

community of the country. That is, the majority group’s celebration was used to marginalize the 

minority experience.  

Moreover, the narratives of the informants also signify that in the Eastern province, this 

transition moved from military engagement to bureaucratic encroachment. This is highlighted by 

the case of the Mayilathamadu grazing lands as stated by the informant D (2026.03.21). To 

understand this transition, it is important to examine the situation in the grazing lands of the 

Eastern Province. Mayilathamadu and Madhavanai are identified as ancestral territories 

traditionally used by Tamil dairy herders from the Batticaloa district (Daily Mirror, 2023). 
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And thus, these lands have been recognised for many years as vital for the local economy and 

the community’s way of life. However, during the post-war period, the State began claiming these 

lands for purposes such as forest conservation and archaeological protection (Daily Mirror, 2023). 

And this had led to individuals from outside the region, resulting in violent clashes and the killing 

of cattle belonging to local Tamil farmers as recently as 2026. Moreover, this was signified 

through the narratives of the informant D (2026.03.21) as well. 

Accordingly, it is signified that post-war has resulted in a transition from direct violence to 

structural violence. Thus, as reflected through the aforesaid case details & the narratives of 

Informant D (2026.03.21) with regard to the same situation, it is observed that the State has 

achieved the same wartime objectives. However, it was done through a civilian bureaucracy 

rather than military force. 

Accordingly, the analysis on theme 2 can conclude that the post-war period is defined by the 

State acting as a purposeful actor that utilizes institutional development to manage the North 

and East. That is a restriction of the access to the ancestral land of this community using the 

Government departments creates a bureaucratic barrier to their livelihood. It is through these 

systematic institutional barriers that the transnational gap is shown to remain wide. 

 

5.1.3 Theme 3 infrastructure vs. Human Security 

This theme will examine and analyze the "Infrastructure Paradox", where the State tends to 

emphasis material progress (building of road networks and tourism), which conflicts with the 

community's requirement for Freedom from Fear. That is, while the State reflect development 
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as proof of stability, the informants’ narratives reveal that physical construction does not equate 

to human security. And this friction tends to recognise the state as a purposeful actor whose 

institutional narrative of progress is fundamentally contested by those experiencing it as 

monitored stability. 

Accordingly, it was signified through the narrative of Informant B (2026.03.18) that the Tamil 

community had experienced many tangible benefits through post-war development. She stated 

that with the development of new roads, improvement in medical facilities & development of 

educational institutes, they experienced a better life. However, a fundamental critique was noted 

with regard to this perspective as per the narrative of Informant C (2026.03.18). That is, he stated 

that "safety is not about cement." 

Therefore, when seen through a human security standpoint, it is signified that while "Freedom 

from Want" (access to services) has improved, "Freedom from Fear" remains unaddressed. In 

addition, Informant C (2026.03.18) also noted that these roads built for development tend to 

facilitate the rapid mobility of military surveillance. Likewise, based on the narratives of the 

informants, it is inferred that infrastructure is perceived not as a gift of peace but as a tool for 

more efficient State control. 

Moreover, the clash between state security (territorial control) and Human Security (livelihood) 

is most evident in the phenomenon of Archaeological Bureaucracy. Archaeological Bureaucracy 

is defined as the process by which a State utilizes civilian institutions dedicated to history and 

land management to redefine ancestral lands as State property (Oakland Institute, 2021; Galtung, 

1969). Further, this same phenomenon is observed by the narrative of Informant D (2026.03.21), 

where he highlighted the case of Kusalana Malai. 

The area named Kusalana Malai (Kusalankanda) is a traditionally inhabited area, which has been 

used by the Tamil communities for generations, particularly for agricultural and religious 

purposes (Oakland Institute, 2021). During the post-war period this area was intervened in by 

the Department of Archaeology, claiming the site contains ancient Buddhist ruins (Oakland 

Institute, 2021). As per the narrative of the informant D (2026.03.21), it was noted that this 
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administrative move made the original residents into "trespassers" on their own land. Therefore, 

it is observed that this process legally erases Tamil heritage to favour a State-approved narrative, 

achieving territorial consolidation without military force. In addition, Informant D (2026.03.21) 

sees these kinds of actions as a constant reminder that the State’s "eye" is always looking for a 

reason to move the boundary of belonging. 

Accordingly, based on all the above, it is signified that during the post-war period there has been 

a transition from military checkpoints to bureaucratic boundaries. And it is also signified that the 

development in the East is experienced as a form of monitored stability. Based on the narratives 

of the informants, it is inferred that a road is not merely a path for commerce but a conduit for 

State surveillance; similarly, an archaeological sign is not a marker of history but a tool of 

exclusion. Accordingly, as these developments prioritize the state’s territorial control over the 

human security and dignity of the local population, they fail to bridge the transnational gap. 

 

5.1.4 Theme 4 Institutional Trust and Dignity 

The trust of the people in the State institutions serves as the ultimate metric of human security. 

In this context, the State acts as a purposeful actor that utilizes these administrative spaces to 

institutionalize its authority. However, through the narratives of the informants, it was noted 

that for them this trust is largely non-existent. Moreover, their narratives tend to signify that the 

State is perceived not as a provider of safety but as a primary source of trauma. 

The Informant D (2026.03.21) stated that entering a police station alone in Batticaloa is 

"impossible" because the authorities are seen to favour state-backed settlers over local 

residents. This narrative signifies that the perception of the police differs significantly between 

regions. And it is also signified that a lack of institutional neutrality suggests that the law is applied 

selectively to protect specific interests. In addition, Informant A (2026.03.13) noted that in 2025 

and 2026, police in the North and East have used extrajudicial force, including shootings, during 

minor traffic stops. And through which it is inferred that there is a disparity in enforcement where 
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minor infractions in minority areas result in lethal force, while standard arrest procedures are 

maintained in other provinces. Therefore, as a result of these acts, the informants tend to believe 

that the security apparatus remains a tool of intimidation rather than protection. 

In addition, a significant finding in this study is the persistence of structural violence within State 

employment. The informant B (2026.03.18) in her narrative provided a detailed account of her 

experience in a government office, where she faced targeted ethnic-based harassment from a 

superior. As per her narrative, it is noted that this was not merely an interpersonal conflict and 

that it has functioned as a tool of professional displacement. 

