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Rationales of Government, Welfare and Social Change

The thesis explores how sport is constructed as a means for 
the welfare state to promote social change and as a method for 
responding to diverse social problems. It highlights the position 
of sport in promoting citizenship and the inclusion of youths at 
risk of exclusion and delinquency by means of shaping them to 
become active, responsible and self-governing citizen subjects. 
It also examines the formation of community as a basis for 
intervention and for shaping social cohesion as well as the 
meaning attributed to the geographical place of intervention. 
The thesis furthermore demonstrates and discusses important 
tendencies of mutating governmental rationality of the Swedish 
welfare state and of the politics of social work in relation to the 
responding technologies of social change promoted. 
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