Moreover, Informant B (2026.03.18) also stated that even the previous Tamil staff members had 

resigned due to similar treatment. However, they chose silence over the risk of reporting, while 

the informant B (2026.03.18) took strength to report this to higher authorities. As a result of such 

institutional hostility, it is seen that, specifically within State institutions, the minority community 

employees are viewed as "placeholders" to be removed rather than equal colleagues. Thus, 

based on the narrative of Informant B (2026.03.18), it is signified that mono-ethnic offices can 

become spaces of exclusion, where harassment is used to maintain ethnic dominance within the 

State bureaucracy. 

However, to address the said hostility, the informant B (2026.03.18) suggested that there should 

be an implementation of equal quotas in government jobs. Further, she also stated that a diverse 

representation is the only way to prevent offices from becoming "hostile zones" for minorities. 

Likewise, through the narratives it is signified that to build institutional trust, the primary 

interfaces of the state, such as police stations, government institutions and other workplaces, 

should completely avoid discrimination and violence. And such reform is recognized as 

mandatory to overcome the transnational gap. 
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5.1.5 Theme 5 Reflections on Future Aspirations 

It was observed that the final reflections of the informants clarify that a "hoped-for peace" is 

fundamentally tied to structural reform rather than material aid or infrastructure. That is for the 

diaspora; aspirations for the future are inseparable from the dismantling of the wartime legal 

and military apparatus. 

Based on the narratives, it was observed that most of the requirements of most of the informants 

regarding returning or feeling "safe" involve a complete withdrawal of the State’s extraordinary 

powers. Informant C (2026.03.18) demands a total removal of the military from civilian life and 

the repeal of the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). This is an Act which grants broad powers of 

arrest, detention, and investigation in Sri Lanka (Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) 

Act No. 48 of 1979). And he states that true safety is impossible if one can be arrested for their 

opinions. Similarly, Informant A (2026.03.13) in his narrative argued that there is a requirement 

for a constitutional shift to repeal laws that symbolically and legally bar a Tamil person from the 

presidency. Likewise, these narratives signify that "belonging" is viewed as a legal and 

constitutional status that the State has yet to grant. 

Further, for Informant D (2026.03.21), the future is defined by the full and legally protected 

return of the Mayilathamadu and Madhavanai grazing lands. In his narratives he argues that 

without land, the community possesses no dignity. In contrast, the narrative of the informant B 

(2026.03.18) is more focused on the professional sphere. In her narrative she seeks equal 

opportunities and job quotas to prevent State offices from remaining monoethnic hostile zones. 

Together, these aspirations show that "safety" for the diaspora is defined by the ability to exist 

in both rural and professional settings. 

Ultimately, through all the narratives of each informant, it is revealed that there is a profound 

mismatch between the State’s focus on developmental "stability" and the informants' 

requirement for structural de-securitisation. Therefore, unless state directly addresses land 

reclassification, constitutional marginalization, and the pervasive culture of surveillance, this 

systemic divergence will continue to sustain the transnational gap. 
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5.2 The Lived Reality: Local Narratives and the Friction of Managed Normalcy 

Following the analysis of the perspective of the Tamil diaspora, this section will analyze the lived 

realities of four individuals currently residing in the Northern and Eastern regions of Sri Lanka. 

The informants referred to in this section have experienced the transition from active conflict to 

the contemporary post-war landscape.  

And thus, it is believed that their narrative will provide a primary-source contrast to the diaspora 

narratives explored previously. Hereinafter, they will be referred to as Informants W, X, Y, and Z. 

Further, the two theoretical frameworks of Social Constructivism and Human Security will be 

applied to the narratives of the informants to deconstruct how proximate daily experiences and 

local observations shape an understanding of security. And analysis will highlight the 

"transnational gap" by contrasting official State narratives of stability with the informants' 

perceptions of ongoing structural risks. 

 

5.2.1 Theme 1 Identity and Mobilized Memory 

In the local context of 2026, it is observed that identity is not merely a cultural reflection but a 

social product of direct, physical interaction with the State’s security and administrative 

apparatus. Post-2009, the State emphasized a unified national identity to the whole country. 

However, it was noted that certain narratives of informants W, X, Y, and Z reveal that identity 

remains fractured by the proximity of military history and the reality of territorial exclusion. 

Accordingly, the narratives of the informants revealed that these local identities were formed in 

environments where the State was experienced as a source of intense regulation. As per the 

narrative of Informant Z (2026.03.19), his childhood in Vavuniya was like a life under a shadow. 

Further, he stated that Vavuniya had been the "main gate" between the North and South; his 

sense of self was dictated by the military’s control over the town's social rhythm.  
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Further, normalcy for Informant Z (2026.03.19) was defined by "doubt" and the necessity of 

navigating "round-ups" and closed roads. Thus, these narratives signify that identity was not just 

a result of war but a state-managed intensity that marked the resident as a subject of permanent 

suspicion. 

Moreover, similar experience was faced by the informant living in North as well. According to 

Informant Y (2026.03.22), identity is inextricably tied to the "red soil and mango trees" of 

Palaly.  However, as per his narrative, it is observed that this belonging is dictated by "restricted 

soil”, as his ancestral home was converted into a High Security Zone (HSZ). Further, Informant Y 

(2026.03.22) is also identified as a displaced person whose own childhood became a "memory I 

couldn't visit”.  

Likewise, through these narratives it is signified that the lived experience aligns with Social 

Constructivism, which posits that identities are "intersubjective" realities created through social 

interaction (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, pp. 13 - 14). Likewise, by occupying the land, 

the State places personal history in legal custody. This forces a "displaced identity" that 

contradicts claims of a unified citizenry. 

Furthermore, the narratives of the informants revealed that post-2009 transition bridges 

wartime trauma with modern institutional barriers. Informant W (2026.03.21) stated that while 

the "killing stopped", the restoration of "basic human rights" remains an ongoing struggle. Thus, 

it is inferred that as of 2026, this "Suspect Identity" has moved from the battlefield to daily 

movement. Further, Informant Y (2026.03.22) also highlights the installation of high-definition 

cameras at junctions and cultural sites like Nallur Kovil. And through such actions the informant 

tends to believe that even post-war a modern "watchful eye" remains on their community. 

Accordingly, it is observed that the state acts as a "cognitive filter" through which individuals see 

these digital tools as reminders that they are still viewed as a potential threat (Jafari Amineh & 

Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 9). 

In addition, the informant X (2026.03.16) identifies state-reinforced exclusion through religious 

and territorial management in the East. As per his narrative, the "overnight" construction of 
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Buddhist monuments in Tamil areas is seen as a deliberate attempt to "bring up the racism”. It is 

observed that such a process alters the physical landscape to reflect a preferred religious identity. 

Eventually it signals to the minority community that their heritage has no place in the State's 

recognized history. Thus, it is observed that the State appears to prioritize "religious people" over 

equal citizens. 

The analysis of Theme 1 concludes with the impact of ongoing surveillance. Accordingly, this 

collective sense of caution suggests that the "Suspect Identity" has transitioned from a physical 

constraint to a psychological one. While the state presents an institutional narrative of a unified 

and secure country, the localized intersubjective reality remains one of managed risk, illustrating 

a profound manifestation of the transnational gap within the domestic landscape. 

 

5.2.2 Theme 2: The Transition and Post-War Changes  

The transition from war to "peace" is experienced by local informants as a complex trade-off 

between material convenience and political dignity. The Informant Y (2026.03.22), through his 

narrative, distinguishes between the "cement" of State-led infrastructure against the "soul" of 

human rights. That is, he acknowledges the convenience of these developments. However, he 

tends to believe that their community still does not have political rights as answers for "enforced 

disappearances", which remain unaddressed. 

And this tension is seen to be a direct application of Human Security theory. That is, while the 

State has successfully provided "economic security" through infrastructure, it has failed to 

provide the "political security" necessary for true safety (Athukorala and Jayasuriya 2015). 

Further, when viewing this narrative through the “Victor’s Peace" framework, it is observed that 

State’s definition of safety is strictly material, and this leads towards leaving the local population 

in a State of unresolved grievance (Höglund & Orjuela, 2011). 

Further, Informant Z (2026.03.19) stated that he observed "machines were everywhere fixing the 

roads" in Vavuniya immediately after 2009.  
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 Figure 6 - The rehabilitated A9 highway, representing the tangible material convenience and 

economic security provided during the post-war transition (Maga Engineering, 2013). 

 

However, he also stated that the removal of physical bunkers did not equate to a total social 

transition. Further, his narrative also highlighted that even with these physical developments, a 

shadow of the military remained as an atmospheric constant. Moreover, when reviewing the 

narratives of all informants, several internal differences are observed. And this suggests that 

transition is not a linear path for the members of this community. Informant W (2026.03.21) sees 

the availability of Tamil-language administrative services as a "better direction”.  

This suggests that transition is successfully being felt through improved "personal security”. 

Consequently, it is signified that the post-war transition is revealed to be a fragmented process. 

The State satisfies itself of a "safe" Sri Lanka through the developments post-war. 
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Figure 7 - Jaffna International Airport, representing the State’s narrative of a "safe" and 

modernized post-war environment through high-end infrastructure (Fernando, 2025). 

 

 However, for the Tamil community, the "soul" of justice remains the primary requirement to feel 

the sense of peace. The transnational gap persists precisely because material alterations are 

utilized as a structural substitute for, rather than a pathway toward, genuine political 

reconciliation. 

 

 

5.2.3 Theme 3 infrastructure vs. Human Security 

The evolution of post-war surveillance from physical density to digital monitoring represents a 

major shift in the lived reality of 2026. The Informant Z (2026.03.19) in his narrative states that 

he observed a decrease in physical checkpoints. However, he also states that these checkpoints 

have been replaced by a more insidious form of watching. Similarly, Informant Y (2026.03.22) 

also identifies the same, where he states that digital security such as high-definition cameras 

have been installed at key junctions and cultural landmarks like Nallur Kovil. 

Further, this modernization of oversight is critically expanded upon in the narrative of Informant 

X (2026.03.16). He states that there has been improper placement of religious symbols and 

statues by the State in their areas. Further, he argues that these constructions are not for genuine 
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worship but are placed to "bring up the racism" and assert a dominant presence. Together, these 

narratives suggest that the State has not de-securitised the region; it has simply moved from a 

"checkpoint-based" model to a "lens and monument-based" management of the population. 

When applying Human Security theory to this scenario, it is observed that these infrastructure 

developments reveal a strategic trade-off. While the State provides "economic security" through 

modernized roads and "digital cities", it simultaneously undermines "community security" by 

using monuments to mark territory.  

Likewise, it is observed that these new infrastructures maintain a State of "structural insecurity" 

that is less visible but more persistent. And this aligns with the "Victor’s Peace" framework 

(Höglund & Orjuela, 2011), suggesting that the State’s developmental agenda is used to achieve 

social control. Critically, X’s account of "improper" religious placements suggests that 

infrastructure is being weaponized to make the minority community feel like "subjects" rather 

than equal citizens. 

Further, the psychological impact of this high-tech and symbolic environment is captured in the 

narrative of Informant Z (2026.03.19). Where he states that "you never know who is listening". 

Through which he reflected that even with the decrease in physical "density" of soldiers, their 

community still feels that freedom to speak is still a doubtful thing. In a Social Constructivist 

perspective, this signifies that the "meaning" of the post-war landscape has been reconstructed 

as a form of managed risk. Accordingly, it is signified that the State "constructs" these digital tools 

and monuments as markers of a "unified" or "smart" city. In contrast, the Tamil community 

constructs the same as tools of identity-based monitoring designed to keep a "reflex of fear" 

active. 

Consequently, for the Tamil community living in North and east of Sri Lanka, these changes 

ensure that the feeling of being watched remains a daily reality despite the "hopeful" 

administrative changes mentioned by Informant W (2026.03.21). Critically, Informant X 

(2026.03.16) argues that governments should "stop listening to religious people”. This highlights 

that local safety is not found in more cameras or statues but in the removal of the State’s 
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nationalist bias from public infrastructure. Ultimately, this infrastructure functions to 

institutionalize administrative oversight and majoritarian nationalism rather than to foster 

civilian freedom, directly widening the transnational gap. 

 

5.2.4 Theme 4 Institutional Trust and Dignity 

In 2026, institutional trust is characterized by "procedural wins" overshadowed by "functional 

paralysis". The local informants acknowledge the impact of the March 2026 Supreme Court 

mandate regarding Tamil language services in police stations. This mandate stems from a 

landmark Supreme Court order which highlighted a systemic pattern of "linguistic disadvantage”. 

The court observed that there has been a fundamental violation of constitutional rights, as the 

victims and suspects are Tamil-speakers while recording complaints being in the Sinhala language 

in Lanka (Sri Lanka Brief, 2026). 

Further, this mandate directly enforces Articles 12(1) and 12(2) of the Constitution, which 

guarantee equality before the law and prohibit discrimination based on language (Constitution 

of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka 1978). In addition, in this case the court also 

emphasized Article 24, asserting that the right to use one's mother tongue in official proceedings 

is a fundamental entitlement, not a state favour (Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka 1978). Accordingly, the Supreme Court of Sri Lanka ordered the Inspector 

General of Police (IGP) to implement translation services in all police stations in Northern and 

Eastern Provinces in Sri Lanka (Sri Lanka Brief, 2026). 

Further, as per Informant W (2026.03.21), this court order had created a "better direction" where 

residents feel "more comfortable" accessing State services. However, the view of Informant Z 

(2026.03.19) differs on this situation, as he notes that there are "no bridges to act", meaning that 

while officers now respect the letter of the law, they remain unable to solve systemic issues such 

as returning the land ownership.  
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In addition, this gap between courtesy and capability suggests that "dignity" is being treated as a 

secondary concern to administrative compliance. The Informant Y (2026.03.22) in his narrative 

distinguishes between the "cement" of State infrastructure and the "soul" of human rights. In his 

opinion a police officer speaking Tamil under a court order does not compensate for the fact that 

his ancestral home remains a High Security Zone.  

And from a Human Security perspective, it signified that the state has addressed the "economic 

and social front" of service delivery, yet it has failed to provide the "political security" necessary 

for true safety, which is defined as "Freedom from Fear" and "protection from repression" (UNDP 

1994, pp. 3-5). Consequently, the "procedural security" felt by Informant W (2026.03.21) is 

undermined by the persistent "structural insecurity" felt by both Informant Y (2026.03.22) and Z. 

Furthermore, Informant X (2026.03.16) argues that trust is fundamentally undermined by the 

State's perceived bias in territorial management. And his narrative suggests that institutions are 

not neutral. Further, it is noted that they are seen as protectors of a specific religious identity 

rather than equal guardians of all citizens. This aligns well with the Social Constructivism, as the 

"identity" of the institution is constructed by the user’s experience of its bias. Accordingly, it is 

signified that when the State prioritizes "religious people" over equal land rights, the State 

institution loses its moral authority regardless of how many constitutional articles it fulfils on 

paper. 

Ultimately, the narrative of Informant W (2026.03.21) suggests that for the local resident, safety 

is as much about "accountable officials" as it is about ethnic demilitarization. Accordingly, based 

on the narratives of the informants, it was observed that the "Watchful Eye" identified in Theme 

3 is now more "polite" due to judicial pressure.  

However, they also signify that this politeness tends to remain as a tool of oversight rather than 

a partner in justice. Therefore, the analysis under this theme concludes that institutional trust in 

2026 is not a finished product of "development" but a fragile negotiation. And also, it signified 

that to build this trust, the State is required to be moved beyond "procedural wins" toward 

genuine, rights-based accountability. 
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5.2.5 Theme 5 Reflections on Future Aspirations 

This final theme addresses the structural mechanisms that prevent a transition from a negative 

peace to a positive peace. Through all narratives of these informants, it was observed that future 

aspirations are not defined by further infrastructure developments. And it is only defined by the 

removal of legal and symbolic barriers that continue to categorize them as subjects rather than 

citizens. 

It was also observed that all informants identify the Prevention of Terrorism Act as a legal siege 

and the primary barrier to a genuine sense of belonging. From a security perspective, the 

Prevention of Terrorism Act functions as a tool of State-sponsored political insecurity by 

effectively criminalizing local expressions of dissent (Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary 

Provisions) Act No. 48 of 1979). This is clearly evidenced by the 2026 land protests in Jaffna, 

where informants noted that legitimate grievances were met with the threat of detention. 

Accordingly, based on the opinions of the informants, it is signified that if this legal framework 

exists, the State’s efforts to modernize administrative processes will be viewed as superficial. And 

this is mainly because the underlying power to suppress remains intact. 

Further, the concluding reflections of all informants reveal a profound tension between the 

arrival of material convenience and the persistent absence of political dignity. A critical analysis 

of the data suggests that while the State has fulfilled the physical promises of 2009, it has stalled 

on the moral requirements of peace. A significant critique noted by Informant Y (2026.03.22) is 

distinguishing between the "cement" of infrastructure and the "soul" of human rights. As 

previously explained for him State’s current direction provides the administrative convenience 

hoped for at the end of the war. 

However, his opinion is that State still fails to address the "soul" of the conflict. Further, as per 

his narratives, this failure is linked to the State’s preference for issuing death certificates rather 

than providing the truth regarding the disappeared. Consequently, the informants perceive the 
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State’s modernization as a cosmetic change that leaves the core grievances of the community 

untouched. 

Furthermore, through the narratives of the informants it is signified that State’s trust must 

remain geographically and ethnically tiered. It was observed by Informant Z (2026.03.19) that 

residents in the North and East are still "watched more" than those in the South. He stated that 

this indicates a "watchful eye" of the State remains a barrier to full citizenship. Accordingly, such 

surveillance suggests that the State views these populations as subjects to be managed rather 

than as equal partners in peace.  

In addition, Informant X (2026.03.16) reinforces this by identifying the "improper" construction 

of religious monuments as a deliberate tactic to disrupt local coexistence. As per his view, the 

government’s failure to remain religiously neutral undermines its moral authority and signals that 

the State continues to prioritize a nationalist identity over a collective one. 

In conclusion, it signified that one of the main wishes and requests of all informants is the 

requirement for absolute equality. Moreover, they believe that this is the only path to a genuine, 

rights-based peace. Adding on, it was observed through the narrative of Informant W 

(2026.03.21) that trust in the system can only grow through accountability and decisive action 

against corruption. And this is echoed by Informant Z (2026.03.19), who concludes that real 

peace requires a system where every citizen is treated exactly the same by the law regardless of 

their location. Therefore, these final reflections demonstrate that while the "Victor’s Peace" has 

transformed the material landscape, the failure to transition from procedural wins toward legal 

parity and institutional truth ensures that the transnational gap remains wide. 

 

 

 



 
 

72 
 

5.3 Synthesis of Secondary Data: The Structural Visibility Gap 
 

 In this thesis, the structural visibility gap refers to the mismatch between what is materially present on 

the ground in the North and East and what becomes visible in national, diaspora, and international 

information systems. Thus, this section will analyze international documentary evidence to further explain 

the disconnect between reported stability and lived insecurity. While the primary data captured the 

individual experiences of the Tamil community, the secondary sources analyzed here will expose the legal 

and administrative frameworks that institutionalize this "visibility gap" within Sri Lanka. 

 

5.3.1 Administrative Synergy and the Re-labeling of Land 

Accordingly, it is observed that the visibility gap tends to begin with a documented shift toward 

"Administrative Synergy," where territorial control is exerted through civil departments rather 

than visible military force (Oakland Institute, 2026). Further, through secondary data it is 

reflected that the State tends to re-label displacement as "heritage preservation" by using the 

Departments of Archaeology and Forest Conservation to claim ancestral lands (UNHRC, 2025, p. 

7).  

Figure 8 - Visual documentation of land-related challenges in the Northern Province (Tamil 

Guardian June 2025), illustrating the physical impact of administrative land re-labeling. 
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And this bureaucratic framing ensures that the domestic majority views these seizures as national 

successes. Consequently, it is signified that structural loss of minority livelihoods is transformed 

into a narrative of State-led conservation, rendering the underlying security threat invisible to 

the wider public (Oakland Institute, 2026). Further, this institutionalized "visibility gap" is actively 

contested by local residents who experience these administrative shifts not as conservation, but 

as continued dispossession. 

  Figure 9 - Residents of Keppapilavu, Mullaitivu, staging a renewed protest in May 2026 (Tamil 

Guardian, 2026).  

 

 

5.3.2 Legal Institutionalization of Digital Gatekeeping 

Secondary data also signify that the physical displacement is protected by a legal infrastructure 

designed to suppress dissent. One such example is the implementation of the Online Safety Act 

in Sri Lanka. This Act tends to serve as the primary legal framework for regulating digital 

expression in the county (Online Safety Act, No. 9 of 2024). 

And in section 11 of the Act the Act criminalizes the communication of "false statements" that 

are deemed a threat to national security, public order, or the "health, safety, or convenience" of 
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the public (Online Safety Act, No. 9 of 2024). Further, as signified by part II of the Act, to 

determine what constitutes a "false" or "harmful" statement, an Online Safety Commission with 

five members is appointed entirely by the President (Online Safety Act, No. 9 of 2024). 

In general, it is stated that the purpose of the Act is to protect against online harassment and 

financial fraud (Online Safety Act, No. 9 of 2024). However, the international monitors argue this 

legislation was introduced to counter dissent and threaten freedom of expression by 

criminalizing "false statements" that are vaguely defined (Amnesty International, 2024, p. 42). In 

addition, it is observed that mainstream media focuses on the law’s role in cybercrime 

prevention.  

However, the international monitors tend to track its application in intimidating journalists who 

report on the land grievances mentioned above (Freedom House, 2025). Moreover, it is also 

reflected that through providing a legal pretext to label the documentation of insecurity as 

"falsehoods", the Act ensures these crises are filtered out before reaching national social media 

feeds (Amnesty International, 2025). 

 

5.3.3 The Transnational Information Disconnect 

As discussed previously, it is signified that there is a profound gap between international 

documentation and domestic awareness. That is, the State tends to maintain a narrative of post-

war stability; however, the international sources record persistent intimidation of those 

attempting to document land seizures (Human Rights Watch, 2026). And this gap creates a 

significant self-censorship within domestic media outlets. Consequently, the depth of these 

grievances rarely reaches the national public, leaving a vacuum filled by State-sanctioned 

information. 

Further, as a result of this domestic silence, the affected community are forced to rely on 

transnational media to voice their grievances. Thus, platforms such as Tamil Guardian (2025) tend 

to serve as a critical digital archive. And these platforms document localized protests and military 
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land occupations that are ignored by mainstream Colombo-based press. This is observed as the 

reason for the creation of a fundamental disconnect, especially related to the diaspora 

community. As they tend to engage with raw, daily evidence of insecurity while the domestic 

population remains within a filtered information bubble. Accordingly, this disparity in access to 

information is the primary driver of the transnational gap, where a narrative of national peace 

masks a documented and ongoing security crisis (UNHRC, 2025). 

 Table 2 - summarizes the structural mechanisms contributing to the visibility gap identified in this 

section 

Structural Mechanism State Framing Community 
Experience 

Resulting Effect 

Land and reclassification 

and archaeological 

designation 

Heritage preservation 

and conservation 

Loss of land access 

and insecurity of 

belonging 

Reinforces perceptions 

of structural 

marginalization 

Online safety regulation 

and digital monitoring 

National security and 

misinformation 

prevention 

Self-censorship and 

fear of surveillance 

Restricts visibility of 

minority grievances 

Post-war development 

discourse  

Reconstruction, 

stability, and 

modernization 

Perception that 

justice and political 

equality remain 

unresolved 

Produces divergent 

interpretations of post-

war peace 

 

Likewise, through deconstructing the narratives of both locals and the diaspora, the analysis 

reflects that there is a structural divergence which requires a deeper thematic interpretation. 

Therefore, the following chapter will discuss these findings in relation to institutional inclusivity, 

media gatekeeping, and the strategic reforms necessary to bridge the transnational gap. 
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Chapter 6 Discussion   
 

 

6.1 Institutional Inclusivity: Judiciary and Language Rights 
 

The "Transnational Gap", which is identified through this study, is a product of fragmented 

information flows. Further, these flows tend to shape how safety is constructed and perceived 

by different groups. Accordingly, when analyzed through Social Constructivism, the post-war 

safety situation in the country is revealed as a contested reality, filtered through divergent 

narratives that rarely meet in a shared social space (Hoglund & Orjuela, 2012). 

Moreover, the findings of the study also show a significant tension within the Human Security 

framework. On one hand the State tends to show measurable progress in addressing "Freedom 

from Want" through institutional inclusivity. These represent top-down efforts to integrate the 

Tamil community into the State’s administrative and legal fabric. 

Further, it is observed that the Sri Lankan government had made many developments 

highlighting this progress. For example, the President appointed the Tamil judge as the new chief 

justice in 2015 (Al Jazeera, 2015). And he was the first member of the minority community to 

hold the post in more than two decades (Al Jazeera, 2015). Further, in 2026 the President 

appointed the Tamil judge a High Court judge as well (Ada Derana, 2026). These ensured high-

level representation within the judiciary by the Tamil community.  

And such representation clearly serves as a symbolic and practical step towards building minority 

trust in the legal system. Furthermore, the State has also enforced trilingual services in police 

stations to ensure that Tamil-speaking citizens can interact with the law in their own language 

(Sri Lanka Brief, 2026). Moreover, it was observed that the State has taken steps to release 

military-occupied land for resettlement, which represents a genuine step toward administrative 

normalcy (News.lk, 2018). 
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6.2 Post-War Reconstruction and Political Restoration 

Beyond legal and language rights, the State has also focused heavily on physical and political 

restoration. The development of roads, railways, schools, and hospitals has significantly 

improved the daily "convenience", as noted by Informant B (2026.03.18). Further, these efforts 

were also supported by the closure of camps such as Menik Farm. The Menik Farm was a camp 

built in Sri Lanka for internally displaced people, and it is recognized as one of the largest in the 

world (BBC News, 2012). The State successfully dismantled the camp and transitioned toward 

permanent resettlement (BBC News, 2012). And this action of the State is observed as a 

successful delivery of "Freedom from Want”. 

Simultaneously, the State also restored elections in the Northern Province and the functioning of 

the Northern Provincial Council (Singh, 2013). Eventually these actions provided a platform for 

Tamil political representation, where parties such as the Tamil National Alliance (TNA) have since 

operated within the State framework to advocate for their constituents. 

Further, developments with regards to education and economy played a significant role in this 

transition. One good example is the expansion of institutions such as University of Jaffna 

(Basnayake, 2025), which provide pathways for social mobility. Moreover, related to economic 

developments, the State has introduced many livelihood programmes in agriculture, fisheries, 

and microfinance to revitalise the region (Ministry of Fisheries, 2023, pp. 15 - 26). 

In addition, the State also has established the Office on Missing Persons (OMP) to support long-

term reconciliation (Office on Missing Persons, n.d.). While these institutions face challenges in 

gaining full public trust, their existence acknowledges the need for a formal truth-seeking 

process. However, by prioritizing peace exclusively through structural and economic growth, the 

state perpetuates the transnational gap, leaving underlying political grievances unaddressed 

despite these material improvements. 
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6.3 The Information Divide and the Crisis of Visibility 
 

However, with all these said developments and progressions within the country, the 

"Transnational Gap" tends to remain the same. The core reason recognized for this gap is that 

these developments are often perceived differently across borders. While the State tends to 

highlight these developments, they are frequently undervalued in international forums or by 

diaspora media. And this tends to lead to a "frozen" narrative abroad. 

And as a result, the diaspora often continues to view the country through the lens of the 2009 

conflict, which is a characteristic of Long-Distance Nationalism (Thiranagama, 2014). Further, it 

is also observed that this geographical distance prevents the updating of safety perceptions by 

the diaspora. This eventually leads to the diaspora overlooking the pragmatic improvements that 

local participants actually value. 

Further, this gap is widened by the role of advocacy-orientated diaspora media. One good 

example is the Tamil Guardian, which tends to persistently maintain a narrative focus almost 

exclusively on State-led grievances (Tamil Guardian, n.d.). Thus, even though State highlights 

administrative and judicial progress, these outlets in international media prioritize only reporting 

militarization, land disputes, and structural exclusion in Sri Lanka (Tamil Guardian, n.d.). And this 

selective reporting function tends to function as a form of narrative gatekeeping, filtering out the 

developments and progressions of the State towards the Tamil community, which results in 

depicting a singular image of an ongoing security state. 

Consequently, the diaspora is presented with a curated reality that reinforces existing traumas 

rather than reflecting the current hybridity of the post-war landscape. Likewise, it is clearly 

signified that such editorial bias ensures that the "transnational gap" remains fixed. Further, it is 

also signified that the gap persists mainly due to the pragmatic improvements on the ground 

being overshadowed by a consistent stream of negative reporting. Moreover, this narrative 

choice also aligns closely with the political objectives of long-distance nationalism. As a result, 
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the diaspora’s perception is restricted to a lens of ongoing conflict, regardless of structural 

changes within the country. 

This transnational gap is Further, widened due to the limitations of domestic news coverage. 

Even though media broadcasting is available in the country in all three languages, it is observed 

that it does not ensure a comprehensive flow of information. That is, the national media outlets 

tend to often omit critical issues occurring in the North and East (Natarajan, 2012, p. 16). And 

this tends to lead to a critical situation where the majority of the country has been unaware of 

the specific grievances and structural challenges faced by the minority community (Gamage, 

2024, pp. 1945-1947). 

Further, this selective reporting also results in a division of national perspective (Gamage, 2024, 

1942). That is, as the main concerns of the North and East are excluded from mainstream 

discourse, they are not integrated into the national consciousness. This lack of visibility ensures 

that the psychological "war residues" remain an isolated experience rather than a shared national 

concern. Consequently, the national media fails to bridge the gap between different ethnic 

groups. This results in a State where one part of the country is effectively uninformed about the 

lived reality of the other. 

 

6.4 Theoretical Synthesis: The Construction of Divergent Realities 
 

When analyzing the concerns through the lens of Social Constructivism, safety operates not as 

an objective state but as a perception shaped by information. The study demonstrates how 

identity functions as a cognitive filter within the "Transnational Gap," shaping the conflicting 

information streams that cause the diaspora and the domestic majority to construct parallel 

realities (Jafari Amineh & Davatgari Asl, 2015, p. 9). This dynamic creates a "frozen" perception 

where the diaspora continues to view the country through the lens of the 2009 conflict, 

regardless of current structural changes in the country. 
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Furthermore, the findings of the study reveal a profound imbalance within the Human Security 

framework. The State prioritizes "Freedom from Want" by focusing on infrastructure and 

economic restoration, institutionalizing a specific version of safety centred on material progress 

while neglecting "Freedom from Fear." 

One example of such neglect is the continuous presence of restrictive legislation such as the 

Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA) (Prevention of Terrorism (Temporary Provisions) Act No. 48 of 

1979). Further, the pervasive military surveillance also ensures that for the minority, safety 

remains a contested concept (International Crisis Group, 2014; Keerawella, 2022). 

And this reveals a significant fundamental conflict in how progress is measured. While State 

utilizes a pragmatic metric based on utility, such as roads and hospitals, the diaspora employs a 

symbolic metric based on justice. Further, infrastructure developments are often recognized by 

diaspora as a superficial peace, which they believe masks unresolved political grievances 

regarding their community. 

Thus, their construction of safety requires the removal of structural symbols of the conflict, such 

as military visibility and legal overreach. Accordingly, it is signified that these two dimensions of 

security are indivisible. Therefore, it is crystal clear that physical reconstruction does not 

automatically guarantee a sense of individual security if the legal and social environment remains 

punitive. 

 

6.5 The Cycle of Mistrust and Narrative Persistence 
 

Accordingly, it is observed that the transnational gap is maintained through a self-perpetuating 

cycle of mistrust. That is, the omission of the minority grievances by the national media tends to 

create an information vacuum. As a result, the vacuum eventually gets filled by the advocacy-

orientated diaspora media, which mostly prioritize negative narratives of the State. The main 

reason identified for such concern is the state being unable to transparently address land 
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disputes or human rights concerns. Due to this reason, the diaspora tends to assume that the 

situation within the country is worsening. And this lack of a shared information space prevents 

the "updating" of safety perceptions among those living abroad. 

Further, this cycle aligns with the concept of Long-Distance Nationalism. Thus, for the diaspora, 

maintaining a narrative of ongoing conflict serves as a tool which preserves their collective 

identity and political relevance abroad. And in terms of domestic majority, the absence of these 

issues in national news leads to a lack of empathy for the challenges faced by them in the North 

and East. Eventually this division of information tends to ensure that "war residues" remain as 

isolated experiences rather than shared national concerns. And this suggests that this gap is not 

solely a failure of communication but a structural feature of the post-war social order. 

 

Figure 6 – illustrates the cycle process through which war trauma, mistrust and transnational 

narratives continually reinforce divergent constructions of safety 

 

 



 
 

82 
 

6.6 Strategic Reform: Addressing the Roots of the Transnational Gap 

  

Accordingly, to mitigate the transnational gap, the State requires a transition from physical 

reconstruction to deep-seated social and legal reform. While infrastructure projects address 

"Freedom from Want," they do not resolve the "Freedom from Fear" caused by ethnic and 

religious segregation. 

 

6.6.1 Socio-Educational and Secular Foundations 

Therefore, steps need to be taken to address the root itself. One of the major roots of this division 

is recognized as the education system, which is partitioned by identity. To overcome this bridge, 

the State must implement a unified national school system. Further, introducing a compulsory 

multicultural curriculum would also ensure that children learn the foundations of all cultures. 

Likewise, such structural change is essential to dismantle identity-based filters from an early age. 

Furthermore, the State should ensure to uphold strict secularism and political neutrality. And to 

accomplish this, the State should establish clear boundaries to prevent religious interference in 

State policies. Further, required actions must be taken to avoid constructing irrelevant religious 

monuments that function as markers of territorial victory.  

 

6.6.2 Legal Parity and Institutional Accountability 

In addition, for reconciliation to be credible, the State must also reform or repeal restrictive 

legislation like the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). The reason behind this suggestion is that 

the PTA’s continued use maintains a climate of suspicion and undermines the administrative 

normalcy the State claims to seek. Moreover, the State should also operate with independent 
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oversight, especially with regard to institutions such as the Office on Missing Persons (OMP). As 

it is seen as the only way the State could gain the public trust on such institutions. 

 

6.6.3 Media Transparency and Information Flows 

Finally, bridging the transnational gap also requires a fundamental change in the media 

landscape. Thus, it is important that the national media move beyond selective reporting. That 

is, media should always ensure it includes truth about specific grievances of the North and East 

in mainstream news. This would dismantle the internal information vacuum that keeps the 

majority of the country uninformed.  

Simultaneously, the State should facilitate transparent "witness" programmes. And such 

platforms would allow the diaspora to engage directly with local participants and witness 

pragmatic improvements firsthand. Likewise, through bypassing the narrative gatekeeping of 

advocacy media, the State can begin to update the "frozen" perceptions held by the diaspora. 

Therefore, it is signified that to foster a shared national consciousness, it requires both legal 

reform and a commitment to transparent, trilingual information flows.  

Accordingly, synthesizing these strategic reforms with the theoretical findings of this study has 

addressed the core research objectives. And the final chapter will now provide the concluding 

summary and final reflections on the study’s contribution to understanding the transnational 

gap. 
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Chapter 7 Conclusion  

 

Accordingly, the findings of this study clearly signify that post-war safety in Sri Lanka is not a fixed, 

objective state. Instead, it is revealed as a contested construction shaped by geographic distance 

and information filters. Upon analyzing the divide between local lived experiences and mobilized 

diaspora narratives through Social Constructivism and Human Security, the study clearly clarifies 

how perceptions of safety diverge. 

The study also establishes the core of the mapped divergence lies in the State’s strategic 

prioritization of "Freedom from Want". The State has continuously taken efforts to be a 

purposeful actor through utilization of institutional and material development. Local residents in 

the country also acknowledged these efforts and improvements. However, the local residents do 

not associate these efforts with the overall safety of their community in the country. Instead, for 

those residing in the North and East, physical progress coexists with persistent "Freedom from 

Fear" concerns, including military surveillance and institutional exclusion. 

Moreover, the study also clearly highlights how the diaspora’s perception remains "frozen" in the 

trauma of the 2009 conflict. And it was revealed that this perception is reinforced by advocacy-

orientated media. The media are identified as functioning as narrative gatekeepers, filtering out 

ground-level changes to maintain political relevance abroad. This creates a self-perpetuating 

cycle where the absence of a shared information space prevents the updating of safety 

perceptions among those living abroad. 

Ultimately, it is revealed that the reconciliation requires a fundamental shift from physical 

reconstruction to deep-seated social and legal reform. And the State is required to play a 

prominent role in this reformation. Thus, to achieve a genuine reconciliation, the State must 

transition from being an actor of securitization to a guarantor of rights. This process requires the 

state to dismantle structural symbols of conflict, such as military visibility and restrictive 

legislation, while fostering inclusive and transparent information flows. 
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In addition, the findings through study suggest that true safety is rooted in the principle of 

indivisible citizenship. Thus, the State must ensure that all individuals, regardless of their 

geographic location, ethnicity, or background, possess equal rights and access to opportunity. 

The stability of a country depends on every citizen being treated with the same standard of 

protection and dignity by State. Without this systemic equality, administrative improvements will 

continue to be viewed with suspicion rather than trust. 

In conclusion, this thesis signifies that safety is indivisible from dignity. A stable peace in a country 

cannot be built solely on infrastructure developments. It requires the restoration of institutional 

trust and the recognition of the diverse narratives that define the post-war landscape. Therefore, 

the State must first address the psychological and structural residues of war. And this is the main 

pathway for the State to move beyond a monitored stability towards a shared national 

consciousness. Ultimately, the study contributes to a broader understanding of post-war safety 

in Sri Lanka. And the study proves that post-war safety is not defined by the absence of a 

battlefield but by the presence of a society where every citizen feels equally protected and valued 

by the State. 
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Appendix A: Primary Research Data 

Part 1: Interview Guide  

Appendix A.1: Interview Questions for Diaspora Informants (A, B, C, D) 

Introduction 

My name is Iresha Daniel. I am a Master’s candidate in the European and International Relations 

Programme at Linköping University, Sweden. Thank you for participating in this study regarding 

perceptions of post-war safety in Sri Lanka. 

Purpose of the Study - This research compares the perspectives of the Tamil diaspora with the 

lived experiences of those currently in Sri Lanka. I am interested in how your personal memories 

and current observations shape your understanding of security today. 

 

Anonymity & Privacy  

Regarding your privacy: 

• Total Anonymity: Your name and identifying details will be fully anonymized. I will use a 

pseudonym in my final report so you cannot be identified. 

• Voluntary: You may skip any question or stop the interview at any time without explanation. 

• Data Handling: With your permission, I will record this only to ensure my notes are accurate. The 

file will be stored securely and deleted once the study is complete. 

Do you have any questions before we begin? 
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Theme 1: Identity and Mobilized Memory (Social Constructivism) 

1. could you tell me about the area you are from and what your life was like growing up 

there? 

2. During the years of the conflict, how did the war affect your family’s daily life and your 

sense of belonging in the country? 

 

Theme 2: The Transition & Decision to Leave (The Post-War Gap) 

1. When the war ended in 2009, what were your first thoughts? How did you feel about the 

future at that moment? 

2. In the years between 2009 and the time you left, what changes did you see in your 

neighborhood or in how people were treated? 

3. What specific experiences during those post-war years finally made you decide that it was 

time to move abroad?  

 

Theme 3: Infrastructure vs. Human Security (Material vs. Lived Reality) 

1. When you see photos or news of the North/East today (or if you have visited), what are 

the most obvious physical changes you notice compared to when you lived there? 

2. The government often points to new things like highways, buildings, various tourist 

projects as signs that there is peace now. When you see those, what goes through your 

mind in relation to the safety concerns you had back when you lived there? 

3. Do you believe a person in the North/East is treated with the same respect by the State 

as someone in other areas, or is there still a "watchful eye" over your community?  

a) If No, what are the actual reasons you feel that they are not treated the 

same way?  

b) Could you share a specific example of something you have heard recently 

or perhaps from family or the news, that makes you feel this 'watchful eye' 

is still present?" 
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Theme 4: Institutional Trust and Dignity (Freedom from Fear) 

If you were back in your hometown today and had a problem like a land dispute or a safety 

concern, how comfortable would you feel walking into a police station or government office 

alone? Would you trust them to help you? 

-  If you wouldn't feel comfortable, can you explain why?  

 

Theme 5: Reflections on Future Aspirations & Structural Change 

1. Looking at everything such as the new developments and various steps taken by the 

Government (new administrative buildings, tourism projects, making official documents 

in Tamil language etc) & the way people are treated now  

I. How do you feel about the direction the country is taking? 

II. In what ways does this match, or fail to match, the 'safety' you had hoped for? 

 

2. Based on what you know and how you feel about the situation today, what would need 

to change in Sri Lanka for you to consider moving back? 

3. If you could change just one thing to make you feel truly safe and respected in your 

hometown, what would it be and why? 
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Appendix A.2: Interview Questions for Local Informants (W, X, Y, Z) 

Introduction 

My name is Iresha Daniel. I am a Master’s candidate in the European and International Relations 

Programme at Linköping University, Sweden. Thank you for participating in this study regarding 

perceptions of post-war safety in Sri Lanka. 

Purpose of the Study - This research compares the perspectives of the Tamil diaspora with the 

lived experiences of those currently in Sri Lanka. I am interested in how your personal memories 

and current observations shape your understanding of security today. 

 

Anonymity & Privacy  

Regarding your privacy: 

• Total Anonymity: Your name and identifying details will be fully anonymized. I will use a 

pseudonym in my final report so you cannot be identified. 

• Voluntary: You may skip any question or stop the interview at any time without explanation. 

• Data Handling: With your permission, I will record this only to ensure my notes are accurate. The 

file will be stored securely and deleted once the study is complete. 

Do you have any questions before we begin? 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

97 
 

Theme 1: Identity and Mobilized Memory (Social Constructivism) 

1. Could you tell me about the area you are from and what your life was like growing up 

there? 

2. In what ways did the war affect your family’s daily life and your sense of safety back then? 

 

Theme 2: The Transition (Post-War Changes) 

4. When the war ended in 2009, what were your first thoughts? How did you feel about the 

future at that moment? 

5. What were the immediate changes you saw in your areas as soon as the war ended?  

6. Looking around your neighborhood today, what are the most obvious changes you see 

compared to  

a.  the years during the war  

b. immediately after the war ended 

 

7. In what ways do things like new roads or physical developments change how you feel 

when you leave your house? 

 

Theme 3: Infrastructure vs. Human Security (Material vs. Lived Reality) 

4. During the war, seeing a uniform or a checkpoint meant something specific.  

Immediately after the war ended, did you still see security checkpoints or higher security 

measures?   

a) Did they stay the same, increase or decrease after the war ended?  

b) How does the situation look today compared to then?   

 

5. When you see those security measures today, what thoughts or feelings does it bring up 

for you? 
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Theme 4: Institutional Trust and Dignity (Freedom from Fear) 

1. During the war in Sri Lanka was any land owned by you or your family acquired or taken 

over by the Government?   

a) If yes, was the land returned, partially returned or still not returned?  

b) If returned briefly tell me what you had to go through to obtain it back  

 

2. If you had a problem today (like a land dispute, loss of document or a safety concern), 

how would you feel about walking into a government office or police station alone for 

help? 

a)  If you wouldn't feel comfortable, can you explain why?  

 

3. How was your experience dealing with the government officers or police? And what 

improvements (if any) have you noticed lately? 

a. During the war period  

b. Post-war period  

c. At the present   

Theme 5: Reflections & Structural Change 

4. How would you describe your level of freedom to speak or move around today compared 

to during the war? 

5. What is your opinion on whether people in the North/East are treated with the same trust 

by the State as people in other areas of the country? 

6. Looking at everything, such as the new developments and various steps taken by the 

Government (new administrative buildings, tourism projects, making official documents 

in Tamil language etch) & the way people are treated now  

I. How do you feel about the direction the country is taking? 

II.In what ways does this match, or fail to match, the "peace" and "safety" you 

were hoping for back in 2009? 
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7. If you could change one thing about how the country is managed to make you feel truly 

safe and respected, what would it be and why? 

 

 

 

 




